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RADIO TO SELL WAR BONDS 


Dutton’s Flying Circus Keynotes FIPS ||. GOV'T 
A New Type of Sky Showmanship AF ACH FARMERS 











. 











——+ 


Fewer Strawhats This Summer; 49 


Probably Active Vs. 80 Barns in ‘40 
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By HERB GOLDEN 
Trenton, N. J., April 22. 


Circus Band Album 





Defense Stamps and Bonds 





Toscy Nixes L.L.D. 





According to present indications, 
|there will be fewer professional 


Putting planes through stunts that | ° — strawhat theatres in operation this 
a Aretere nity of spectators refused to] Ringling Bros.-Barnum and Bailey Campaign Over the Air! Arturo Toscanini has quietly de- | Summer than last. Survey this week 
believe possible, even after seeing | circus band will do a Columbia} Starts May 1 — Shortcom- clined the proferred Doctor of Laws Sette that apo Rae tears 
hem, Dutton’s Flying Circus took 2cords alb of circus tunes. Four} . . ° ; ~ | be active, with either uncertain 
ihe breath out of William Morris eee ee eee made in | ings of Liberty Loan Drives and Letters degree from Princeton or virtually sure to remain dark. 
office execs in an audition at the New York, May 1, before circus exits in World War I Overcome University which was to hzeve been Last summer around 80 barns were 
Fair Grounds here Sunday (20). its current Madison Square Garden| | bestowed at commencement this | open. The summary does not take 
' Aerial wild men are slated to put} stand. | Spring. , _ a ae ae —— 
on a show for the Trenton American Record outfit has also made a tieup Veteran maestro, in declining, ex-|of amateur outfits, a operating 
Legion next Sunday (27), but put on | with the big top to display and sell | NEW SHOWMANSHIP | plained that because of ‘world af- without Equity sanction. As before, 
a special preview for William Mor- copies of the album at every spot | ee | fairs” he was attempting to shun all nevi soprevel is the basis for rat- 
ris, Jr.. and a crew of his assistants ae : : sublic functions whenever possible. |ing strawhats professional or ama- 
from New York. Morris, after seeing dune a ei ean | By ROBERT J. LANDRY , . ayaa teur, 
a rough-cut version of the show, op- | A complete, detailed, many-sided _ Apparent reason for the decline 
tioned it with the right of taking it |campaign for the use of radio has 7 e in the number of professional barn 
under his wing after viewing this VM War-Mon er |been worked out by the United States Pros all t il | theatres this season is the unprofit- 
coming Sunday’s regular perform- ore g |Treasury to sell the public its new able business that characterized -last 
ance. National Defense Savings Stamps and summer generally. Some of the 
Billy Rose. who has heretofore con- ° bonds. Redio, under the setup, will * |regular stands, such as Stockbridge, 
fined himself to terra firma and | h A d become the onsielsal sallinguct di- Slee In acé Mass.; Skowhegan, Me., and Dennis 
Z aquatic spec, has been interested for | arges ime rectest of the sniitiaied cent sail D p Mass., ground out a profit last sum- 
the better part of a year in an ether | While ein Abn 4 m6 a4 * | mer, but many others ordinarily 
; edition of ‘Jumbo’ and the ‘Aqua-| ue newspapers an magazines drawing good business were just 


cade,’ and Morris will reportedly at- 
tempt to sell him Dutton'’s extrava- 
ganza as a basis. 


Morris brought Lem Ward down 


here with him to build a production | 


around the diamond in the raw be- 
(Continued on page 55) 


Now It’s Candid Movies 


In Saloons; or the Saga 
Of Louie, Ex-Bartender 


Milwaukee, April 22. 


Louie’s were sucking up the last bub- 


At Hollywood 


Washington, April 22. 

More rocks were thrown at the 
motion picture industry last week by 
Congressional Charges 
of propagandizing and war-monger- 
ing came from Representatives 
James O’Connor, Montana Democrat, 
and Lewis D. Thill, Wisconsin Re- 
publican. 

Hope that the film industry will 
change its ways Was voiced by 
Representative Thill, who inserted in 


isOlationists 


deploring her participation in propa- 


and moving pictures will cooperate, 
it appears that the active leadership 
of the publicity drive will be radio’s 
job. 

Through radio, and especially the 


|clear channel stations, the Treasury 


will be able to reach the farmers, a 
great improvement over the last war, 
when it was simply too difficult to 
do an effective Liberty Loan job with 
the remote sod-busters. 
The Treasury also expects redio to 
(Continued on page 35) 


Jimmy Walker’s Lyrics 


~ In Crowded D.C. 


Professionals playing Washington 
face the problem of getting sleeping 
accommodations. The casts of sev- 
eral shows have _ solved the sit- 
uation by sleeping in Pullmans, those 
so doing including a recent musical 
show and a name band, but individ- 
uals have found it most difficult to 
| obtain quarters within the city. 
Capital has rarely been so 
chiefly because of defense 
It's reported 


The 
crowded, 
spending and projects. 


lease bill was enacted are living as 


about able to get by. Other estab- 
lished spots, such as Mt. Kisco and 
Suffern, N. Y., folded last summer 
without finishing the season. 

One expected development this 
se2son is the discontinuation of the 
(Continued on page 50) 


Low-Number Draftee 
Juveniles Are a Bad 
Investment—Piazza 


It 9 ; the Congressional Record a news- * |that many persons regularly em- Shortage of lecding men, always a 
was 2 a.m. and the boys in paper interview with Lillian Gish or tolz-Herczeg Show ployed in Washington since the lend-, Hollywood problem, has been ag- 





: ; . ganda pictures during the World a ; far away as Baltimore. severest point in Hollywood history. 
table having trouble tearing open. War Thill said Hollywood is Jimmy Walker is doing the lyrics — . So declared Ben Piazza RKO’s 
rj Ingers arr , 2 reare : é ait : . mieshate ' ALtda, . 
ig at scarred by 30 years - ‘seemingly reenacting the war propa-| for a new musical being readied for . tudio talent scout. who arrived in 
ung-starter ai : ad arrive hs ace : hue = se ‘ 
mie est ehscdier--tigaas had arrived anda role played by the movies fa}] presentation. Former mayor's PAN-AMERICANISM S New York Monday (21) for a gander ; 
§ “ Re oe neh : prior to the last war’ and appealed music-writing pardner is Robert at the shows and at people lined up ' 
Ac > out - = c 9. oree cir- . s Sire ; MUS Writitlf < ne! - : - 4 
ach. he gutturalled as a green cil-| +t) the producers to ‘act in the in- 2 by Arthur Willi, RKO’s eastern : 
cular dropped out of a big envelop, samme of A enerinns Wood and Stolz best known for his ‘Two talent he ’ : 
‘ I 5 pi All ilCatil Wl ali 11e ead 
whi ¢ siness!’ : ; . - > : 
. : : a business! ,, | treasure Heat rhree-Quarter Time.’ Book . The gove ne ( men ‘ 
Whatsamatter with the business?’, Similar eee me from O’Con- Siar ne ; ° begs : 4 
Joe G ; mage eget <cviatagh roman be repared by Geza Herczeg With hopped up interest recent the age group we seek 
J O€ xOON inquired Over an empty no! In talking about agitation for . — Se rig capt ( tir ] 47 i 
ac ¢ . » Ae i Laliniting, ab ul ARile« awe U ‘ r the Mo or ict ra J ari. 4 / —_— - ‘ : , j art ) er or nave 7) , 
Blass, anxious to start any kind of war, the Montanan agreed with ~ 0 Ps : sees on gr Latin-America, flood of good w! ‘ 3 
conversation that might lead Louie . ‘a eer eS " ao z xs emy award for nis screenplay of rganizations being formed ji gir 
So" tepresentative H Carl Andersen Fr oe gee 7 ae . ear C 
to set one up afte closing. Minnesota Republica that pictures ] 4 A iE ne oticial Rockefeller on Bullfi rhti . . C i - 1% 
"7e ain’t the same,’ Louie griped. nate being 1 ed to inflame the U. S Show, it ; 110 Wlil bea! re- I ttee on nemi pher ( reiatior ad lg ng In u ya il 
‘What > 9 i pao al 4 PU ( Pritia Tl) if . ie "o , : aaa ‘ Tha headache I tect gwar 4 curl ry 7 rT o - 
hat ain’t the same mbdDiance to yme aspects of ‘The Nheadach sa Bat Kc ‘ - j 
Si = , caer il ' xr ist Time in 4( S. i 
‘The saloon business ain’t the same, Wonder Bar,’ Al Jolson starrer of | committee investigation has revealed € { ) Y rs 


bles of foam. Louie sat at a corner 


that's what,’ Louie flung back sadly, 
realizing that it was a mistake that 





LEASE-LEND’S YANKEE 


1931. It’s the 


of a band 


story of the evolution 
Outfit starts as a string 


is hotels forming Pan-American 0! 


(Continued on page 47) 


grevated by the draft to possibly the 


Havana, April 22 
For the first time in 40 years bull- 
hting will 


(Continued on page 52) ensemble, five years later is shown - - fig take place on Cuban 

ee See - | INFLUENCE ON BRITISH as a swing combo, and five years B J k B soil. 
Par’s T _ ° after that is presented as strictly a anquet to ac enny The National Sports Commission, 
s Texas Guinan sour longhair classical crew. ae ee in its current program of selling 


Musical Next Year 


Film based on the iife of Texas 
Guinan will be a high budget musi- 
cal for Paremount’s 1941-42 program. 
B. G. de Sylva will produce. 


London, April 22. 
Awakening of British conscious- 
ness to their American cousins has 
become increasingly evident of late— | 
Circa lease-lend—with the thawing 
of typically Anglican conservatism 


Picketing Pickets 


testaurant union pickets parading 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Jack Benny's 10th year in broad- 
casting will be celebrated May 9 by 
an NBC dinner at the Biltmore Bowl 
with 1,000 presen. Clay Morgan of 
NBC in New York is here to edit 


Cuba, has contracted Jaime Noaim 
and Rafaelito, matadors, for appear- 
ances on April 27, May 4 and 11. 


Lopez Turns Savant 


Par: — . £ “tpi ES ee 

*aramount has bought the film for the adoption of things Yankee in front of the Brass Rail, N. Y., invitation list from 2,000 name Boston, April 22 

rio we gee = on . ee " . : 

rights to 14 scrapbooks containing This town now has Winchell run-' went on strike Monday against their Delegation of about 200 will come Vincent Lopez |} signed a cone 
. E 1 of ¢ t Wi ome ‘ 4 the ols 


material on Tex Guinan’s life. 








and Ray- 


ning daily in the Express, own union. They have been getting here from New York and Chicago. tract to write a book on his hobby, 
mond Gram Swing on Sundays; Old $2.50 a day, but wanted $3. Now Niles Trammell will be a chief astrology, tentatively titled ‘Predice 


JOHN VS. LIONEL ON RADIO 


Hollywood, April 22. 


Cross road 
spots, and 


Charing 


conspicuous 


Glory bedecks 


among othe! 


the union is, 
old p ckets by 


in effect, picketing the 
putting on new side- 


3rainerd 


speaker. Sid Strotz, Bertha 
and John Royal will 


come west. 


tions’ to be published 


Co. 


by U. S. Sales 


John and Lionel Barrymore tilt there are plenty signs of direction to walk waltzers NBCers will fly from here to N.A.B Some of the chapters: ‘Why the 
verbal lances on the Seal Test airer the American Eagle Club. The Brass Rail holds a Broadway | convention in St. Louis. Human Body Is Like a Radio Set,’ 
May 1. Headlines have taken on a tablaid! record run, its pickets having not Half hour broadcast will be aired ‘Why Astrology Is Ridiculed,” and 

No holds are barred. ‘lingo let up for around three years from banquet.* ‘Balance and Rhythr if Life.’ 
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Doug’s Widow Denies Feuding With 
Jr—As Yet —Over Fairbanks Estat 


B way Was Never Like This 


Hollywood, April 22. 
One of the busiest actors in Hol- 
lywood is Richard Lane, who moved 
off the Broadway stage in July, 1937, 
and is now appearing in his 90th 
Tight Shoes,’ the Damon Run- 





By GEORGE FROST 

Double - barrelled ‘double = talk’ 
bounced around LaGuardia Field, 
New York, when Norma Shearer and 
the former Lady Sylvia Ashley were 
eased down in an American Air- 
liner Friday (18) to tell newsmen 
ebout their trip from Mexico City 
and their plans for a N. Y. visit. The film, 





arn at Universal. 
rumor that the widow of Douglas ¥°" yarn aid Stes 
Fairbanks and her stepson, Douglas 1” three and a half years “—_ 
Fair banks, a are as friendly as the has appeared in an average O “~ 


German Luftwaffe and the RAF was pictures a year. 


en ae Fairbanks’ Trust 
Funds of $1,407,000 
In NLY., Pitt Banks 


yet begun. 
Miss Shearer told those within ear- 
shot that her companion and she 
were in the Town of Tinsel and 

Trust funds totalling $1,407,000 in 
orations on the subject, she coun- New York and Pittsburgh banks | 
tered: ‘There is no dispute—as yet.’ were held by Douglas Fairbanks 
The travelers said they would from 1926 until the time of his death, 





Tenements ‘on a business visit.’ The 
working end of the question box was 
swung toward the widow and she 
queried back: ‘Business? What busi- 
ness?” Told that Old Lady Rumor 
saith she and young Doug were 
mapping a Dodger-Giants feud over 
the estate of the late Doug Fairbanks 
and that she was here to hear legal 








turn toward the West Coast again an accounting of his estate filed in 
(Continued on page 55) New York revealed last week. 
|Papers covered only the screen- | 

|player’s eastern assets. They were 








Benefit for Bert Swor, 
It and Broke, in Dallas 


Dallas, April 22. 

Bert Swor, once one of*the top 
blackface comics and a _ big-time 
vaude headliner for years, will be on 
the receiving end of a benefit here 
Saturday (26). Show is. being 
arranged by the local Variety Club 
tent and will be given at midnight 
at the Majestic theatre. 

Swor is bedridden and broke, ill- 
ness and reverses having depleted all 

at was left of the great amount of 
coin he earned on the stage. 

He 





FONDA’S BRUSHOFF |accompanied by a petition for a 
transfer of these assets—the only 
T0 THE FAN MAGS ones which are liquid—from New 
Accounting disclosed that only two 
of the beneficiaries named in Fair- 
Omaha's Henry Fonda, graduate of quests. They are the Motion e% 
the local Community Playhouse and ture Relief Fund and Charles 
over the fan mags tooth and nail at, personal friend. Both got $16,000, 
the Chamber of Commerce luncheon total amount due them, in December. 
of 
glamorizing of subjects in the fan Fairbanks’ largesse, including his 
magazines was regrettable and ex- wife, former Sylvia Ashley, and 
aspects of the publications that fea-| of their coin in the fall. It’s con- 
ture the hour-by-hour lives of the tingent on the New York courts ap- 
Winding up his talk, Fonda said 
that after all, Hollywood was only 
Nebraska state capital, is known as 
‘The holy city’ for its strictly blue- 
have been concerned. 
Fonda is a big favorite here and 
Several years ago he came to the 
rescue of his alma mater, the Play- 
full set of new seats. 
’ | ° 
It'll Probabiy Wind Up 


York to California. 
Omaha, April 22. banks’ will have received their be- | 

No. 1 local dramatic success, went Lewis, actor’s physical trainer Bo 
for him. Fonda declared that the Others named as_ recipients 
pressed himself freely about other Doug, Jr., are expected to get part 
flicker greats and near-greats. (Continued on page 53) 
‘Lincoln with foothills.” Lincoln, 
nose procedure where amusements 
has a number of relatives in the city. 
house, and planked down coin for a 

As His Next Film Story »: 





Mexico co City, April 22. originally started with a 

Anthony Quinn, film player, quali- brother in vaude, the act billed as 
fied as a newsman when leaving here the Swor Bros, Then, on his own, 
for Los Angeles. The actor was on he became a _ topnotcher on _ the 
the train bound for El Paso, Texas, Variety stages and in minstrels. For 
when it crashed head on into an in- ® Short time he was one of the 


bound freight train, killing a traine Morans with the late Charles E. 
man and injuring 20 other persons, Mack in the “Two Black Crows,’ af- 
including Quinn. The Hollywoodian’s ‘¢* Mack and the original George 
hurts were slight. Moran became estranged for a few 
Before the excitement had sub- Y€&ars. 
fided and without medical attention, 
Quinn phoned the news to a local 
newspaper. His was the first infor- 


mation of the wreck to reach this 
city. Quinn continued to Los An- 
geles on the emergency train fur- 


nished a few hours after the wreck. 


Mitchell, Lindy Wade 





| with Lou 


RCA Theatre Television Demonstration 


On Their Own 


Mrs. Harry Goetz, whose husband | 


is now producing for Columbia, and 
Charles LeMaire, theatrical costume 
designer, have opened a dress shop 
in New York's East 50's. 

Layout is known as LeMaire Orig- 
inals. 


Durbin-Paul Wedding 


Eschews Tinsel, Baliy; 
Close Friends Attend 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Although it was the first great 
‘State wedding’ Hollywood has seen 
since Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
Raymond were married, Deanna 
Durbin’s wedding last Saturday (19) 
was staged with simplicity and good 


taste. There were no celebrities in- , 


vited who had not worked with 
either Miss Durbin or Vaughn Paul, 
bridegroom and Universal associate 
producer. 

Instead, the cameramen, grips, 
electricians, wardrobe girls, artists, 
= players, publicity men and other 

niversal attaches the 
cae filled the pews of the Wilshire | 


Methodist Episcopal Church, along 
with relatives and friends of the 
families. 


Actress, 
affair, 
church, 
5,000 fans gathered along Wilshire 
boulevard to watch the wedding ; 
party arrive and leave: 
no lights and no loudspeakers. 
one photograph was shot of the 
ceremony as it was performed by 
Dr. Willsie Martin. Stills were made 


who staged-managed eo | 
nixed all display outside the 


'as Paul and Miss Durbin emerged 


Contnucd on page 51) 


ABBOTT AND COSTELLO 


| VICE CANTOR IN ‘HATS’ 


Abbott and Costello have been 
loaned by Universal to Jules Levey’s 
Mayfair Productions for the starring 
position in ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ 
Costello playing the Al 
Jolson role. This, naturally, means 
that Levey’s deal for Eddie Cantor is 
cold. Martha Raye also has been set 


for ‘Hats,’ repeating her chore in the | 


original stage version. 

No production date has been set, 
but the film probably won't be re- 
leased until next spring, Jolson in- 
tending to take the show on tour 
again next fall. 


Off Again 
Hollywood, April 22. 
Universal has pulled the ‘Abbott 


and Costello’ 
‘In the Navy,’ 


name from the title 
team’s next feature. 
Insertion of star team name in 
title didn’t work out because Dick 
Powell has ome! billing in the film. 


Come in Packages Now 


Hollywood, April 22 
Package deal, price $235,000. is be 
ing offered to picture studios. with 
a complete script, director and two 
stars. 
Stars 


are Shirley Temple and 
Warner 


Baxter and the director is 


| Al Santell. 


New York Installation for Film Industry’s Benefit 
Costs Over $25,000 


Hurt on RKO Location + 





Hollywood, April 22. 
Thomas Mitchell suffered concus- 
sion of the brain when thrown from 
a horse in a runaway scene in ‘Devil 
and Daniel Webster’ at RKO. Lindy 
Wade, kid actor, also was injured 
s'ichtly when the nags bolted. 


AYLESWORTH MAY 
VISIT SOUTH AMERICA 


M. H. Aylesworth, former NBC 
& president, may be ‘dra ; vel- 
“Jevil’ lately had been held up son A, Rockefeller ceed Ra US. 
peding Mitchell’s recovery from a South American goodwill setup “to 
leg injury suffered on the Warner do a special selling job on shortwave 
Jot. The full extent of injuries in broadcasting, The draft would be 
Mitchell's latest mishap still are for around 90 days and the assien- 
undetermined at Cedars of Lebanon ment would be te tour South Ameri. 
hospital. ca, urging local distributors of | 
Two specialists were called in to- American-made products to tie in 
day (Tuesday) to determine the ex- on programs shortwaved from the 
ten. of injuries. It is believed he US and rebroadcast by S.A. sta- 
may have suffered internal injuries tions. 
which were not immediately diag- Aylesworth would serve as a dol- 


nosed. Also hanging on the outcome |lar-a-year man and the designation 
is ‘Unexpected Uncle,’ for which 


would give him his first opportunity 





procuction had been slated to start to get back into the broadcasting 
May 1 following completion of picture since he resigned as NBC | 
*Devil.’ prez in 1936. 


,door promoters and the press. 


j}also whether 
scheme of their operations. 
‘the company will try to work out a | 
leasing price and start installing the | 


Demonstration of standard theatre 
screen television which the RCA 
Manufacturing Co. is putting on at 
the New Yorker theatre, off Broad- 
way May 9, is primarily for motion 
picture theatre operators. The tele- 


| vised event will be the Ken Overlin- 
‘Billy Soose fight at Madison Square 


Garden and among the other in- 


vitees to the demonstration will be | 


various classes of indoor and out- 


001 It is 
similar to demonstrations in London 
during 1939, 

RCA’s idea is to find out whether 
the film exhibitors regard this de- 


, velopment as something that can be 


useful to them at the boxoffice and 
it can fit 
If so 


equipment. Meanwhile the ony 
(Continued on page 55) 


ever 


bridal pair | 


although there were some | 


There were | 
Not, 


into the | 


| SHFSHSSSSe Sees 
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?THE BERLE-ING POINT 


SESS SSEFFSEEFOO SHH 


Yessir! It's still raining out here! 





; By Milton Berle 


40444444444 448 
Hollywood, April 22. 


In fact, the weather is so bad, the 


Civil Aeronauties Authority grounded the swallows flying back to Capis- 


trano. 


One thing I like about Hollywood is that you have the ocean at your 


door—and sometimes in your cellar. 


Had dinner at producer Sol Wurtzel’s 
They even have surf boards in the bathtubs. 
Marlene Dietrich really started something with slacks. 
mother—and it was my brother. 

She just signed a three-year contract—she 


seen. 


I kissed my 
Sure proud of Mother. 
bought a Frigidaire on time. 


mansion. It’s the biggest home I've 


The other day 


Broadway Department 
My tailor wires that Ben Blue just had a new suit made—with a special 


pocket for scratch sheets. 


Monte Proser is turning Madison Square Garden into a dance hal} this 
summer—from battered pugs to jitterbugs. 


Frankie Conville, 


the Earl Carrolloon, 


knows a Bronx safecracker who 


broke with his girl and now he’s carrying a blowtorch for her. 


had to fire his wife’s boy friend. 


Bob Weitman wires that things are so bad for a certain producer that he 


Holly woediana 


Flash. 
same day. 


W. C. Fields received Four Roses for Easter—and finished it the 


Vine street is the only place in the world where the touch system has 


nothing to do with a typewriter. 


Olivia de Havilland is busy knitting socks for Jimmy Stewart 


-and 


Stewart is busy knitting sweaters for Lana Turner. 


| Now that Maxie Rosenbloom has been signed for the lead in, 


‘Harvard, 


| Here I Come,’ he sleeps in a cap and gown. 


Radie Department 
| Do you think BMI music will bring back watchfobs? 


to the program, 
ad-libs. 


fare in his pajama pocket. 
What have the 
| Oscar Levant? 


A certain radio comedian’s house was robbed while he was listening 
‘Take It Or Leave It.’ 


They stole everything but his 


Know a radio actor who walks in his sleep so much his wife puts cab 


‘Quiz Kids’ got that Jack Benny couldn’t learn from 


Hangnail Descriptions 


John Barrymore: The Bottle Cry of Freedom. 
.J. Benny-D. Wilson: Jack and Jell-o. 


Delicacy. . 
Marlene Dietrich: Leg-cellent.. 
!'Darnell That Dream...U. S. 
Toil. 


..Sonja Henie: A Frozen 
.. Vie Mature: Lava Boy... 


.Leif Erickson: Farmer Boy. ..Mickey Rooney: 
Internal Revenue: 


For Whom the Berles 


Observation Department 


better, wear a sweater.’ 
Eavesdropped at Bublichki: 
suspicious.’ 
Eavesdropped at Chasen’s: 
match.’ 


Whatever Became of. 


Wills & Davis 

Malinda & Dale 

Irving & Jack Kaufman 
Jane & Katherine Lee 


Some people say 
Broadway. 


Gershwin’s Bio at WB 


To Be Tagged ‘Rhapsody’ 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Title of George Gershwin’s life 
story, to be filmed at Warners’ is 
‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ named after the 
composer's most popular work: 

Ira Gershwin is due here next 
month to collaborate with the screen 
writers, Wally Klein and 
MacKenzie. 


« 


Aeneas 


bd 


Irving Barry. 
Steve Broidy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Collins. 
Vince Dempsey. 
Roy Disney. 
Charles Feldman. 
Charles Ford. 

Sam Fuller. 

Tony Gale. 

John Garfield. 
Mitchell Hamilburg. 
Oscar Hammerstein. 2d. 
O. B. Hanson 
Henry Herzbrun. 
Jean Holloway. 
Jules Levey. 

John McCartney. 
Jack Miller. 

Alan Mowbray. 
Harmon Nelson, 
Ben Piazza. 

Nat Perrin. 

H. C. Potter. 

Irene Ric). 

Joseph Ruttenberg. 
Sig Schlager. 
Edgar Selwyn. 
Kate Smith. 
Robert Sinclair, 
Barbara Stanwyck. 
Arthur Stebbins. 
Ted Straeter. 
Sylvan Taplinger. 
Robert Taylor. 
Peggy Thompson. 
Glenn Tryon. 

Jane Tompkins. 


ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford C. Fischer. 
Oscar Morini, Carlos Moore, Charles 
j| Pathe. 


to N. Y. 





Slogan for actresses who don’t do well in pictures: 
‘Stay out of my dreams, 


‘He has 


‘If you want to do 
my wife is getting 


rattlesnake shoes—and a face to 





° 

Holmes & Lavere 

‘Change Your Act, or 
the Woods’ 


Back to 


Afterpiece 


you can keep Holly 
I'm satisfied as long as they both keep me. 


‘SHEARER AS DANCING — 


wood. Others say you can keep 


PRINCESS IN M-G PIC 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Next starrer for Norma Shearer at 
Metro is ‘We Were Dancing,’ a yarn 
about a Polish princess who makes a 
living as a professional guest. 


Sidney Franklin production will 
be the first Metro appearance for 
Miss Shearer since she played in 
‘Escape’ with Robert Taylor. 


ensiad Pree — 


Full-Fledged Producer 


Hollywood, April 22 
Harriet Parsons has been elevated 
to producer-writer-director post on 
feature films at Republic. 
The daughter of the Hearst col- 
umnist has been making one-reelers 
in the ‘Meet the Stars’ series at this 


studio. 

April 19 «New York to Lisbon) 
Mrs. Emlyn Williams, Kirsten Flage 
stad, Richard de Rochemont (Clip- 
| per). 


April 18 (Los Ange'es to Honolulu) 
Nunnally Johnson (Lurline). 


April 18 (New York to Los An- 
geles) Frances Gashel (President 


Monroe). 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Lady Sylvia Ashley. 
Madeleine Carroll. 
Alice Faye. 

Gene Fowler. 

E. S. Gregg. 
Bernard Herrmann. 
Margot Johnson, 
Mori Krushen. 

Hal Matson. 
Dorothy Peterson. 
Oscar Serlin. 

Norma Shearer. 
Edward Sherman. 
Norman Taurog. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Tracy. 
‘Herbert J. Yates. 
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Naughty Disk Jams Up Dwight Fiske; (TFS CHANCE 
US. Calls Esper’s Platter ‘Lewd Matter’ 





A. 
v 





Philip Pratt, an instructor at the 
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, N. Y., was 
awarded $6,000 damages for libel in 
a Brooklyn supreme court action 
against Dwight Fiske, the John Mc- 
Bride Co. and John McBride, head of 
the publishing company, by e@ jury 
before justice Phil A. Brennan. RCA, 
which had made records of ‘Coney 
Island Honeymoon,’ the allegedly 
libelous disk, was let out as a de- 


fendant. 

The record tells of the slightly 
eulphurous happenings in the Coney 
Island Hotel of one Pratt and his 
wife, a taxidermist. Plaintiff in this 
instance merried a woman connected 
with the Museum of Natural His- 
tory, and the jury decided the 
similarity was a little too close for 
comfort. Damages were assessed at 
$2,000 each against Fiske, McBride 
Publishing Co. and McBride. 

The reason RCA was not held 
liable as a defendant was that the 
recordings were privately made for 
Fiske and not intended in any way 
for public use. Because they were 
not, and were never intended to be 
used commercially, the record com- 
pany was held blameless. 





Dwain Esper Faces U. S. Rap 

Los Angeles, April 22. 
Trial of Dwain Esper, independent 
film producer, charged with violat- 
ing the U. S. code governing the 
interstate shipment of lewd matter, 
goes to trial here June 3 before a 
jury in the U. S. District court. Es- 
per is accused of sending phono- 
graph records, via Railway Express 
to Terre Haute, Ind. His demurrer 


was recently overruled by Judge 
Harry A. Hollzer in U. S. District 
court. 


Esper has been mixed up in pro- 





duction of sex films in Hollywood 
for a number of years. Platters 


| 


which he is accused of shipping, with ) 


one or two exceptions, had salacious 
titles. 

inal complaint on file in the U. S. 
court here as to who made the re- 
cordings, but supposition is that Es- 
per played a part. 


Shanilin’s Parlay; Two 
Critics’ Awards, ‘Rhine’ 
And ‘Corn’ (Foreign) 


Lillian Hellman’s ‘Watch on the 
Rhine, at the Beck, N. Y., was 
selected as the best Broadway play 


of the season by the N. Y. drama 
critics yesterday afternoon (Tues- 
day), and Emlyn Williams’ ‘The 


Corn Is Green,’ playing the National, 
Was named the top foreign play. 
Both plays are presented by Herman 
Shumlin, it being the first time a 
showman copped both Critics Circle 
nods. tunner-up William 
Saroyan's ‘The People,’ 


was 
3eautful 


which opened at the Lyceum Mon- 
day (21) 

There were 19 ballots cast. Rules 
call for the winner to poll three- 
quarters of the total, but after the 
Seventh ballot that rule was sus- 
pended. ‘Rhine’ thereupon won by 


getting 12 votes, six reviewers stand- 
ing out for ‘People,’ while one cast 
his vote in favor of ‘Native Son,’ the 


Paul Green-Richard Wright mixed- | 


cast drama, produced at the St. 


James by Orson Welles. 


AUTHORS LEAGUE AND 
SWC’S JOINT MEETING 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Plans are under way for a joint 
Coast meeting of the Screen Writers 





There is nothing in the crim- | 


F.D.R. on Free Speech 


Washington, April 22. 

Further assurance that rigid 
Federal censorship is not in- 
tended, at least while the United 
States remains technically at 
peace, was given by President 
Roosevelt last week, but various 
Administration spokesmen _ re- 
newed past pleas for voluntary 
withholding by newspapers and 


radio of any information that 
might have military value to 
enemies of Great Britain and 


possible foes of this country. 
President’s latest disclaimer was 
in a letter to the annual Ameri- 
can Society of Newspaper Edi- 
tors convention, 

Emphasizing his devotion to 
free speech and free press prin- 
ciples, President declared ‘free 
speech is in undisputed posses- 
sion of publishers and editors, 
of reporters and of Washington 
correspondents; still in the pos- 
session of magazines, of motion 
pictures, and of radio; still in 
possession of all the means of 
intelligence, comment, and criti- 
cism. So far as I am con- 
cerned, it will remain there, for 
that is where it belongs.’ 


Coast's Biggest 
Opera Season 


To Cost 7506 


The most pretentious opera season 
in West Coast will be 
launched in 








history 
early 


| San Francisco Opera company, under 


| 





| more, es 
| salaries in 


the manegement of Gaetano Merola, 
its director since 1921. 
regular five-week season in Frisco, 
the company will appear in Los An- 
geles, Seattle, Portland, Sacramento 
and Pasadena. 

Cost of the 10-week will 
probably run as high as $750,000 or 
Merola pays the highest 
the world today for his 
singers, all of whom are Metropolitan 
opera stars. The singers average two 
to three times as much per perform- 
ance on-the Coast as they do in New 
York, where top saiary is $1,000 a 
performance. Merole’s top for the 
same singers is $3,000 a performance. 


season 


UR ORAFTEES 


Inductees Should Write to 
to Which They’re Being 


tions — Radio Engineers 
Wanted in Particular 


MAY USE CIVIL SERVICE 


Musicians, actors and technicians 
trained in radio, legit, vaude, films 


needed by the U. S. Army and will 


their civilian pursuits in military 
service if they take proper steps 
before enlisting or being drafted, 
VarRIETY has been informed by renk- 


ing officers of various Army 
branches. 

The procedure for musicians, legit 
players, vaudevillians, etc., is to 


write to the morale officer of the 
camp to which recruits from the 
particular local draft board are sent. 
Letter, which should be mailed as 
soon @s an approximate date of in- 





October by the! 


Besides the 


duction is determined, should state 
all experience and qualifications. 


Morale Officers of Camps 


Sent, Citing All Qualifica- 





v 


| 
| 
| 


No Regular Army Camp Shows Until 


Fall; When Theatres Will Be Rebuilt: 


Set Summer for Intensive Training 


| 
| 


| 


and other branches of show biz are | 


be given an opportunity to continue | 


— Goddam Tag! 


| Recruits or others with experience 


|in show business but uncertain about 
what camp they will be sent to 
should write to the chief of the 
Army’s morale division, Brig.-Gen- 
feral James A. Ulio, War Depart- 
| ment, Washington, D. C. 

| Radio engineers, in particular de- 


mand by the Army, should com- 
| municate—no matter what camp 
they are to be sent to—with 


|Major R. G. Swift, Radio and Tele- | 


(Continued on page 16) 


The Boys Still Have It 


In for Connie Bennett; 


Further evidence of the pointed- 
ness of Jimmy Walker's famed crack, 
‘I never argue with a newspaper 
beceuse he always has the last word,’ 
New York Times’ l 
of Constance Bennett’s 


man 


was the handling 


marriage to 


Gilbert Roland, Sunday (20). Story 
drove the knife in, but good 
Treatment was coming to the 


screenplayer, the newspaper 


(Continued on page 16) 


Artists signed for his 20th season REPORT AL BOWLLY 
include, among the women, the 
Misses Pons, Flagstad, Roman, Al- DEAD IN AIR RAID 
banese, Sayao, Grace Moore, Swar- | 
thout, Branzell and Petina, while! _ 
some of the male group include Tib- oe ee a 
bett, Bjoerling, Weede, Jzgel, Jobin, the Ray Noble orchestra, was listed 
Schipa Kulln an, Melchior, De Pa- mong those killed in last Wednes- 
olis, Brownlee, Pinza, Alvary ands gay; (16) ‘heaviest of the war’ ail 
Huehn raid on London. Singer spent two 
Conductors include the Messrs. years n the U S t t} yand 
Papi, Montemezzi, McArthur, Leins- | coming here in 1935 and 1 yin 
dorf, and Merola himself. until 1937 when _ he back to 
- — England th N eo } acatl 
\ ye came ick U.S na be 
BECHET’S TOUR DE FORCE came a en, but Bowlly ; 
; at Londo 


He Plays All 
Victor Sides 


The Instruments On 


Sidney Bechet, soprano saxist. in 
| his latest 
}all of the six instruments. used. 
Tunes were made with piano, bass, 
drums, clarinet, tenor sax and so- 
prano sax. 

It was worked by having the in- 
|strumentalist play each part separ 


ately, which was recorded on a 
master and playback disc. As the 
cutting progressed to the next in- 


Guild and the Authors League of strument he played the part for it 


America. 
Slated for a 
some time next 


three-day 
month, 


mark the first get-together of writ- | keep 


| with the previously recorded instru- 


session | ment being fed to him through ear- 
it would | phones from the playback platter, to 


timing accurate. After all 


release for Victor plays! 


He was in his early 40's and wa 
born in Johannesburg, South Africa 


Jack Warners Part 


Hollywood, April 22 
Jack Warner and his wife, the 
former film actress Ann Page, have 
separated ‘because of incompatibil- 
ity,’ it was announced yesterday 
(Monday) by attorneys for the War- 


ner Bros.’ vice-president in charge 
of production. Mrs. Warner has 


taken their six-year-old adopted son 
and gone to the home of relatives, 
it was said. 

Couple were married Jan. 10, 1936, 
at Armonk Village. N.Y. Mrs. War- 


ing groups on opposite ends of the | parts were in they were mixed on a/ner was formerly the wife of Don 
‘Alvarado, an actor. 


continent. 


final master. 


N.Y. Times’ Brushoff 


' 


'around July 1 as his 


| Budget of 


| Clark’s 





Hissers’ Delight 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Five oldtime melodramas, 
slightly remodeled for the mod- 
ern market, have been added to 
Republic’s production schedule, 
to follow ‘The Great Train Rob- 
bery’ and ‘From Rags to Riches,’ 
now being readied by Joe Kane, 
producer-director, 





New oldies are ‘Ten Nights in 
a Barroom,’ ‘Nellie the Beauti- 
ful Cloak Model,’ ‘Lost in the 
Big City,’ ‘Sink or Swim’ and 
‘The Black Crook.’ 








How re You Gonna 
Square Mother 


Screenwriter Geza Herczeg and Joe 


Breen, code 


administrator, 


Hays office production 


have just reversed 


their relationship of some 23 years 
aZzo. 
correspondent for the Associated 
Press and Herczeg was in charge of 
censorship in Hungary. Breen had 
to present his dispatches to Herczeg 
for blue pencilling. 


Now Herezeg has just completed 
a session with the Hays office, in 
which Breen held the blue pencil. 


Herczeg was doing the screenplay of 
‘Shanghai Gesture,’ which Arnold 
Pressburger will put into production 
intial United 
Artists release. 

‘Gesture,’ legit version of which 
was written by John Colton and pre- 
sented by Al Woods on Broadway 
in 1926, had been proposed by film 
studios to Hays office some 30 times 
before Herczeg’s present screenplay 
was approved. Even the title was 
it one time banned for films. Rather 
than by deleting material, Herczeg 
claims he won approval by adding 


some 75 of original material to the 


play. 
Pressburger bought screen rights 
from Lee Shubert, who had previ- 


ously acquired all rights from Wood. 
$800,000 has been set up 
for film, producer declared. All four 
the localed in a 
brothel, with the principal 
named ‘Mother 
Pressburger said he is seeking Lor- 
etta Young for the ‘Goddam’ role 


acts of are 
Shanghai 


character 


legiter 


“STILL UNLUCKY 


12-Letter Stepin Fe(t)chit Pinched 


—No Auto License 


Di ppping the ni t ‘t’ from h 13- 
letter name was no yodluck charn 
Fe(tichit Four days after 
} announced intentior it last 
week's Variety to drop the 13 ‘jinx 


the colored entertainer was 


to Stepl 


by local gendarmes fot 

out a New York license 
Fechit took his 

a short 


manager's auto for 
shows at 
filling 


between 
where he is 
and 


spin 
Oasis, 
two-week stretch here, was 
halted a block later by bluecoats 
They promptly charged him 
driving without an operator's license 


and hauled him to precinct house. 


with 


Negro comic showed his California 
license and said he didn’t know 
another was required here. Also, 
he was almost late for second show 
at Clark’s, and would thev let him 
|go? They would in $50 bail, so 
Fechit had to scurry up that sum 


from a friend. 
California license 
charge in City Court Saturday (19). 


won his dis- 


At that time, Breen was a war | 


Goddam.’ 


+ 
+ cdma 
| 


Although there may be occasional 
| shows in the army camps, subject 
to the orders of individual com- 
mandments, organied presentations 
| for trainees are not definitely dated 
until autumn. Latest word from 
| Washington is that touring shows are 
|not wanted until October, because 
| the summer will be devoted to in- 
jtensive training and there will be 
|outdoor diversions for the men. 

After another trip to Washington, 
| Robert E. Sherwood, of the army’s 
‘advisory committee on entertain- 

ment, informed Bert Lytell of Equity 
that an operating committee will be 
‘formed to direct camp stage shows. 
Equity and the other talent groups 
will be represented on the commit- 
tee and it is fully expected that man- 
agers, directors and other practical 
showmen will also be members. Ac- 
cording to plans, theatres will not 
be reconstructed before late Septem- 
ber, structural changes including the 
installation of dressing rooms, an 
important requirement. 

At this time it is realized that the 
touring of shows cannot be inclusive 
of all the camps because of dis- 
| tances between them. Country will 
(Continued on page 55) 


BUTLER-KYSER 0. 0. 
TEXAS ‘LOCATION’ 


San Antonio, April 22. 

David Butler, Hollywood director, 
has arrived here with Kay Kyser and 
his orchestra. Butler plans to look 
over 2 location site for a proposed 
picture. 

It was understood here that several 
scenes of the forthcoming Kyser will 
be filmed during the two-day stay 
here of Kyser and his orch. Also 
that a maverick (a young uhbranded 


calf) would be presented to Kyser 
by Mayor Maverick which will be 
sent to Hollywood and used in the 


picture. 
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U.S. Filmers Using Lease-Lend Law 
As a Wedge to Dislodge More Than 
$75,000,000 Now Frozen in Gt. Britain 





,*% 
——. -_—— — 


ec: of oe employed Bogart Forces WB’s Hand 


as the instrument or agency for dis- 


| mining well at the b.o. 
| hour feature compiled from six two- 
|reelers made by Chaplin for Mutual | 


CHAPLIN, NEW OR OLD, 
STILL STRONG AT B. 0. 


While Charles Chaplin’s ‘The Great 
Dictator’ is hitting grosses in general 
release that are suprising even the 
distributors, United Artists, another 
chunk of Chapliniana is likewise | 
It’s a two- | 








| back in 1916 and 1917. 


billed as ‘The| 


Compilation is 


lodging more than $25,000,000 in| —_—-—- ‘Charlie Chaplin Festival,’ cere 
money reputedly now frozen in Hollywood, April 22. | at the Sth Ave. negro dig aA | 
Great Britain, according to latest re-| Humphrey Bogart, recently sus- apenes Pager -~ Mata in a couple 
ports. Understood that negotiations | pended by Warners, balked at going LereAnagentyye Keenan Washington and 
are going forward ailhough no offi-| on Life Buoy broadcast of Wagons Peerradtond Distribs are Guaranteed 


cial confirmation has been made by | Roll at Night’ next Friday (25) un- 
a film official or Haysicn because of | less restored to the company’s pay- 
the hush-hush attitude requested by roll. 

British officials, Lord Halifax, am-| The studio lifted the suspension 
bassador to U. S. from England, is when the actor refused to go on 
reputed to have asked that no Ameri- the air show. 

can film officials discuss the subject, 
end this request is being closely fol- 
lowed. 

Based on the contention that near- 

ly 67% of U. S. distributor income is 
being frozen in Great Britain under 
the new frozen coin pact, which 
ends next Nov. 1, it is estimated that 
by then around $40,000,000 or more 
income coin will be piled up in Great 
Britain. American distribution com- 
penies were allowed half of the dis- a marathon champion in ‘Gone With 
tribution income, after deducting) the Wind,’ is mulling the idea of a 
about 33% for operating costs, oF | sarin of 40-minute pictures bzsed on 
$17.500.000. in the initial frozen/|the short classics of literature. The 
pect that ended lest November./idea is to break down the double- 
Under the presently operating one | feature habit. 
(concluding next November) only With his production assistant, 
$12.900.000 is being remitted, al-|John Houseman, Selznick is going 
though U. S. distributor income is! over a library of ancient yarns that 
reported running about the same, have a tremendous audience <ppeal 
leaving about $22,000,000 income | because they are so widely known 
frozen there. | to many generations. 

Film company executives admit) 





Selznick Planning 
Series of 40-Min. 
Literary Classics 





Hollywood, April 22. 
David O. Selznick, who produced 











| Pictures (Samuel Goldstein and M. E. 
| Sicawitt), who bought the negatives 
‘and copyright for world release from 
RKO. | 

Gurranteed, at the same time, ac- 
quired from RKO six other shorts 
made during the same period. These 
will be release in a year or so In a 
'similar compilation. Opening titles 
have been retained in the films, but 
art work has been added to give the 
impression of an album being un- 
folded and to provide feature-like 
continuity for the shorts. Pix were, 
dubbed with music and sound effects | 
when acquired by Van Bueren Corp. 
(RKO subsid) in 1933. 


PAR’S 11 FOR 
‘41-42 Release 


Throwing two additional pictures 
into production this week, which, | 
according to the company’s latest | 














that this frozen monetzry situation is RO ? TE 
a highly important one for Amer- | ACH’S SA_MINT| A 
ican picture companies just now. 
Sidney R. Kent last week explained 
that it is one of those important mat- 

“s hi Y kept con- 
aay ag Ai not AB TO a aiiy| Number of the ‘streamlined’ (50- 
pressed the belief then that the mat- | minute) features that Hal Roach will 
ter doubtlessly would be cleared | turn out for release next season in- 
for all companies through the Hays | stead of standard-length product will 
office. be done in Technicolor. 


| probably will be ‘Fiesta,’ which 
BAKLEINIKOFF HEADS 





‘Roach originally had on his 1940-41 
slate for a full-lengther. 


Although United Artists a few 


MUSIC DEPT. AT RKO) mie’ ave of the pintcsized features | 


as a starter to test exhib recction, | 





Hollywood, April 22. Roach is preparing to go ahead im- 

RKO signed Constantin Bakleini-|™ediately with 10. Scripts and casts 

koff as head of its music department, | #7 "0w being worked on and the 

to succeed Dave Dreyer, resigned. | first one will go into production in 
Until recently Bakleinikoff was a|#>out two weeks. 

musical director at Metro, and before | First two are ‘Niagara Falls’ nd 

that at Paramount. ‘Tanks a Million,’ both of which were 


originally planned for full-length 
Dorothy Peterson All 





this season. Roach plans a sort of 
stock company cast system which 


PIX IN TECHNICOLOR 


First tinter | January 16. 


i\the Dawn,’ 


schedule of releases will not be de- | 
livered on this season’s contract, | 
Paramount has a total of what ap-| 
pears to be 11 features that are to| 
| be sold on the °41-42 season. A ten- | 
tative slate of releases taking the 
company through to Sept. 1 includes 
none of the following 11 pictures: 
‘Great Man’s Lady,’ ‘Night of, 
‘Skylark,’ ‘Hold Back | 
‘Buy Me That Town,’ 
‘World Premiere,’ ‘Nothing But the 
Truth,’ ‘Henry for President,’ ‘Birth 
of the Blues,’ ‘Among the Living’| 
and ‘Sullivan’s Travels.’ Latter two 
were pleced in production Monday 
(21). Additionally Par has a picture | 
| called ‘New York Town’ which is al- | 
|}ready in the can and will probably 
|be held for the 1941-42 season. 


‘PAR SCOUTING N’YAWK 


| FOR YOUNG WRITERS 


/ 











Hays Office Moves 


for Reparations — 


From Nazis for Seized Paris Funds 


And Property; Anti-Axis Pix Moves 





Ginger’s New RKO Deal 


Hollywood, April 22. 
RKO gave Ginger Rogers a new 
three-year deal calling for two pic- 
tures annually and allowing her one 
outside picture yearly. 
Her current seven-year contract 
expires mid-May. 


Hope’s $100,000 Fight 
For Goldwyn in S. A. 
Aerial Epic Next Fall 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Bob Hope is going to be a smart- 
cracking air pilot with a South 
American background for Samuel 
Goldwyn at $100,000 for a single 
flight, but there won't be any take- 
off until next fall, due to congested 
business on Hope’s home lot at Para- 
mount, 

Original contract between Hope 
and Goldwyn, made when the actor 
was dickering for a new deal with 
Paramount, called for a film to be 
made during June or July, contin- 
gent on the result of his negotiations 
with the home studio. 

The Par schedule will keep Hope 
busy all summer, and there is no 
chance of an outside job unless it 
can be sandwiched somewhere in be- 
tween his jobs at home plate. Gold- 
wyn’s present production schedule 
calls for Hope as his fourth starrer. 
His first is ‘The Little Foxes,’ to be 








followed by a Gary Cooper picture | 


and the co-producing venture with 


Walt Disney on the Hans Christian | 


Andersen fairytale. 


METHODIST MINISTER 
BLASTS WB ‘HEAVEN’ 


Philadelphia, April 22. 
B. Smith Stull, prominent 








Rev. 


Methodist minister, today (Tuesday) 
| attacked WB's ‘One Foot in Heaven’ 


as a ‘scheme on the part of Holly- 
wood to lure church people into the 


| movies.” Speaking before the weekly 


Methodist ministers meeting, Dr. 
Stull declared that inasmuch as the 


Machinery was set in motion by 
the Hays office to obtain reimburse. 
ment from the German government 
for property and money taken over 
by German military authorities jn 
Paris following a meeting last Thurs- 
day (17) of American film company 
foreign managers. The U. S. State 
Department has been queried as to 
the exact status of this takeover. re- 


ported in dispatches from Vichy, 
Also steps were taken to take ad- 
vantage of the setup provided by the 
Foreign Funds Control Commission 
in securing reparations for property 
and funds lost by the German ac- 
tion. 

All foreign managers at the Hays 
officé session expressed deep con- 
cern over the situation in France, al- 
though admittedly having few de- 
tails on what actual action had been 
taken. The film company foreign de- 
partments have feared some such ac- 
tion by the Nazis ever since they 
were told to quit operations in oc- 
cupied France within 30 days after 


Germany marched into Paris last 
spring. That is why most major 
companies sent their European 


chiefs abroad to set affairs in shape 
so they would have a clear account 
of what was on hand in case their 
business was possessed by the Ger- 
man authorities. 


Fred Lange, Paramount's managing 
director for Europe, recently was in 
Paris and lately was reported in 
Spain. But no official word had 
| been received from him by the Par 
| home office on the new development 
in Paris, 





Besides losing exchange and head- 
quarters properties several foreign 
managers estimated some money and 
| a few films also would be lost by the 
|German action. Compensation for 
| losses suffered will be sought by all 
film companies, 


Frozen French Coin in 


Fact that French interests have 
|coin and investments in U. S. would 
be employed as the medium for such 
reimbursement, if not directly from 
ithe German government. Because 
|French funds and investments are 
| frozen in this country, permission to 
|} unfreeze to cover any losses would 
j;have to be taken up with the For- 
| eign Funds Control Commission. 


U. S. 





film was about a Methodist minister | This doubtlessly will be a slow proc- 
it should have had a clergyman of less because it was estimated recently 








rill include Patsy Kelly, ZaSu Pi 
Set at Par, M-G| ar vietor wcture, °° O°" 


Dorothy Peterson planed back to 
the Coast Thursday (17) from New 
York with deals set at Metro and 
Peramount. Film and legit player 
had come east for a role in Tennessee 
Williams’ ‘Battle of the 


being given a preem by the Theatre 
Guild in Boston. Miriam Hopkins 
was starred in ‘Angels.’ She had 
since been playing in various radio 
serials. 

Miss Peterson 


has a four-week 


ticket at Metro. to be followed by | 


appearances in three Henry Aldrich 
6eries films at Par. 


20TH-FOX SETTLES 


Izola Forrester and Mann Page Drep 

—_? Temple Pic Suit 

Suit of Izola Forrester and Mann 
Pave. writers, 
Fox Film was settled and discontin- 
ued Thursday (17) out of the N. Y. 
s'™reme court Suit claimed the 
p!?%jarism of plaintiffs’ pley ‘Joyous,’ 
written ellesedly for Shirley Temnle, 
and reiec‘ee by %0th-Fox. in ‘The 
Poor Little Rich Girl.’ An account- 
ine of profits. an iniunction and da.n- 
aces hod heen soucht. 

The film eomnenv vaid Miss For- 
res‘er and Pave a ‘nominal’ sum to 
settle. 


——— . | 
Fancy Tune Indeed | 
Hollywood, Apri] 22. | 
Costliest music background for a | 
picture in many years is 20th-Fox’s 
bidget for ‘Blood and Sand.’ Alfred 
Newman’s gypsy score will require 
three weeks’ playing by a 90-piece 
symohony orchestra. 
Vineente Gomez, composer-guitar- 
fs‘. recorded 14 numbers for the film 
at an outlay of around $60,000. \ 





| Angels,’ | 
which failed to reach New York after | who founded the newsreel which} 


against 20th Century- | 





‘Chas. Pathe Due Over 
By Clipper Tomorrow 





Charles Pathe, French film pioneer 


| bears his name and made early 


| shorts, is due in New York from Lis- 


bon on the clipper arriving tomorrow 


(Thursday ). 

| Pathe was expected a couple 
| months ago but failed to crrive. No 
word was received from him and 
there were fears for his safety in 
| Paris until it was learned yesterday 
| (Tuesday) that he is on board the 
| flying boat. 


WB’s Band Biz Pic 


Hollywood, April 22. 

‘Hot Nocturne.’ dealing with 

band business, rolls at Warners Anril 

28. with Curtis Bernhardt directing. 
Picture is being adapted 

stage play by Edwin Gilbert. 


the | 


from a} 


| 

| Hollywood, April 22. 

| Paramount is galloping eastward 
on a literary scouting tour to corral 
| writers in the canyons of Manhattan 
} William Dozier, chief of the Par 
story and scripting departments, is 
about to prow] New York for a new 
contract list of young scribes for the 
studio’s 1941-42 program. 

Since B. G. De Sylva moved in as 
production chief, the studio has 
signed a number of writers, includ- 
ing Harry Tugend, Dalton Trumbo, 
iKenneth Earl, Curtis Kenyon, Jo- 
| seph Fields, Jerome Chodorov and 
| Walter De Leon. On his eastern 


tour Dozier will scan the newspaper, | 
for | 


magazine and 
youthful talent. 


playwright field 


RKO Holds Swanson 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Gloria Swanson, returning to pic- 
'tures after an absence of seven years 
for a featured role in ‘Father Takes 
|A Wife’ at RKO, has been held for 
ja second picture on the same lot. 
Option calls for a possible term 
| contract. 
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that faith advising in its making. 
‘Instead Hollywood obtained the 


|advice of a Baptist clergyman,’ he 
said. The Baptist clergyman was 
| the Rev. Daniel A. Poling of the 


| Baptist Temple here and editor of 
the Christian Herald, Protestant pub- 
| lication. 

Dr. Poling was asked by J. L. War- 
ner, vice-president of Warner Bros.. 
to select a technical advisor for the 
filming of Hartzell Spence’s biogra- 
phy of his father. After meeting with 
representative clergymen of protes- 
tant denominations, Dr. Norman Vin- 
cent Peale, of New York, was chosen. 
He is due to leave for Hollywood 
shortly. 


Autry’s Rodeo Encore 


Gene Autry, who winds up a six- 
| week spring 
|ezst around 
la return 
| Garden, 


rodeo 


May 


schedule in the 
negotiating 
date at Madison Square 
N. Y., in the fall. Repub- 
| lic Pictures tumbleweed tenor made 
initial appearance in the MSG 


15, is 


his 


around. 
| Autry’s set to return to the Coast 
|}zround May 15 to start work in 
|‘Down Mexico Way.’ He’s currently 
| rodeoing in Cleveland and goes to 
| Pittsburgh before heading his pinto 
| west.. He had previously been in 
| Washington and Hershey, Pa. 

Rep’s second-string cowhand, Roy 
Rogers, is due in from the Coast 
| during the second week in May for 
a rodeo engagement in Philly which 
Autry handled last. year. 





Johnson’s Long Story 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Julian Johnson inked his 10th con- 
secutive one-year contract as story 
editor at 20th-Fox. 
Department has acquired 28 new 
story properties since the first of the 
year. 





In Madison Sq. Garden’ 


show last season with good results al] | 


| that there are 200,000 applications on 
| file from other American businesses 
'for reparations in different seized 
| nations abroad. Biggest amounts for 
| the film companies will be in prop- 
|}erty taken over by the Nazis, since 
the total loss on films and actual 
|funds would be comparatively small. 


Foreign managers also met Addi- 
|son Durland, new Latin-American 
| expert, who left the same day to 
become a new aide to Joseph I. 
| Breen in Production Code work of 
| the Hays office. 


The same day word of the Nazi 
| seizures came through, Max Cohen, 
las president of Allied Theatre Own- 
lers of New York, informed Ed Kuy- 
| kendall, head of the Motion Picture 
| Theatre Owners of America, that he 
would bring the issue of foreign 
films before the MPTOA convention 
in Los Angeles June 9. N. Y. Allied 
recently passed a resolution asking 
the State Department to ban Nazi 
and Italian films because no 
can films can play totalitarian c 
tries. 

U. S. government already has 
right to ban any film enterting this 
|}country on the grounds that lit is 
immoral or indecent, which gives it 
considerable leeway if they want to 
exercise the authority. However, 
the distributor or importer, of 
! course, can appeal such decision to 
the courts here. 


Independent Theatre Owners 
| Assn. plans to make a formal request 
|that the Government ban German 
|and Italian films in the form of a 
|resolution to be presented at the 
|meeting today (Wednesday). Poll 
| of members indicates that the reso- 
| lution will be unanimously adopted. 
| Tne resolution will point out that 
;during 1940, 45 German and 54 
| Italian films were shown in U. S. 
, and that they netted a total of $22,- 
961 to be used in any way Germany 
,and Italy chose. Also thai most of 
; these were released purely because 
of their propaganda content. 


An eri- 


un- 


the 
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Sol Lesser’s Post as RKO Studio 


Head Complicated by UA Contract 








Whether or not Sol Lesser wangles 
his release from United Artists to 
become production head of RKO, he 
is determined to break the exclu- 
sivity clause in his contract with 
UA, it was learned yesterday (Tues- 
day). Only point which is holding 
up Lesser’s acceptance of the offer 
made to him four weeks ago by 
RKO prez George J. Schaefer is the 
point in his UA pact which prohi- 
bits his werking for any other com- 
pany while the agreement is in force. 

Murray Silverstone, UA topper, is 
resisting Lesser’s demands that he 
be allowed to take the RKO post. 
Lesser has promised, it was learned 
authoritatively, that despite a move- 
over to RKO, he would otherwise 
live up to the letter of his UA deal, 
That would require that he turn 
out at least one picture a year for 
UA for the next three years. Lesser 
has a five-year contract signed two 
years ago. 

[Silverstone declared on the 
Coast yesterday that he had in- 
formed both Lesser and Schaefer 
that he would hold Lesser to his 
contract in an effort to nullify 
any possibility.of an RKO deal.] 


Morros Still Dickering 


Hollywood, April 22. 


York to work on a deal for 
Morros to produce ‘Hunting Tower’ 
for United Artists release under 
James Roosevelt aegis. 

Griesdorf is contract-approval rep- 
resentative for U. A.’s Globe Pro- 
ductions. 





Dave Griesdorf is here from New | 
Boris | 





BWAY PLAYS 





RKO has also entered the ranks of 
film companies ready to back plays 
on Broadway. Prime rule governing 
its choice of legiters, however, 





Schaefer’s offer to the UA pro- 
ducer is said to have been ‘very 
flattering’ and to have ‘come out of 
a clear sky.” RKO studio has vir- 
tually been without a real chief for 
months, Schaefer having taken over 
most of the duties himself from 
titular head Harry Edington. 

Nothing is ascertainable yet as to 
what the position of Edington would 
be if Lesser came in. Edington has 
a contract at $2,500 a 
runs until the end of this year. Pro- 
posed Lesser deal is for five years. 

Lesser, it is known, has not been 
completely happy at UA. His desire 
to get out of an exclusive tieup with 
the company is understood to date 
back long before the RKO offer but 
to have come to a head as the re- 
sult of it. ‘Exclusiveness: of Mr. 
Lesser’s contract is something he 
must rectify,’ it was said yesterday. 

UA has made no secret of its ef- 
forts to hold Lesser, but whether 
it can do so may lie in legal action 
ahead, reminiscent of Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s recent battle to break away. 
Lesser, it is learned, is still nego- 
tiating with Silverstone and if he 
can’t obtain his release even 
guarantee to deliver three more 
tures, he is said to 
in mind.’ 


METRO’S ‘KID’ AHEAD 
OF HUGHES’ ‘OUTLAW’ 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Metro has won a decision over 
Howard Hughes on similar outdoor 
pictures, Hughes is temporarily 


Withdrawing ‘The Outlaw’ to avoid 
conflict with ‘Billy the Kid,’ the 
Metro opus. 

Both films treat with identical 
subjects. | 


’ 
Langton, Rep’s Stor} 
Hollywood, 
Francis Langton has 
story editor by Republic 
He formerly 
department at 


April 22. 


peen 


headed the writers 


Paramount. 





’ 
Trendle’s 20th Year 
Detroit, April 22. 
George Trendle, former Paramount 
partner here, chief of WXYZ station 
and key theatre operator of Detroit, 


has just been reappointed for an- 
Other four-year term as Fire Com- | 
missioner. This will make it e run 


of 20 years. 


He has been appointed by various | 


administrations. 





MERRY MACS’ JU PIC 
Hollywood, April 22 
Merry Macs have been inked for 
acting and singing roles in Univer- 
sal’s ‘Moonlight in Hawaii.’ 
Quartet is currently 
dium here. 


week which | 


with a| 
pic- | 
‘have other plans 


at the Pala-| 


| material for players of star rating. 
Studio will not back plays merely as 











will | 
be that the show be potential film | 


“CHEAP MONEY 


PEED PLAN 


'Main Idea Is to Lower Inter- 


est Rates on Revolving) 
C redits— Columbia, for 
Example, Cuts 1% Off Its. 
Interest — $2,000,000 for 
1941-42 Productions 





U, RKO, PAR ALSO 


, 


market, refunding operations 
are on the upbeat in the industry as 
the principal current financial mat- 
ter occupying the attention of major 
film companies. Columbia, Univer- 
sal, RKO and Paramount either have 
loans in work, negotiated or under 
consideration to refund 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


| 


| 


| tion pictures depend on military and 


" | aking advantage of present ‘cheap 7 


| money 


certain | 


| 


| stocks, supplant other obligations at 


a lower interest rate; or call them | 


| tions will hit the screen in summer 


‘features from four studios are prac- | 


into the company treasury with} 
cheaper interest loans taking their | 
place. 

An agreement with the First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston, Bank of 
| America National Trust & Savings 
Assn, and the Manhattan Co., mak- 


| an investment, as some other com-| 
panies have done. 
Number of scripts are under 


| scrutiny by RKO execs and a num- 
ber have already been looked over 
and rejected. Company is ready to 
put up coin for productions either 
now or in September and isn’t par- 
ticularly fussy under which of the 
three methods prescribed by the 
| minimum basic agreement it operates. 


Selwyn's Metro Play 
Hollywood, April 22. 


| Edgar Selwyn heads for N. Y. to- 
| morrow (Wednesday) to take up 
again as a Broadway producer. He 


for fall production on 


will be ready 
the Metro-financed 


‘We Fought At! 


Arques,’ later to be produced by this | 
studio. 
i Robert Sinclair, who directs, ac- 


companied Selwyn. 


RKO EARNINGS FOR °40 
PROBABLY UNDER 5006 


Rad 
1940, hich the company 
operated almost entirely out of 77-B, 
less than $500,000 
the foreign 


nheum earnings fo! 
} 


| 
o-Keith-O1 
| . , 7 

‘ first ve ar nN U 
| 

| 
| are expected to be 
although figures 


irom 


field are still coming in. This Wall 
| Street estimate takes into considera- 
i uniformly good mcome shown 
lin recent reports by Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum and B. F. Ke ith, two the- 
atre subsidiaries, and improved 
earnings by RKO-Radio Pictures, the 


eoryeged producing- distrib- 
the parent RKO cor- 


picture 
uting subsid of 
poration. 


RKO must file its annual state- 
| ment by the end of tl ynt y 
the Sec rite and Exchange Cor 
mission, lik 
extension ol time peca e é ) 
from fore tions rece " 

eC four mont he i ] 

chedule t} ) » TI 
even statement {1 » Er and co 
ing through lately three mont! e- 
hind normal schedule While the 


statement may be completed some- 
time in May, 
public may have to be postponed un- 
| til the annual stockholders meetin 
early in June. 


Ballet Masters Made 
Overnight—In H’ wood 


actual release to the 


ya 





| Hollywood, April 22. 
| Two ballet George Bal- 
!anchine and Adolf Bolm, have been 
signed by Gregory R: tofl to coach 
Loretta Young in dancing and to 
stave ballet numbers for ‘Tonight 
Belongs to Us.’ 

Picture 


actere 
masters, 


is bei ng read ied at Co 


|} bia, with Ratoff as p1 er-director 


| additional 
| it to retire part of its 


| pay 344%, 
land 3% 


ing a maximum of $3,000,000 in loans 
available to Columbia was revealed 
last week. Only $1,000,000 of this 
credit has been borrowed thus far, 
the money being employed to retire 
the principal amount of its six-year 
sinking fund debentures. These drew 
414% interest, and the new Columbia 
loan is under this figure, said to be 
314° 

Remainder, the $2,000,000 revolving 
bank credit, would be used by Co- 
lumbia partially to finance new pro- 
duction and build up a backlog for 
1941-42 release 

Universal borrowed $1,500,000 last 
fall at a lower interest rate to pay 
off a $1,000,000 loan held by Consoli- 
dated Films, remainder being used 
for studio improvements, etc. Then 
late last December it borrowed an 
$1,000,000 _ ing most of 
3 preferred. 

U’s $2,500,000 

Currently U is 


cure new loans, one for 


attempting to se- 


our yeal 


! uinother fe ive, to supplant it 

present hort-term revolving bank 
+ | } , : | id 

credl uid to be approximately $2,- 


loan would 
corporation a 


extends ovel 


900,000. Advantage of thi 
be that it 
lower interest 


a period of years 


1 
Zives the 


Coin would be 


used in de vel ping a backlog of 
1941-42 production, it Is understood 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum again is 


talking about retiring $4,500.000 


worth of B. F. Keith 6% bonds and 
bringing the Mike Meehan-KAO pre- 
ferred shares into the treasury, with 


nearly $8,000,000 likely 
the combined deal 


needed to 
Directors 


the plan, after which 


Willi 


wing 


ust approve 


it goes to RKO, parent corporation, 
I t that dirt é This 
e ¢ eal line ) t 
i Dé i pe j r t 
faile t eceive app! ‘ fror e 
RKO re Ther now 1eéa 
of b *) , the sir 
! f it t ( re } 
D G ge JI. Schaefe pre 
e! rn e | a and 
plifying of ' peratior 
K-A-O's Saving 


As worked out before, instead of 
paying 6% on the bonds and 7% on 
the Meehan-KAO preferre@, Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum only would have to 
the interest on a mortgage, 
, the rate on the contemplated 
bank loan, This represented an an- 
nual saving of around $230,000. 
With Atlas Corp. (Floyd B. Odlum) 
expected to pick up for 
the remainder of 26,000 pr 
ferred shares held by Meehar 
interests before May, as. reported 
the switch of this 


company 


its option 
KAO pre- 


the 


previously, 


into the treasury is 
eventuate without much 
difficulty. Atlas would be paid its 
hasing price, it is reported. Con- 


mation of the deal would leave les 


pected to 


— 4 


Ww Release of Goldwyn Pictures 
Virtually Reached; Deal Calls for 
15% Distrib Fee, Use of Co.’s Stars 


+ a 


Roosevelt to Far East | Agreement, it is understood, hag 


virtually been reached for distribu. 
Hollywood, April 22. tion of Samuel Goldwyn’s 

Capt. James Roosevelt planed for | 5¥ Warner Bros. Company is said 
the Far East on assignment as an/to have topped all other distribs’ 
a with the U. S. Marine | offers of advantageous terms to the 
His further eiiieiitinas producer, It is reported WB 
handle the Goldwyn output for a 








pictures 





with mo- will 





| Pie ; ; 
operations, | 15% distribution fee, provide all 
| production financing and make 
available its entire roster of playe 
| ers. 


Negotiations are being handled for 
| anion by Leo Spitz, who has cone 
cluded that it would be virtually im- 
possible for any company—with the 


TECHNICOLORS probable exception of Metro, which 
: isn’t interested—to exceed the offer 

by WB. However, inesmuch as 

there’s no particular reason to hurry 


in closing a deal, Spitz is waiting 
with the hope that something even 
better may come along. 

Hollywood, April 22. It is well agreed in distribution 
New ,high in Technicolor produc- | circles that at 15% Warners would 
be no more than breaking even in 
handling the Goldwyn merchandise, 
Producer paid United Artists, from 
which he recently broke away, 25% 
minus discounts which only on 
mendous grossers in markets 
| the world could conceivably bring 
|the fee down to 15% 
Despite all the 








and fall to augment the large num 
ber of tinters now in release. Four 


tically ready for distribution, in ad- 
dition to 11 colored shorts from seven 
plants, and plenty more scheduled 
during the next few months. 

Four Technicolor features to be 
released shortly are Walt Disney’s 


tree 
all over. 


advantageous 


‘The Reluctant Dragon,’ to be dis- terms, other distribs chavs poe 
tributed by RKO; ‘Blood and Sand’ will mave a bargain becuse of the 
by 20th-Fox; ‘Shepherd of the Hills’ | "€W method of selling in blocks-ofe 

five under the consent decree. It is 


by Paramount and ‘Billy the Kid’ by 


Metro. Five currently on the screen that 


expected in each case one or 


are ‘Fantasia,’ Disney; ‘That Night in | two top pictures may be the in- 
Rio,’ 20th-Fox: Thiet of Bagdad,’ | fluencing factor in causing exhibs to 
Korda-UA; ‘Virginia,’ Paramount, | >buy a block. Goldwyn films, with 
and ‘Western Union,’ 20th-Fox. the prestige they carry, therefore, 
Technicolor pictures in work for | could become bait by which more 
the 1941-42 program are ‘Belle Starr’ | playdates and better terms are ob- 
and ‘Miami’ at 20th-Fox; ‘The Year- | tained for the other four pix in the 
ling’ and ‘Blossoms In the Dust’ at | group. 
Metro; ‘Aloha of the South Seas’ Offer of complete financing is no 
and ‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town’ at Para- | particular concession so far as Gold- 
mount; ‘Dive Bomber’ at Warners, | wyn concerned. Virtually any 
and ‘Bambi’ on the Disney lot. company would offer the same, and 
In preparation for future color the producer usually has no diffie 
production are ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ | auttvy in obtaining coin. UA’s proe 
‘Dildo Cay’ and ‘Louisiana Purchase’ | ; 4; | new Greneine unit thought 
at Paramount; ‘Caribbean Cruise’ at); 2. 4, awe heer ‘reated 
20th-Fox, Edward Small’s ‘Corsican | 27 _,°0ME 00, Dave Deen cree 
Brothers’ and Alexander Korda’s | P*™' bait to retain Goldwyn 
‘Jungle Book.’ Asid : the low distribution 
t offered by WB it is par- 
ticularly inviting to Goldwyn is the 
far ay 1} lity With onlv a limite i 
JOHN MOCK AT COL., it Os 8a aun te es te a 
name tetting tonohe end toucher 
D. A. DORAN TO PROD. ‘inais 0 sotan arse wa mater 
will be of real value and relieve 
ma he lache 
Jol} Mock, dereene Fox end te! 


Lond nm, 
ome assistant to D. A. Dora: 
Columbia’s Coast story chief Mock 
back from Europe about a 


Paramount 


has bec 


story editor ir 


WB BACK! OT PAYROLL 
LEAPS 155%, TO 1,400 


has been 


vear and succeeds Mike Kraike at 
Col 
It’s understood Doran will shortly i 
be upped to a prod icer post Ol! the Holly wood Ap a2 
] end Mock will take ove the Seve I ture ! work and Pr 
editorship f ! { have cP an 
‘ f a - 
than 15.000 KAO preferre ®.. ‘ ; , . . x 
Threat of a ) fight e RKO ~ aoe P 9 
{ ider’s meeting June 4 at 
Dove! De I < I ) : e ' ' 
F with the lining u f : er ie 
plan RKO directors cou d act on . effect S 5 
the KAO preferred and Keith bond a ' oa ' ’ ‘ , 
plan, after KAO approval, at its “°° *' v property n — ‘=e : 
meeting this week. However, the © 80 oe me ' — 
ession, scheduled for tomorrow 28? 15 Chic men 
(Thursday) undoubtedly will be ee er 


postponed because Schaefer is on the 

Coast. 
ramount’s proposal to retire the 

first preferred 

I 

, 


shares still is mark- 


ing time although it has been in Hollywood. Avril 22 
work now for several months. Idea Talker rights to the old im 
back of the retirement proposition ‘C! / Fox 

t only is to affect an interest sav- f M WwW S Harris 
ing of 134% to 2% per year but al } "1e@ 
to simplify the corporate structure old da‘ with Marie Prevost as the 
thereby bringing common tock-. st H » Watkinse 
holde closer to substantial divvy *y ed nla the filmed it 
payments. Any new developments Nunnally Johnson h been ase 
are not expected until Stanton Grif- igned to produce the audible vere 
fic returns from Mexico inn 
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Financial Ramifications Behind 
Schenck-Moskowitz Convictions 


Some definition of the future , come for the years 1935-6-7, as re- 





Sounds Fishy 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Wallace Beery went fishing 
and got paid for it yesterday 
(Mon.) in theestar role of ‘Bar- 
nacle Bill,’ a Metro production, 
with 25 tuna boats as atmos- 
phere. 

Script calls for three weeks of 





H. B. Franklin, an 


~ ——T 


Outstanding 


Theatre Operator, Dies at 47 





Harold B. Franklin, 47, outstand- 


of the circuit profits. When William 


fishing at Fish Harbor, off the 


course to be pursued by the Gov- ported by Schenck, as charged by the i 
California shore near Los An- 


ernment in its prosecution of Jo-| Government and as finally accepted | 


ing motion picture exhibitor and for | Fox purchased 42% of the West 
a considerable period prominent in| Coast chain, Franklin resigned the 


seph M. Schenck, chairman of the| by the court as evidence, wes not 
board of directors of 20th Century- | large, considering the high earnings | 
Fox Corp., for income tax evasions of a man of Schenck's financial con- 
and certain perjury counts in the nections and activities. For the three 
federe] indictments, which were not | years the Government claimed the 
pressed at the trial of the film exec- Schenck income was $2,016,007. His 
utive, will be forthcoming tomorrow reported income was _ $1,601,832. 
(Thursday) when Schenck and Jo- Figure accepted by the court was 
seph H. Moskowitz appear in court | $1,857,654. ; . 
to hear the penalty imposed for vio- As the jury was not required to, 
lations of which both were judged make specific findings, it is not} 
guilty by a jury last Thursday (17). known whet particular claimed de- 
Schenck was found guilty of at-|ductions for 1935 and 1936 were in-| 
tempts to evade payments of taxes terpreted as ‘evasions.’ It was in 
aggregeting $253,692 on his income connection with 1935 that testimony 
for the years 1935 and 1936. Maxi- | was brought out at the trial regard- 
mum penalty is 10 years in a peni- | ing the transfer by Schenck of stock 
tentiary and fines of $20,000. Mosko- | in the Agua Caliente hotel enterprise 
witz, who is eastern representative to Roland West. and stock in the rac- 
of 20th Century-Fox studio and long ing plant to William Goetz, on both 


time business associate of Schenck. 
was found guilty of aiding in the 
evasion of the 1936 taxes, end faces 


of which trensactions Schenck’s ac- 
countants claimed substantia] losses. 
In 1936 Schenck reported income 


geles, with Richard Thorpe di- 
recting and Beery fishing, which 
is a hobby with him. 


Oldsters Will Be Baited 
For Par’s ‘Biues’ With 








Nostalgia-Loaded Ditties 





Hollywood, April 22. 
Nostalgia is what the scientists call 
it, but to Old Joe Public it is a 
rose-tinted remembrance of the days 
when he played third base on the 
field alongside the gashouse in his 


youth, or spent the evening in Brick- | 


layers Hall waltzing to a sensational 

new tune, ‘After the Ball.’ 
Paramount is using the nostalgic 

idea in ‘Birth of the Blues,’ digging 


executive capacities with Para- 
mount, RKO and Keith-Albee-Or- 
pheum, and formerly president of 
West Coast Theatres, died suddenly 
early Monday morning (21) at the 
Geneva Hotel in Mexico City. His 
son, Elbert, 25, was with him, and 
according to reports received here 
and in Hollywood the cause of death 
was coronary thrombosis. 


Franklin played a dominant role 
| through the twenties as a vice-presi- 
ident of Paramount and operating 
head of the corporation’s theatre 
department. He was chiefly instru- 
'mental in negotiating partnership 
|deals with theatre operators con- 
| trolling territorial urits, He was an 
indefatigable worker, and was cap- 
able of supervising numerous under- 
takings. Franklin 
building of the Paramount theatre 
land office building during the time 








directed the 


presidency and intimates understood 
|that he had acquired a fortune in 
excess of $500,000 ; 

For a short period thereafter he 
| was associated with Howard Hughes 
,in a projected chain of theatres 
through the southwest. In 1930 he 
returned to New York to serve in 
an advisory capacity for RKO and 
'KAO companies. When the late Ss. 
|L. (Roxy) Rothafel withdrew as 
| Managing director of Radio City 
| Music Hall, Franklin took over the 
| operation which, up to that time, 
| had not been too successful and in. 
| stituted the stage show and film 
policy which has maintained to the 
present day. From a white elephant 
‘the Music Hall within six weeks 
|under Franklin's supervision turned 
'to a profitable venture. 


Shrewd Showman 
| His particular flair for consolidat- 


up 13 tunes, which range back as far 
as 40 years, to tempt the elder gen- 
eration into the picture houses. 

Bing Crosby goes back to the 
0-0-oldies with ‘By the Light of the 
Silvery Moon,’ a nocturnal knockout 


imum penalty of five years im- of $547,299 against the prosecution’s 
naaued ad a fine of $10.000. claim of, $563,414. Deductions , 
When court convenes tomorrow amounted to $113,392, whereas the 
Harold H. Corbin. defense counsel, Government insisted only $40,944 | 
will ask Judge Grover M. Moseo-, was allowable. In this year, also, 
witz to set aside the jury verdict. Schenck is said to have failed to 


|when the circuit was expanding. | ing theatre units into chain manage- 
Fearing high aititude of Mexico | ments manifested itself while he 
City, Franklin had medico look him | headed the KAO group. He was a 
| over, and latter pronounced his heart | Shrewd trader and film buyer, and 
|okay, but found a cirrhosis of the |in 1932 had completely re-vamped 
| liver condition. Decision is expected | the exhibition field in metropolitan 


If the motion is denied and sentence 
passed by the court, Corbin will enter 
his motions for delay in order to per» 
mit appeals for both defendants to, 
be made to the Circuit Court of Ap- | 
pecls. Latter court will not be able | 
to hear arguments until its October 
term. or more likely in November or 
December. Failure to upset the 
verdict will mean further appeal to 
the U. S. Supreme Court. 

While there is an extended appeal 
program in sight for the defendants, 
there is reported at the office of the 
U S. district attorney, Mathias F. 
Correa. who prosecuted, plans to 
press civil actions to recover with 
penelties unpaid taxes. Moskowitz 
Is not involved in these contemplated 
actions. but Schenck faces suit for 
$129 495 31 on his 1935 income, and 
$34.197.31 on his 1936 income. The 
Government also may seek to re- 
cover $15835297 on the 1937 tax, 
although the jury ruled there was 
no fraud or evasion in the returns 
for 1937. With 59% nenalties on the 
amounts for the first two years, and 
the addition ’of the 1937 claim, the 
Government mav sue to recover @ 
total of $538.891 plus interest. 

20-Count Disposition 


Another disquieting feature of the 


report es income election bets 
amounting to $40,000, but to have 
deducted as business expense sums 
of $4,700 for entertainment at 
pleasure resorts and half of the cost 
of upkeep of his home, used fre- 
quently for business conferences and 
entertainment. 

The entire Bioff loan transaction 
took place during 1937. 

Windup of the trial, the defense 
and prosecutors’ pleas end the 
court’s instructions to the jury was 
tense and dramatic and prelude to 
a protracted period of 10 hours dur- 
ing which the jury argued the evi- 
dence. Soon after midnight on 
Thursday morning the jury requested 
elucidation of a legal point. Court 
was reconvened after some deley and 
the jury foreman declared: 

‘Your honor, we may be able to 
come to a quick decision if you can 
answer one point. If the jury finds 
the defendants guilty of any or all 
of the first three counts (dealing with 


|income tax evasions) must it nec- 


essarily find them guilty of the 
fourth count, the conspiracy cherge”’ 


for college lads on Saturday night ito be made today 


(Wednesday) on 


after their gridiron athletes had won | cremation of body in Mexico due to 


the traditional game against Old 
Hoosit. Bing also sings ‘Wait Till 


the Sun Shines, Nellie,’ which was | 


international complications in remov- 
|ing remains to Hollywood. 


Franklin was to have returned to 


a popular song in the east before | Hollywood with his son to close up 
the Hollywood Junior Chamber of | his Beverly Hills home and move 
Commerce put the sunshine on a/j|family to Mexico City, from where 


production schedule. 


ihe was to have supervised operation 


Mary Martin is going to sing that | of a theatre chain. 


hestitation song, 
‘Cuddle Up a Little Closer.’ 
on the program are ‘Memphis Blues,’ 
‘St. James Infirmary,’ ‘Georgia Camp 
Meeting’ and ‘Tiger Rag.’ 


‘Waiting at the | 
Church’ and a more intimate tune, | July when he produced for RKO, | 
Others | at its Hollywood studios, a film en- | 


Jack 


Teagarden and his band are cook- 


ing up old tunes you could hear | 


if you dropped a nickel into an elec- 
tric piano when every saloon had a 
side door entitled ‘Ladies Entrance.’ 


Blumey Pleads Iilness 
| For Failure to Testify 


| 
' 





In the closing minut f in- | 
a ee oF sme in |mates that lately he had not been | 


Judge Moscowitz instructed the | come tax trial of Joseph M. Schenck 


| answer was no. 


and Joseph H. Moskowitz before | 


| At 2:30 in the morning the jury counsel began summing up, a court 
‘attendant called in a loud voice for 


returned to the courtroom and re- 
ported its findings. 


Relatives and the appearance of A. C. (Blumey) 


proceedings surrounds the Govern- | close friends of the defendants were | Blumenthal, friend of Schenck. The 
ment’s disposition of the 20 counts | in the group of about 50 persons who | Mame was repected by bailiffs at the 
in the perjury indictment against| were present. Included were Mr. | door of the courtroom. There being 
Schenck which were returned by the | .nq Mrs. Nicholas M. Schenck. Gene | 0 response, U. S. District Attorney 


grand jury, after an investigation and Fowler, David Bernstein, Charles C. | Mathias F. Correa told the court that | 


He had been 


| titled, ‘The Villain Still Pursued 
| Her.’ 
he was investigating possibilities of 
| developing exhibition in Mexico. 


| He had made several trips there, 


atre builder. He had written to his 
brother, Charles Franklin, an ,at- 
torney in ‘New York, that his con- 
templated enterprise was rapidly 


thusiastic at the prospects. 


him some annoyance, he wrote, but 
he was proceeding carefully. 
not known outside of a few 





inti- 


in good health. 
Started As Office Boy 

Although in middle-age, Frank- 
'lin’s career in show business had 
| been extensive. He was born in 
New York April 4, 1894, and as a} 
| boy of school age worked as a 
messenger for Sam H, Harris and A. 


inactive since last | 


Within the past few months | 


accompanied by Ted Gildred, the-| 


taking shape and that he was en-'| 
The higt | 
(altitude of Mexico City had caused | 


It was | 


|New York. Not every business move 
, he made was approved in the trade 
and Franklin created disfavor for 
|KAO when he virtually ‘killed’ 
| vaudeville by converting the neigh- 
borhood houses into straight film 
shows. 


His KAO experience also ended 
after a few years when he estab- 
lished a partnership with Arch Sel- 
wyn and enteted the legit produc- 
,ing field. This was financially dis- 
astrous for Franklin. In the fall of 
1934 the firm produced four plays, 
Yvonne Printemps—Pierre Fresnay 
in Noel Coward’s ‘Conversation 
Piece,’ Eva LeGallienne in ‘L’Aiglon’ 
Lucienne Boyer in ‘Continental 
Follies’ and a musical, ‘Revenge 
With Music.” The enterprise was 
| reported to have cost Franklin $400,- 
000. A fifth play, in which the firm 
disposed of its interest before it was 
brought to New York under other 
management, was a financial suc- 
cess. This was ‘Escape Me Never,’ 
starring Elisabeth Bergner. 

Franklin’s period of ill-fortune 
continued with an unsuccessful film 
production of George M. Cohan in 
‘Gambling.’ 

He returned to Hollywood and 
|}entered production as an associate 
|producer at the Columbia studios. 
His last film was the farce, ‘Villain,’ 
made for RKO. 

When major film companies in the 
summer of 1938 launched the pro- 
motional scheme of ‘Motion Pictures 








examination into income tax affairs 
of Willie Bioff, Coast labor leader 
Schenck is elleged to have made 
false statements, under oath, to a 
Federal agent investigating the 
Bioff matters. Bioff must stand trial 
of tax evasion charges in California 
next month. Testimony at the pro- 
ceedings against Schenck were to the 
effect thet he had loaned Bioff $100.- 
000, although the financial records 
and the verbal accounts of the 
transaction were not to the satisfac- 
tion of the Government. 
jury charges remain in force and 
not affected by the jury verdict in 


the income tax counts. 
Highly technical nature of the 
testimony offered agzeinst Schenck 


and Moskowitz during the five weeks’ 
trial in the New York Federal court 


building is best illustrated by the 
unusual legal and accounting con- 
fusion which surrounds the status 
of Schenck’s income tax return for 
1937. It was annarent that the jury 


acquitte? the cefendant on this por- 
tion of the indictments. because the 
defense brought out thet moneys re- 
ceived by Schenck in 1937 were re- | 
turn of canital invectment. rather | 
than dividends. Since such returns | 
were less taxable. the defense said, 
Schenck actually overpaid his taxes 
thet vear and the Government owes 
him between £99999 and $55 000. 
During the trie] the Government did | 
not onenly refiite this. 
Schercrk’s Enod Chances 
Lawvers who sttended the cessions | 
have volunteered oninions that the 
defense is nlentious!v sunplied with | 
data to sustain annlications for ioe 
peals in the criminal action. and also 
the civil action. if undertaken bv the 
Government. Allocations of various | 
tynes of income. as well as exnendi- | 





tures lesally allowahle, marked the | 
trial -s 9 nreredert in many re- | 
spects. The disparity between in- | 


The per- | 


lab. 


| tising campaign. 


Moskowitz, Mrs. Pearl Scoup, his sis- | Proper steps had been taken.’ 

ter: Sid Grauman, Walter Reede,| It was learned that the govern- 
William Philips. Ed Churchill, Jack | ment early in its investigations had 
Pegler, Joe Pincus, Aubrey and | subpoened Blumenthal as a witness, 
Marvin Schenck, Leopold Friedman, but was unable to complete service. 
Mrs. Bert Nayfack and Mrs, Anna’ Blumenthal has been in Mexico City 
Nayfack. for some months. : 


MANNIX, NAYFACK IN 3° Ssise 
PROD. HUDDLES IN NY. secur ee som 


Blumenthal in contempt of court and 
| liable to a fine of $100.000. 

_Eddie Mannix and Nicholas Further light was shed on the in- 

Nayfack, cousin of the Schencks,’ cident when Eugene Garey, Blumen- 





| order, which was issued on March 
}11 by Judge Grover M. Moscowitz. 





came to New York to powwow with | the]’s attorney, made a motion in 
Nick Schenck on Metro production Federal court on Monday (21) to 
matters. This is in lieu of the Loew- , 


quash the order, which was served 
Metro president’s usual spring visit! 5) Blumenthal by an attache of the 
to Culver City. He has been held lecation in Mexico City 
east because of Joe Schenck’s tax Sustatninn hi aceeehieiiill that 
case with the Government. B) seiaeitientt t i] Seana 4 re 
Mannix, business head ;  aak ae eee ee 


of thel4. wy ; 
: to New rk, Garey y 
Metro studios, and Nayfack, a Metro ) New York, Garey filed with the 


hic 
nis 


Court affidaw vm S 
exec, will remain in N. Y. a week or egy ae — oa, ree 
so. Norma Shearer and Ann .)° a yee alae Blumenthal's 
Sothern also came east this past|*» > * COMM Hon. 
weekend. 








That Leaves Him 244c Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Arthur Spitz, producing 49c oper- | 
ettas at the downtown Mason, has | 
a new partner in his enterprise. She | ¢; 
is Bette Davis, film star, who bought 
25% interest. 
Weire Bros. comedy dance team, 
also is in for 25%. 


MAN-SIZED ORDER 
Hollywood, April! 22. 
Warners ordered 380 prints of 
‘Million Dollar Baby,’ the largest as- 
signment of the year at the Burbank 








Hollywood, April] 22. 

Sjeve Fisher's writer option lifted 
at 20th. 
Dennis Moore had his player op- 
on taken up by RKO. 
Donald Clark drew writer con- 
tract at Warners. 

Metro handed 
piayer ticket. 

Jerome Chodorov and Joseph Field 
signed as a team to write two scripts 
at Paramount. 

Brenda Joyce’s contract at 20th- 
Fox renewed for a year. 

Ruth Warwick inked player con- 
tract at RKO. 

Mary C. McCall,.Jr., drew writing 
ticket at Metro, | 


Donna Adams 





Picture gets a top-budget adver- 





) Effort to compel | 
pee return took the form of a court | 


H. Woods, who were producing : : set 
melodramas. When he was 14 he! Greatest Year,’ Franklin was invited 
became a filing clerk in an insur- | ‘© direct the campaign from head- 
ance office where he met Morris; Uarters in New York. ; 
Small. Latter’s brother, Edward,!, He was the author of two text- 
|was office-boy in the Saenger — books, ‘Motion Picture Theatre Man- 
Jordan firm of play-brokers. Morris agement’ and ‘Sound Motion Pic- 
‘furnished the modest finance neces- | tures. 


Small in a booking agency in the 
Knickerbocker Theatre Building. 
The partnership did not last long 
and Franklin withdrew to manage 
a stock theatre on Staten Island. 
With limited resources he made a 
success of the venture and attracted 
the attention of the late Mike Shea. 
Buffalo theatre man, who induced 
him to take over one of his opera- 
tions. In his years with Shea he 


sary to set up Franklin and Edward | 


Franklin is survived by his widow 
Anna May Franklin, not a_ profes- 
sional. a son, Elbert, who was named 
for Elbert Hubbard, a friend of his 
father, and two brothers, Charles 
and John J, Franklin. Latter is a 
theatre operator in San Francisco 
and has interests in houses in 
Hawaii. 


REP’S ‘ROBIN HOOD’ 





enlarged his experience with an in- | 


timacy of vaudeville, burlesque and | 


films. When the Hippodrome was 
opened in Buffalo, Franklin became 
manager and through his showman- 
ship made the theatre one of the 
country’s outstanding ‘presentation’ 
houses, developing a type of stage 
show that was original and widely 
commented upon. 

Zukor Sponsored Him 


| In 1922 Franklin was brought to 
|New York by Adolph Zukor to co- 
| ordinate the scattered theatre inter- 
| ests of Paramount. 
| was rapid. 
| Paramount chain embraced the S. 
| A. Lynch enterprises in the South, 
| the Grauman theatres in Los An- 
|geles and the Rothchild interests 
|in San Francisco. Soon after Para- 
; Mount acquired a substantial -stock 
| interest in Balaban & Katz, Franklin 
| resigned from the company to head 


|the then independent West Coast | 


Theatre chain. 

His biggest success was in the 
standardization of entertainment in 
the Coast group that was rapidly 
expanding. He was reported to have 
earned substantially under a con- 
tract which. gave him a percentage | 


His progress | 
Within two years the | 


CLIFFER IN 3 REELS 





| Hollywood, April 22. 
Serials grow bigger under the new 
Republic plan, which calls for extra 
length in ‘Robin Hood,’ an old Eng- 
lish cliffhanger with Roy Rogers 
shooting arrows instead of six-gun 


| Slugs. 

Serial calls for 15 chapters of three 
reels of 27 minutes each instead of 
the usual two 18-minute reels. Pro- 
duction starts in August. 





'Bioff Wants More Data 
From U.S. in Tax Suit 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Full bill of particulars on the in- 
come tax evasion charges is being 





| sought by attorneys for Willie Bioff 


in U. S. district court. Former labor 
leader, now free on $5,000 bail, goes 
to trial June 24. : 

The Government charges that ne 
fudged on his 1936 and 1937 returns 
to the extent of about $200,000. 
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Add: Hearst Vs. Welles (Citizen 
Kane’); More Newspaper Attacks 


vr 





Battle of the Hearst papers against 
Orson Welles continued on all fronts 
during the past week as RKO pre- 
pared for the roadshow preem of 
Welles’ pic, ‘Citizen Kane,’ at the 
Palace, N. Y., May 1 and other cities 
throughout the country during the 
following month. Warfare included: 

1. Continued drumming up of 
sentiment by the American Legion, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and other 
patriotic groups against Welles. He 
was charged with being a Com- 
munist because of his Ffee Company 
broadcast on CBS a couple of weeks 
ago. 

2. Hearst papers in N. Y. and else- 
where refused to accept ‘Citizen 
Kane’ ads which broke in all the 
other dailies in New York on Sun- 
day (20). Efforts to obtain an 
‘official reason’ for the refusal re- 
sulted in a superlative buck-passing 
campaign by execs on both Hearst’s 
N. Y. Mirror and Journal-American. 


3. Welles, resting in Palm Springs, 
complains he is being harassed by 
photogs lurking in bushes to catch 
his personal actions. There’s no evi- 
dence, of course, that these are 
Hearst lensers, nor that the persist- 
ent inquiries made to his draft board 
about why he is not called to service 
are Hearst-inspired. He does defi- 


ever, of making a mystery of his 
whereabouts when no mystery what- 
ever exists. 


Whatever other effect the Hearst 


1 


tinel here has been going to town 
in its attempt to discredit Orson | 
Welles for participation in the Free 
Company’s series of Sunday CBS 
broadcasts. Not only columns, but 
pages are devoted daily to ettacks 
upon Commy angles to the situation, 
with the American Legion, the 
Grand Army of the Republic and 
other patriotic organization leaders 
given unlimited space on interviews, 
actions and proposed actions. 





KES WORRY © 


- 





BIC 3 NEW WOES 
| 

Morgenthau’s ‘Largest Tax 
Bill’ Warning Causes Al-! 
ready Tax-Loaded Show- 
men to Flinch—Bound to 
Hit Amusements On Every 
Front 





20% GATE TOP? 





Welles’ name is played up in prac- 
tically all headlines in 
paper, one page alone 
(18) editions practically filled with 
four stories captioned ‘Big Post Pro- 
tests Welles’ Broade: sts,’ ‘Legion 
Parley Is Called on Welles Plays,’ 
‘Legion Asks Probe of Un-American 
Radio Broadcasts,’ and ‘Los Angeles 
Councilmen Score Welles Program.’ 


an affiliate of CBS, has been broad- 
casting the Free Co. plays, being 
committed to airing the network’s 
progrem, and, so far as l6cal execs 
know, will continue to do so as long 





as the series is on the air, regard- 
less of Hearst's feelings and attitude 


| toward Welles. 
| That the publisher’s attacks upon 


‘shown here in the picture. 


,attacks on Welles may have, they are | 


stimulating, if anything, the advance 
sale of tickets for the opening of 
‘Kane.’ No other papers, except 
thosé owned by Hearst, have touched 
on the protests concerning the radio 
show. 


Buck-passing by the Hearst execs 
on the ad refusal was topped by Ted 
Friend, chief of both the editorial 
and advertising aspects of the 
amusement department of the N. Y. 
Mirror. Asked by Variety why the 
ads weren't accepted, he declared: 
day. I 
my 


lovely 
bushes in 


‘Sunday was a 
planted 150 rose 
garden.’ 


Hearstian Tabu 
Los Angeles, April 22 


Coast 


Two local Hearst papers turned 
down advertising copy on ‘Citizen 
Kane’ for its dual run at the El 


Capitan in Hollywood and the Hill- 
street downtown. 

Kicht-inch ads 
the Examiner and 


were submitted to 
the Herald-Ex- 


press, to run with similar copy fur- 
nished to the other Los Angeles 
dailies Avril 24. The Hearst pa- 


pers declined the copy without ex- 
planation. 


Chi Goes to Town 
Chicago, April 22. 

Hearst papers went to town here 
last week on building up the Amer- 
ican Legion story against the Orson 
Welles ‘Free Company’ broadcasts 
on Columbia. 

Carried front-page story on anti- 


Welles resolutions by two units of 
the Cook County American Legion 
and spread columns on the inside 
on a national blast against Welles. 
Hearst rags blasted that the Le- 
gion was fighting Welles and. the 
‘subversive influence’ of the CBS | 
shows. Paper stated that the Le- 
gion's Americanism Commission, 


‘called upon all patriotic citizens to 


join in the nationwide fight to rid 
the airlanes of Welles‘ program be- 


cause the program was attempting | 


to make the people of the United 
States believe this nation is not 
worth defending.’ Other papers 
continue mum on the entire thing. 


[More details on the broadcasting | 


aspect in the Radio Section.—Ed.] 

RKO will run ‘Citizen Kane’ in 
two theatres day-and-date in the 
loop starting May 6. 
the 2,500-seat RKO Palace and will 
be on a reserved-seat policy in the 
1,200-seat Woods. 





‘Local’ Angles in Wisc. 
Milweukee, April 22. 
While RKO has set no date for! by camera units along the Atlantic 
‘Citizen Kane’ locally, Hearst’s Sen- | and Gulf of Mexico. 


zen 


; | Welles, with the resultant publicity 
nitely accuse the Hearst press, how- | 


for ‘Citizen Kane’ and RKO, will 
have an effect quite contrary to that 
intended, is indiceted by the interest 
Welles 
hails from Kenosha which gives him 


a natural loca! interest, but never 
before in the history of the local 
RKO exchange has there been so 


much anxiety manifest from people 
outside the business as to the picture 
itself, 

City and state officials, educators, 
clergymen of all denominations, 
professionc] people in various walks 
of life are keeping the exchange 
under a constant bombardment of 
calls as to when they can see ‘Citi- 
Kane,’ either publicly or pri- 
vately, but up to now there hasn’t 


| been a single print available to any- 


| ment from Hollywood was prompted 


one. - és 
| ing a 


Paper Drops Hearst Columns 
April 22. 
Omaha’s only daily, the World- 
Herald, has discontinued using Lou- 
ella Parsons and Harrison Carroll, 
syndicated by International News. 
Decision to drop the columnar com- | 


Omaha, 


by a squawk to the boss by Keith 
Wilson, amusement editor, that inas- 
much as the Parsons and Carroll 
daily roundups do not carry any 
mention of RKO pictures or person- 


|alities, due to the MHearst-Citizen 
|Kane’ tiff, their comments do not 
| reflect a true coverage of the film 
| front. 
Wilson was backed up by the 
sheet’s publisher on the toss-out 
when he declared that he couldn’t 
edit the facts from a _ pre-selected 


Will grind in | 


Hearst at- 
sustaining 


fraction of picture news 
tack on the CBS Sunday 


feature, ‘The Free Company,’ is not 
being transmitted on his INS ire, 
but filed ‘overhead’ Welles, agai: 
whom the attack is inferentially di- 
|rected, appeared in only one ‘Free 
Company’ broadcast. Program, it is 
} understood, has government support 
Attempt to draw Hollywood Le- 
gion Post of the American Legion 


into the ‘Free Company’ controvers: 
failed yesterday when the resolutions 
committee refused to take any ac- 
tion on a proposal to force the show 
off the air. Committee stated that it 
would take no action until ample 
proof of Welles’ alleged radical ten- 
dencies is submitted. 


| Goddard in Big Blow 


the Hearst | 
in Friday’s | 


The Sentinel’s radio station WISN, | 


‘Possibly the largest tax bill the 
world has ever known.’ That phrase 
{|—used by Secretary 
last week in announcing a new 
|measure to push up the Govern- 


| 
— | 
| 
} 


Morgenthau | 


|ment’s income from all sources by | 


at least one-third—made showmen in | 
every facet of the amusement field | 
by | 


flinch. It caused predictions 
'some of admission tax increases to 
las high as 20°. 
| In addition, the heavy levy—par- 
‘tially designed to forestall inflation— 
jis seen as siphoning off much coin 
that would logically go for enter- 
'tainment. Tax experts calculated 
|the increase as hitting every man, 
woman and child in the country for 
'an additional $26.50, or a total of al- 
most $96 per person all, of course, 
being on a per capita basis. 

Morgenthau, in his efforts to fi- 
nance the largest rearmament pro- 
ject the world has ever known, is 
seeking to raise $12,.667,00U0,000. 
That’s just two-thirds of what will 
be spent by the Government next 
year, with the remainder to be ob- 
tained by borrowing. 

Treasury secretary refused to state 


| what form the new taxes would take, 


but said they would tap the pockets 
of people who had never paid direct 
Federal taps. ‘Every business and 
every individual, that is our goal,’ 
he declared. Washington tax experts 
were sure that meant the inclusion | 
of admissions in the increases. 

Tax bill appears certain of passage 
with both Republican and Demo- 
cratic leadership in Congress back- | 


'Feb.’s Amus. Tax Upbeat; 


$20,183,516 So Far in ’41 


Washington, April 22. 


Spring upturn in boxoffice rev- 
enues carried the Federal Govern- 
|ment’s receipts from theatre and 
other amusement grosses to the 
second highest figure since the rates 
were stiffened last summer. teport 
on March collections (based on 
February turnstile records) showed 
heartening $609,673 rise over the de- 
pressingly low point in the prior 


stanza. 
Carrying the 1941 take to $20,183)- 


516—or more in three months than 
Uncle Sam pocketed in the whole 
of 1939—the 10% bite showed the 
fattest gain over al preceding 
month since last Octobe: Then the 


jump above September amounted to 
$776,774. 

Most encouraging aspect of the 
Marc ] report 4 c fol- 
lowe ( ly 1 fev 1a ilteé Ser - 
al the Trea Mor ent! ] 
laid the way for staggering rise n 
corporate anda persona nceome taxe 
D\ ettin pbotn Rep 11Cal i j 
De itl j { ( t 
promise support of new revenue leg 

ition rir $3 .500,000.000 
was the positive reverse in the dow? 
trend that set in dur November 


For three months, the Government's 


take (and therefore amusements’ 
grosses) has declined successively 
from the peak hit in November. 
|!And the March payments were 
within $20,000 of the all-time high, 
|so that if the customary trend oc- 


j}curs there will b° a series of new 
|records during the remainde> of the 
eae year, 

Hollywood, Apri] 22 The rise over 1940 was about the 
Paulette Goddard gets the top same as in preceeding months— con- 
| femme spot in the Cecil B. DeMille —. hy ge tax ae 
=" re , Wiarcn ola us year toppec ne 
production, ‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ at comparable 1940 stanza oa $4.714.- 
Paramount. 025. This jump has been surpassed 
Background shots are being filmed three other times since Congres 
lowered the starting point to 20c 

| (Continued on page 16) 


| largest 


| Picture Service. 


| the 


HIPDENED SHOW Undie Vs. Indie on Overbuying: 


Majors Not at All Involved 





On the Make-Up 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Perc Westmore, who has been 
‘making faces’ on the Warner 
lot for 19 years, inked a new 
makeup contract for another 
year, 

He holds the record for con- 
tinuous employment at the studio. 








SOME 400 ARMY 
CINEMAS 


Col. Frederick L. Herron, former 


one of the 
under one 


now heads 
theatre circuits 


partment, 


Minneapolis, April 22. 
Whether an exhibitor is liable for 
the damage caused to a competitor 
through ‘overbuying’ of pictures, 
thus depriving the opposition of films 


needed for proper operation, and 
| Whether such alleged ‘overbuying’ 
|and related actions constitute mo- 


|nopoly in violation of the Sherman 


| 


| 
| 


anti-trust law, is an issue in a suit 


| being tried in federal district court 


HERRON BOOKS 


here. 


Believed to be the first case of its 
kind because the injured exhibitor, 
who has been unable to obtain prod- 
uct, has proceeded only against the 
competing theatre owner sewing it 
up, and not against any of the film 
companies that chose to sell the op- 
position instead of him, the suit was 
brought by David Ratner in behalf 


of his White Bear theatre, White 
Bear, Minn. 
Ratner is asking $75,000 triple 


damages from Mrs. Jessie Jensen, 


| sae 9 . 
/owner of the opposition Avaion in 


| head of the Hays office foreign de- | White Bear, Minn. 


He charges that 


| Mrs. Jensen bought 70 more pictures 


central management in this country | 


as head of the U. S. Army Motion 
When Herron was 
called into active service several 
weeks ago his initial assignment with 
Adjutant-General’s office in 
Washington was to head this service. 

Under the contemplated size of 
the U. S. army (2,000,000 men), 
U. S. Army Motion Picture Service 
will book for some 400 theatres in 
camps situated throughout the na- 
tion. Majority of picture 
in army camps will have permanent 


theatres | 


projection equipment and will be ad- | 


ministered by individual camps. All 
are being placed on a self-support- 
ing basis. Actual booking, prices 
and clearance will be supervised by 
Col. Herron, who has a good over-all 
picture of the industry from his 
years of service handling foreign af- 
fairs. 





Canova Demands Say-So; 
Gets Suspended by Rep. 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Canova and Republic are 
clashing tunes about her 
third picture, ‘Puddin’ Head,’ sched- 
uled to start this week and threat- 
ened with a postponement, owing 
to her insistence on the right to su- 
pervise the story and choose the di- 
rector. 


Judy 


inging 


Republic announced the actress’ 
suspension, asserting that she had 
demanded that her brother, Pete 
Canova, be handed authority over 
scripts, casting, directorship and 
whatnot. Studio stated the suspen- 
sion meant that Miss Canova could 
not carry out her commitments with 
Paramount until the original con- 
tract is worked out 


Write a Screenplay, Sonny 


Hollywood, Apri! 22 
Paramount assigned Claude Bin- 
O to ingle a screenplay out of 
Take 2 Lette: Darling,’ an orig 
t by George Beck 
Claudette Colbert drav the lead 


Milam’s WB Suit » 
Hollywood, April 22. 
has been called for Wallace 
$100,000 plagiarism suit 
against Warner Bros. 

He charges that the studio 
propriated his ‘For Theirs Is 
Kingdom’ in WB's ‘Angels 
Their Faces.’ 


Trial 


NTi}- , 
avibicilll » 


ap- 
the 
Wash 





So. American Agency 
Tollywood, April 22. 

Nat Liebeskind and Harry Wurtze! 
are opening offices in South America 
for an interchange of talent for radio, 
tage and pictures. 

Liebeskind has been a Latin-Amer- 
can representative for Warner Bros. 


ijand RKO for the last 16 years. 


| nouncing 


than she actually could use in order 
to keep it away from him and that, 
in consequence, he has been unable 
to operate his theatre properly. He 
also alleges other actions on her part 


| designed to hamper him from doing 


business. 

S. P. Halpern, counsel for Ratner, 
promised testimony that 
Mrs. Jensen vigorously opposed is- 
suance of the theatre license to Rat- 
ner so that she could continue to 
control the summer resort town of 
2,800 population, which expands to 
8,000 to 12,000 during the summer, 
where she has had the only theatre 
prior to Ratner’s ‘invasion.’ He also 
said he would prove that Mrs. Jen- 
sen had instructed her employes to 
tear down advertising matter an- 
the White Bear theatre’s 
opening and create disturbances at 
the premiere. That Mrs. Jensen also 
sought to ‘injure the credit’ of the 
plaintiff by buying liens on the prop- 
erty ‘for face value when the debts 
could have been purchased for 65c 
on the dollar,’ was another Halpern 
allegation 


showing 


Witnesses Testify 
Witnesses for the plaintiff testi- 
fied that they had overheard Mrs. 
Jensen declare she was going to buy 


up ‘all the product she _ possibly 
could to prevent Ratner from ob- 
taining it.” These statements, it was 
alleged, were made while the Rat- 
ner theatre w in the course of con- 


truction. 
Then, according to the testimony, 
Mrs. Jensen bought up seven major 


companies’ product, whereas, prio! 


to Ratner’s entry, she had been pur- 
chasing only five It was brought 
out that for two to three years prior 
to Ratner’s coming to White Bea 
she hadn’t boucht the other two 
companies’ products. She hadn't 
bought Paramount pictures for at 
least five years before construction 
started on the Ratner theatre, but 
she at once tried to do So, if was tes- 
tified Paramount, however, suld to 
R ( ind t is the first n 
or pro r { ‘ to 
¢ ic iin 
Furthe testimor i to the et- 
fect that ith the Ratner theatre's 
advent M1 Jensen put in an 
tional double-feature change a eek 
and a Saturday midnight skh» which 
used up anothe release, that she has 
been buying four companies’ news- 


reels, numbering 312 a year, whe 
she uses only 150, and that she 
has bought twice as many other 
shorts as she can use. 

‘She deliberately and wilfully has 
bought up all the product of seven 


reas 


also 


of the major companie: for the pur- 
pose of depriving Ratner of sufficient 
product and to put his theatre out of 
| business, and she pays for many 
more pictures then she uses,’ Hal- 
pert ) 

The case not expected to reach 
the jury unti] next week. Ratner 
also is seeking to obtain some run 
from the seven major companies, 
now sewed un by Mrs. Jensen, in 


! 


which have 
ourt case. 


proceedings 
the 


arbitration 


been interrupted by 





wc ree 
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Tiesteld Gir? Wow $30,000 in 2 Hub 
Spots; Durbin Nice $19,000, ‘Rio’ 18/46 








Boston, April 22. 

Film fans staged an all-out of- 
fense on local box offices on the 
holiday (19) and biz perked up gen- 
erally through the early days of the 
current week. With holiday prices 
prevailing for two days of the week- 
end, this added up to tilted tallies. 

‘Ziegfeld Girl’ is the smartest, card 
in town, playing the State and Or- 
pheum to packed houses over the 
weekend. ‘Nice Girl’ at the Me- 
morial, and ‘Night in Rio’ at the 
Met are running neck-and-neck for 
snappy grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 33-44-55-65) 
—‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th) with ‘Earl 
Carroll’s Vanities’ on stage. Very 
strong $17,000 indicated. Last week, 
‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U) with Milt Brit- 
ton band, $9,800. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44-55) 
—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Dead Men 
Tell’ (20th) (both continued run 
from Met). Shaping up to okay 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Adam’ (Col) and 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G), $3,800. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
39-44-55)—Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Man 
Lost’ (U). Going strong towards 
$19,000 and h.o. Last week, ‘Mr. and 


Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO) (re-issue), $12,600, 
ok 


ay. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,014: 55-75- 
$1.10 - $1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(13th wk). Easing off to $8,500. Last 
week, $9,000. 

Metrepolitan (M&P) (4.367; 28-39- 
44-55) —‘Night Rio’ (20th) and 
‘Shadows Stairs’ (WB). Good stead 
day and night biz to around $18,500. 


Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and 
‘Dead Men Tell’ (20th), holdover, 
$12,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55) —‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and 
‘Blondie Latin’ (Col). Opened on 
the holiday (19) to terrific biz, in- 
dicating socko $16,000 for five days, 
and sure holdover for seven more 
days. Last week, ‘Hardy’s Secre- 
tary’ (M-G) and ‘Queen Detective’ 
(Col), nine days, dandy $21,400. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55)—Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th) (continued run 
from Met). Should hit $8,000, okay. 
Last week, ‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Blonde 
Inspiration’ (M-G), $6,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-55) 
—Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Adam’ 
(Col) (both 2d run). Around $4,500 
promised. Last week, ‘Sea Wolf’ 
(WB) and ‘Comes Happiness’ (WB) 
(both 2d run), $4,200. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie 
Latin’ (Col). five days. Aiming at 
socko $14,000 with holdover almost 
certain. Last week, ‘Hardy’s Secre- 
tary’ (M-G) and ‘Queen Detective’ 
(Col), nine days, $15,600, big. 


H-E Houses Shutter 
By 11 P.M. in Seattle; 





Dictator’ Fine $8,800, ca Mee tan wee ee 





Seattle, April 22. 

Hamrick-Evergreen houses _ this 
week rearranged their time sched- 
ules so that the last showing of the 
major film begins at 9:15 p.m. and 
the house is dark by 11. It’s the pet 
idea of Frank Newman, president of 
the chain, and reaction from the 

ublic seems favorable thus far. 

icket is busy around 8 p.m., when 
the last full show starts. Stragglers 
can come in later if they only want 
to see the main celluloid solo. 
: Big money of the week goes to 
Dictator,’ at the Fifth Avenue. Sec- 
ond strongest entry is ‘Back in the 
Saddle’ plus ‘Shot in the Dark’ and 
vaude at the Palomar. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue “Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50) — ‘Topper Returns’ 
(U) and ‘Free, Easy’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Still good for $2,500. Last week. 
$2200. big. 
Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1.- 


800: 21-35)—‘Western Union’ (20th) | 
and ‘Strawberrv Blonde’ (WB) (2d 
run). Okay $3,000 in store. Last 


week, ‘Come Live’ (M-G) and ‘Buck 
Privates’ (U) (2d run), $3.200. big. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.349; 30-40-50)—‘Dictator’ (UA) and 
‘Dead Men Tell’ (20th). Backed by 
big newspaper campaign, and head- 
ing for swell $8.800. Lest week. ‘Men 


Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Scattergood ! 


Baines’ (RKO). big $8.100. 
Viiberty (J-vH) (1,650: 30-40-50)— 


v 


(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Great Lie’ (WB) 
and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Again amassing a big $4,700. Last 
week, same films, garnered very 
healthy $6,800 after slow start. Week 
days built. 

Palomar (Sterling) (21-40) —‘Back 
in Saddle’ (Rep) and ‘Shot in Dark 
(WB), plus vaude. Slick $5,000 an- 
ticipated. Last week, ‘Sis Hopkins 
(Rep), plus vaude, $5,500, big. Film 
moved to Colonial, where it should 
nail swell $2,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039: 30-40-50)—‘Night Rio’ (20th) 
and ‘Sleepers West’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Good $4,200. Last week, $8,500, very 
smart. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40-50) 

—Sea Wolf’ (WB) (4th wk), with 
‘Double Date’ (U) added last four 
days. Good $2,700. Last week, $3,- 
800, great. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘Philadelphia” (M-G) and ‘Jen- 
nie’ (20th) (2d run). Acceptable $2,- 
300. Last week, ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) 
and ‘Nanette’ (RKO) (2d run), big 
$2,400. 


CLEVE. WOBBLY; 
CROSBY-HOPE 
$16,000 


Cleveland, April 22. 

Gene Autry’s rodeo, which is pack- 
ing ’em into the Arena, and the 
phenomenal heat spell are riding 
hard on the deluxers. Latter are 
turning on their ice plants, and 
doubling size of their ads to off-set 
competish. 

‘Road to Zanzibar’ is weathering 
the August-like temperatures most 
effectively, taking the high road for 








spells a grand $16,000. ‘Adam Had 
Four Sons’ not getting the bres's at 
Palace, despite all the baliy on 
‘Screwballs of ’41’ stage unit. Hipp 
showing more vitality with ‘Great 
Lie,’ while ‘Fantasia’ is still spurt- 
ing along in its sixth week at the 
Hanna. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-42-55)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO). Carried over 
after fair round at Hipp and going 
stronger here, $4,000. Last week 
‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U) (2d wk.), 
barely okay $2,800. 

Hanna (Carl Hanna) (1,435; 50-75- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (6th wk.). 
Distinctly hurt by Met opera in last 
stanza, but getting second wind and 
steady seat-blocks of school reserva- 
tions. Good $7,200 very probable, 
after letting down to $6,300 last 
week, 


Hipp (Warners) 


Jones’ (RKO) was out of the house’s 
groove, and poor $7,700 resulted. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Adam’ (Col) plus ‘Screwballs of 
41’ unit. Lacks marquee power. 
Mild getaway, and likely to hover 
in neighborhood of so-so $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) plus 
Irene Hervey, Allan Jones and Black- 
stone suffered relapse, $14,000, ordi- 
nary. 


—Zanzibar’ (Par). 
this sort of weather, 
turnout putting it on 
for excellent $16,000. 
‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G), satisfactory 
$12,300. 


and 
inside track 














| 55)—‘Men Boys Town’ 


| wk.). Takeover from 
| 


(M-G) (2d 
State rather 


last week. 








Car's Contract List 
Soars to Peak at 40 


Hollywood, April 22. 
olumbia’s contract roster reached 
;}a new high with the signing of 
,Claire Trevor and John Hubbard, 
fetching the current list up to 27 
males and 13 femmes. 

Hubbard, whose contract with Hal 
| Roach was taken over, goes into ‘Our 








"Lone Wolf Chance’ (Col) and ‘Under! Wife.’ Miss Trevor’s first assignment 


Age’ (Col). Looking for $4.500, good. 
Last week, ‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col) 
end ‘Li'l Abner’ (RKO), dipped to 
weal: $3,200. 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Men Boys Town’ 
(M-G) and ‘Scatterbrain Baines’ 
(RKO), moved over from the Fifth 
Avenue for a second round. Excel- 
lent $3,500 sighted. Last week, ‘Eve’ 
(Par) and ‘Melody Three’ (RKO) 
simmered down to mild $1,900. 


is still in the offing. 


Garbo On Skis 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Greta Garbo does a bit of leaping 
on skis in her next picture, still un- 
titled, but with snowy backgrounds 
in Sun Valley. 
Metro has signed Andrew Marton, 
European ski expert, as technical di- 








Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


wae te pa 


rector on winter sequences. 


the State in a sure-fire fashion that | 


(3,700; 30-35-42- | 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) | 
A natural for | 
terrific | 


Last week | 
Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- | 


| weak, $3,500, compared to surprising | 
| $4,900 garnered by ‘Bad-Man’ (M-G) | 


Yr.-Round Daylite Time? 


Theatre operators are expected 
to put up a stiff fight against a 
national 12-month daylight sav- 
ing, as proposed in Washington. 
Meantime, the opposition is gird- 
ing against extension of the ad- 
vanced-hour plan in various 
states which do not have day- 
light saving. 

In those that do, the clock ad- 
vances an hour Sunday (27) and 
goes back to normal the final 
Sunday in September (28). 


Hillbillies, $11,500, 
Outdraw Names|n 


So-So Indianapls. 


Indianapolis, April 22. 

Lyric, with Boone County Jambo- 
ree on the stage and ‘Ride on Va- 
quero’ on the screen, is plowing under 
grosses in other downtown houses 
this week, with the dollar crop yield- 
ing more than the name bands which 
have been booked into the house re- 
cently. Indiana is doing nicely dual- 
ling ‘Lady Eve’ and ‘Power Dive,’ 
with all the credit given to former 
pic. Loew’s, showing ‘Great Dic- 
tator’ and ‘Meet Boston Blackie’ at 
pop prices, is pushing forward for an 
average week. Circle lags with 
‘Devil and Miss Jones,’ coupled with 
‘Repent at Leisure.’ 

Roller Derby returned to the Coli- 
seum at the State Fair grounds on 
Monday (21) to give added competish 
to the already much-abused week- 
day nights at theatres. 


Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Repent 
Leisure’ (RKO). Poor $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Scot- 
land Yard’ (20th) (2d wk), dull 
| $4,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Power Dive’ 
(Par). Good $8,500. Last week, 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d wk), okay $5,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2.400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Boston Blackie’ 
(Col). Fair $7,500. Last week, ‘Men 
Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf 
Chance’ (Col), good $10,000. 
| Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th) and Boone 
County Jamboree. Healthy $11,500. 
Last week, ‘Shot Dark’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye orchestra, fair $10,200. 


| 
Balto Has Only 2 
New Entries; ‘Pot’ 
956, ‘Bishop’ 96 
Baltimore, April 22. 
Balmy weather driving potential 























|customers to the shore, and taking 





Pitt. B. 0. Is a Wallflower 





Industrial Boom Fails to Waltz Grosses—‘Zanzibar’ 


Mild $16,000, 


‘Wolf’ $13,000 





to, and better than some more highly 
touted. 

Kiva, 440-seat second run, went 
dark this week, and its second-run 
policy was moved over to the Va- 
riety, which has been offering first 
run B’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15) —‘Robbers Range’ (RKO) 
and ‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep), split 
with ‘Gambling Seas’ (WB) and 
‘Happened West’ (20th). So-so $800. 
Last week ‘Across Sierras’ (Col) and 
‘Saint’s Double Trouble’ (RKO), split 
with ‘Back in Saddle’ (Rep) and ‘Es- 
cape Paradise’ (RKO), good $1,000. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-25-40 )—‘Great Lie’ (WB). Femmes 
are leaving the dishes for it, but 
the men are leaving it alone. About 
$3,100, okay. Last week ‘Night Rio’ 
(20th), only $3,500 when much more 
was expected. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236: 10-20-25)—‘Rangers Ride’ (Par) 
and ‘Free, Easy’ (M-G). Light $1,- 
500. Last week ‘Blonde Inspiration’ 
(M-G) and ‘You’re the One’ (Par), 
not bad, $1,900. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40)—‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). 
Stays only five days, $2,500, fair. 
Last week ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) held up 
all the way to a good $4,000. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer ) (1,100; 10- 
25-40) —‘Po’ Gold’ (UA). Should get 
around $3,200, and considering the 
nut here, that’s nice. Last week 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) got to $3,000, 
which was okay, if not too forte. 





“LANZIBAR’ 156; 


BUFF. B. 0. 
SPOTTY 


Buffalo, April 22. 


B.o. numerals are spotty here this 
chukker, the field being well mixed 
between high and medium tallies. 
Majority of wickets are on the up- 
side, and even the low markets are 
substantial] above anything like 
depression levels. 

‘Fantasia,’ following a gratifying 
opening stanza, is rolling up a neat 
second canto currently. 
is hitting high money at the Buffalo. 
‘Men of Boys Town,’ in an impres- 
sive second frame at the Lakes, is 
close behind, and ‘Nice Girl’ rounds 





cut a brisk fortnight at the Laf- | 
ayette. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Free, Easy’ 
(M-G). Should hit solid $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th) and 
‘Penalty’ (M-G), not startling but 


| good enough at nearly $11,000. 


its toll on b.o.’s all over town. With | 
| most of town holding over last 
| week’s holiday product, only new} 


entries are ‘Pot o’ Gold,’ at Loew’s! 
Century, and ‘Cheers for Miss 
Bishop’ at Keith’s. Given an en- 
thusiastic buildup, latter is attract- 
ing some strong. femme following. 
Rest just so-so, 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
| 28-44)—‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA). Hold- 
ing fairly well at around $9,500. Last 





week, ‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) did 
moderately well, but not up to ex-| 
pectations, at $11,300. | 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) = (2,205: | 
15-28-39-44-55-66 ) ‘Miss Jones’ | 
| (RKO) (2d wk) plus new stage en- | 
try of Major Bowes’ ‘Prize-Winners’ | 
unit. Maintaining rather steady gait 
at indicated $10,000. 
risht $14,600. 
| Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
| 28-35-40) — ‘Cheers Bishop’ 
| Well sold in advance and attracting 
|fairly steady daytime response to 
|}okay $9,000. Last week, ‘Lady 
; Cheyenne’ (U) didn’t hold up as ex- 
| pected at $6,900 
| New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-28-35- 
| 40)—‘Night Rio’ (20th) (2d wk). Do- 
| ing all right at $5.000 after a solid 
opening round to $7,400. 
| Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Great Lie’ (WB) (2d wk). Hold- 
|ing in good style to $6,500, after 
ringing the bell on initial sesh for 
$12,900. 





Last week, all | 


(Par). | 





‘Lie’ Okay $3,100 In 
Lincoln; ‘Pot’ $3,200 


Lincoln, Neb., April 22. 
Race is being run this week be- 
tween ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ and ‘Great Lie,’ 
latter somewhat hampered by word- 
of-mouth. ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ is doing 
surprisingly well, although not over- 
|loading the b.o. It was rather ex- 











|! nected to be in over its head at the | 
Stuart, but made stand equivalent | 


Erlanger (1,700: 50-$1.50) — ‘Fan- 
tasia’ (Disney) (2d wk). Only three 


| matinees this week, but should get | 


good $7,500. Last week, with daily 
matinee and special Saturday morn- 
ing show, scored pretty $10,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th) (2d wk). Little 
abatement in speedy pace, around 
fine $14,000. Last week, snappy clip 
assured fancy $15,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Night 


| Rio’ (20th) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G) (2d 


run). Should pick up to over nice 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB) 
and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par), a 
weakie, $4,600. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3.300: 30-40) 
—‘Nice Girl’ (VU) and ‘Lucky Devils’ 
(U) (2d wk). Getting potent play 
toward hefty $9,000. Last week, first 
five days snagged nifty $8,000. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000: 30- 
44)—‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Shad- 
ows Stairs’ (WB). Not too impres- 
Sive $7,500. Last week (30-55) ‘Play 
Girl’ (RKO) with ‘Vanities’ on stage, 
climbed up to snug $14,000. 


‘Three Sheets’ Launches 
Garnett’s Own Outfit 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Tay Garnett goes back into pro- 
duction on his own next August 
when he finishes his current direc- 
torial commitments. His first pic- 
ture. for which release negotiations 








are in progress, wil] be ‘Three Sheets | 


in the Wind,’ using Oriental back- 


grounds shot during his tour for 
‘World Cruise.’ 

Brian Donlevy has been signed for 
the male lead in ‘Sheets,’ with a con- 


| tract calling for a salary and share 


in the profits. 


‘Zanzibar’ | 


. 4 


Pittsburgh, April 22, 

Disappointing Easter Week being 
followed by another very ordinary 
session. Managers don’t know what 
to make of if. Town is booming as 
seldom before, biz seems to be on the 
upswing in every other line, but 
very little of the loose coin is ap- 
parently going for entertainment. 
Only solace is that usually films are 
last to feel a depresh, and it follows 


that on the other hand they would 
also be last to feel a money era. 
‘Road to Zanzibar’ taking an easy 
lead, but Penn’s trade won't be com- 
mensurate with what the pic is do- 
ing elsewhere. ‘Sea Wolf’ is pick- 
ing up after slow start at Stanley, 
and will get by. H.o.’s of ‘Men of 
Boys Town’ at Ritz and ‘Great Lie’ 
at Warner are satisfactory, and Sen- 
ator’s extra five days with ‘Nice Girl’ 
should be somewhat profitable. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (1,200; 50-75-$1.10-$1.65)— 
‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (8th wk). Held 
over at last ‘minute after being an- 
nounced to dose last Saturday (19). 
Now scheduled to fold this week- 
end (26) and house has pencilea in 
‘Night in Rio’ (20th) for 30ih. That 
could be pushed back, however, if 
‘Fantasia’ warrants it. Last week, 
Easter Week, was very good at 
around $7,400, just few hundred 
bucks under high session for run. 
Currently being hypoed with flock 
of cut-rate parties, which should ac- 
count for better than $4,500 on wind- 
up. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- 
50) — ‘Zanzibar’ (Par). Sufficient 
marquee pull to grab close to $16,- 
000. That’s more than plenty for a 
h.o., probably at the Warner. Last 
week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB) eased off to 
just a shade better than $15,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Men 
Boys Town’ (M-G). Switched here 
after a week at Stanley, and doing 
about the usual h.o. biz. That's 
around $3,400, or a shade less. Last 
week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) (3d 
wk, following one each at Penn and 
Warner) weak $2,100. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—Nice Girl’ (U). Held over for five 
days of second week, house getting 
| back to regular Wednesday opening 
tomorrow (23) with ‘Lady from 
Cheyenne’ (U). On abbreviated ex- 
tension, will hit around $4,000, fair. 
First week for Durbin picture, dis- 
| appointing at $6,500, but everything 
was under expectations Easter Week. 

Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-35-50)— 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). Got away siowly 
but on strength of good notices and 
word-of-mouth began to pick up by 
late Saturday. Should wind up with 
a shade over $13,000 which may 
be enough to get it extended down- 








town playing time at the Ritz. Last 
week, ‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G), 
| around $14,500. 

| Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-35-50)— 


| ‘Great Lie’ (WB) (2d wk). Moved 
| here from Penn, and doing the best 
| of the h.o. biz. Packing strong 
| femme appeal, and big mats should 
help swell take to around $6,500, 
good. Last week, ‘Victory’ (Par) and 
‘Play Girl’ (RKO), n.s.h. $3,509. 


WOLF’ NABS $8,000 IN 
PROV: POT’ $11,000 


Providence, April 22. 

‘Sea Wolf’ at the Majestic is riding 
high this week for top honors. ‘Pot 
o’ Gold’ at Loew’s State is fairly 
good, while ‘Road to Zanzibar’ at 
the Strand is enjoying an okay sec- 
| ond week. Other stands only so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Albee (RKO) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
| ‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Mr. Dyna- 
|mite’ (U). Fairly good $6,000 ex- 
pected. Last week ‘Miss Jones’ 
(RKO) and ‘Melody Three’ (RKO), 
so-so $5,500 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400: 28-39- 
50)—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col) (2d run). 
Stepping along for good $3,500. Last 
week ‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and 
‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) (2d run), weak 
$2.000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35)—‘Rob- 
bers Range’ (RKO) and_ vaude. 
Picked up nicely after Easter week, 
and rounding up good $6.000. Last 
week ‘City Conquest’ (WB) and 
vaude, slow $5,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Double: Date’ 
(U). Hefty $8,000. Last week ‘Night 
| Rio’ (20th) and ‘Shot in Dark’ (WB) 
| (2d wk), not bad $6,500. 
| State (Loew) (3,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G). 
|Paced at neat $11,000. Last week 











‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G)_ and 
‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col), nice 
| $14,000. 

|} Strand (Indie) (2,000: 28-40-50)— 
| ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘District At- 
torney’ (Rep) (2d wk). Promising 
| pood $6.500. Last week knocked off 


' zowie $10,000. 
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H.0.s Depress Chi; Second Round 
Of ‘Zanzibar -Vaude 356, ‘Jones 
$16,000, ‘Caravan -Shep Fields 196 








Chicago, April 22. 

Trade is all right around the pic- 
ture theatres in the loop, with most 
of the attractions indicating good 
strength and profits. 

Number of hold-over items is de- 
preciating the general total, but the 
basic wicket power is still there. 
‘Gone with the Wind’ is back for a 
third stand in the loop and its fourth 
house, going into the Garrick*for a 
spell. Chicago is holding over ‘Zan- 
zibar’ and rightly so because the 
show came through with a walloping 
money session last week, aided and 
abetted by Eddy Howard. United 
Artists has a second-weeker in ‘Zieg- 
feld Girl.” However, here the pros- 
pects are far from bright following 


a week of poor word-of-mouth. 

Best of the holdovers on current 
long-run strength is ‘Fantasia’ which, 
after a few soggy weeks, has sudden- 
ly found itself and is now settling 
down for real money. Has been add- 
ing morning shows on the week-ends 
and lowered some admissions, which 
has resulted in fine strength. 

Palace has the top opening set-up 
of the week with a dynamite session 
in the bag with ‘Devil and Miss 
Jones’ and ‘Girl, Guy and Gob.’ Sold 
to the hilt, this combination started 
at capacity and is whamming home 
a sizzling week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 40-50-75- 
$1.10-$1.65 ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (9th 
wk). Has been building nicely dur- 
ing the past couple of weeks, and 
now is riding high, coming up cur- 
rently with big $11,000 after snatch- 
ing hotcha $9,600 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and stage show, 
Eddy Howard headlining. Second 
week for this combination, and an- 
other honey total at $35,000 after 
whacking $44,200 last week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G). This is fourth house 
for this picture in the loop. It’s back 
here following a series of playing 
dates in the nabes. Still exhibiting 
profitable strength at $6,000. Last 
week ‘Topper Returns’ (UA), good 
$5,500. 

Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Queen's Penthouse’ (Col) and ‘Red, 
Hot and Beautiful’ unit on stage. 
Pretty good combo that is upping 
the take considerably, and managing 
neat $14,000. Last week ‘Wild Man 
Borneo’ M-G) and vaude, started 
okay, but shot downward on the to- 
boggan to weary $10,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 33-44-66)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Girl, Guy’ 
(RKO). Great combination for 
laughs, and business is shooting the 
wicket to a whirling $16,000. Last 
week ‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Man Lost’ 
(U), finished fortnight to good $9,200. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Footsteps’ (WB). Going to sat- 
isfactory initial week's total at $10,- 
000. Last week ‘Ends Night’ (M-G), 
came up with so-so $8,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44)— 
‘Caravan’ (Par) and vaude. Shep 
Fields orchestra heading the stage 
line-up, and is really the boxoffice 
backbone of the week. Will come 
through with vociferous $19,000. 
Last week ‘Buck Privates’ (U) had 
them roaring to healthy and happy 
$18,000. 

_United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Dipping quickly and not 
here for long. Started well, but slid 
to $14,300 for initial week, and will 
sag further to $9,500 currently. 


‘BISHOP’-‘BAD’ $8,500, 





K. C.; ‘ZANZIBAR’, 2D, 86 | 





Kansas City, April 22. 

Newman is travelling a merry pace 
on the highway to heavy money with 
Road to Zanzibar.’ Last week this 
film topped anything of the year, 
with the exception of ‘Northwest 
Mounted,’ which played at increased 
tariffs. Now in its second week, the 
Crosby-Hope-Lamour opus is out- 
distancing most first weeks, and is 
certain of extended playing time. 
Also spotlighted in a second week is 
‘That Night in Rio’ in the Esquire 
and Uptown. 

Tower has something of a name 
with Rosita Royce for the marquee, 
and holding a more than average 
pace. ‘Back in the Saddle’ is the 
film. New pix are led by ‘Cheers 
for Miss Bishop’. at the Midland 
where ‘Bad Man’ is a strong second 
feature. Orpheum has a so-so entry 
in ‘Wagons Roll at Night’ with ‘Scat- 
tergood Baines’ in an assisting role. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2.043: 10-28-44)— 
‘Night Rio’ (20th). 





| Stretching toward big $4,500. 








a second week. Current stanza nice 
$5,500, after first week’s solid $8,500. 
Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Bad 
Man’ (M-G). Best of the new films, 
but not heavy luggers. Fair $8,500. 
Last week ‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) 
and ‘Road Show’ (UA), good $10,500. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
Very strong $8,000. Last week went 
over $11, to beat anything at reg- 
ular prices here in a year. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Scatter- 
ood Baines’ (RKO). Fair biz, $5,000. 
ast week ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and 
‘Melody Three’ (RKO), did well, but 
none too strongly, $7,000. 
Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Back in Saddle’ (Rep), with Rosita 
Royce heading stage bill. Around 
$6,500, not bad. Last week ‘Man Be- 
trayed’ (Rep) with Benny Meroff’s 
‘Funzafire’ unit on stage (40c top for 
first time in a year), solid $8,000. 


HOS DOMINATE 
MPLS; ‘RIO 
FAIR 6146 


Minneapolis, April 22. 

Holdovers continue to predominate 
the film lineup. Currently, instead 
of the customary two or three, there 
are no less than four—Fantasia,’ 
‘Road to Zanzibar,’ ‘Buck Privates’ 
and ‘The Devil and Miss Jones.’ 

The holdover blitzkrieg limits new- 
comers to ‘That Night in Rio,’ ‘The 
Sea Wolf’ and ‘Maisie Was a Lady,’ 
at the State, Orpheum and Gopher, 
respectively. Inasmuch as the Aster 


forgoes its usual double features in 
order to house the amazing ‘Buck 
Privates, moved there after five 
weeks at the Gopher, this probably 
represents a new low in premieres. 
Getting a better break because of 
the limited public choice, one of 
newcomers is te | a good box- 
office account of itself, ‘Sea Wolf.’ 
Cooler weather is a boxoffice help 
all around. The first stage show in 
several weeks, Wayne King, comes 
into the Orpheum Friday (25). 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 28)— 
‘Buck Privates’ (U) (6th wk). 
Moved here from Gopher, and policy 
and prices changed for engagement. 
Has the film crowd popeyed in con- 
sequence of its remarkable pulling 
power. Looks like fine $2,600 
after more than $21,000 in five 
weeks atthe Gopher. Last week, ‘In- 
visible Woman’ (U) and ‘Great No- 
body’ (WB), dual first-runs, $1,400 
in five days, good; and ‘Robber 
Range’ (RKO) and ‘Footlight Fever’ 
(RKO), also dual first-runs, mild 
$700 in three days. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
39-44)—Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d wk). 
May 


run a third week. Did very fine 
$10,100 first week at State. Last 
week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G), 
$3,200, light, after big $9,200 first 
week at State. Prior week ‘Gone’ 
(M-G) got $5,000 instead of $3,500 
previously reported for fourth and 
final week, making approximately 
$30,000, instead of $25,000, for month’s 
run. 








Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 
‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G). Heading 
toward only $2,500, mild. Last 
week, ‘Buck Privates’ (U) (5th wk), 
$3.500, big. 

Minnesota (Mpls. Theatre Co.) 


(1,855: 50-$1.50)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(2d wk). Stiff scale a boxoffice det- 
riment in this town. Hopping along, 
however, to $8,000 clip, which isn’t 
hay. Last week, $10,000, good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 28- 
39-44)—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). Strong 
fare that the male fans gobble up, 
but feminine trade not attracted so 
well. Reaching toward good $7,500. 
however. Last week, ‘Miss Jones’ 
(RKO), $3.800, bad for good picture. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—‘Night Rio’ (20th). Fair $6,500 
indicated. Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ 
(Par), $10,100, very big. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)—‘Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO). First neigh- 
borfood showing heading for nice 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Virginia’ (Par), 
first neighborhood showing, $2,800, 
pretty good. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Moved here from Orpheum after 
light week there. Very well liked, 
but can’t bring ’em in. Mild $1,200 
in prospect. Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par) 


Rhumbas through | (3d wk), $1,400, okay. 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of April 24 

Astor—‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
(5th wk.). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(24th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Ziegfeld Girl (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Criterion—‘A Girl, a Guy and 


a Gob’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in Vartery March 5) 


Globe—‘Girl in the News’ 
(20th) (26). 
Musie Hall—‘That Hamilton 


Woman’ (UA) (4th wk.). 


Palace—‘Model Wife’ (U) (23). 
(Reviewed in Variety April 16) 


Paramount—‘Road to Zanzi- 
bar’ (Par) (3d wk.). 


Rialto—‘Black Cat’ (U) (25). 


Rivoli—‘Flame of New Or- 
leans’ (U) (25). 


Roxy —‘Great American 
. Broadcast’ (20th). 
Strand—‘Great Lie’ (3d wk.). 


Week of May 1 


Astor—‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
(6th wk.). 


Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(25th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Ziegfeld Girl (M-G) 
(2d wk.). 


Criterion—‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep). 
(Reviewed in Variery April 9) 


Globe—‘Girl in the News’ 
(20th) (2d wk.). 


Music Hall—That Uncertain 
Feeling’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety March 19) 


Palace—‘Citizen Kane (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Variety April 16) 

Pa®amount—‘Road to Zanzi- 
bar’ (Par) (4th wk.). 

Rivoli—‘Flame of New Or- 
leans’ (U) (2 wk.). 

Roxy —‘Great American 
Broadcast’ (20th) (2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Great Lie’ (WB) (4th 
wk.). 


DET. STURDY: 
SUN - VAUDE 
BIG $2400 


Detroit, April 22. 


Biz continues to run strong and 
well-distributed in Detroit. Grosses 
are staying above average this week 
despite the advent of baseball, 
which, in this town, has shot mati- 
nees plentifully. But poor afternoon 
b.o. is being offset by big nights. 

Michigan will race well out to the 
fore this week with ‘Reaching for 
the Sun,’ carried locally under its 
original title, ‘F.O.B. Detroit,’ and 
featuring Eddi: Bracken, of the pic, 
in its stage show. Fox will reach 
average or better with the combina- 
tion of ‘Night in Rio’ and ‘Sleepers 
West,’ former a h.o. 

Holding up the genera! grosses will 
be the United Artists, headed into a 
high bracket with ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ and 
‘Free and Easy,’ while the Palms- 
State, holding over ‘Road to Zanzi- 
bar’ and ‘Mary Dugan,’ after a big 
week at the Michigan, will be up to | 
five figures. Adams is trying a hor- 
ror duo, ‘Man-Made Monster’ and | 
‘Horror Island,’ to shake out an ap- | 
proximate $7,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—‘Man-Made Monster’ (U) and ‘Hor- 
ror Island’ (U). Usine a new bill 
for a change with nice $7,900 in 
view. Last week, ‘Buck Privates’ 
(U) and ‘Lone Wolf Chance’ (Col), 
former a h.o. from Fox, ditto 

Fo-. (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 30-40- 
55)—‘Night Rio’ (20th) (2d wk) and 
‘Sleepers West’ (20th). Latter is | 
freshener on the h.o. which still | 














| 





looks for $15,000 after $20,000 last | 
week, when it was paired with | 
‘Missing Days’ (Col). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 
30-40-55 )—‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) with | 
Harry James orchestra, Eddie | 


Bracken and Kitty Carlisle on stage. 
Big $24,000 coming up. Last week, 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Mary Dugan’ 
(M-G), hefty $20,590. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-55) — ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) 
and ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G). Bill 
moved over from Michigan should 
hit choice $12,000. Last week, ‘Dic- 
tator’ (UA) (3d wk) and ‘Eve’ (Par), 
slick $10,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55) — ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 
(M-G) and ‘Free, Easy’ (M-G). 
Away strong to sweet $14,000 and 
probable holdover. Last week, 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Wild 
Man’ (M-G) (2d wk), strong $14,000 
after Hol: Week hit $13,000. 

Wilson (2.000: 50-75-$1.10-$1.65)— | 
Fantasia’ (Disney) (10th wk). Fall- | 
ing away again to dull $6.000, after 
school holiday boost to $7,000. ) 





| tickets 


‘Hamilton’ $96,500 in Its 3d Week, 
‘Zanzibar -Goodman, 566, 2d, Pace 
N.Y.; ‘Lie'-J. Dorsey, 2d, Good 356 





Easter week and balmy weather 
proved a bonanza for all the thea- 
tres, including in neighborhoods, but 
with the return of kids to school on 
Monday (21), the business dipped 
considerably. The weekend was 
good downtown but in the nabes it 
was under expectations, a west side 
manager pointing out that there 
were plenty of people on the streets 
but that they were just walking. 


Aside from the summery weather, 
what probably cut into the neigh- 
borhood theatres quite a lot were 
the weekend ball games. On Sun- 
day (20) the Polo Grounds played to 
a new high of 56,000 people who 
jammed in to see the Giants-Dodgers 
game. Racing also has been drawing 
heavily, with the Saturday attend- 
ance topping 30,000. Nippier weather 
arrived yesterday (Tues.) and prob- 
able that summer will be retarded a 
little further than was evident last 
week. That should help regardless 
of various oppositional factors, in- 
cluding daylight saving which begins 
Sunday (27). 

Bulk of this week’s business is go- 
ing to the Music Hall, Paramount 
and Strand, former two being excep- 
tionally strong, while the Strand is 


first week. 

‘Hamilton Woman,’ nesting at the 
Hall, is laying golden eggs, with the 
Easter basket last week, picture's 
second, adding to a terrific $108,500. 
This stanza, the third, will be a 
strong $96,500 and on that smart 
pace a fourth week will be played. 
‘Why turn ’em out when they’re 
making a lot of money,’ says Rus- 
sell V. Downing, treasurer of the 
Hall. 

Par tees off its third week today 
(Wed.) with ‘Road to Zanzibar’ and 
Benny Goodman. The show got 
$56,000 on the second week ending 





the first seven days, socko takings. 
Picture will go four weeks but 
Goodman can remain only three due 
to prior one-nighter commitments. 
As a result Harry James will be 
brought in for the final week, bal- 
ance of the stage show remaining 
unchanged. 

With Zeb Epstin cleverly manipu- 
lating his prices and changing in ac- 
cordance with the press of the pa- 
tronage, the Strand climbed to a 
very strong $47,000 the first week 
with ‘Great Lie’ and Jimmy Dorsey. 
On the second lap the show looks 
about $35,000, satisfactory, and will 
hold over. 

‘Lady from Cheyenne’ hasn’t got 
what it takes these days and it will 
be lucky to hit $32,000 at the Roxy, 
pretty disappointing. Gets only the 


one week, ‘Great American Broad- 
cast’ being rushed in tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 


State isn’t doing well with ‘Lady 
Eve’ and the Clyde McCoy orchestra, 
only about $17,500 being seen. House 
almost always fails to get a strong 
play on Par pictures that have been 
milked on extended runs at the Par- 
amount. ‘Eve’ was there for three 
weeks. 

Among new films coming in this 
week are ‘Flame of New Orleans,’ 
due at the Rivoli Friday night (25), 
and ‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ which opens at 
the Capitol tomorrow morning 
(Thurs.). Cap drew a dud in ‘Men 
of Boys Town’ this week, on the 
forced holdover being bad at only 
about $12,000. The first seven days 
over Easter was only $20,000, pretty 
heartbreaking. 

Most important coming opening is 
‘Citizen Kane,’ which alights at the 
Palace for a twice-daily run at $2 
top on May 1. There is a terrific 
demand for tickets, especially for 
opening night. Advance sale began 
Monday morning (21), and $400 in 
were ‘sold during the first 


hour. On the day the sale ran $1,200 


|} and figured that by May 1 it may go 
to $10,000 or over. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) (4th 


week). Tapering off and last week 
(3d) $9,100, which under the over- 
head that obtains means a few 
chips. Remains a total of* eight 
| weeks, however, Par having taken 


house for that distance. 

Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (23d 
week). Picked up nicely, last week 
(22d) having been $20,000, excellent 
profit. House makes at over $9,000. 

Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
—‘Men of Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d- 
final week). They don’t want this 
one seemingly, no more than about 
$12,000 appearing the answer on the 
holdover following a first week’s 
gross of $20,000, also not good. ‘Zieg- 


feld Girl’ (M-G) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs). 
Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65)— 


|‘Girl, Guy and Gob’ (RKO) moves 


(Wed.) after slow 
week with ‘Mr. District Attorney’ 
(Rep), $5,500. Behind that ‘Penalty’ 
(M-G) got $6,000, also light. 
Globe (1,180; 28-35-55) 


in here today 


“Niccinn 


10 days (Col). Snailing along fo 
only about $5,000, same as grosse 
the prior (2d) week with ‘Escape to 
Glory’ (Col). 

Palace (1,700; 20-35-55) — ‘Sea 
Wolf’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Model 
Wife’ (U) (ist run), dualed, open to- 
day (Wed). ‘Nice Girl’ (U) (2d run) 
and ‘Dead Men Tell’ (WB) (1st run) 
finished last night (Tues.) at $8,000, 


just fair. Prior double bill, ‘Night 
in Rio’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Scotland 
Yard’ (20th) ‘lst run), got $8,€90. 


House goes two-a-day at $2 tov on 
May 1 with ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), 
on which advance sale started Mon- 
day (21), being $1.200 on the dav. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99)-— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and Benny Good- 
man (3d week). Begins third inning 
today (Wed.) after closing second 
at $56,000, very smashy. First week 
elegant $76,500, second best for house 
under more than five years of the 
pit-band policy. Picture stays a 
fourth week, but Goodman can't, 
latter being substituted on stage by 
Harry James for the windup. 


Radio City Music Hall (5,960; 44- 





holding up well after a powerful | 


last night (Tues.) and $67,500 over | 


55-85-$99-$1.65 }) — ‘Hamilton Woman’ 
(UA) and stage show (3d week). A 
mighty coin-getter, this week (3d) 
appearing $96,500. The second was 
$108,500, very fancy, while the first 
over Holy Week was $98,500. Holds 
a fourth week. Only five other nic- 
tures have gone beyond three here. 

Rialto (750; . 28-44-55)—‘Ride On, 
Vaquero’ (20th). Perhaps $5,500, 
mildish. Last week, ‘Flying Wild 
(U), a tame $5,000. 

Rivoli (2,092; 40-65-99 )—‘John Doe’ 
(WB) (7th-final week). Goes ,an 
additional two days on a seventh 
week, the sixth having ended last 
night (Tues.), gross for it being $12.- 
000. The fifth round was $16,000, 
slow. ‘Flame of New Orleans’ (U), 
on which that 24-sheet should pep 
things up in the accessories depart- 
ment of the U exchanges, opens Fri- 
day night (25). 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85 )—‘Lady 
from Cheyenne’ (U) and stage show. 
The wheels are turning pretty slow- 
ly here, no more than $32,000 being 
expected. Last week. second for ‘Pot 
o Gold’ (UA), $33,500, the Easter 
hypo making it possible to top the 
first seven days, when $32,000 was 
grossed. On the engagement a dis- 
appointer. 

State (3,00: 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
‘Lady Eve’ (Par) (2d run) and Clyde 
McCoy. A sluggish $17,500 would 
seem to be all, due probably to a 
great extent because ‘Eve’ was at 
the Par three weeks on first run and 
played to a flock of people there. 
Last week ‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d run) 
and a vaude bill including Joe E. 
Lewis and Peggy Fears, house fin- 
ished strong, hitting close to $30,000. 


Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Great Lie’ (WB) and Jimmy Dorsey. 
A muscular combination at the b.o., 
first week coming through to an ex- 
cellent $47,000, while on the holdover 
the going suggests about $35,000, also 
fine. Sticks a third week, starting 
Friday (25). 


Dodgers and Coney 
Island Boff B’klyn; 
‘Nice’-Yard’ $18,000 


Brooklyn, April 22. 

Too many outdoor attractions, and 
arrival of Lake weather had a de- 
pressing effect on downtown grosses. 
Coney Island boardwalk and Ebbetts 
Field, when Dodgers were home, ap- 
peared to be getting lion’s share of 
biz. RKO Albee with ‘Nice Girl’ 
and ‘Scotland Yard’ topping other 
deluxers this stanza. Loew's Metro- 








politan trailing with ‘So Ends Our 
Night’ and ‘Maisie Was Lady.’ Fa- 
bian’s Fox and Paramount doing 


about the same. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50) — 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Scotland Yard’ 
(20th). Okay $18,000. Last week, 
‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th), uneventful $15,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023: 25-35-50) — 
‘Road Show’ (UA) and ‘Submarine 
Zone’ (Col). So-so $15,000. Last 
week. ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘You're 
the One’ (Par) (2d wk). good $16,000. 


Met (Loew’s) (3.618: 25-35-50) — 
‘Ends Night’ (U) and ‘Maisie Lady’ 
(M-G). Pleasant $17.000. Last week, 


‘Hardy's Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G). fine $21.090. 





Paramount (Fabian) (4.126: 25-35- 
50) — ‘Cheers Bichop’ (UA) and 
‘Great Nobod~’ (WRB). Quiet $15 900 
T.ast week. ‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Las 
Veras Niaht-’ (Por) aonda 12 N00 

Strend (WR) (9870 95-35-40) — 
‘Sehoo] for Hrehands’ (td) and 
‘Virgin Rr'te’ (Indy  Feir $4500. 
‘ast wundun’ (Por) and ‘Me 


weer ‘P 
Panamita’ (TT) anna ez ang 
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THE FRANK CAPRA 
PRODUCTION FOR 1941 


GARY COOPER 
BARBARA STANWYCK 


The stage is set! The 
whirlwind pre-release has 
set it up in every corner of 
the continent! ‘‘The talk’ 


with 


EDWARD ARNOLD - WALTER BRENNAN 


Spring Byington « James Gleason and Gene Lockhart 
This Screen Play, as were most of the major successes of Frank Capra, is by 


ROBERT RISKIN 


» e Directed by Frank C 
is now at tts peak ced Distributed 4 ok oo 


write it in today! 


Produced at WARNER BROS. STUDIO _ 
__ Backed by WARNER BROS. SHOWMANSHIP 
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Spring Fever Hurts Philly; But ‘Lie’ 
Okay $18,500, Ziegteld’ Sock $19,000 








Philadelphia, April 22. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 


Competish of big league baseball, 
olf courses and other outdoor at- 
fractions is proving tough for film- 
ers during the unseasonable heat 
wave of the past couple of days, 
and is resulting in a drop in down- 
town bos. Only the presence of 
powerful product in key spots is 
gaving the week from a more serious 
drought. 

Holding their own among the new- 
comers are ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ and ‘Great 
Lie,’ while among the h.o.s ‘Road to 
Zanzibar’ and ‘Great Dictator’ are 
chalking up nice grosses. Latter is 
skedded to be yanked at the end of 
this trip to make room for product 
that’s being bottled up again because 
of the long run of the Chaplin starrer 
and ‘Fantasia.’ 

Exploitation palm goes to the 
Stanley with its wide campaign for 
‘Ziegfeld Girl.’ A fashion show fea- 
turing some of the actual gowns 
worn in the production received 

lenty of attention in the dailies. 
Beery music store in the city-center 
and many in the hinterlands were 
tied up with displays on the songs in 
the film. A ‘Judy Garland Contest,’ 
to find the girl most resembling the 
starlet, was held by the Daily News. 

Estimates for Tals Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-75-86-$1.14- 
$1.71) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (10th 
wk). Slumping badly this stretch 
with a bare $6,500. Last week a 
trifle better with $7,000. 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (35-46-57)— 
‘Nice Girl’? (U) (3d run). Opened 
yesterday (Monday). Last week 


Hardy's Secretary’ (M-G), a profit- 
able $3,000 for a second-run try. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Great Lie’ (WB). Netting an okay 
$18,500. Last week ‘Men Boys Town’ 
(M-G), fair $10,000 for second week. 

Earle (WB) (2.350; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) with Abe Ly- 
man’s band on stage. Suffering from 
b.o. anemia and will barely make 
house par of $18.000. Last week ‘Las 
Vegas Nights’ (Par) and stage show, 
featuring Will Bradley orchestra 
tumbled in stretch 
with a sour $16,500 after snazzv start. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-4€-57-68)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d wk). Ringing 
up a tuneful $16.500 for holdover 
round. Bow-in last week a smashing 
$21.000. May hold for a third trip. 

Karlton (WB) (1.066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Buck Privates’ (U) (2d run). Just 
barely making the right side of led- 
ger with $4,300. Last week ‘Sea 
Wolf’ (WB) a disappointing $4,000 
for a subseouent-run showing. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Satisfactory $4,800 after moveover 
from Boyd. Last week ‘Nice Girl’ 
(U). fair $4,300 for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2.916): 35-46-57-68) 
—Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). Opened 
Saturday (19) and looks like it’s 
headed for sock $19,000. Last week 
‘Night Rio’ (2@th) wound up with so- 
so $16,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1.457: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Dictator’ (UA) (7th wk). Not let- 
ting up on its fast pace with a slick 
$7,200 for seventh inning. Could 
probably stay indefinitely, but it’s 
skedded to be vanked at end of this 
week for ‘Bad Man.’ Last week, 
snappy $7,500. 


TANTIBAR’ TERRIF 116 
IN PORT: PLENTY 1.0 


Portland, Ore., April 22. 
All but one 
‘Road to Zanzibar’ is getting all the 








new-show trade for the Paramount, | 


and looks like a winner at $11,000. 


‘Men of Bovs Town,’ at the Broad- 
way, holds the No. 1 niche among 
the second-week flock. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2.000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Men Bovs Town’ M-G). Still 
doing well in its second week for 
hearty $6,000. First week, great 
$8,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50) — ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) 
and ‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col), | 
moved over from Paramount for a 
second stand. Fair $3.800 expected. 
Last week (40-55), ‘Gone’ (M-G) 


returned to squeeze to the last dime 
Possible for No. 1 house showing, 
but was disappointing at $3,500. 
Orpheum 
(1,800: 35-40-50)—‘Night Rio’ (20th) 
and ‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th). Second 
week going for nice $5,000, after a 
first wow week to $7,500. 
Paramount Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000: 35-40-50) — ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) 
and ‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO). 
Looks like terrific $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Queen’s 
Penthouse’ (Col) pulled great $8,000, 
and moved to the Mayfair. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
35-40-50)—‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Mr 
Dynamite’ (U). Second week in line 
for satisfactory $4,600. 
over for big $7,000. 


and wound up | 


major spot holding. 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) | 


First week, 


a 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........... $1,562,400 
(Based on 24 cities, 168 thea- 


tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 

a wal 

Total Gross Same Week 
Peereeerre $1,619,100 

(Based on 26 cities, 176 theatres) 


‘Lanzibar, $15,000, 
‘Jones, 116, Best 
In Average Cincy 


Cincinnati, April 22. 











eggs in most cages during Easter 
Week, are restoring main stem’s biz 
to seasonal par. 

‘Road to Zanzibar’ at the Albee is 
fronting the pack with the burg’s 
best mark for several weeks. Palace 
is okay with ‘Devil and Miss Jones.’ 
Grand has a duller in ‘Sis Hopkins.’ 
Of the holdovers, ‘Men Boys Town,’ 
in the Capitol, is leading; ‘Night in 
Rio’ being mild for Keith’s, and 
‘Model Wife’ limp at the Lyric. 

Ted Weems’ orchestra is lifting the 
combo Shubert to an okay figure and 
the theatre’s tallest in four weeks. 
Pic is ‘Melody for Three.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par). Big $15,000, burg’s 
best for several weeks. Last week, 
‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G), perked in 
last half to wind up with a good 
$13,000. 

Capitol (RKO) 





(2,000; 33-40-50 )— 
|*Men Boys Town’ (M-G). Move- 
over from Albee for extended first 
run, Okay $4.500. Last week, ‘Lady 
Cheyenne’ (U), first-run moveover 
(2d wk), terrible $2,500. 
Family (RKO) (1,000: 
‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ 
(20th), split with ‘Mutiny in Arctic’ 
(U) and ‘Couldn't Say No’ (WB). 
Average $2.000. Last week, ‘Meet 
Chump’ (U) and ‘Murder Among 
| Friends’ (20th), divided with ‘Back 





(Ind), fair $1,900. 
Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep). Dull $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Model Wife’ (U), poor 
$3.000. 
| Keith’s (Libson) (1.500; 33-40-50)— 
| ‘Night Rio’ (20th). Transferred from 
| Palace for second week. Mild $3,500. 
|Last week. ‘Bringing Up Baby’ 
| (RKO) (revival), awful $2.000. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 
| ‘Model Wife’ (U). 
Grand for second week. 


Very poor 


$2,000. Last week, ‘Convoy’ (RKO) 
| and ‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO), 
| twinned, six days, sad $2,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 33-40-50)— 
| ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO). Okay $11.000. 


Last week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th), ditto. 
| Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
‘Melody Three’ (RKO) and Ted 
| Weems’ band. Weems the magnet for 
an okay $11,000, an improvement 
| over past several weeks. Last week, 
‘Repent Leisure’ (RKO) and ‘Red, 
Hot and Beautiful’ revue, $7,000, bot- 
tom mark for season. 


| ‘RIO’ 8G IN MONTREAL 


‘Privates’ Plenty Good 61,G—Rage’ 
Weak $3,000 


Montreal, April 22 


~~ e 

| Palace, with ‘Night in Rio,’ is in 
|top spot currently, having a swell 
| $8,000 in sight Deanna Durbin’s 


marriage wil] help ‘Nice Girl,’ h.o. at 
Loew’s. Capitol has good soldier pic 
;in ‘Buck Privates,’ which should run 
ito nice $6,500. 
| Orpheum did well last week with 
‘Monte Cristo,’ and will cash in on 
| repeat currently 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 
‘Night Rio’ (20th). Good $8,000 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ 
satisfactory $6,300. 

Capitol (CT) 
‘Buck Privates’ 
La Zonga’ (U). 
|}average fan fodder 


(U) and ‘Madame 
Topical and above 








Improved product, plus relief from | 92 44)__« ; 
abnormaliy hot weather that hatched | td Man Lost 


| 
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i 
{ 
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‘Son Cristo’ (UA) (2d wk). Sighting 
good $4,200 after excellent $6,000 last 
week, 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50) —Mlayerling et Serajevo.’ 
Looks like good $2,000. Last week, 
third repeat of ‘Mayerling,’ good 
$1,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—Battements de Coeur’ and ‘Le 
Voleur.’ Good $5,000 ahead. Last 
week, ‘Danube Bleu’ and ‘Gardons 
Notre Sourire,’ nice $5,300. 


MEMPHIS N.G.; 
POT’ $5,200 


Memphis, April 22. 

‘Pot o’ Gold’ is setting the pace 
this week at Loew’s Palace despite 
lukewarm notices. Crix didn’t rap it 
particularly, but neither did they 
rave. Still, it is managing to show 
the way in a town that’s off again 
after a week’s post-Lenten flurry. 

Scribes went for RKO’s ‘Devil and 
Miss Jones’ at Loew’s State in large 
manner, but take is nothing to whoop 
about. 

Competition from baseball, plus 
the lure of outdoors as spring com- 
mences, may be accountable. 


Estimates for This Week 
New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
(U) (four days). 
e $2.000 in bobtailed week. 
Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ (Par), $6,300, 
plus $1,300 on two day h.o., swell. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Pot Gold’ (U). Looks like radio ap- 
peal means a lot here. Heidt pro- 
— pushing this one’s lure to $5,- 
00. 
(M-G), $5,300, very good, 

State (Loew) (2,600: 10-33-44)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO). Only fair. Will 
rate $4.500. Last week, ‘Night Rio’ 
(20th), $4,800, about as anticipated. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22-33) 
—Back Street’ (U) (2d run), three 








Last week, ‘Men Boys cael 


LA. Listless: Zanzibar’-Phil Harris 
~— Orch, $30,000, Start Three-Wk. Run; 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ........... .$314,100 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year.... .. $293,768 


| (Based on 12 theatres) 








Schoolmarms Help 
Rio to Solid 96, 


| 





| weeks. 


‘Rio’ So-So $24,500, H.0.s Mild 


Los Angeles, April 22. 
Paramount, with ‘Road to Zanzi- 
bar’ and the Phil Harris band on 
stage, leads the town currently and 
show will probably stick for three 
‘Night in Rio,’ at the State 
and Chinese, is not showing the 


| Strength that was expected although 


; combined take will 


"ville: Pot’ $8500 


| 
| 





Louisville, April 22. 
| Plenty of activity in town the last 


few days, with baseball getting un- 


tre way Thursday (17), and some 


7,000 school teachers swarming over 


/downtown streets while attending 
{the annual Kentucky Education 
Assn. three-day meeting (16-17-18). 
Downtown houses were well patron- 
ized. 

Rialto with ‘Night in Rio,’ 
| Loew’s State with ‘Pot o‘ Gold’ and 
|‘Mary Dugan,’ are currently doing a 
| brisk biz. Moveover of ‘Road to 
| Zanzibar’ at the Brown is counting 
|off a nice figure, while biz around 
the corner at the Strand is on the 


| days; ‘Border Vigilantes’ (Par), two | light side, as is h.o. of ‘Sea Wolf’ 


| week, ‘Buck Privates’ (U) (2d run), | 


days: ‘Ends Night’ (UA), two days. 
Pointing to average $1,600. Last 


three days; ‘Road Show’ (UA) (2d 


, run), two days; and ‘Ridin’ Rainbow’ 


‘ 


| 


in Saddle’ (Rep) and ‘Gangster Sea’ | 


| move 
33-40-50 )— | 
Switched from | 


(Rep), two days, $1,400, 

Warner (WB) (2.300: 10-33-44)— 
‘Great Lie’ (WB) (2d wk). May pull 
as much as $2,000. Last week, $5,100, 
good. 


poor. 





“TOPPER’-WAYNE KING 


15-28 )— | 


SOCK $20,000, OMAHA 


Omaha, April 22. 

Wayne King’s band and revue plus 
‘Topper Returns’ on the screen 
jumped into what looks like 
smash division at the Orpheum, and 
is set for a terrific $20,000. 
Kaye’s $21,000 may also be threat- 
ened by the tremendous pull of the 
King ensemble which opened its 
road tour here. 

‘Adam Had Four Sons’ and ‘Blondie 
Goes Latin’ at the Brandeis will 
up to a healthy $6,000. At 
the Omaha, ‘Men of Boys Town’ ran 
only four days into its second week 
for $6.100, giving way Sunday to 
‘Road to Zanzibar’ and ‘Father's Son’ 
for what looks like a very good $10,- 
000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 
55)—‘Topper Returns’ (UA) 
Wayne King orchestra and revue. 
Smash _ $20,000 Last week, ‘Night 
Rio’ (20th) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th), 
very ood $12,000. 


10-40- 
and 


Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 10- | 


25-35-40 )—‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Blondie 
Latin’ (Col). Fine $6,000. Last 


| week, ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Mel- 
|} ody Three’ (RKO), good $5,300. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-30-40) 


| —‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Father's Son’ 


| (WB). 


25-45-55)— 


(Par), | 


(2,700; 25-45-55)— | 


Opened Sunday 
looks good for $10,000. ‘Men Boys 
Town’ (M-G) second week ran four 
days to $6,100, after the prior full 
week had garnered $10.500 

State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25) 


(20) and 


‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
‘Come Live’ (M-G), split with ‘Devil 
Commands’ (Col), ‘Victory’ (Par) 
and ‘Bank Dick’ (U) Fair $1,000 
Last week ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G). 
single-featured, split with ‘Vigilantes’ 
(U), ‘Bit of Heaven’ (U) and ‘Honey- 
moon Three’ (WB), ditto 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) 
Colorado’ (Par), ‘Reuter’s’ (WB) 
and ‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB). split 
three ways with ‘Ghost Patrol’ 


(Cap). ‘Spending’ (WB) and ‘Across 


Sierras’ (Col), ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO), ‘Bit of Heaven’ (U). Only 
fair $1,000. Last week, ‘Bury Me 


| Not’ (WB). ‘Villain Pursued’ (RKO), 


should realize | 


good $6,500. Last week, ‘Hardy's | 
Secretary’ ‘(M-G) and ‘Phantom 
Submarine’ (Col), disappointed at 
$6,000. 

| Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— | 
'‘Nice Girl’ (U) (2d wk). Handsome 


| $9,500 of last week will be followed 
| by good $6,000 currently. 
Princess (CT) 


(2,300; 25-34-50)— | 


|‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde 

‘Inspiration’ ‘M-G). Pointing to | 
}weak $3,000. Last week, ‘Mary | 
Dugan’ (M-G) and ‘Free, Easy’ | 


| (M-G), weak $2,500. 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 


‘ 


‘Black Parrot’ (U), three way split 


with ‘Return Wild Bill’ (Col), ‘Al- 
ways Bride’ (WB), ‘White Eagle’ 
(Col) serial. and ‘Outlaws Pan- 
handle’ (Col). ‘Thing Called Love’ | 


(Col). ‘Give Wings’ (U), ditto. 
Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950: 600: 300: 25)—‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith’ (RKO). ‘Come Live’ 
(M-G). split with ‘Where Get Girl’ 


(U), ‘Victory’ (Par) and ‘Bank Dick’ | 


(U). Good $1.200. Last week, ‘Phil- 
ade!phia’ (M-G), _ single-featured, 
snlit with ‘Vigilantes’ (U), ‘Bit of 


| Heaven’ (U) and ‘Honeymoon Three’ | 


(WB), ditto. 


the | 


Sammy | 


at the Mary Anderson. 

| Couple of legit shows are heading 
this way to play at the Memorial 
Aude. ‘Pins and Needles’ is slated 
for one night at $1.75 top, and Ruth 
Chatterton due in town Saturday 


1 (26) with Barry Thomson, in a new 


comedy (no title advertised). 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Brown (Loew’s-Fourth *Avenue) 
| (1,400: 15-30-40)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) 
|and March of Time. Started off with 


current clip 
$3,800. Last 


and if pace holds at 
'should ring up swell 
week ‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Sleepers 
West’ (20th), took light $1,700 on 
| third downtown week. 
| Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
| —‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Bank Dick’ 
(U), split with ‘Escape Glory’ (Col) 
ped. ‘Victory’ (Par). Going along to 


indicated $1,500. Last week’ ‘Kitty 
| Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Flight Destiny’ 


(WB), managed all right $1,400. 


| Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and ‘Mary 
; Dugan’ (M-G). Marquee names 


pulling ’em in. Gralsbing some of the 
teachers who zoomed into town for 
three days to attend their conven- 
tion, and altogether shapes up as a 
profitable stanza, probably good $8,- 


/500. Last week ‘Men Boys Town’ 
|(M-G) and ‘Blondie Latin’ (Col), 
maintained healthy pace to tally 


okay $8,000 


| Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
| 15--30-40)—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Holding up pretty well, and 


with some boost from many visitors 
in town, should manage good enough 
$2,800. Last week, a winner at fine 
$4,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Night Rio’ (20th) and ’Scot- 
land Yard’ (20th). Crowds are lin- 
ing up at the wicket to buy this 
| pair. Pace is plenty healthy, point- 
| ing to solid $9,000. Last week ‘Zan- 
zibar’ (Par) and March of Time, ex- 
cellent $8,500 and moveover. 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 


and 





a bang after moveover from Rialto, | 





be close to the 
$25,000 mark. 

Holdovers include ‘Devil and Miss 
Jones’ at the RKO and Pantages; 
‘Sea Wolf’ at the Warners Down- 
town and Hollywood: ‘Fantasia’ at 
Carthay Circle: ‘That Hamilton 
Woman’ at the Four Star: and the 
Hawaii dual bill. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 83- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(12th wk). Dropped somewhat afier 
the Easter week, with fair $8.000 in 


prospect. Last week, just topped 
$11.500, excellent. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75)--‘Night Rio’ (20th) and 
‘Jennie’ (20th). Should wind up 
with around $10,000. Last week, 


‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Free, 
Easy’ (M-G), only fair $9,200. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800: 20-44-55) 
—Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Mr. No- 
body’ (WB) (2d wk). Biz holding 


firm and another $8,400 in prospect, 
after first stanza turned in lucra- 
tive $13.500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (5th 
wk). Nearing the end of its run and 
will fold in another week or two, 
Current take around $3.300. com- 
pared with okay $4,400 last week. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 30-44)—‘Em- 
peror Jones’ (Levinson) and ‘Break 
News’ (Tri-Films) (2d wk). Looks 
like okay $2.100. after first week hit 
satisfactory $3,200, not nearly as good 
as anticipated. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55) 
—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Mr. Nobody’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Holdover headed for 
so-so $6,500, after first week topped 
$11.800. 

Orpheum (B'way) (2,200: 20-44-55) 


-—‘Wild Man of Borneo’ (M-G) and 
‘Laddie’ (RKO) with holdover of 
Bowes Spring Jubilee unit. Will hit 


nrobable $7,000, after first week of 
Bowes troupe. with ‘Back in Saddle’ 
(Rep) and ‘Youth Served’ (20th), 
reached very good $11.800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U). With main fea- 
ture held over, house is headed for 
$7,500. First week, with ‘Lone Wolf 
Chance’ (Col), as bottom feature, 
very good $12.400. 

Paramount (Par) 
75)—‘Zanzibar’ 


(3,595: 30-44-55- 
(Par) and Phil Har- 
ris orchestra. Starting what is 
expected to be a three-week run. 
Gross on initial stanza hitting terrifie 
$30,000. Harris band is engaged for 
two weeks only, but film is exnected 
to remain longer. Last week, ‘Power 
Dive’ (Par) and Kay Kyser orches- 
tra, just topped $40,000, new house 


record. 
RKO (RKO) (2.872: 30-44-55)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 


‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U). Will probably 
add another $7.600 on holdover, after 


| first week of ‘Jones’ with ‘Lone Wolf 





15-30-40)—‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep) and | 


‘Devil Bat’ (Ind). Some effort put 
forth in street exploitation, with eve- 
ning-dress male decked out with ads 
fore and aft, parading downtown 
streets Results are disappointing. 


Will do well to cop weak $2,500. Last | 


week Un’ (Par) and ‘Las 


‘Round 


Vegas Nights’ (Par), felt power of 
Fourth Avenue opposish and couldn't 
get more than light $2,600. 


‘TOWN’ 14G IN DENVER 


2d Great $13,500—‘Rio’ 
Pretty 10G 


- 


‘Zanzibar’ 


Denver, April 22. 

‘Men of Boys Town,’ coupled with 
‘Blonde Inspiration,’ leading the 
town and holding over. Second week 
of ‘Zanzibar’ showed very little 
slack after the film’s first canto 
smashed the house record at the 
Denham. ‘That Night in Rio’ doing 
fine at the Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Pot 
Gold’ (UA), after a week at the 
Denver. Good $4.000. Last week. 
‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA), after a week 
at the Denver, fair $3,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
| —Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Melody 
Three’ (RKO), after a week at the 
Orpheum. Looks like fair $2,500 
|Last week, ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) 


Chance’ piled up lucrative $12.600. 
State (Loew-F-WC) (2.404: 30-44- 
55-75)—‘Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Jen- 


nie’ (20th). Okay $14,500, although 
below what was expected. Last 
week, ‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Free, Easy’ (M-G), close to $14,- 
000. 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100; 


30-44-55)—*Men Boys Town’ (M-G) 
and ‘Free, Easy’ (M-G). Not so 
forte on moveover, $3,800. Last 


week, ‘Dictator’ (UA) on continued 
first run, excellent $6.200 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—“Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
'*Free, Easy’ (M-G). Will hit 
around $4500 on moveove! Last 
week. ‘Dictator’ (UA), excellent 
| $7,200. 
and ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G). after a 
week at the Orpheum, ditto 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- 
40) ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d wk). 


| $14,000, 


Bringing home a great $13,500. after 
last week broke house records with 
$15.000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Night Rio’ (20th). Very pretty 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) 
and ‘Jennie’ (20th), good $9,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) 
—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G). Roaring 
assuring a holdover. Last 
week, ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and 
‘Melody Three’ (RKO), poor $7.700. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 25-40)— 
‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Ride. Kelly’ 
(20th). Nice enough $6.000. Last 
week, ‘Knockout’ (WB) and ‘Campus 
Confessions’ (Par), ditto 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Cheers 
Bishop’ (UA), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Along 
Rio Grande’ (RKO). Around $2,000 
‘Great Dictator’ 


good. Last week, 
(UA), after a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Flying 


i Wild’ (Mono), good*$2,500. 
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VY 
‘MEN’ OF 
BOYS TOWN’ 


<<<HELD OVER! >sS> 


lines 
Philadelphia 3rd Week! 2nd We a 
Angeles (2 theatres Day/qnd/ Date); 
New York; San Frantjscb; ‘Cleveland; 
St. Louis; Milwaukes; ashington, D. C.; 
Buffalo; Omaha,’ eattle; Columbus; 
Cincinnati; Wor ester; Hartford; 
Denver; sd star Portland and 


MORE EXTENDED RUNS 
AS WE GO TO PRESS! 
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“ZIEGFELD 


: GIRL 
Sy caeneat AL! 


Bostéu~(playing 2 theatres! Day and 

Date Beats “Boom Town.” Phitad phia 

is 30% ibetter than “Great Zi Iq." 

Chicago an ! Albany is doing mara\ \ 

velous “P ildelphia Story” business? \ 


Detroit tops me in Arms.” Just the first asl 













SPENCER TRACY MICKEY ROONEY in 
“MEN OF BOYS TOWN’ with Bobs Watson 
Larry Nunn, Darryl Hickman, Henry O'Neill, 
Mary Nash, Lee J. Cobb. Original Screen Play 
by James Kevin McGuinness. Directed by 
Norman Taurog. Produced by John W. Con- 
sidine, Jr. A Metro-Goldwn- Mayer Picture 


few engagemgnts. The most widely pub- 
licized and dvertised picture in years. 


HELD OVER 
EVERYWHERE! 






“ZIEGFELD GIRL starring James Stewart, 
judy Garland, Hedy Lamarr, Lana Turner 
with Tony Martin, Jackie Cooper, lan Hunter, 
Charles Winninger, Edward Everett Horton, 
Philip Dorn. Screen play by Marguerite 
Roberts and Sonya Levien. Directed by 
Robert Z. Leonard. Produced by Pandro S. 
Berman. A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture. 








| 




















—ig- 


Wednesday, April 23, 1941 VARIETY EXPLOITATION 13 


Joe Gins Heads Col. in Charlotte, N. C.: |[cotunbia Pic Salesman’s |’ RKO Sets Nat'l Sales Conv., June 16-18 








Other Theatre and Exchange Briefs —“"""“"* "InN. Y.: Metro, WB, 20th, Par Indef 


Minneapolis, April 19. 
| Editor, Variety: + 
| : 
Pittsburgh, April 22. , burn goes with the house to CST as; The writer, a devoted Variety qq ox ; ee 
Joe Gins, city salesman for — | Neuse manager. Negotiations for ad beg for eyed years, “= for some M-G Rallies Stage Door Pgh ange peregrine ree oe vara 
lumbia Pictures here, has just been! buy were made by M. E. McClain,} time wanted to write and commend | ‘7; Pe Yaa ne ct a ~Cecree sncennite 
elevated to company’s Charlotte,| Warren’s district manager. }you on Al Selig’s article in your Johns for Ziegfeld Girl 











at this time concerning sales con- 
N. C., office as branch manager. | Kiva, 440-seater here operated by | issue of March 12, under the title Metro, as an exploitation gag on Ventions, RKO during the past week 
B.C. Sconuan tance (0) to, Howard Federer and T. B. Noble, Jr.|of ‘The Unsung Heroes of the Film ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ is organizing ‘The decided on June 16-18 in New York 
take up new post. Gins will be suc- shuttered for summer as second run! Business.’ for a convention, Metro is mulling 


ceeded locally by George Tice, who | spot. The policy is moved to the Y _ |Ancient and Honorable Society of either a national meeting or region- 
adi ‘ Main Li les terri-| 1,100-seat Variety, which has been| It seems odd that only twice in’ gtage pn ie 5 een ieee OF é & 5 
moves up from Main Line sales terri- | |, : y, W as en | Stage Door Johnnies.’ Applications als, somewhat leaning toward the 


tory. with Jack Kohler, office man-| devoting itself to B first-runs. imy 14 years in this business that are made on an engraved form with latter, 


j : : : . while Warners 9 ai 
ager, moving up to sales department | Eddie Ballew, new United Artists; have ever run across anything in a arners and 20th are 


|four categories, one of which must both up in the air on the 


° ° , Sone . ; “T} 7 ~ Pt e tter 
and taking over Tice’s district. Bob  p.a. in the territory, saying hello and| Trade Paper that may even refer to| pe checked: ‘The expenditure was though 20t! ; — 
Kimmelman becomes office Manager | fronting for ‘Pot of Gold. tus, we who so ably try to carry on! (1) Futile (2) 1 pra a ber stn-elag h may hold a convensh in 
and head booker, with Orlando | : William Youngclaus, of the Island. | ynder circumstances so well told by 1(3) f have stopped spending F- d In Par a 
Boyle, formerly head of advertising| in Grand Island, Neb., is excited | Mr. Selig. pp SI ig an amount no decision has been 


ssories, getting assistant| about a coming attraction at his , _| (4) IT am still spending.’ reached, but doubted by Neil F. Ag- 
onl agg aR oy a far od toned but isn’t marqueeing same.|. With the various Trade Papers | ‘Johnnies’ got their first public new, v.p. over sales, that bag i 
successor to Boyle in advertising and | He’s shortly to become a father. | that are on the market, we who are} workout at the annual ball of the | pany will schedule a national con- 
accessories has been named. It’s a nip-and-tuck race for Wally somewhat influential towards their | Ziegfeld Girls Club Monday (21) at vention. Instead Par is leaning to- 
Continuing flock of managerial! Johnson, of Friend, Neb., who is try-| circulation (by a good word or 4/ the Waldorf, N.Y., proceeds of which | ward a session with the district man- 
shifts made necessary by draft ing desperately to make the sale of| dig), it seems that we are the un-! went to British War Relief /agers some time later this 5s 
roads. WB has just announced num-| his two houses. the Vogue in Friend, ' jmportant cog in the business. ; with the feeling now bei “ee Spring, 
ber of promotions and transfers in, and the Fil-Mor in Exeter, Neb.,| One reads that over $1,000,000 was hyo wh eles Uh ae 


‘sonnel. Milford Parker upped come to head prior to being drafted. : : . : 
— assistant at Jefferson in| Knute Wold’s suit against the raised in — mange bad _— the same unless following the lead 
Punxsutawney, Pa., to manager of | Sioux Falls, S. D., Gas Co. for $6,000 purposes OU pecase tell me whe 'taken by RKO. and possibly also 


Strand in Erie; George Tipp moves | in personal damages suffered from a small part of that went to the care to be taken by 20th and Metro. 








from assistant’s berth at Kenyon to, gas explosion in the Sioux Falls|of the Film Peddler who so earn- Latter company has given thought to 


| 

| 
manacer of Prince in Ambridge, and | Granada has been moved to U. S. estly has carried on and given his | a powwow for the w a 
Jack Kahn, assistant at Schenley, be- | district court, on finding the Gas Co. | best? | | sales forces, to be held oo eee 
comes manager of Center, formerly to be Delaware-incorporated. Same| We have our Variety Clubs which | but that may be changed in fav 
New Weiland. Kahn is former office | £0es for the $3,00" suit of the Arthur! gq so much for charity, and do it so | Iphone: ‘win anged in favor of 
boy in Warner publicity department. | System, Inc., which runs the house, aie thast wieet alee te th that | regionals. illiam F. Rodgers pre- 
Other changes include Harry Ras-| and Helmer Rierson, assistant man- pon ha a sepa mal peggy Aeon fers the latter for various reasons. 
tetter, manager of Columbia in Erie,| 48er_ of the theatre, both asking oe With sal a 4 t t . ‘Get Together’ 
to Warner in Erie: Robert Wana- $3,000 for the same accident, which | C4Fe: salaries that astound, | Ned E. Depinet. RKO distributi 
maker, from assistant at Liberty in, Occurred last Dec. 3. and money spent like water for this lh a fon agente Me distribution 
Sharon, to managership of that | and that, no reservation has ever | we »is of the opinion that it's more 
house: John Schultz, from Liberty | Savannah House Leased been made for the Film Peddler oh ae ans essential to get the boys 
in Sharon to Columbia in Erie; Bill | Spartanburg, S. C.. April 22, | Who has gone out and done exactly Detroit, April 22, | together to hop them up on the new 
Miller, from assistant at Wilson in’ = Areadia, Savannah. Ga.. leased to| as Mr. Selig put it. Special police details helped the Product, outline sales policies, etc. A 





Tyrone, to manager of Liberty in - g Ww. Amus. Co deli I think as a whole. the boys have | nj x : .. | recent hint from Depinet also was 
Domora, and Al Katz. assistant at| scheduled. ey no complaint, but I was very much \picture houses here build up their | that there may be more meetings as 
Seecaeeee, to similar post at)" South Carolina Theatre Owners! impressed and prompted to write Patronage Gurtng Ge Easter ee oe to a national convention 
enyon. , , ..,| Association organized April 15 in| this after showing this article to one | just closed. | than in former years because of the 
Rie Coe es ee Columbia. E. Bryant, owner of | of the Seve pha last ended up going| Practically every nabe in the “new sales method. 
y ( ° | , j spc j - s 
two Rock Hill houses, elected presi- back to work after months in the | town, taking advantage of the small The New York convensh will be 


manager for UA here, recently trans-| qent. Warren Irwin. Columbia. dfs attended b istri 
, Een J 4, | dent. yin, a, dis- ‘ : : ’ , , ape y all district managers, 
ferred to Boston in similar capacity. | trict manager, Palmetto Amusement hospital, and seeing his reaction. | fry Ss spring vacation and the plenti- branch managers, salesmen and 


Mark Goldman chairman of affair.! Cy among directors ful armaments cash in _ town, ; : 
Weiner already taken up his new| RB Talbert, city manager, | P. S. to Al Selig whipped up extensive cartoon and pinvicsot nga ain gh from foreign 
duties but will come back to Pitts-| wilby-Kincey, announces early June oe | western bills. About every Mickey countries that are still being served 








burgh fer the dinner in his honor. ‘opening for Palmetto, fourth W-K The writer would very much like |Mouse, Popeye, Betty Boop, Porky with film. Anticipated that RKO 

Bill Brooker is Par’s new €X-| unit here. House is 900-seater, cost-| to walk up to you and say “Thanks, | .+. in the exchanges was worn out | “2! have its first group of five pic- 
ploiteer in this territory. He succeeds ing approximately $65,000. , | Al'—it was a grand tribute and so|. - eens nanges SW | tures ready for screening to the dele- 
Arnold Van Leer, shifted to Boston. | she: Mia [capably carried out in truth and |" t eesae week. ‘gates when they go into session. 
Brooker formerly had Philadelphia, | Army Causes Revamp | word. | Realizing that about the only fac- | Other companies are figuring on also 
Macs" uae cee ae tee Detroit, April 22. | What made it hit home even | tor that would xeep gyre from | having. their initial blocks of five 
pation og with Brooker retaining Philly | Induction of Danny Drozan, man-| harder was the meeting up with i ene 4 ie a ogo the ready by that time or early in July, 
in addition to Pittsburgh district. ager of the Cohen Circuit's Roxy,| Warner salesman who travels out of | S®0WS was the traffic hazard, theatre ‘Milk All Product’ 


owners got the police department to ki 
‘assign cops at the corners to and Speaking at the AMPA luncheon 
‘from the houses. They advertised last week, Depinet sounded an im- 
land the newspapers also carried portant keynote under decree sell- 
straight stories on the fact the kids | ing—which also will probably be 
‘would have police escorts on the stressed at the convention—in saying 
way to the theatres. It worked out | that there will be fewer and better 
to terrific business and passes for | Pictures and ‘our duty will be to 


into the Army on April 21 has| 


resulted in several switches in the| , 
: - “ey , was discharged from a hos- 
chain. The managerial switch takes recently as discharged 


Stanley Rinskey from the Rio to the | pital after being confined for sev- 
Roxy with Arthur Hunt moving from | eral months. 

the Capitol to the Rio. Moved up- This lad hit a culvert and was 
ward is Clarence Simon, former as-}| confined to a hospital in a town of 
sistant at the Capitol, who becomes! about 2.500 and after being told he 


Louis Krieger, indie distrib and 
vet film man, acquired franchise for 
new Select Pictures in tri-state area, 
deal having been completed in New 
York last week. Charles Kranz, head 
of Select. is old friend of Krieger’s 
and former Pitt distributor. 


Minneapolis, named Adcock, who 








manager. , in a few days was j rer 
Jeffrey’s Dicker | Bill Scholl transferred by RKO to | “OU!4 be ok. in a few days v the cops. milk everyone of them as dry as 
| ill Scho ransferred by R oO , . p 
, cos : : ; removed to a Minneapolis hospital possible’ 
George Jeffrey is reported dis- | Eastern Central territory, covering there he found that his jaw was | —_—_—_ at ; oa : 
cussing an executive sales connec- | Detroit, from Minneapolis, where he | Were d oe aes de eee | Without doubt, distribution under 
tion with one of the major com- | was assigned for the last two years. broken and it was far more serious | the consent decree should improve 
Panies. ae He will make his headquarters in | than indicated in this so-called the quality of pictures because it 
_For many years in high distribu- C leveland. He takes the place of burg. N 7 will put the spotlight on the pictures 
tion posts and also active in the or- | Dave Carter, who has left the com- The words in which you expressed which should not have been made, 
Zanization of the United Artists ex- | pany. your thoughts were so true to our he opined 
changes in Canada, Jeffrey recently | a work that I would like to know | 
took a flier in the independent dis- Bonnie Long's House hia , . Tos | Acts te Hypo Drive 
éviating field. tis fefives Pictures Satenin Teun Aavil 2° where and when you sold film. Yes, 
c a po Rh ca i it 'N ¥ office . The Rolaine here omy Mes sold by | the accounts have changed some- | As hypo for the five-week drive 
; -_ H. L. Robardy to Bonnie Long of| What, but the conditions that you | nimene in the RKO theatres starting to- 
: . ; : pecan ae ' ; “11e mor 5 le i 
Interstate’s Army House Dallas, the former executive secre-) refer to, ring so true. | son rng CSoMere, ), vaude bills and 
San Antonio, April 22 tary of the Variety Club of Texas. Just a personal example. Here I Seattle, April 22. ea _ Stage attractions will be 
According to city manager E. E., Completely remodeled and renovated am working out of Minneapolis and Vic Gauntlett, advertising man- + — in a earereed of Greater New 
Collins, Interstate circuit will open! it will be named the Ritz, open about | jn a zone in South Dakota. I get! f Hamrick-Evergree h; a ee cane, eee 
a new house, the Fort Sam Houston, | May 7. home to my family only every other ag r or amrick-Evergreen, has |vell opens at the Fordham tomor- 
located on the boundary of Fort Sam | ——- weekend. Never get in or can stay | figured out that ft Is good advertis- row (Thurs.) for a full week, while 
: i oil . > » -« , >; - . , = © S ‘ ° 4 1 tam - ; ‘ ’ 

Houston here within the next two | Okay er - wees i in for time enough to enjoy the hos-|ing to get ASCAP music into the tomorrow night ‘Johnny,’ call boy of 
saa 7 7 ge a id yd A charter has t : agro ge re to nitalitv of the Variety Club or any ears of prospective showgoers. The radio (Philip Morris program) will 
ears ;: q°¢ Ee Y ately re- d CNné er has beer S - nere pew 2 . ~~ . . . , » . 
years and has been completely re radio ban has caused him to install personal at the Empire, N. Y. Gene 


. 5 ; cay ‘tures C allas . rt ‘ganizations that meet thru 
modeled and modernized. Will cater | the Okay Pictures Co. of Dallas. In-| such organizé . ; ‘ ne Rie egy vps hpi ' ; 
to the soldiers, 20c gate for all.; corporators are R. M. Schoot, L. D.| the week, and have_ inspirational phonographs in the foyers of all the Marvey of ‘American Jubilee’ at the 


Richard Carnelison, of the State Horgon and Willard Young. Dallas} talkers and the likes of that H-E theatres in town, each playing N 2. fair, makes a p.a. at the Ford- 
theatre staff, will manage new house. | office of the new combine is under The hotels that house us are so Songs from films to come This ham Friday night (25) and will ap- 
This addition gives Interstate 12/| the management of Schoot. accurately described in your article, week the phonographs are blaring pear Tuesday evening (29) at 
houses here and one Drive-In the- ' nS and the meals and all. that this could | forth tunes from ‘Road to Zanzibar’ Keith's, White Plains. 
atre. acetal alin sce only come from one with a very| (Par) next at the Paramount the Five acts of vaude open tonight 
Van Leer’s Hub District ' Vincent Dunfey, ‘student assistant brilliant mind or who has talked the es, ~ — Bushwick _and Republic, 
Arnold Van Leer leaves Saturday | manager at Loew’s State, assigned to matter over with some of the men The songs are played during the rooklyn, while a vaude bill of the 
(26) for Boston to take charge of the assistant managership at Midland | who hit the spots that you seem to ‘five minutes intermission’ which ame number of turns goes into the 
entire New England territory on ex- theatre, Kansas City, Mo. know about. has gone into effect at all the houses, Greenpoint, Brooklyn, for Friday 
sirens for Paramount. He _ is : What elates me is that a publica- | coming once during each complete | #4 Saturday (25-26). 
being transferred to this larger re- MeGlone Vice Thompson tion like Variety is willing to devote | show. That the folks like the musi« 
gion from the Philadelphia zone ‘ Buffalo. April 22. the space: and throughout the na-|is shown by the crowds that ha 
ic} » h “ . ie com- ames McGlone repltaces reor ge . i ’ . 
isnt — prs erne oy pee eee dy oo Buffalo, the batter tion’s theatres various trade papers | around the phon ograpns during t ‘ NO ST. LOUIS BLUES 
Prior to going with Par, Van Leer joining Bell Aircraft. ee sages =e = coreg? , seoneni period. rhe instrun ent 1 
operated his own public relation Peter Sullivan. son of John Scully, Your _remark about being ma-_ supplied free by a music house, and FOR RKO EXCHANGE 
egency. Buffalo Universal branch manager, rooned in a burg or such cond tions |so are the record So successful 
ia reoptioned by Universal Studio as Highways which we have to fight|is the idea that Frank Newme: ; 
RKO B.O. Drive Set Hollywood ; : thru-the Winter (this only pertains} prexy of Evergreen theatres, pla The St. Louis exchange of RKO 
RKO division managers left yes- Alfred DiBello’s East, East Syra- tg North and South Dakota) are it for state-wide use managed by Ray Nolar the first 
terday (Tues.) for their respective cuse, N. Y.. last week sustained its true to the very letter - ary hy the cc ois | meh “| ™ ‘ 
territories after conferences in New second loss by fire this year. ” “Siheunte Sgutt ae rt re " apeny Ss urane ies ° 
York to discuss the RKO boxoffice Bernard McCarthy, RKO Syra- | Setaanan, Cabs Pict sell all of the current season's (1940- 
drive extending from tomorrow cuse salesman, upped to RKO branch Salesman, Columbia Pictures After Ball Was Over 41) possibilities 100%. 
(Thurs.) to May 28. Ali div opera-| manager at Denver. - ; —_—— | Mary Raymon, Tom Wiiliamson 
tors came in excepting Charles! Harry Berkson and wife (Buffalo | Saas and Len Gruenberg, last-mentioned 
Koerner of Los Angeles. ; Monogram) en route home via auto) Anton Jorgensen, engineer of the Mexico City, April 22 just promoted t' the managership 
While east several new pictures from Mono’s California convention. Hipp, both died in the past fort- F ; pi ot o, the Salt Lake City office, are the 
going on release during the five Officers of Shea’s Service Em-, night: and Mary Mooney, matron at | Excitement attending the visit here po at hon o% Seemed the ¢ hole 
weeks’ drive were screened for the ployees Benevolent Association for | the Hipp, is out with pneumonia. | last week of Hollywood film not- a ee oe eee 
division managers as well as for ali| 1941 chosen at its secend annual; Andover, at Andover, N. Y..| ables lasted much longer than ‘he $$ —__—_ 
house managers in the Greater New | election include George ©. Maurer, | closed. 63 hours they were in town. The , 
York area, Westchester county and | president; Joseph Steiner, v.p.: Frank Further resignations from local | gesture of this hubbub was ; lice James Boys, in Spades 
New Jersey. : Militello. sec.. and George Murphy, | theatre ranks to fill army and other pens ct : -” Ss pom ; ) Angecty 
. —_ — | treasurer. defense requirements include George %¢Partment shakeup. Two high of- . St. Louis, April 22 
Harry Warren Sews Up Town | George Bannon transferred from | Thompson of Shea’s; Walter Loeffler, ficials lost their jobs when news- Lavish doses of the exploits of the 
Lincoln, April 22. | Washington by Schine circuit, re-| Bellevue, Niagara Falls: Harry papers and the Association of Mexi- | James boys, Missouri's top-ranking 
Sale to Central States of Stan: placing Marvin Arnett as booker. Rockowitz, Dipson's Bailey; and can Picture Producers complained to! bandits in the frontier days, were 
Blackburn’s Mainstreet, in Fremont.; Personnel of Shea (Par) organi- | Marvin Arnett. Schine, .. |Gen. Miguel Z. Martinez, chief of | dished out by the St. Louis last 
Neb.. this week brings the town| zation badly depleted by death and| 20th-Fox loses two members of its police of generally ‘rude’ behaviour | week. Double bill consisted of 
sot under. ogee ag ~ the a cae pe ta agement | = = | anche eg Rinna ostne of tines of some of his underlings during the | ‘Jesse James,’ 1939 revival, and ‘The 
rry ‘ s .w s home- | Hipp. returned after a several weeks | Ce . nife of Gienn | ¢. <a pe ; : 
Officed a pon eg pol Bina gy om iy Dorothea Osborn, cashier | Gannon, FBI man at New Orleans. fiesta in honor of the visitors. Return of Frank James,’ Henry 


close alliance with the A. H. Blank/ at the Buffalo, is home following an, Dorothy Ray wedded to Barton; ‘Pot 0 Gold’ preem was a feature | Fonda in both flickers. 
Tri-States-Par partnership. Black-! appendectomy. Esther Burke and! Hulse of Pensacola, Fla. jof the festivities. i) Biz good. 
























rte a 


oe 
= 





ea ine ad ee 


*3 


14 INTERNATIONAL 


ARI 


‘TARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 





British Gov't Groups Pledge Support 


To Film Producers on Draft Problem; ‘sic: cesses sco 


Easing of Personnel Grab Visioned 


+ 
? 





London, April 1. 


Coincidental with first days of} 
spring, outlook for British film in-| 
dustry became optimistic when both 
Board of Trade and Ministry of In-| 
formation announced they would be! 
lined up in Parliament on side of 
homeland picture-makers., Latter) 
took the announcement as providing 
hefty support in their campaign | 
against new draft regulations which, | 
it’s figured, would strangle film pro- | 
duction on this side. 


Hullaballo raised by the industry 
is likely to see some easing up in the 
grab of studio personnel for war 
service. Already Ministry of Labor 
has indicated men will not be im- 
mediately called up, as was feared. | 
They'll register, and ampie time will 
be allowed for review of the cases. 
Such an understanding was not evi- 
dent when report of the new draft 
regulations was first made. 


Angle to be watched, though, 
that major support has been thrown 
on production side of the industry. 
Exhibs have come in for little at- 
tention despite fact it’s considered 
many will have to shutter through 
shortage of booth operators now that | 
femmes are being taken over for | 
munitions. Government has indi-| 
cated there'll be no easing up here. | 


British Exhibs 
Beef to Govt on 


$s 


bee 





G-B Pays Off 


London, April 1. 
Gaumont-British indicates its 
514% cumulative preferred is paying 
out as usual for half-year ending 
March 31. 


Provincial Cinematograph The- 
atres releases word of an ordinary 
divvy of 15%, same as for last year. 
Chain is one of the few to share on 
ordinary stock, a procedure passed 
up by most everyone else due to 
war. In 1938 and 1939, PCT divi- 
dend reached a high of 2212%, It’s 
controlled by G-B,. 


85 OUTLETS FOR 
UA, 20TH IN SO. 
AFRICA 


Invasion of South Africa by the 
combo setup of 20th-Fox and United 
Artists nearly three years ago has 
worked out so well that the two 
American distributors now are as- 











|}sured of about 85 cinema outlets 


there. While this is a small] array 
of theatres compared with about 345 
operated by the Schlessinger inter- 


| ests, these houses are mainly all new 


Lofoten Brushoff 


London, April 1. 

Out of current flareup over gov- 
ernment’s handling of the exclusive 
filming of the Royal Navy’s Lofoten | 
Island raid, it emerges that Gau- | 
mont-British got its extra footage 
by reportedly grabbing off some 
16 mm. stuff shet by one of the serv- 
icemen taking part in the affair. 
Fellow carried his own amateur cine 
outfit along, GB thus being able to 
bolster meagre footage issued by 
government and fashioning its reel 
into a special feature. The other 
majors had to be content with what 
they were given. 

Exhibitor side of the squabble has 
emerged with widespread ban. on 
the Ministry of Information release. 
Odeon, Gaumcnt-British and Asso- | 
ciated British theatre chains have 
refused to book the government 
film, stating it was 10 days behind 
regular newsreel release on the | 
fame subject. MOI’s five-minute 
propaganda films are handed out to 
exhibs gratis. Cinema-owners indi- 
cate they have no intention of be- 
coming part of some setup which 


tends to compete with the major 
newsreelers, 





| 


Harmony previously existing be- 
tween newsreeler and MOI is likely 
to go overboard as result of what 
trade deems a brushoff. Regular 
camera crews are feeling plenty 
miffed at lesser-trained government 
lensers getting the call. 


Archibald Delayed On 
Biz Trip to N. Y. 


ueorge Archibald, United Artists’ 


with latest improvements. 


Construction of theatres, was pro- 
moted by UA and 20th-Fox 
ests by promising local capital in 
principal cities to give the operators 
10-year franchises. Thus the new 
local theatre operator was assured 
of product from two American film 
companies, with 60% of playing time 


alloted to 20th-Fox and 40% to UA. | 


Only other W. S. film company that 
attempted developing its own the- 
atre chain in South Africa is Metro. 


| Company abandoned plans after sev- | 


eral theatre propositions were 
started, winding up with only two 
theatres and numerous favorable 
pacts for releasing its product via 
Schlessinger. Metro now has cine- 
mas only in Johannesburg and Dur- 
ban. It has a lot, purchased os- 


tensibly for a theatre, in Capetown, | 


but work has never been started 


| there. 





TWO PAR THEATRES 


IN BRITAIN BLITZED 





London, April 22. 


Nazi bombers struck two Para- 
mount theatres, now operated by 
Odeon circuit, during heavy raids 


of past week. Theatre at Brixton 


| was badly damaged while only mi- 


nor losses were suffered by the 
|house at Streatham. Both are part 
of Odeon’s Astoria circuit. 

| This is one of few instances where 
American film company properties 
have been damaged by German 
bombers. 





BURGER’S N. Y. VISIT 
Sam Burger, Metro representative 
in the foreign field, is due in N. Y. 
shortly from South America. 
He’s been in Latin-America for 
nearly two years, devoting much of 
his time to contemplated new thea- 


| 


inter- | 


Mex Troupe Subsidized 
By Gov't for ‘Artistry’ 


Mexico City, April 22. 
Further federal aid for the theatre 


ance with the promise President 
Manuel Avila Camacho recently 
made thespians that his government 
will do all possible to assist thes- 
, pians and keep the moribund theatre 
from dying. Subsidy of $7,000 (Mex.) 
| ($1,400 U. S.) granted the company 
| headed by Maria Tesa Montoya, 


Cuba, Mexico, Puerto Rico's Anti-Pix. 





Ideas Belie Any ‘Good Neighborliness 


Havana Grosses Off 





Havana, April 15. 





| junior ace dramatic actress, current 
at the Teatro Fabregas here, is the 
latest contribution. 

| Subsidy, the Ministry of Finance | 
explains, was granted because La | 
Montoya’s company is presenting 
\‘dramatic productions of the highest 
| artistic quality which are advancing 
prestige of the Mexican theatre.’ 


QUAKE LEVELS 8 
MEX THEATRES 


Mexico City, April 22. 

Though amusement places here 
got off comparatively lightly with | 
the rest of the city in the devastating 
series of 29 earthquakes April 15 and 
16, six cinemas and two theatres 
were destroyed in Colima, Jalisco 
and Michoacan _ states, western 
Mexico, which bore the brunt of the 
disaster. As far as can be ascer- 
tained, no member of the amusement 
biz is among the dead or injured. 


All the destroyed amusement 
places will be reconstructed in the 
general rebuilding program of the 
devastated towns. As the most 
| severe shocks occurred in the early 
afternoon, long before the shows | 
| Started, all the amusement places 
were empty. 


| _ 
War Used as Blind By 




















| 





| 


Importers, Says Anglo | 
Exec on Prod. Dearth 





~ ; 
London, April 1. | 
Exhibs clamor around shortage of 
| British product with which to meet 
| their Quota percentage was taken up 
| by Maurice Ostrer, Gainsboro chief, 





| when alleging that major importers 

| were holding out on their end of the 

regulations, He said wartime was 

being used as a cover, and there need 

|never have been any falling off in 

available footage if Quota had been 

| properly taken care of. | 
As means to meeting exhibitor 
complaint, he suggests a sliding scale 

based on percentage defaulted by im- 

porters. With this decided by Board 

of Trade, cinema owners would be 

graded accordingly. 


Exhibs have been pressing for a 
cut from 1742% to 15% in their 
|screening requirements under the 
Quota. 





OJERHOLM IN N. Y. 


Par Exec in London Tells of Void 











John A, Ojerholm, general man- 
ager of Paramount’s Olympic Labora- 
tory near London, arrived in N. Y. | 
last week. He confirmed previous 
reports on how the withdrawal of 
} technical men from British picture 
studios for military duty has crip- 
pled normal production on _ the 
British Isles. Ojerholm said RKO, 
Columbia, 20th-Fox and Warner 
Bros. had films in work when he left 
for U. S. 

The Denham studio is busiest with 
American quota production, he 
stated. Located about 20 miles out-| 
side of London, it has missed being 


joint managing director for England, tre building in Argentina and Brazil. damaged hzavily so far, 


who was slated to attend the UA 
sale~ convention which opens _ in| 
New York next Monday (28) isn’t| 
expected to arrive here in time.| 
Arcnibald has been unable to obtain 
reservations on the clipper. Only | 
slight chance remains that he can'| 
get a seat on the flying boat this 
TI. 

Carlos ..oore, general manager in| 
India for UA, is expected to arrive 
in the United States on Fridaya (25) 
for about two months of home oA 
fice confabs. Foreign department is | 
mot positive, however, that he was) 
able to get the boat he was scheduied | 
to take from Capetown, South Africa. | 
h.-ore hasn’t been in the U. S. al 
three years, 
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65 Filmeries in Mex City 
Mexico City, April 22. 
Active cinemas here have been 
brought in number to 65 with the 
reopening of two of the oldest local 
houses after extensive faceliftings. 


These are the Cines Olimpia and 
Bucareli. 





E. S. Gregg, foreign manager for 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
left New York for the Coast Satur- 
day (19) on the first leg of his re- 
turn journey to the Far East. 


} pounds. 


| Ojerholm, formerly at Par’s studio 


in Astoria, L. IL, is going to Florida 
on a belated honeymoon. He was 
married late in 1939, but had to 
leave shortly after the ceremony for 
London, leaving h:. bride in the U. S. 





Fire Levels Theatre 
Cape Town, March 21, 


The Lyric, Mossel Bay cinema, 
was completely destroyed by fire 
recently. New sound machinery 


;}and projectors had recently been 
installed. 


Damages set at several thousand 


in Film Technicians | 
| 








Cause of fire unknown. 


Havana grosses were pretty much 
off during Holy Week. However, 
Latin pictures, usually in the back 
row, rang the bell. ‘Spring Parade,’ 
saved for some months, hit high 
grosses; 

The following are estimates 


Encanto, ‘I'l] Love You Again’ (M- 
G), $1,500, medium. 

Fausto, ‘I Was an Adventuress’ 
(20th), $1,500, fair. 


Radio-Cine, ‘El Secreto de Moneja’ 
(Argentine), $2,100, good for Latin 
flick. 


Payret, ‘E] Famosa Caballera’ (Ar- 
gentine), $2,000, ditto. 

America, ‘Spring Parade’ (U), $5,- 
evy, Very good, 


5 PICTURES SET 
BY NEW CO. 
INBA. 


Buenos Aires, April 22. 

Baires Films, new Argentine pic 
company, owned by Antonio Botana, 
‘Hearst of South America,’ has an- 
nounced plans for five features. De- 
tails of stars, directors and technical 
assistants caused considerable _ in- 
terest here and throughout South 
America because company has been 
getting ready to open production for 
more than two years and the number 
of false starts led many ‘to predict 
that it would never open at all. 

Features include ‘La Hora de las 
Sorpresas’ (‘Hour of Surprises’), to 
star Rosita Moreno, U. S. Latin- 
American star, and Esteban Serrador. 
Script was written in Hollywood by 
Miss Moreno’s husband, Mel Shauer, 
with Erwin Gelsey and Harry Clark 
and was touched up here by local 
writer Antonio Botta. U. S. tech- 
nician Roy Davidson is also coming 
down for this one. Pic to be directed 
by Daniel Tinare, will also feature 
Roberto Fugazot, Juanita Sujo, Hec- 
tor Mendez, Consuelo Abbad, and 
Marcos Caplan. 

Schedule also includes: ‘Ultimo 
Refugio’ (‘Last Refuge’), drama 
directed and written by Jacques Con- 
stant and adapted by the well-known 
South American author, Pedro E. 
Pico, starring Mecha Ortiz, featuring 
Jorge Rigaud, Pedro Lopez Lagar, 
Irma Cordoba, Ernesto Vilches, and 
Juanita Sujo; ‘Romance en el 900’ 
(‘Romance of the ’90s’), romantic 








comedy with Delia Garces and Este- | 
ban Serrator, to be directed by Luis | 


Slavasky on his return from the 
States, story by Antonio Botta; ‘El 


Suicide se porta Bien’ (‘The Suicide | 


Behaves Himself’), comedy written 


and directed by Jacques Constant, | 


with Esteban Serrador; ‘Viviana’ 
(‘Vivien’), dramatic comedy with 
Mecha Ortiz, Jorge Rigaud, directed 
by Daniel Tinayre, with story by 
Jacques Constant. 

Technical personnel for new studio 
includes Paul Ivano, one-time Holly- 


wood cameraman, as photographic 
director; Roy Davidson, chief of 
special effects; Gregorio Lopez 


Naguil,scenic chief; Marja Van Wur- 
kon, wardrobe chief: Alberto Bisotti, 
laboratory; Raul Orzabel, engineer: 
Luis Ortiz De Guinea, sound head, 
and Francisco Balaguier, musical 
director. 


MEX GOV'T PICKS FOUR 
SITES FOR THEATRES 


Mexico City, April 22. 





Sites for the construction of four | 


theatres, each accommodating 1,000 
customers and equipped with the 
best modern facilities, have been se- 


lected here by the municipal gov- | 


ernment in accordance 
plans to help thespians. 


with its 


section of the city, is to start in May. 
Six other similar theatres are to be 
built this year. 

These houses are to specialize in 
the presentation of folk and other 
vernacular Mexican dramas and 
comedies, 


Work on | 
| these playhouses, each in a populous 


Neely blockbooking and other ad. 
verse picture industry measures are 
coming home to roost for the US. 
film business in Latin-American 


territory even though the original 
proposals were not enacted into law 
in U.S. Cuba already has block- 
booking laws, passed this year, 
Mexico has a proposal modeled after 
the Neely bill, and Puerto Rico 
threatened to pass an anti-block- 
booking measure up until the na- 
tional legislature adjourned iby 
law) on April 15. Adjournment 
eliminates threat of this adverse 
Puerto Rican legislation for the time 
being. 

Principal sore spot just now is in 
Cuba, where all majors are seeking 
relief from the blockbooking stipu- 
lations. The Mexico ‘Neely law’ 
plan is not given much chance of 
passage. 

With these three republic trying 
in one year to pass anti-American 
film business legislation, many for- 
eign managers are commencing to 
wonder if the ‘good neighbor’ policy 
ig not a one-sided affair. Either that 
or they fear the goodwill ballyhoo 
has been overdone to the extent that 
several Latin-American nations have 
obtained an exaggerated idea of 
their own importance. 


American distributor business in 
Cuba represents less than 1‘ of all 
foreign revenue while Mexico is ap- 
proximately 1% of the total. Puerto 
Rico constitutes a minor fraction of 
1%. Bulk of these restrictive meas- 
ures in the foreign field are opposed 
by U.S. distributors because they set 
precedents which are apt to be fol- 
lowed by other nations. 


Film Production 
On Rise in Mex 
After Long Lag 











Mexico City, April 22. 
Picture production here has taken 





a definite upward swing after a long 
slump due mostly to jittery condi- 
tions, uncertainty about the national 
economic and political 


future, lack 


of coin and labor troubles. The new 


government has inspired national 


confidence by what it has done, and 
is doing, to improve general condi- 
been ob- 


tions. More money has 


tained by the picture people and 


labor snags in the industry have 
been smoothed over. 
' 

The studios are at work again, 
almost all on ful] schedule. This 


incipient boom has brought into 
'action the studios here of George 
Stahl, among the oldest in the coun- 
try, which were closed for 18 months 
because of the film depression. 
| Stahl’s studios have been leased by 
| Vicente Orona, director-producer, 
for a series of features he is to make. 
| Orona has started the first of these 
pictures and is to finish late in May. 


} P 

| Mapy Cortes, the Puerto Rico 
|comedienne who has made a hit 
here, is heading the cast, with 


| Arturo de Cordoba, of a comedy un- 
der way at a local studio. 


John Lodge’s 10% Suit 


John Davis Lodge, actor, has filed 
suit against Leo Films, Inc., in N. Y. 
supreme court, seeking an account- 
ing and an inspection of the books 
of the film company. The plaintiff 
j}had an agreement with the Societe 
| Lauer & Co., French film company, 
jto receive 10% of the profits of the 
| picture, ‘Mayerling to 
|French-made pic in 
| starred. 

He claims that Leo is distributing 
the film in the U. S. and wants an 
‘accounting of its profits. 


Lodge, of the old New England 
|family of that name, recently re- 
|turned to the U. S. after acting 


| 





Serajevo,’ 
which he’s 


|in French and British films for 


|some years. He's presently in Lil- 
lian Hellman’s click Broadway 
drama, ‘Watch on the Rhine.’ 





} 
| 
} 
' 
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ZIEGFELD GIRL 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, April 16. 


Metro release of Pandro 8S. Berman pro- 
@uction. Stars James Stewart, Judy Gur- 
land, Hedy Lamarr, Lana Turner; features 
Tony Martin, Jackie Cooper, Ian Hunter 
Charles Winninger, E. E. Horton, Philip 
Dern, Paul Kelly. Directed by Robert Z 
Leonard. Sereenplay by Marguerite RKa,- 
erts and Sonya Levien; original by Wil- 
liam Anthony McGuire; musical nambers 
@irected by Busby Berkeley; camera, Ray 
June musical presentation, Merrill Pye; 
score, Herbert Stothart; direction, Georgie 
Stoll; songs, Roger Edens, Gus Kahn, 
Nacio Herb Brown, others; editor, Blanche 
Sewell Previewed at Four Star April 15, 
°41. Running time, 135 MINS, 


Gilbert Young James Stewart 


Susan Gallagher......cce- ..Judy Garland 
Sandra WNolter......cceeseeees Hedy Lamari 
Sheila Regan... ccccccosseses Lana Turner 
Prank MertoOm..o.ccccescessess Tony Martin 
SOrry ROAR. ss ccccscesccsses Jackie Cooper 
Geoffrey Collig...cccccsesecseses Ian Hunter 
*Pop’ Gallagher......... Charlies Winninger | 
Noble Sage.......+- Edward Everett Horton 
PARE PEOIOE. o csscccssanssesess *hilip Don | 
John SlaytOn, .cccccccssccevscces Paul Kelly 
Patsy Dizon. ..+.ccecdevsrvess ...Eve Arden 
Jimmy Walters..ceocccesees Dan Dailey. Jt 
| PATE TCTT TLIC rir Tk Al Shean 
Mrs Regan . Coeeesresersres Fay Holden 
OS ae eoceccecesecess belix Bres r{ 
Mrs. Merton....... ae doveveouane Rose Hobart | 
Bick Capalini...cccccesee ... Bernard Ne.etl 
Ee; PEGMOM, os ccc0ccoccenese Ed McNamer: 
INT 6 ob 0 0040040090 so eben soos en Mae Bus oh 
ANNIE... cccscece ocdasoeseneens Renie Kiane 
Rg ats-0k bee bee 6 Josephine Wittell 
Native Dancer.....c.e.. ‘ Sergio Orta 
ee ee ee Antonio and Resxrio 


When Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer plans 

a super-filmusical, the studio goes 
‘all out’ in every department to iIn- 
sure maximum boxoffice potentiali- 
ties. ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ conforms to that 
James Stewart, Judy Gar- 


olicy. 
aa Hedy Lamarr and Lana Turner | 


rovide high voltage marquee values 

acked up by a featured group that 
includes Tony Martin, Jackie Cooper, 
Jan Hunter, Charles Winninger, Ed- 
ward Everett Horton and Paul Kelly. 
With its glamour and star-studded 
parade of talent, ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ is a 
cinch for top biz—a holdover aitrac- 
tion for the key spots. 

Several elaborate production num- 
bers out-dazzle the original Ziegfeld 
presentations through expanded op- 
portunities afforded by the screen 
medium, and, Cespite an overlensth 
presentation that runs 135 minutes, 
it’s highly effective. The attempt to 
balance three parallel dramas of the 
lives of three Ziegfeld showsgirls 
makes for continual switching from 
one tale to the other. Interpolation 
of two extended displays of Zieg- 
feldian production sequences, with 
parades of the glorified girls, pre- 
vents smooth unfolding of the piece 
and results in several dull passages. 

Smart casting provides vivid con- 
trast in the Ziegfeld selections for 
his showgirl ensemble. There’s Judy 
Garland, youthful but veteran 
trouper, with showmanship, person- | 
ality and talent; Hedy Lamarr, wife 
of a pecunious musical genius, with 
her striking and reserved beauty: 
and the sexy Lana Turner who suc- 
cumbs to the easiest way for a brief 
fling at luxury. 

Influence of the Ziegfeld ‘glorified 
girl’ tag on each of trio is dramatic- 
ally sketched in the three individual 
stories unreeled. Miss Garland rises 
to headline prominence in the show; | 
Miss Lamarr uses the momentary 

rominence to assist in launching 
on husband’s career as a concert 
violinist; and Miss Turner, after a 
brief excursion into the lap of lux- 
ury, hits the downward path to a 
tragic ending. 

Picture focuses main attention on 
the butterfly experiences of Miss 
Turner, the Brooklyn gal plucked 
from a department store by Ziegfeld. 
Dazzled by her new existence, James 
Stewart is cast opposite her as the 
whtelhorse sweetheart who sticks to 
the end, regardless. 

Judy Garland, as the show-wise 
youngster, carries the sympathetic 
end most capably and delivers het 
vocal assignments in great style 
There’s much human appeal in he: 
love for her trouper-father, Charles 
Winninger, and insistence that he go 
into the Ziegfeld show with his part- 
ner to provide a surprise hit special- 
ty. For this purpose, Winninger 
with Al Shean, re-create the ‘Galla- 
gher and Shean’ routine in the Fol- 
lies. 

Miss Lamarr’s dramatic adventure 
is subordinate to the other two, but 


provides sufficient footage to pre- 
sent her widely-publicized and ac- 


cepted glamour. Tony Martin is the 
tenor of the show, most acceptably 
singing the background numbers for 
the glorified girl parades in the pro- 
duction layouts. Jackie Cooper is 
the young brother of Miss Turner: 
Ian Hunter, the wealthy supplier of 
atter’s luxuries; Edward Everett 
Horton is Zieggy’s press agent, and 
Paul Kelly the dance director. Oth- 
ers in support who click with brief 
appearances include Phillip Dorn, 
Eve Arden, Dan Dailey, Jr.. Felix 
Bressart, Renie Riano and Bernard 
Nedell. 

Three lavish production sequences 
out-Ziegfeld Zieggy in their concen- 
tration on eyeful beauties and spec- 
tacular settings. First, running about 
10 minutes, is introduced early 
in the second reel, displaying expan- 
Sive staircases, shimmering costumes 
and the parade of glorified girls. Sec- 
ond production number details a 
new edition of the ‘Follies’ with a 


marine spectacle and a South Ameri- | 


can sequence in which Judy Garland | 


punches over a comedy number, | 


Minnie from Trinidad,’ by Roger | 


Edens, followed by a fast dance spe- | 
Cialty by Antonio and Rosaric 


Finale includes the Gallagher and | 
routine; further vocals by 


Pde eet | <tc tout ie A RE POS Saale ee 2 eel Sie ES ee ee 


, current 


}ments. 


Miss Garland and Tony Martin; and 
a kaleidoscopic series of production 
excerpts from sundry ‘Follies’ shows. 
Several old songs are utilized briefly, 
including ‘Whispering’ and ‘I’m Al- 
ways Chasing Rainbows.’ New tune 
by Nacio Herb Brown and Gus 
Kahn, ‘You Stepped Out of a Drearr,’ 
has hit potentialities and is plugged 


| consistently throughout by Martin. 


Director Robert Z. Leonard pro- 
vides a most capable directorial job 
in view of the tremendous amount ot 
dramatic and productional material 
included in the script. This marks 


| Pandro Berman’s first production on 


the Metro lot after his 
from RKO. 
tive outlays 


move-over 
It’s one of the top nega- 
of the studio for the 
studio, running § approxi- 
mately $1,900,000 in tota] outlay. The 
expenditure is apparent in every 
foot of unreeling. 

Technical contributions are excel- 
lent throughout. Sound recording 
is of high merit, especially in the 
musical and vocal numbers. Ray 
June provides outstanding photog- 
raphy, which is enhanced by spe- 
cial sepia toning. Walt. 


. 
Washington Melodrama 
(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, April 17. 
release of Edgar Selwyn produc- 
Features Frank Morgan Directed 
Sylvan Simon, Screenplay by Marion 
Parsonnet and Roy Chanslor, based on play 
by IL. du Rocher MacPherson; song, Karl 
' rent; water ballet, Lottie Horner; «xsin0- 
Harold Rosson; editor, Gene Ruggiero. 


Metro 
tion. 


oy &, 


Pieviewed in studio projection room April 
i6, ‘41, Running time, 378 MINS, 

CBlVim ClAYMORE. oo. 0cccicces Frank Morgan 
lvwurie Claymore...........é Ann Rutherford 
SRE  DOONDOs 6 66isaucdesesecis Kent Taylor 
\, hitney King...... weeews ea Dan Dailey, Jr. 
Seeee COO so oc kc-esaccceces Lee Bowman 
Bare, COPMROUD. «is ociccicesscveds Fay Holden 
‘i a | ee Virginia Grey 
MOUS POWER: 05 cc0e sees soeacl Anne Gwynne 
Mrs. Harrigan.................S8ara Haden 
SANS AAP errr ae Olaf Hytten 


Donnelly... 
Ximpson 


TTT Lit tee Teri eee Cliff Clark 
ne LER TEE OEP OCCT ee Hal K. Dawson 
reMutor MOrton...ccccccccces Thurston Hall 
Feil Sampson......, sivas . Joseph Crehan 
Dean Lawford......cccces. Frederick Burton 
Gishop Chatterton........ Howard Hickman 
Pete. OMPOOR, 5 is x0 65000 cs, Virginia Briss 


Aside from injecting topical inter- 
est in the main character’s campaign 
to obtain senatorial appropriations to 


ieed Europe’s_ starving children. 
Washington Melodrama’ rides for- 
muia story lines. Expert perform- 


ances by a well-molded cast headed 
by Frank Morgan, and neatly-paced 
direction by S. Sylvan Simon. lift 


| the picture to good program status 


for strong support in the duals. 
Story involves Morgan, millionaire 
philanthropist pushing for a Senate 
bill for Europe’s destitute, as the vic- 
tim of blackmail. With his wife and 
daughter touring abroad, he strikes 


) Up an innocent companionship with 


a night club chorine, Anne Gwynne. 
its a platonic affair all the way, but 
when the girl is found murdered in 
her apartment shortly after Morgan 
nas made his last visit here. Dan 
Dailey, Jr., an unscrupulous night 
club m.c., launches a blackmail blitz 
against the millionaire. Both the 
police and editor Kent Taylor start 
to unravel the murder, with Tavlor 
‘engaged to Morgan's daughter) 
finally tabbing Morgan as an inti- 
mate of the girl. Story then winds 
‘through usual Suspense until Mor- 
gan is cleared and Dailey pegged as 
the real murderer. . _s 

Morgan races through the picture 
in his usual breezy and personable 
style. Ann Rutherford takes advan- 
tage of acting opportunities seldom 
resent in her Andy Hardy assign- 
Dailey, Jr., shows promise in 
the unsympathetic role of the 
crooked entertainer while Taylor is 
ckay as the editor. Fay Holden, Lee 
Bowman and Virginia Grey handle 
neir respective roles in ec 
tvle. 

Miss Grey and Dailey team up 
the cabaret sequence to sing ‘Fish- 
Ing for Suckers,’ and then neatly 
handle a dual dance routine. Water 
ballet, with 18 girls in the pool, stage 
~everal eyeful patterns and ensem- 
bles. Dailey’s socko of Miss Gwynne 
who is catapulted over a chair, is 
one of the most solid man-hits-girl 
smacks recorded in films. Walt. 


Cowboy and the Blonde 


Hollywood, April 18. 
-Oth Centurv-Fox release of Ralph Diet- 


rich-Walter Morosco production Features 
Mary Beth Hughes, George Montgomer. 
Mirected by Ray McCarey. Screenplay by 
Walter Bullock; original by Walier Bi 


: il- 
lock and William Brent; les 
Clarke: editor Harry 


in studio projec 


camera, Cha 
Reynolds. Pre 
tion room 


ewed 


April 17, °41 


Running time, 68 MINS, 

Crystal Wayne (seenuades Mary Beth Hughes 
Lank CPRSTOEG 4554 bavi George Montgomery 
Phineas Johnson............/ Alan Mowbray 
Don Courtney..... pebbesee Robert Conway 
Bob MOP CTOUNs 55. v0 bbs 0s ine naka John Miljan 
a Se PSStCP ace 6addaS Richard Lane 


Mr, Gregory 
Murphy 


seers 


-~tanar eae COCOSSeCOceces Minerva Urecal 

BOCOr. o cies SC609600 6566055 Fuzzy Knight 
= panel de tte eeeseeeesecs.... George O' Harn 
Maybelle... .ccccccccccee.. Monica Bannister 
Franklyn...... 6080660566 William Halligan 





When and if somebody presents an 
award for the most sophomoric script 
turned out by a major studio for the 
year, ‘The Cowboy and the Blonde’ 


| will be a leading candidate for the 


dubious Oscar. Picture, at best. will 
pick up filler dates in the duals that 
consume maximum amount of prod- 
uct, and may slide by without too 


many yawns from the juvenile audi- 
ences. 


way of presenting a series of bro- 
midic situations that passed out of 


Dumbrille | 


|Gun Sheriff.’ 


| himself, 
| sheriff 


competent | 


ithe studio for screen testing. Al- 
though his tests are n. g., he is re- | 


in 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Ziegfeld Girl’ «M-G). 


Lavish 
musical with Stewart, Garland, 
Lamarr, top b.o. attraction and 


hoidover candidate for key runs. 

‘Washington Melodrama (M-G). 
Breezy performances and direc- 
tion lift trite meller to good 
pregram rating. 

‘The Cowboy and the Bionde’ 
(20th). Sophomorie script drops 
this to filler dual class, 

‘Two-Gun Sheriff’ (Rep.). 
Caught in a scriptual ravine. 

‘Kipps’ (20th-Fox). H. G. Wells 
novel may do biz as film. Brit- 
ish-made sters Diana Wynyard 
and Michaei Regdrave. 








the 
"teens. 
Carey 


cinematic scene in the middle 
Looks like director Ray Mc- 
was handed a ‘must’ assign- 
ment, and told to do the best he 
could with the innocuous material. 
It indicates that McCarey could do 
little in pulling the yarn out of its 
lower groove. 

Mary Beth Hughes is a tempera- 
mental film star who gives the studio 
execs plenty of trouble with her 
periodic outbursts. George Mont- 
gomery, rodeo champ, is plucked by 
a roving talent scout and brought to 


tained as a sobering influence for 
the star on the lot. When he discov- 
ers the purpose of his weekly pay- 


checks he departs for his ranch and | 
;other aid; 
| well done. 


is followed by the blonde for a whirl 
at happiness in the great outdoors. 
Picture has several sharply di- 
rected barbs at motion picture and 
studio practices, but these are over 
the heads of the general audiences. 
Cast struggles ineffeciually to over- 
cceme the static and over-dialoged 
script. Walt, 


TWO GUN SHERIFF 


releuse of Ge 


Republic orge Sherman pro 
juction, directed by Sherman. Stars Don 
Red’ Barry. Screenplay, Bennett Cohen 
nd Doris) Schroeder from original story 
by Cohen; camera, William Nobles; editor, 
lon Martinelli; music, Cy Feuer. Pre- 
viewed in projection raom, N. ¥., April 17, 
41. Running time, 56 MINS, 
rhe Sundown Kid? 

Bruce MecKinoon §........Don ‘Red’ Barry 
tte avabacedstuneseuesses Lynn Merrick 
es MEOL UL CCT CCRT TPCT Ter ere Jay Novello 
Petts 0666000000000 0n000000040 Lupita Tovar 
Mi cdsvhiee cee cas baawneene Milton Kibbee 
KNel.er rT eT ee Fred Kohler, Jr. 
MI CPG «|. <\0:d-0s0e¢en ee Marin Sais | 
BROW RARG. 6 occ ace6ectonseceées Fred Toones , 
ce BE ee ee ae Dirk Thane 
Ds ccbdheceenbhasenesesepeenes Archie. Hall | 
Tex ist wieeeesees Charlies Bob Thomas 
Sheriff Blake...... 7 ..Lee Shumway 


The old gag about two brothers, 
one on each side of the social fence— 
remember? It’s back again. Only 
Republic this time is calling it “Two 
Just a load of blanks. 
Don ‘Red’ Barry plays brother to 

the ‘right’ guy being the 
and the other the outlaw. 
There’s also the mother torn between 
her love for both. A lot of other 
details are familiar. 

Barry is improving as an actor, but 
the rest of the cast isn’t given a fair 
chance by the script. Naka, 


KIPPS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, April 1. 


20th Century-Fox production and release. 
Sturs Diana Wynyard and Michael Red- 
vrave Directed by Carol Reed. screen- 
pl Sidney Gilli from novel by H. G 
Vell era \rth Crabtree, At 20th 
Centu ivat heatre, London. Running 
tim 112 MINS. 
Kipps.. Michael Redgrave 
Helen Walshingham...... Diuna Wynyard 
Chltterlow ..cccccscvccesseocss Arthur Riscoe 
Ann Pornick...ccccccccceses Phyllis Calvert 
Chester Coats. .cccvccsocesscsssaeen S@tian 
Mrs. Walshingham......... ..-Helen Haye 
Ronnie Walshingham...... Michael Wilding 
Shalford... eke eeE ‘ Lloyd Pearson 
PND. 2 545.0604 6%6000dH0« Edward Righs 
PO@ATCE. ...cccccccccecesss Mackenzie Ward 
MUG DIOTKIG. cwvecceese Hermione Baddeley 
Pee BOG. ccveecnnduetéas Betty Ann Davies 
CEPENO . .cccacvncocseevecess Arthur Denton 
OTIS. «ccc ceseseedeconsens Betitv Jardine 
a ADDR. 65066660 6006560 I nk Pettingell 
Mrs. Kinps...rccccecesces Beatrice Varle 
PrOUNK KIPpsS..cccccccess Philip F1 

} BE ABA. ccscccesseves Diana Calderwood 
CAG) PORNO: 6 isscn se cae esse George Carney 


Given buildup as a different pic- 
ture, topline offering from 20th- 
Fox's London studios may do at- 
tractive business. This holds par- 
ticularly for U. S. patrons finding 
something unusual in its material. 

‘Kipps’ has little of ‘he accepted 
film style. Paucity of dramatics and 
action is obvious to point of occa- 
sional ennui; yet, withal, there’s a 
certain piquant freshness in the 


lo tale of ar ultra-plain fella— 
-«+-Robert Emmett Keane | 


ipps. Piece has another hurdle for 
American audiences, use by majority 
of characters of what might be 
called low-class English. Accents 
may be hard to take. 

Set in late Victorian years, the 
H. G. Wells novel is pretty generally 
accepted as desc’ -tive narrative. It 
emerges here as depicted narrative. 


| Any effort to give impetus or sharp- 


|mains sprawled writing. 


;around 90 minutes. 
. | to” work 
Story and script took the easiest | 


ness to the yarn isn’t discernible. 
Sydney Gilliat’s screenplay, while in 
excellent taste and character, re- 
It would 
if whittled to 
There's plenty 
on. Impression sneaks 
through that Carol Reed wasn’t ex- 
actly comfortable in the director 
chore on this type of limp yarn. It 


be all the better 


| went on to 
| ben 


| 
i 


| transferred to them. 


jhas many incidents which, if given 
ltighter, sharpened direction, would 
| have benefited film as a whole. 
Playing throughout is impressive 
in creating the leeches and well- 
wishers who descend on Kipws, an 
illiterate department store clerk, 
when a fat legacy is dropped in his 
lap. The sap—and there’s no other 
word for him—undergoes only par- 
tial metamorphosis as a gent, eventu- 
ally sloughing off the new clique for 
his long-time sweetheart, a servant. 
| Michael Redgrave is so believable 


las the hick that patrons may well 
develop an urge to slap him_ into 
something resembling wakefulness. 


Femme interest will center on Phy!- 
lis Calvert as the peachy domestic; 


she’s rarely done better and rates 
special praise for crisp, sparkling 


display of all that a nice gal should 
be, unloading a mint of charm. Diana 
Wynyard turns in a finely 
performance as the tony milady for 
whom the lower-case Kipps almost 
|sells his heart. An unsympathetic 
role, actress handles it skillfully. 
Among the supporting players Ed- 
ward Rigby, Lloyd Pearson, Peter 
Graves and Betty Ann Davies stand 
out. Max Adrian is smooth as the 
socially-minded lecturer, and Philip 


Frost, playing Kipps as a boy, is 
| Strikingly handsome and will come 
|in for lots of attention. Arthur 
Riscoe, from musical comedy, does 


much for the picture; he has to carry 
the entire light side, but ties up the 


|assignment with surety. 


Edward Black's production under 
the Maurice Ostrer banner counts 


with a view to placing them in the 
service for which they are best fitted, 
but according to the various heads 
of services the system hasn't hit its 
proper stride yet and is not work- 
ing efficiently. An example was the 
arrivel from a southern reception 
center recently at Fort Monmouth, 
Signal Corps headquarters, of a batch 
of about 40 men who couldn't even 
write. 

Bandsmen and stage performers 
who are registered from draft boards 
in Queens, Brooklyn and Long Is- 
land are particylerly wanted at the 
moment. They should communicate 


' with Capt. A. H. Raskin, Morale Of- 


etched | 


ficer, Camp Upton, L. I., where they 
with Capt. A. H. Rankin, Morale Of- 
an eight-man entertainment unit are 
being organized to be kept perma- 


inently at the camp, which is cbout 


for something tastily dressed. Ar- | 


thur Crabtree’s photography is an- 
lighting is particularly 











| Don’t Like Connie | 








‘Seetiives from page Soe 


figured, because she has long been 
noted, as one who never had time 
to answer a question or even to be 
civil. Press needling got so bad 
thet a year or,so back Miss Ben- 
nett took on a press agent to try to 


smooth things some, but it hasn't 


won much in the way of results, 
if the Times’ story is any sample. 
N. Y. daily pointed out that ‘al- 


| though Miss Bennett gave her age as 


33 when obtaining her [marriage] 
license, ‘Who's Who in America’ 
gives the date of her birth as Oct. 22, 
1905.” (So do other reference works, 
which would make her 35). Times 
‘Miss Bennett had 
rnarried three times’ before 
yesterday’s ceremony and not twice 
as she stated.’ It then listed her mar- 
riages, getting in another dagger in 


say: 


| pointing out that the grounds for her 


last divorce (Nov. 19, 1940) from the 
Marquis de la Falaise were ‘de- 
sertion’ after he had ‘returned to 
France to fight for his native land.’ 

United Press story of the 
riage from Yuma, Ariz., which 
ceded the Times’ office-written 
ography of Miss Bennett, also con- 
tained a reference to Roland as the 
actress's ‘longtime Hollywood friend 
and escort.’ 

Michael Mok, now publicity man 
for Billy Rose but then a feeture 
writer on the N. Y. Post, about two 


mar- 
pre- 
bi- 


years ago also performed a news- 
print dissection of Miss Bennett. He 
wrote what the Manhattan scribes 


still look upon as the masterpiece of 
skinning the pants off an_ inter- 
viewee by merely quoting his or her 
answers to questions in word-for- 
word style. 











~ Need Showfolk 


tg ontinued from page 3- : 





phone School. Signal 
Monmouth, N. J. If 
shortly more radio engi- 
neers, who are needed as teachers. 
it is learned the Army may be re- 
quired to hire a number on a Civil 
Service basis. 


Corps, Fort 
draft- doesn’t 
bring in 


Film Technicians 

Film technicians—also no matter 
to what camp they are being sent— 
| should communicate as soon as possi- 
| ble with Col. M. E. Gilleite. Training 
Film Division, U. S. Signal Corps, 
Fort Monmouth, N. J. Likewise, of 
course, they should state all experi- 
ence and qualifications and name the 
/camp to which they are going and 
the approximate date. 

Newspaper photogs, newsreel men 
and anyone with experience in any 
of the various branches not men- 


| tioned above covered by the signal 
| corps 


should 


communicate with 
Brig.-General 


Dawson Olmstead, 


| Commanding Officer, Signal Corps, 
a Monmouth, N, J. 


Thus forewarned, heads of the va- 
rious services «# eble to make ap- 
plication that the men they desire be 
Army, since 
the beginning of conscription, has 


, been carefully interviewing draftees 





69 miles from Manhattan. 








Tax Worry 


Continued from page 7 





Payments to the U. S. in March ag- 
gregated $7,104,956. 
Tax Extent Problematical 

To what extent the picture busi- 
ness and other branches of the 
amusement industry will suffer when 
Congress writes new tax legislation 
in order to provide additional funds 
toward the record-breaking defense 
program is problematical. The 
Treasury head made a number of 
recommendations to the Congress- 
ional chieftains at his huddle Thurs- 
day (17), but there will be a lot of 
give-and-take before the details are 
set. 

Much stiffer corporate 
sonal income levies are inevitable. 
Because Congressmen, even though 
they concede more Treasury income 
is vital, on the whole still think the 
old soak-the-rich theory should be 
given a fling fiirst. General sales 
taxes or payroll levies, mentioned 
with increasing frequency, will be a 
last resort, especially with President 
Roosevelt saying Friday (18) he still 
is not very fond of such moves, 
which he contends reduces national 
purchasing power and brakes busi- 
ness, 


and per- 


Heavier admissions taxes haven't 
been talked about much, though 


there have been various suggestions 


about stiffer and new ‘nuisance’ 
bites. With the 10% boxoffice tap 
on the basis written into law last 
June yielding roughly $5,000,000 


more monthly than when the tax be- 
gan at 4lc, it would not be surpris- 
ing if frantic revenue-hunters de- 
cided to make the levy greater and 
to bring in all ducats. The exact 
amount of Federal income from tak- 
ing in the 20c ticket is unknown, 
but admittedly invitingly large 
grosses are untouched at present. 
The corporate levy is almost bound 
to shoot from 24% to 30°%—perhaps 
higher; rise in the existing 4% nor- 
mal tax. on individual incomes is 
taken for granted, and it may even 
be doubled; the surtaxes on personal 


earnings probably will be upped 
again and the exemptions further 
narrowed; New Deal experts are 


clamoring for revival of the painful 
excess profits grab. 


DOWNTOWN N. Y. NOW 
ADHERES TO SUN. LAW 


Fearing drastic action following a 
Stern warning from Mayor F. H. La 
Guardia and checking of the thea- 
tres, the New York picture houses 
are adhering strictly to the 12 noon 
opening law on Sundays. 


In the downtown zone where they 


have been opening earlier than 12 
right along, even after previous 
warnings, cops as well as church 


members have been keeping tabs to 
see that there were no further viola- 
tions. 


Mayor LaGuardia had managers of 
N. Y. houses down to his office, say- 
ing he would demand severe action 
if the Sunday law wasn’t observed 
strictly. Nabes have seldom ever 
opened before noon. 





Bromfield Completes 50G 
Yarn Bought Unwritten 


Unwritten yarn which Columbia 
last year bought from Louis Brom- 


| field for $50,000 has now been vir- 


tually completed and given a title. 
Story of the Mississippi, it will be 
labeled ‘Wild Is the River.’ 

Col bought the tale from a verbal 
telling by Bromfield. It will be pub- 


, lished as a book before filming. 
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‘HAMILTON WOMAN? 
SETS NEW RECORD 


Establishes Nine-Year Easter 
Holiday Mark by Drawing 
318,986 at Music Hail 

















27,330 ON WEDNESDAY 





‘That Hamilton Woman,’’ cur- 
rently in its third week at the Ra- 
dio City Music Hall, has established 
a nine-year Easter holiday attend- 
ance record for the theatre by play- 
ing to 318,986 persons during its 
first two weeks, it was announced 
yesterday. It was also stated that 
the attendance was larger for the 


second week than during the open- 
ing week. The film, which broke the 
previous Haster mark set in 1939 
was attended by 27,330 persons on 
Wednesday, its fourteenth day. The 
figure represents the biggest single 
day’s business since the opening of 
the picture on April 3. 
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Expect IATSE Will Ultimately | 
Consummate All Coast Labor Deals 


Believed in the trade among at peony in the east last week end 
will remain a month or so. 


PICTURES VARIETY 


FILM BOOKING CHART > Se 
To Represent Disney 








(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VArieTy presents 

a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- | 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 

VARIETY and the running time of prints are includedg 
COPYRIGHT, 1940. BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Meloagrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drame; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VaRiety’s review and running time. 





Hollywood, April 22. 
Walter Spreckeis moves over to 
the Walt Disney plant tomorrow as | 
labor relations counsellor fellowing | 
receipt of word from Washington 
his resignation as regional director formed sources that the International | + heres dh agg et agg 


] for National Labor | 
ieistions tear had been accepted. Alliance of Stage Em- | nothing definite concerning confer- 
| ployees will, in the end, mezke the ences between Casey and George E. 





Theatrical 


He will handle Guild negotiations 
and represent the studio on its APL | deals with studios for Coast locals | Browne, president of the [A, who at 
union move. _ | which have been enjoying local au-| Present is in Chicago and of late has 
| His deal with Disney permits him | but doubted that the! been reported in poor health. He 
| outside clients. may come on while Casey is in New 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—2/28/41 





| tonomy, 





Blondie Goes Latin (Col) 2/19 Cc 7 P. Singleten-A. Lake 
Missing Ten Days (Col) M R. Harrison-K. Verne 
Outlaws of the Panhandle o- 3/28 Ww =359 C. Starrett-F. Robinson | 
Free and Easy (M-G) 3/1 Cc 36 R. Cummings-R. Hussey | 
In Old Colorado (Par) w & W. Boyd-R. Hayden | 
A Man Betrayed (Rep) 2/12 D 82 J. Wayne-F. Dee 

Great Train Robbery (Rep) 3,5 Ww 62 B. Steele-C. Carleton 

Murder Ameng Friends (20th) 3/5 M 67 J. Hubbard-M. Weaver 

Dark Streets of Caire (U) 12/4 M 23 5S. Gurie-R. Byrd 

Shadows on the Stairs (WB) M F. Inesceort-H. Angel 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/7/41 





Lone Wolf Takes a Chance (Col) 3/12 M 72 W. William-J. Storey 
Rage in Heaven (M-G) 3/5 D &83 R.Montgomery-l. Bergman 
Flving Wiid (Mene) 4/16 D 65 L. Gercey-B. Jordan 
Tobacco Road (20th) 2/26 D 91 G. Tierney-C. Grapewin 
Mr. Dynamite (U) 43/12 D 63 L. Nolan-L. Hervey 

Gteat Diectater (UA) 10/16/40 B i247 €. Chaplin-J. Oakie 
Footsteps in the Dark (WB) 3/5 CD %  E. Flynn-B. Marshall 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/14/41 





The Penalty (M-G) 3/12 D 77 UL. Barrymere-E. Arnold 
A Girl, a Guy and a Geb (RKO) 3/5 c¢ # G. Murphy-L. Ball 
Back in the Saddle (Rep) 3/26 Ww #71 &G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Sleepers West (20th) 3/19 D 74 L. Nelan-M. Hughes 
Double Date (U) 3/12 Cc S59 P. Moran-U. Merkel 
Here Comes Happiness (WB) RP S7 E. Norris-M. Coles 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/21/41 
6 
69 





E. Queen’s Penthouse Mystery (Col) 3/12 M R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 


Sign of the Welf (Mene) D G. Bradiey-M. Whalen 

The Lady Eve (Par) 2/26 D © H. Fonda-B. Stanwyck 
Footlight Fever (RKO) 3/26 Cc @ A. Mowbray-D. McBride 

Bury Me Not en the Lene Prairie (U) w J. Brown-F. Knight 

Man Whe Lost Himself (U) 3 26 BD 71 B. Aherne-K. Francis 

Topper Returns (UA) 3/12 c % J. Blondell-R. Young 

The Sea Welf (WB) 3/26 D 9% E. Robinsen-I. Lupine } 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/28/41 




















SAG After Some 


Additional 5006 
For Extras, Ete. 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Screen Actors Guild is demanding 
contract revisions which would 
mean an additional $500,000 annually 
for extras, freelancers and bit play- 
ers. Producers were to take action 
this week on the proposal, although 
negotiations were concluded some 
time ago, with both factions prepar- 
ing an estimate in meantime. 

Plan, if put into effect, would elim- 
inate $8.25 and $11 calls for a $10 
overall bracket. Likely $5.50 calls 
would be limited to 50 extras on any 
one call. 

Producers aiso have under con- 
sideration recommendation to abol- 

















|inkers demand, has been flatly re | 
jected. 


troublous situation will be straight- | York but there is no assurence that 


ened out for some time. Among re- 


ports is one that a half dozen locals | 


have already asked the IATSE to 
take up the negotiating cudgels. 
Meantime, the basic agreement of 
the IA and brother internationals, 
|}sueh as the Musicians and Carpen- 
| ters, is in existence with the studios 
but under it each year there has 
been negotiations for annual wege 


he will. The producers’ labor con- 
tact similarly was east last fall. wait- 
ing for Browne, but got tired and 


| scrammed back to the Coast. 


Bieff Trial June 4 


There is a presumption in the 


, trade thet new negotiations with the 


studios will be deferred, partly due 
to the involved state of affairs among 
the unions themselves and a lack of 


sentative for the Alm Producers, who | 


determination as to policy. Willie 
Bioff, who negotiated the last agree- 
| ment for the IA with the studios, goes 
labor repre-/| to trial June 4 on a U. S. income in- 
vesion indietment and, pending. this, 
he is reported taking no part what- 
ever in the present situation. 

In the interim, negotiations are 
going on between the Screen Writers 
Guild and the producers on the one 
hand and between the SWG and the 
Artists Managers Guild on the other. 
The latest reports were that the SWG 
|and the studios are zt great odds on 
a contract but that the writers and 
the agents may shortly reach an 
agreement on a franchise code. 

The difficulties concerning the 
Cartoonists Guild and the Walt Dis- 
j;ney studio is before the Netional 


scales and working conditions. Hud- 
| dles on another year’s scale and con- 
ditions may come up shortly in New 
York with Pat Casey, 


CARTOONISTS’ STRIKE 
VOTE AGAINST GEO. PAL 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Screen Cartoonists Guild has voted 
to cell a strike at the George Pal stu- 
dios unless a new wage scale is put 
into effect. Pal’s counter-wage pro- 
posal, calling for half of increase the | | 

















North from the Lene Star (Col) w B. Elliett-D. Fay ish Producer-SAG standing commit- Pal releases through Paramount. | Labor Relations Board in Washington 
The Bad Man (M-G) 4/2 w W W. Beery-L. Barrymore tee which cost $36,000 to maintain from which <etion is sought but 
Las Vegas Nights (Par) 3 26 c S P. Regan-B. Wheeler en = at teen, walk to! understood that Casey will not go 
Melody ‘for Three (RKO) 3/5 D 67 J. Hershelt-F. Wray laSt year, exclusive 0 ar | ANOTHER H’WOOD HOUSE | into this situation though going to 
Vivacious Lady (RKO) 5/4/38 “CD WG. Regers-J. Stewart | attorneys for appearing in adjust- | | this or gh going t 
Mr. Distriet Attorney (Rep) 4/2 D 69 D. O’Keefe-F. Rice | ment cases — | Washington. He is planning to visit 
Dead Men Tell (20th) 3/26 M 61 S. Toler-S. Ryan a F More Theatre Building in Other the Capital in connection with the 
Horror Island (U) 4/2 M 61 D. Foran-P. Moran | Truce at Disney Plant | rsa ge wre steer 9% opal Mtge 
Man-Made Monster (U) 3/26 D SY L. Chaney, Jr.-L. Atwill | Walt Disney and the AFL agreed | arts o . S. | Waeeen our bi and its epplice- 
Knockout (WB) D W. Morris-O. Bradna to a temporary truce in the drive to! — tion to the picture industry, on 
ee tui 1 | Ang ri] 22 rhic isi i entarily ex- 
WEEK OF RELEASE—4/4/41 | unionize the studio, following a con- | - Los Angeles, Ap il 2 pss a decision is momentarily ex 
Viet = | ference between company and labor | Bob Whitson bought a site amd or- | pected. 
The ‘Roundup (Par) 3/19 w Ww R. Dix- P. Morison executives. Understood the com- dered cage age of a 750-seat pie- Front-Office Union 
Repent at Leisure (RKO) 4/16 RD 66 K. Taylor-W. Barrie | me i to consider, ture house in Hollywood. While east Casey is looking into 
In Old Cheyenne (Rep) 4,9 W 58 R. Rogers-G. Hayes | pany asked more ae ee a ; >. | the efforts a een iniliene 
Scotland Yard (20th) 4/9 D 68 N. Kelly-H. Wilcoxon | the demands of the various unions. | Fox West Coast took over operz-| the efforts of the American Federa- 
Mutiny im the Arctie (U) M R. Arlen-A. Devine Screen Cartoonists Guild, claiming} tion of the Alto theatre from South-/| tion of Office Employees to organize 
A Shot in the Dark (WB) Cc W. Lundigan-N. Wynn . : 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/11/41 


The Great “Swindle (Col) 








M J. Holt-M. Reynolds } 
Men of Boys Tewn (M-G) 4/9 D 107 =#S. Traty-M. Rooney | 
Break the News (Mone) 1/8 CD 72 M. Chevalier-J. Buchanan 
Road to Zanzibar (Par) 3/12 D & B. Crosby-D. Lamour | 
The Devil and Miss Jones (RKO) 4/9 CD % J. Arthur-C. Coburn 
Sis Hopkins (Rep) 4/9 MU 9% J. Canoeva-B. Crosby } 
Pals of the Pecos (Rep) w B. Steele-B. Livingston 
Two Gun Sheriff (Rev) 4/23 Ww 3 OD. Barry-V. Carroll 
That Night in Rie (20th) 3/12 MU Sv A. Faye-D. Ameche 
The Lady from Cheyenne (U) 4/2 WD * LE. Youngs-R. Preston 
Pot o’ Gold (UA) 4/9 Cc & J. Stewart-P. Geddard } 
The Great Lie (WB) 4/9 D ivf B. Davis-G. Brent 





WEEK OF RELEASE—+4/ 18/41 











Penny (Serenade (Cel) 4/16 92 LL Bunne-©. Grant 
Ww ashingten Melodrama (M-G) 4/23 78 ~=6F. Mergan-A. Rutherford 
Hoosier Schoolboy (Mone) 6 34/37 62 M. Reoney-A. Nagel } 
Tumbledown Raneh in Arizena (Meno) R. Corrigan-J, King 
Border Vigilantes (Par) 4/2 61 W. Beyd-R. Hayden } 


Robbers ef the Range (RKO) 
Rookies on Parade (Rep) 


T. Holt-V. Vale 
B. Creshy-M. Wilsen 


| 
Ride on Vaquere (20th) 4/2 64 C. Remere-M. Hughes 
Flame of New Orleans (U) M. Dietrich-B. Cabot | 
That Uneertain Feeling (UA) 3/19 39) =~M. Oheren-M. Dougias 


Cove.e2E0ko 


Strange Albi (WB) 


A. Kennedy- -J. Perry 


WEEK or ‘RELEASE—4, 25/41 





Under Age (Cel) 





D N. Gray-A. Baxter 
The Big Bess (Cel) D 0. Kruger-G. Dickson 
Ziegfeld Girk (M-G) 4/23 MU 135 J. Gariland-J. Stewart | 
The Invisible Ghest (Mene) M 63 + B. Lugosi-P. Young | 
Roar of the Press (Mone) cD J. Parker-W. Ford 
Power Dive (Par) 4/9 D 6 R. Arien-J. Parker | 
They Met in Argentina (BKO) MU M. O’Hara-G. Raymend } 
Lady From Louisiana (Rep) D J. Wayne-O. Munson 
Inspector Hornleigh Goes to It (20th) M G. Harker-P. Calvert | 
Model Wife (WU) 4/16 cD 78 JF. Blondell-D. Powell 
That Hamilton Weman! (UA) 3/26 D 2&8 V. Leigh-L. Olivier 
Wagons Roll at Night (WB) D H. Bogart- S. Sidney 

WEEK OF RELEASE—5/ 2/41 

They Daze Not Love (Col) D M. Scett-G. Brent 
People vs. Kildare (M-G) D L. Barrymere-L. Ayres 
The Pioneers (Meno) Ww T. Ritter 
F>-ching for the Sun (Par) 49 D 90 =. MeCrea-E. Drew 
Bringing Up Baby (RKO) Cc K. Hepburn-C. Grant 
Singing Hil (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Plack Cat (U) D H. Herbert-G. Sendergaard 
t hieves Fall Out (WB) D E. Albert-J. Leslie 


WEEK OF RELEASE—5 9/41 








Her First Beau (Cel) cB J. Cooper-J. Withers 

Love Crazy (M-G) Cc W. Powell-M. Ley 

House of Mystery (Mono) M K. Kent-J. Kelly | 
Saint’s Vacation (RKO) M G. Sanders 
County Fair (Rep) c Lulu Belle & Scotty 
Great American Broadcast (20th) €D A. Faye-J. Payne 
Affectionately Yours (WB) D M. Oberon-D. Morgan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5 





16/41 





She Knew All the Answers (Col) Cc J. Bennett-F. Tene 

I'll Wait for You (M-G) D M. Hunt-V. Weidiler 
Redhead (Meno) Cc J. Lang-J. Downs 
One Night im Lisbon (Par) Cc M. Carrell-F. MacMurray 
Bring ’Em Back Alive (RKO) 6 22/32 M_ 60 Frank Buck 

Cowboy and the Blonde (20th) 4/23 D 65 M. Hughes-G. Montgomery 
Singapore Woman (WB) D 


B. Marshall-D. Bruce | 
23/41 | 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5. 





Naval Academy (Col) D F. Bartholomew-J. Lydon 
A Woman’s Face (M-G) D J. Crawford-M. Deuglas 
King of the Zombies (Mono) M J. Archer-M. Moreland 
Scattergeed Pulls the Strings (RKO) c G. Kibbee-D. Trout 
Great Commandment (20th) D J. Beal-M. Moscovich 

Too Many Blondes (U) MU R. Vallee-H. Parrish 

The Nurse's Secret (a > D L. Patrick-R. Toomey 


SR LN ee a 


| resented by Gunther 


| which Melinker is 


| others deal with closed shops, 


| delegates. 
| ment 


| to represent a majority of approxi- 


mately 700 empleyees, had as its 
spokesmen, Aubrey Blair, AFL in- 
ternational representative, Herbert 


Sorrell, business 
644, 
for the Cartoonists. 
Lessing, 
pany attorney, and Herbert Lang, 
production manager. Prob!ems will 


| remain in status quo until the next 


meeting this week.  . 

Harold Melinker, chief executive 
assistant at Central Casting Corp., 
resigns Thursday (24) to enter mili- 
tary service. Preliminary shake- 
down is at Fort MacArthur. after 


signed to a special braneh of the 
service, due to his executive and 
legal training. He is a graduate of 
the Yale Law Schoal, took part in 


the Seabury investigation of graft in| 


New York in 1930 and worked a year 
with Metro before joining Central 
Casting. 

Walter Spreckels, regional director 
in Los Angeles for the Nationa] La- 
bor Relations Board, turned in his 
resignation to go into private prac- 
tice as a consultant on labor rela- 
tions. Since his appointment here, 
Spreckels has handled several deli- 
cate situations involving crafts in the 
picture industry. 

Cppese Anti-Laber Bills 

Billy Edwards was 
the Screen Publicists Guild to sit 
in on a general committee being 
organized by studio guilds and un- 
ions to oppose contemplated anti- 
labor bills in Sacramento. Publi- 
cists went on record as opposing five 
proposed statutes, one of which 
would legalize company unions. The 
see- 
ondary boycotts, anti-sabotage bills 
and amendments to the Labor Code. 


Sereen Actors Guild continued to 


appointed by 


| keep the lid down on the admittance 


of new extras. In the last month 
only 13 Class B applications were 
approved. Applicants are now 


| passed upon by a committee consist- 


ing entirely of Class A members. 
Controversy between the Screen 

Writers Guild and Artists Managers 

Guild on a proposed franchise code 


|for agents goes into anether phase 
| Thursday 


(24) with Lester Cole as 
chairman of the SWG committee and 
Bert Allenberg, chief of the AMG 
Proposed licensing agree- 
is similar to the contract be- 
AMG and the Screen Actors 


tween 


pa ae 


representative of, 
the Motion Picture Painters Local} 
and George E. Bodle, attorney | 
Studio was rep- | 
com- | 


likely to be as-| 


| exceed its gross was ‘Nanook of the 


side, Ken Bushy remaining as man- 
ager. 

Charles K. Long, manager of the 
Strand, Pasadena, shifted to the Stu- | 
dio, San Bernardino. 


front-office employees in Albany and 
New York-New Jersey exchanges. 
No grievous trouble is expected since 
the workers involved are all in lower 
| brickets and there appears to be no 
particular disposition on the part of 





| 
Leu Israel’s New Heuse distributors, from accounts, to put up 
Akron, O., April 22. | any stiff resistance. 
Louis Israel. Cleveland exhib.| Drive to organize office workers in 


opened the new Ellet theatre in sub- | exchanges has been under way for 
urbgn Ellet. Joseph Rembrandt man- | about a year, following the negotia- 
aging house. This is the first theatre , tion of a contract covering Univer- 
in Ellet, the entire district hereto- | Sél’s employees at the N. Y. home 
fore being served by east Akron | Office and in the N. Y. exchange. 
houses . After having a conference with Ed- 
ward K. Flaherty of the AFOE, dur- 
ing the past week, Casey is planning 
to go to Albany to look into the situ- 
ation. The claim of the union is that 
it has the Albany .exchanges orgzn- 


Manes Inte Newton Falls, O 
Falls. O., 
Amus. Co., 


Newton 
Manos 


22. 
.; 


April 
Toronto, 





plans 800-seater in Newton Falls, O ized 100%. 
~ | Backroom employees of all of the 
Farb’s New 1,006-Seater | country’s exchanges, taking in ship- 
Houston, April 22. pers, inspectors, rewinders, etc., are 
Albert Farb, Houston operator, | all in the Exchange Workers Union. 
purchased a square block at Mc-/| which is a part of the L[ATSE. The 
Gowen and Chenevert for $36,000) AFOE is affiliated with the Ameri- 


cash as site for new neighborhood 
theatre. Razing of a two-story brick 
residence on the site started imme- 
diately. It will seet 1,000 


can Federation of Lzbor. 





Albany’s Move 
Albany, N. Y., April 22. 
Members of the American Feder- 
ation of Office Employees, AFL, in 
six local exchanges where majorities 
of workers are said to heve signed 
up, anxiously await the outcome of 





Radio Man’s Irish Travel 
Film May Gross $100,000 


‘Here Is Ireland,’ travelog made by conferences between Edward K. 
Pat Stanton, general manager of/| Flaherty, business representative of 
WDAS, Philly, during a vacation | the New York local, and Pat Casey, 
abroad two years ago, is foreseen as! in charge of labor relations for the 
one of the largest non-theatrical ' producers - distributors. Several 
grossers in film history. After in- | months ago Fleherty was authorized 
itial success im halls, schools and|to take whatever action he deemed 
churches, 16 mm. Kodachrome film | necessary to force Warner Bros., Uni- 
is now playing theetres and appears /| versal. RKO. Columbia.- 20th Cen- 


set to gross around $100,000. 
Only non-theatrical pie that will 


| tury-Fox and Republic to sign con- 
tracts recognizing the union as col- 
lective bargaining agency for the 
North,’ made Sy Robert Flaherity for | ofiee workers in the Albany 
the Hudson’s Bay Co. in 1922. re | een and establishing hours as 
grossed around $500, 000. well as salaries. Casey entered the 
Bec | Picture, requesting that action be 

| delayed until he returned from the 





Guild, except for a clause norte Bacay When he did come east, Casey 
for the appointment of a negotiator! went into a canference with Fla- 
to secure bids on story material. | herty. 


Deadline for briefs in labor classi- Card-holding office workers in the 
fications, disputed by film producers | six exchanges mentioned above— 
and certain studio workers, closed| Metro and Paramount have not been 
last Friday (18) and both sides are| organized to date—have been trying 
awaiting final decision from Wash- |for more than a year to obtain a 
ington within a week. Merle D.| | contract. They are said to be pre- 
Vincent. chief of the hearings branch | pared to strike unless they get one. 
who listened to both sides in Los | The backroom employees — shippers 


Angeles, is preparing his recommen-| and inspectors—have been organized 
dations for final consideration by the! in all local exchanges for several 
Wage-Hour Division. i years. 
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THREE MEN HAVE MADE A MASTERPIECE! 


sternok oe" 
Ren sy the . joe we th the Norman with the 








RENE CLAIR'S FIRST AMERICAN PRODUCTION! | 


MARLENE DIETRICH 


7. FLAME 


OF NEW ORLEANS 


A RENE CLAIR PRODUCTION with 


BRUCE CABOT-ROLAND YOUNG 
MISCHA AUER - ANDY DEVINE 


Melville Cooper - Eddie Quillan - Laura Hope Crews + Frank Jenks 


Written by Norman Krasna 
Directed by Produced by 


RENE CLAIR - JOE PASTERNAK 
A UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
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Minn. Anti-Consent Decree Bill 
Now Virtually a Law; Michigan's 
Proposal Also Likely to Be Enacted 


2 Legiters Set 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Gordon Jones, legit actor in the 
Broadway production, ‘My Sister 








Minneapolis, April 22. 

Northwest Allied’s 
decree bill, having previously re- 
ceived the lower house’s approval, 
virtually became a state law yester- 


anti-consent 








day (Monday) with its passage in the | Eileen,’ was signed to a one-picture | 


Minnesota state senate, 60 to 8. It) contract by Paramount. He gets a 
now requires only the governor's | featured spot in ‘Among the Living.’ 
signature, which seems certain of| John Emery, 
forthcoming, to become law. | New York, takes over the heavy role 

Film companies opposing the|in ‘Heaven Can Wait’ at Columbia. 
measure will fight its constitution-| Filming started yesterday (Mon.) 
ality in the courts and seek a re- ie Alexander Hall directing. 


straining order. Some distributors 
may refuse to service Minnesota ac- | 
counts if enforcement of the law is | Ca * 
Banko, Sings, 
Pinballs Socked 
By Cleve. Probe 


not restrained. 
The Minnesota bill contravenes 
the consent decree’s groups-of-five 
selling plan, requiring companies to 
offer an entire season’s product for 
sale the same as at present. It also 
forces distributors to grant a mini- 
mum of 20% cancellation and to re- 
frain from forced selling of any 
motion pictures. 
It has been announced that the 
film companies opposing it would 
Cleveland, April 22. 
Exhibs’ complaints about wide- 
open gambling conditions in this ter- 
ritory, which started official investi- 
gations, resulted in nearly 50 indict- 
ments issued by the Geauga County 
grand jury in the last fortnight. 
Turning its attention to bank 
nights, the jury indicted L. M. Smith, 
manager of the Geauga in Chardon, 
O., largest cinema in the county. It’s 
first case of its kind to come up in 


fight its constitutionality in the 
the immediate vicinity of Cleveland, 


courts, carrying the battle, if neces- 
sary, to the U. S. Supreme Court. 

and test decision against Smith may 
affect about 35 theatres running 


An effort also will be made to ob- 
banko in that section. 


tain a temporary injunction, re- 
Jury also closed the Arrow Club, 











straining its enforcement pending 
the settlement of the constitution- 
ality question. Northwest Allied 
leaders are confident that such a re- 
straining order can be blocked, but 
if it should be granted the consent 
decree provisions would obtain until 
the law’s validity is finally deter- 
mined, 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, insists that if the law goes into 
effect his company positively will 
not service any accounts in Minne- 
sota, other than that of the Minne- 
sota Amus. Co. (Paramount), which 
has a long-term franchise. He pre- 
dicts other companies also will fol- 
low suit. It is impractical and would 
prove too costly for the distributors 
to set up a separate and different 
selling system just for this one state, 
he points out. The other companies 
which opposed the bill at the legis- 
lature’s public hearings were United 
Artists, Metro and Warners. There 
also was the last-minute opposition 
from PTA and women’s club lead- 
ers, 


more happy by issuing 40 indict- 
ments against operaters of slot ma- 
chines. Cleveland gendarmes are ex- 
tending the cleanup campaign in 
amusements by making pinball ma- 
chines taboo. Nearly 12,000 of them 
were yanked out by 4,000 owners 
who organized the Cleveland Amuse- 
ment Mechine Operators Association 


Eiconin was named their representa- 
tive and $25,000 was raised for a 
war-chest to carry on court battle 
against confiscation of pin machines. 





Mich. Set to Go Through 
Detroit, April 22. 
Seemingly at first just a_ self- 


| MORE SETTLEMENTS 








| Indies in Rochester, Minneapolis and 
Detroit Make Peace 





During the past week two cases 
against major companies readied by 
independent exhibitors for presen- 
tation to arbitration tribunals have 
been settled between the com- 


cerned. While the American Arbi- 

| tration Assn. has been notified of 
the settlements, in neither case did 
the complaining exhibs give details 
| of the terms of surrender. 


| In the case of the Sun, Rochester, 


legit player from | 


gambling casino, and made exhibitors | 


| against 


which beefed about unfair clearance 
Warner Bros., 20th-Fox, 
Paramount and Metro, the operator 
of the theatre stated that there had 
been a settlement and that a trial 
would be attempted under the com- 
promise made. 

The other settlement was reached 
by the Gaiety, Minneapolis, and 20th- 
Fox, on a complaint which de- 
manded some run from the distrib. 
In both cases there was withdrawal 
before hearing. 





Majors Settle With Indie 


Detroit, April 22. 

Reported that all of the distribut- 
ors involved in the case brought by 
the Uptown against United Detroit 
Theatres ‘(Paramount subsidiary) 
have agreed to give films to this in- 
dependent theatre day-and-date with 
the Royal, suburban house opened 
by Paramount shortly after the first 
of the year. 

Settlement was reached during the 

past week while Judge Henry G. 
Nicol of the U. S. District court was 
studying the final briefs submitted 
in the case. Understood that the 
terms of the settlement were not in- 
dicated to the court but that the 
Montcalm Theatres Corp., operator 
of the Uptown, was satisfied with the 
stipulation and asked that the case 
, be withdrawn. 
The operators of the Uptown 
| brought suit to compel five distribut- 
| ors whose product it had licensed to 
deliver the pictures ahead of the 
; Royal. They were Warner Bros., 
| Universal, United Artists, Columbia 
and Paramount, 

When the Par took over the Royal, 
construction of which was started by 
| independents, the distribs concerned 
gave the Royal a preferential run. 
Contention of the Uptown was that 
it had a right to get the films ahead 
| of the newly-opened house. 








Reward? 
Buffalo, April 22. 
Two weeks after the hearing of 
| his claim and demand in arbitration 
that his Genesee theatre at Mt. 





to combat the bluenose edict. Harry | Morris be allowed ‘some run’ of pic- 


| tures (first case before the Buffalo 
| Arbitration Board), Richard DeTota, 
proprietor, was inducted into the 
1. S. Army. 








starter proposal, Michigan’s Snow 
bill, which would wipe out the 
lock-of-five provisions of the con- 
sent decree, has started to gather 
plenty of momentum and seems cer- 
tain of passage within apother two 
weeks. Weighty endorsements have 
poured in on the House Committee 


L.A. Arbitration Assn., Inactive Since | 
Feb. Start, Gets 2 Beefs 10 Mins. Apart 





in Lansing and the report is strong 
the committee will send it to the 
legislature with strong recommen- 
dation, paramount to passage. 
Co-Operative Theatres of Michi- 
gan hes thrown its full weight be- 
hind the bill which also is receiving 
the endorsement of numerous civic 
and church groups as, well as out- 
state exhibitors. | wood and the Alhambra-San Gabriel 
In passing a resolution calling for | districts. 
the bill’s enactment, Co-ops directors| First complainants were George 
urged that its provisions would give | Bromley and Alex Bounce, on be- 
the state’s exhibitors more assurance | half of their Campus theatre in 
of a steady flow of product then the | Hollywood, asking for a more reason- 
consent decree permits. |able clearance than is presently of- 
Belief hes grown strong here that | fered by the Sunset, Clinton and 
the bill, started inauspiciously, has | Hunley’s theatres in the same Holly- 
plenty of secret backing which now wood zone, Indie complainants 
is coming to the front to push it| 
over. Amount of its support and | 
varied places from which it comes | 
seems indicative of a united effort to| further charge that although the 
secure its passage. Thus far, no| Sunset, particularly, is in the same 
strong opposition has appeared be- | Z0n€ as is the Campus, it is not a 
cause of the casuelness with which it | C°MPetitive theatre. 
was introduced. | Defendants named are Paramount. 


| Loew’s, RKO, Vitagraph and 20th. 
M 0° 357 p : Gj p | Second complaint, filed by O. W. 
“Ws rints of Gir 
As Blue-Orange Tinter 


|Lewis, who operates the Mission 
| Playhouse in San Gabriel, a suburb, 
|seeks an award compelling various 

Hollywood, April 22. 
Metro laboratory has been ordered 
to turn out 357 sepia prints of ‘Zieg- 


, major distribs to set up a new clear- 
jance schedule for _ that 

feld Girl,’ the largest number of tint- 

ers in the past tw 


Los Angeles, April 22. 


here were opened last Feb. 1, Ameri- 
can Arbitration Association late last 


of each other, two exhibitor com- 
plaints protesting against clearance 
and picture availability in Holly- 





vents them from increasing their ad- 








| Specifically it requests that pictures 

be licensed for Alhambra seven days 
_ after Pasadena first run closing, and 
| that all pictures be made available 
|for theatres in San Gabriel and 
o years at Culver| Monterey Park 28 days after Pasa- 


City. la ; 
ena first run closing at 25c. It fur- 
Order calls for a special ‘blue- | th i 
A . s n1ue- er asks that fil be avail: 
Orange’ combination developed by | a ms available to 


; the Rosemead, Garvey and Temple 
J. M. Nickolaus, Metro lab chief. \theatres seven days after San 


After being inactive since offices | 


week received, within 10 minutes | 


contend that present clearance pre- | 


mission price from 15c. to 20c., and | 


| Gabriel first run closing at 25c., and 
21 days after first run closing at 20c. 
in San Gabriel. 

Theatres involved in this com- 
plaint are Lewis’ Mission Playhouse; 
the El Rey, Alhambra, Granada and 
Garfield in Alhambra; Monterey in 
Monterey Park; Rosemead at Rose- 
|mead; Garvey in Wilmar; Temple, 
| Temple City, and the J. W. Edwards 
| Theatrical Circuit of Alhambra. 





AAA, through Secretary Walter H. | 


Elliott, will set both complaints for 
| hearing within 30 days. 
St. Louis’ First Hearing 
St. Louis, April 22. 

The beef of Shirley Theatre Corp., 
owner-operator of the Rialto, Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., against RKO be- 
cause of ‘unfair’ clearance to the 
| Broadway and Orpheum, houses of 
| the Fox-Midwest Agency Corp., will 
| be heard by the local Arbitration 
May 1. The hearing was skedded for 
Thursday (17) but was set back 
| when Fox Cape Theatre Corp. inter- 
| vened as the real operators of the 


| Broadway and Orpheum which the 


| 


| 


area. | 





complainant alleges is owned by the 
Fox-Midwest Agency. This is the 
only case pending before the local 
tribunal. 





Majers Upheld 
Philadelphia, April 22. 
First decision handed down by the 

Philly arbitration office today on 
clearance claims of the Florence the- 
atre in Florence, N. J., completely 
upheld all the majors. The Fox, 
Burlington, was the complained of 
house. 


Growth of Great Neck, L. L, Creates 


Need for More Cinemas—That’s One 
Indie's Argument on Clearance Gripe 





Autos, Not Amus., Benefit 


Seattle, April 22. 
All of the extra dough being paid 
to labor in defense industries here 
seems to be going for automobiles, 





of niteries and dance halls. There 
has been no corresponding increase 
in the amusement business in eny 
line although payrolls have risen tre- 
mendously. 

Automobile dealers report best 
sales ever, topping peak years of 
1928 and ’29. 


Can Consent 
Solve Milking 
- Films Habit? 


Minneapolis, April 22. 

Northwest Allied leaders here are 
studying the consent decree to de- 
termine if any relief is obtainable 
under arbitration for alleged ‘milk- 
ing’ of pictures in the loop first-runs 
to the detriment of independent 
neighborhood exhibitors. 

A ‘test case’ before the arbitra- 
tion board is now being planned, but 
its filing awaits advice from several 
lawyers now engaged 
various consent decree provisions. 

An orgy of holdovers in the local 
loop during the past several months 
has the independent neighborhood 
exhibitors up in arms. They’re par- 
ttcularly infuriated with Universal 
because ‘Buck Privates’ is in its sixth 
week downtown. However, in this 
instance, they concede that business 


has warranted the run. Just the 
same, they point out, it ‘milks’ the 
picture and makes it much less valu- 
able for them, defers its availability 
for them far beyond a normal period 
and helps to make for a neighbor- 
hood product shortage by jamming 
the first-run schedule, 

Some of the independent neigh- 
borhood exhibitors here have Uni- 
versal contracts providing that the 
|maximum cost of pictures playing 
the Aster downtown should be $10. 
Now ‘Buck Privates’ has moved 
from the Gopher to the Aster, ordi- 
narily a double feature house scaled 
at 15c to 5 p.m. and 28c thereafter, 
for an extension of its first-run. 
though the Aster is playing it singly 
| with its admission scale boosted to 
| 28c all day, the same as the Gopher, 
| some of these independents are de- 











| cClaring they'll insist on getting the | 
They point out that | 


\film for $10. 
|there is nothing in their contracts 
specifying that the $19 pictures must 
| be parts of dual bills at 15c and 28c 
admission, the theatre itself being 


the only factor mentioned in the 
| agreements. 

The holdover epidemic has been in 
evidence for the past several months, 
| particularly, with two to three every 
| week and currently four as against 
lonly three new first-runs. By lim- 
liting the number of new first-runs 


in this manner, the epidemic threat- 

; ens to cause a shortage product for 
|the independent neighborhood situ- 
| ations later in the year, the exhibi- 
tors say. What irks them especially 
|is the fact that in a number of in- 
stances lately, according to their 
claims, grosses haven't justified the 
holdovers which, however, probably 
were necessitated by the terms of 
the contract. 








Voteur Loses Vs. Col. 


Ferdinand Voteur, author, lost a 
$250,000 N.Y. supreme court action 
against Columbia Pictures when 
Justice Aaron J. Levy dismissed the 
suit. Voteur claimed plagiarism of 


his play, ‘Resurrection Morning,’ in 
‘The Man Who Lived. 


Columbia’s 
Twice,’ 





'after trial, 
plagiarism. 


finding no evidence of 


according to theatre men, operators | 


in analyzing | 


Al- | 


Justice Levy dismissed the case | 


—> 


What may become a new approach 
/on clearance cases under the con- 
jsent decree, furnishing a new kind 
|of argument far independent exhibi- 
tors who are invading new terri- 
| tories or towns, is the local com- 
/munity angle and community needs 
so far as film theatres are concerned. 
| This unique point is being raised by 
the operator of the Squire, Great 
Neck, L. IL, whose argument is that 
the town has grown in size and has 
need for and additional theatre but 
that if the present unfair clearance 
continues he will have to close down, 
thereby depriving the community of 
its film requirements. 

The Squire, operated by Herbert 
Scheftel, was opened only this past 
Jan. 15 but has been unable to get 
pictures until 30 days after they 
have played the Playhouse, Great 
Neck, which is owned by the eastern 
Skouras chain. Scheftel’s conten- 
tion is that Great Neck, once a small 
community, now has expanced to 
the point where more than the Play- 
house is needed to. service it 
properly, but that if a 30-day clear- 
ance is maintained he cannot render 
that service because ‘the clearance 
status makes it impossible for him 
to operate his movie house profit- 
ably.’ 

Two hearings on the matter have 
been held and another was scheduled 
yesterday (Tues.) with probability 
that additional sessions will be re- 
quired because of the community 
arguments raised, together with 
what is understood to be a complete 
resume of the whole clearance situa- 
‘tion in films. George A. Spiegelberg, 
attorney and associate professor of 
law at New York University, is sit- 
ting on the case as arbitrator. 

Three other hearings are set for 
New York. An unusual clearance 
dispute figures in the hearing for 
Wednesday (30) involving the 
'Cameo, Jersey City, an independ- 
ent, and two other indie theatres in 
that city, Apollo and Orient. Cameo, 
seating 1,450, claims that the other 
two houses have earlier availability 
although each seat only 500 persons, 
Complaint recites that this is ob- 
, viously unfair because of the differ- 
ence in capacities. 

On Tuesday (29) there will be 
hearing on the complaint filed by 
the Forum, Metuchen, N. J., an indie, 
which claims that unfair clearance is 
being granted to the Oxford and 
Strand at Plainfield, N. J., operated 
by Walter Reade. Clearance is not 
stated. 

Hearing today (Wed.) has been set 
jfor the Central, Pearl River, N. Y., 
which seeks seven days clearance or 











day-and-date with the Rockland, 
Nyack, which now has clearance 
over it. 

| Only new case brought in New 


York during the past two weeks in- 
volves the Majestic, Paterson, N. J., 
and the State in that town, a Brandt 
Bros. house. Majestic accuses Para- 
mount, Metro, Warners, 20th-Fox 
,and RKO of granting unfair clear- 
ance of seven days against it. Wanted 
is a day-and-date arrangement. 








TO EXAMINE HAYSITES 
IN ANTI-TRUST SUIT 


Officers and directors of the Mo- 





tion Picture Producers & Distribu- 
tors of America, Inc., will be ex- 
amined before trial in connection 
with a triple damage anti-trust suit 
brought by Hillside Amus. Co., op- 
erators of the Hillside theatre, New 


Jersey, against the major film com- 
panies and the Hays office. Federal 
Judge John C. Knox approved the 
examination. No date has been set 
for the examination. 

Hillside, in almost the same type 
'of complaint as was filed by the 
_U. S. Government in its original 
{monopoly suit against the majors, 
charges its theatre was relegated to 
|an inferior position by acts of the 
| defendants, and seeks triple dam- 
‘ages of $900,000. 

The reason for the examination, 
according to plaintiff's attorney, Nor- 
man H. Samuelson, is that he pos- 
sesses personal. knowledge of at- 
tempts on the part of officers of the 
MPPDA to ‘block remedial legisla- 
tion’ that would have removed the 
various restraints imposed on_ in- 
dependents by the majors. These 
attempts were made in Congress and 
jin state legislatures, plaintiff claims. 
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IRENE DUNNE-CARY GRANT | 
Pay A Tribute To : _ LOR ETTA YOUNG 
GEORGE STEVENS _ to 
mune rouse rammims of | IRENE DUNNE. CARY Gay 


George Stevens’ superb direction of "Penny 


: | e “P 
a Serenade," we wish to express the supreme ENNY SERENADE" ie a 
: ; aa : great : 
pleasure we feel in having had a part in Motion Picture. 7 


bringing it to the screen If you like pic- was fascinated by its st 
Story 


tures we've appeared in before, you should 


and b 

ere Y your Performances ‘ 
, a enjoy "Penny Serenade" enormously. We both M nee 
ee a _ png 


feel it’s a very, very great picture. 


fine artists. 
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“PENNY SERENADE" is a once-in- 
"PENNY SERENADE" is 


a—~lifetime picture and your 
a fine picture. You | performances in it will long be 


were both superb in remembered...Rarely does a 


picture afford me the opportunity 
it. This is a picture 


for the hearty laughter and the 


everyone must see 
y tears that I experienced while 


= _ — _ Rs SVs ie 
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Newsreels in the Middle Today 


Of Peculiar 


Army-Navy Rules 





Spread of military censorship on 
American newsreels has increased so 
much in the last two months that 
newsreels now are envisioning the 
censoring of newsreel content that 
extends even beyond strictly military 
secrets. Even though the U. S. is not 
at war, several newsreels have noted 
expansion of control by Navy 
authorities that has gone almost into 
the realm of propaganda, in that 
nothing unfavorable to that branch 
of the service may be used. 

Along with the expansion of this 
censoring scope, newsreel executives 


have been confronted with conflict- 
ing rules and regulations from many 
different authorities, some of which 








are regarded as silly, others useless 
and still others as expensive to the 
producer. Batch of regulations is 
constantly growing with newsreel 
boys annoyed because unable to se- 
cure any outright clarification of 
rules. 


| 


Some will admit, sotto voce, | 


that it amounts to strict censorship! Military service. The newsreels are | 


while others regard it as mild, ‘vole | 
untary’ censoring of the reels. What-| 
ever it is, most of them claim it is 
badly muddled and does not help the | 
newsreels much in putting across the | 
nation’s defense preparations mes- 
sage to the public. Recent estimate 
revealed that one-sixth of all news- 
reel subjects recently were related to 
national defense. 


Too Many Bodies 
Difficulty today is too many agen- | 
cies, each vieing for a share of the | 
glory in the defense program, ac-| 
cording tc one story current. Army, | 





ment establishments, facilities of 
both the Army and Navy for censor- 
ing are not rated particularly good. 
All Navy stories must be shipped to 
New York, whether taken in the 
South or on the Coast. Then after 
going through Naval inspection, they 
must be shipped back again even 
though regarded strictly as a local 
story and not intended for national 
release. The Army is reported simi- 
larly inadequately prepared, requir- 
ing the newsreels to ship clips to 
Washington for a once-over. This is 
done despite the fact that it is well 
known “that no military story is 
photographed without a service man 
on hand. 


Army Vs. Navy Again 


The Army censors things from 
one viewpoint; the Navy from an- 
other, the newsreelers aver. The 
newsreels admit they have 
handed reams of regulations but no 
clear-cut clarification of many of 
them has been made. 
ticularly slipshod bit of drilling 
might be rated as ‘offensive’ to the 


told that it is ‘patriotic’ to eliminate 
the sequence. They also are in- 
formed they have a right to use it 
but it would be better and more 
patriotic if it were eliminated. This 
vague sort of censoring is particu- 
larly irksome. 


Most newsreels will admit that the 
Army leans over backwards to co- 
operate, even inviting honest criti- 
cism. The Army officials seldom 
squawk, and generally stick to 
strictly the military angle when ask- 
ing deletions. 


With the Navy, it is a different 


Crime and Punishment 

Several kids from the Hell's 
Kitchen area climbed up to the 
roof of a Broadway picture 
house recently via the fire- 
escapes. Apprehended by the 
cops and hustled to the front of 
the house, the irate house man- 
ager growled: 

‘What shall we do with these 
young punks; lock ’em up? 

‘Make ’em sit through the tur- 
key we've got this week,’ sug- 
gested his assistant. ‘I can't 
think of a worse sentence.’ 


Now Segali Makes 
Similar Charges 
Vs. His Pard, Pizor 


Philadlphia, April 22. 
Lewen Pizor, president of the 














been | 


Thus, a par-| 


United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of Eastern Pennsylvania and 
locally prominent indie exhib, who 
charged his partner, Charles Segall, 
with fraud two weeks ago in a Suit, 
| last Wednesday (16) found himself 
| the defendant in a similar action. 


} 


| The suit was filed by Segall in 
/Common Pleas Court. Segall, who 
| is chairman of the board of UPMTO, 
asked the Courts to force Pizor to 
| make an accounting of ‘damage and 
unjust enrichment’ at his (Segall’s) 
expense, and also asked the Court to 


business. 


Segall and Pizor, known as the 
‘Damon and Pythias’ of Philly film 
biz, entered into partnership in 1937. 
The firm names were Eastern Thea- 
| tres, Inc., and Boro Theatres, Inc. 





|Each partner invested $56,448. The) 


| partnership operated the Ace and 
| Tioga, which were purchased, the 
| Chelten, which was built, and the 
| Apollo, which was leased from 


Navy, Council for National Defense, | Story, the newsreel boys claim. Per- | Segall, who owned the property. 


the Shipping Board and the News-| mission must be obtained to photo- | 
reel] Committee Cooperating on Na-| graph any part of the naval per-| 
tional Défense all have their ideas,| sonnel, even down to the gum- | 
and most of them have grabbed off| chewing gob. Navy also says that} 


Among the allegations 
Segall against Pizor were: 


1. He embarked upon a course of 


made by 


appoint a receiver to liquidate the | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


RKO office in Pittsburgh last week got a request from Retail Merchants 
Association in that city for a special screening of ‘Devil and Miss Jones,’ 
and request was forwarded to home office but no action was taken on it, 
In meantime, picture opens at Penn theatre there Friday (25). Film was 
sneak-previewed in Pitt few weeks ago and when word reached RMA, 
powerful department store group in Smoky City, that plot revolved around 
union organization in dept. store and how it’s done, mercantile biggies are 
said to have gotten plenty upset and sent their head, Wilmer Jacoby, to 
RKO to see if something couldn’t be done. Jacoby is former publisher of 
Hearst’s Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph. 








Heavy production schedules at RKO have resulted in a nationwide ap- 
peal to the branch managers to put the soft pedal on letters of introduc- 
tion to the sttidio. It is all right in slack times, according to Ned Depinet, 
v.p., in charge of distribution, in a letter to boys in the field, but it costs 
a lot of dough when the townies from back home crowd into the studio 
as onlookers on busy days. 

Branch managers have been asked to lay off casual tourists and confine 
their recommendations to important exhibs or newspaper writers. 





Orson Welles has indulged himself in a sly bit of whimsy in ‘Native Son,’ 
Broadway legiter which he produced and directed, to tie up with his firm, 
‘Citizen Kane.’ It won't mean much, however, except to the initiated. 

In ‘Son's’ opening scene, a Negro slum bedroom, a sled stands against 
the wall and on it is painted the word ‘Rosebud.’ It is this same word, 
also the name on a kid’s sled, which is used to tie together the episodes 
| and becomes the motivating force of ‘Citizen Kane.’ 


Jukeboxes continue to appeal to studios as potential film material. Para- 
mount became the latest to register a title based on the coin-in-the- 
| slotters and lines up behind Universal and 20th-Fox. Par’s entry is ‘Juke 
Box Johnny.’ U owns ‘Juke Box Jenny,’ ‘Juke Box Hits of 1941’ and 
‘Juke Box Parade of 1941.’ Fox's dark horse is ‘Juke Box War.’ 





Newsreels were barred from the hall when Charles A. Lindbergh spoke 
last week in Chicago for the America First Committee. Press relations 
division for the committee tipped the newsreel execs early that Lindbergh 
did not want the motion picture cameramen around, with the order that 
no reels would be admitted going out subsequently. 





The U. S. Government has been granted leave to wait until June 18 to 
file an answer in N. Y. Federal court to a suit against it for the return 
of paid income taxes by Paramount Pictures, Inc, Paramount seeks $69,600, 
based on return of capital on taxes paid by the Paramount International 
Corp., Paramount Pictures Distributing Corp, and Parager Corp. in 1937, 





Donald Flamm, ex-owner of WMCA, New York, who has been variously 
reported going into legit production with the Shuberts, has been in confab 
with Boris Morros. Latter, an idie film producer, wants him as bankroll 
for an indie pic. 


JOELSON’S $600,000 PAR PAYS $25,000 





civilian advisors to help. This leaves 
Francis S. Harmon, Coordinator for 
the Motion Picture Committee Co-| 
operating for National Defense, in a 
precarious position since he must 
keep everybody happy. Problem of 
using the facilities of the film indus- 
try in helping the Government is left 
to him to coordinate and squelch 
some of the foolish ideas submitted. 

Aside from the peculiarities of 





censorship held by different Govern- 


the newsreels can’t release pictures | 2¢tivity detrimental and harmful to 
the interests of the partnership.’ 


of wreckgy of any sort, this extending | 
now to any airplane mishap involv- | 2. He committed ‘fraudulent acts’ 
ing the Navy, claiming the right to| Which benefited himself and 
censor such crashes. Where the mili-| damaged the partnership. 

tary secret angle comes in the news- | 3. He attempted to fire Segall’s son, 
reels do not comprehend. | Louis, ‘without cause or justification,’ 

The ‘mustn’t touch’ attitude of] as supervisor of the theatres. 

— a - gg eagp! is de- | 4. He refused to sign checks for 
veloped on the angle, the newsreels | +}, 7 
belleve, that it is unpatriotic foday| ines seine ee, ‘Somall en- 


to criticize Navy mistakes, $50,000 for back rents.) 





} 





5. On two occasions Pizor told 





managers of the theatres not to de- 





ee om 





New York Theatres 


posit their money but to hold it 
themselves, 


eongaos senceennertpeneeeren 


rn 
OORARNRODO DEDEDL LANE V EU DNORNOR RENE 


moved equipment valued at $1,500 





from partnership property and used 





Starts Thursday 
The Thrili You've 


Been Waiting For gresawas @ Stet Street 


James STEWART @ Hedy LAMARR 
judy GARLAND @ Lana TURNER 


“ZIEGFELD GIRL” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





Starts Thur., Apr. 24 


Lewis Mickey 
STONE @ ROONEY 


‘ANDY HARDY’S 
PRIVATE 
SECRETARY” 
In Person 
ED SULLIVAN and 
“CRAZY WITH 
THE HEAT” Show 


Last Times Wed. 
Barbara STANWYCK | 
Henry FONDA 
“LADY. EVE” 


In Person 
Clyde MeCOY 
SIMS & BAILEY 
Dean MURPHY 





BWAY & 
47th St. , 


RKO PALAC 


EDWARD G. 
ROBINSON 


IDA LUPINO 
JOHN GARFIELD 
“The SEA WOLF” 
Plus 
JOAN BLONDELL 
DICK POWELL 


“MODEL WIFE” 















it in theatres he owns by himself. 
7. Took merchandise from a pre- 





PARAMOUNT .:::: 
SQUARE { 


3RD WEEK 
“ROAD TO 














| charged it to the partnership. 





In Person 





Midnite Screen Shows | Segall are almost duplicates of those 
REA) | the UMPTO prexy made against 


MUSIC HALL | Papi ier MATINEES FOR 


“THAT HAMILTON 
WOMAN” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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e Philadelphia, April 22. 
The Stanley-Warner Lindy, in 
southwest Philly, has instituted a 
new wrinkle to boom biz—a ‘de- 
| fense worker’s matinee.’ 














LAST 3 DAYS 
The FRANK CAPRA Prod. 
Starring GARY COOPER 
BARBARA STANWYCK 


in ‘MEET JOHN DOE’ 


STARTING FRIDAY NITE 
“THE FLAME OF NEW ORLEANS” 


RIVOLI THEATRE ,n¢° 431 


and 49th Ste 


studded with plants engaged in de- 
fense production. To snare factory 


shift, the Lindy has pushed its open- 
ing show forward to 12:30 p.m, in- 
a of 2. This gives the worker a 
chance to see a picture and grab a 
38RD WEEK | Saridwich before checking into the 











“THE GREAT LIE” The innovation is proving a suc- 
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BETTE DAVIS in | factories. 
| 


cess and the S-W circuit is contem- 
A New Warner Bros. Hit with |Plating spreading the idea to its 
George BRENT @ MaryASTOR | Other houses in industrial areas. 
‘llth Sittin | Indies in these districts are also re- 


JIMMY DORSE Extra ! | Ported getting set to unshutter ear- 
¥ Tip-T & Toe F 
and His Orchevtra Buddy Se hutz lier to get the night workers, 


STRAND 8280apway 


AND 47th STREET 











Back to His Old Brand 











THEATRE 
TWAY at th 
ALL SEATS RESERVED « Twice Daily 2:45 6 8:45 P. a8. 


Matiness from 7 5¢ Evenings from $1.10 
Seats for all performances now available at Box Office 


ASTO 











Hollywood, April 22. 
Tom Keene returns to Monogram 
after an absence of three years to 


HELLINGER’S ‘HARD TIMES’ 
Hollywood, April 22. 


judgment against Pizor for'| 


6. That in spring, 1939, Pizor re-| 


;}mium house for his own use and | | 
| the Cocalis theatres in the Bronx, | 
while others are being disposed of to | 


ZANZIBAR” Benny | 8. Charged the rental of film to the| 
a ee GOODMAN partnership and exhibited it in thea- 
: e08 HOPE & HIS NEW ORCH | tres owned entirely by himself. 

P vinnen Maer ete GIL The charges made against Pizor by 


LATE DEFENSE WORKERS | 


The house is located in an area! 


hands who go to work on the 4 p.m. | 


To Close Con. Deal—Harold Klein 
His Film Buyer 





Reported Julius Joelson, former 
took over the Consolidated Amuse- 
ment circuit in Greater New York, 


made a down payment of $600,000 in 


houses. Lawrence Bolognino, who 
headed the Consolidated string, is re- 
tiring from the business, it is also 
understood. 

Setting up offices in N. Y. after 
taking over the Consolidated houses, 
Joelson has brought in Herold Klein 
as film buyer. Latter was for many 


ating in lower N. Y. state and north- 
ern New Jersey. Following the death 
/of Sam Cocalis the circuit is being 
liquidated. RKO took over most of 





independents. 


Dozen Pounding at U 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Typewriters are putting 

heaviest barrage in months at Uni- 

versal, with 12 new writers assigned 
to forthcoming stories. 

Scripters who checked in were 

Stanley Roberts on a new Abbott 











gan on ‘Captive Woman,’ Harold 
Shumate on ‘Bad Lands of Dakota,’ 
Eric Taylor on “The Ghost of Frank- 
enstein, Edward Eliscu) on ‘Oh 
Charlie,’ Arthur Jones and Dorcas 
| Cochrane on ‘Juke Box Benny,’ Roy 
Chanslor and Stanley Rubin on 
‘Bombay Clipper,’ and Oliver Drake. 
| Walter Doniger and Robert Dillon 
on separate stories for 





Cry ‘Uncle’ at RKO 


Hollywood, April 22. 
‘Unexpected Uncle,’ the Erich | 
Pommer production at RKO, goes 
into work May 1, with Tay Garnett | 


directing. 
Second Pommer production, 
‘Weekend For Three,’ follows)! 


‘Uncle’ on the same lot, with Ginger 
Rogers starring. 


TONE’S NEW ALIAS 
Hollywood, April 22. 
Franchot Tone gets the title role 
in ‘I, James Lewis,’ to be produced 





closing the deal involving around 20 | 


years with the Cocalis circuit, oper- | 


on the | 


and Costello yarn, J. Ainsworth Mor- | 


the Dick 
Foran-Leo Carillo-Andy Devine ac- | 
tion series, 


| FOR ‘CUGAT’ RIGHTS 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Paramount today (Tuesday) pur- 


New England exhibitor, who recently | chased ‘Mr. and Mrs. Cugat,’ novel 


| by Isabel Scott Rorick which was 
|published last November. Studio 

| paid $25,000 for it. It’s the tale of an 

|average young middle class couple 

| who live in a vaguely-identified mid- 
western town. 


Novel, which has sold well, curi- 
ously enough, attracted film interest 
from long before publication and re- 
tained it right along, but no company 
was ever in a hurry to buy it until 
this week when Paramount and Uni- 
versal both jumped into the bidding. 
| Metro had previously made an offet 
| which was nixed. 

Paramount purchased ‘Channel 
Port,’ a sea yarn by Leonard Lee. 

Leo Birinski sold his story, ‘Pal- 
ace of 1,000 Lies,’ to Paramount. 

Republic bought ‘Strange Bedfel- 
lows,’ by Roger Williams. 





P. A.’s Repeat 

Murray’ Boltinoff and Martin 
Rackin sold their second story with- 
|in three months to films on Monday 
(21) and are being handed term 
|} pacts by Columbia to become lot 
writers. Boltinoff was for seven 
years prior to the folding of the 
New York American several years 
;ago the, sheet’s second string dra- 
matic critic and is now in the edi- 
torial department of Superman, Inc. 
Rackin is a New York press agent. 


Yarn they sold on Monday 





was 


| ‘Most Likely to Love,’ a 56-page or- 
iginal for which Columbia paid 
| $2,500. Pair’s earlier film sale was 


| ‘Buy Me That Town,’ which Para- 

mount bought and now has in the 
| cans awaiting release. Pact to go to 
| work at Col hasn’t been fully set 
yet, but is understood near to clos- 
| ing. 

With virtually all of the current 
crop of Broadway plays already 
owned by film companies, 20th-Fox 
| this week stretched back for one of 
last season’s. It is ‘Margin for 
Error,’ Clare Boothe’s mystery mel- 
ler, which ran 262 performances on 
Broadway, closing last June 15. Fox 


paid around $25,000 for screen 

rights. : 
Another Fox purchase was 

‘Hearses Don’t Hurry,’ book by 


Stephen Ransome for which studio 
paid $2,500. 





WB HOLDS BACON 


Mark Hellinger draws the produc- 
ing reins on ‘My Life and Hard 
Times, the James Thurber book, at 
20th-Fox. 

Herman Mankiewicz has been as- 
signed to the script. 


star in a néw group of westerns, 
replacing the Tex Ritter series on 
the 1941-42 program. 

‘Wanderers of the West,’ first of the 
new series, rolls April 28, with 





Robert Tansey producing. 


by Frank Lloyd at Universal, start- 


Hollywood, April 22. 
ing May 5. 


Lloyd Bacon's option as director 
Only other player signed thus far | was lifted for another term by War- 
|is Walter Brennan. Producer is | ners. 

| dickering with Warners for the loan! Pilot's 
| of Priscilla Lane for the femme lead. | Blues.” 








current chore is 


“Navy 
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~ KAYE REPS PRESS-STATIONS 


Scripps-Howard Station Gets Boost 








WHAT THE PUBLIC PAYS T0 GET_| 


—FARM PAPERS 
—RADIO 


—MAGAZINES 
—NEWSPAPERS 








The table below, compiled by the Variety Research and Information 
Service, shows what the citizens of the U. S. paid out to read newspapers, 
magazines, and farm papers. It also shows what they shelled out in order 
to keep their radios humming. 

It should immediately be observed that, although radio is ‘free,’ listen- 
ers actually pay more to hear the ‘free’ programs than they pay for all 
the magazines and newspapers combined. It costs the U. S. public $740,- 
000,000 for the mere physical facilities of tuning in Jack Benny, Kate 
Smith, etc. On the other hand, all the newspaper and magazine readers 
in the land only paid $735,000,000 to buy their favorite printed media at 
the newsstand or through the mails. 

Farm papers had a bad year in 1940. Their circulation dollar volume 
dipped 12%. The year before it had dipped 1%. 

Magazines and newspapers did all right, both showing gains. 





M agazines 





Total money spent by readers in the purchase of magazine 






































subscriptions and single-copy sales. ..............-0eeeeeee *$188,430,859 
Percent change over 1939............. bRVCRREC14s Pea eeickes +6% 
243 Monthlies....... RING Ne ore ar een ee ee $97,432,767 (+ 1%) 
ES re re ne eee eae . 52,027,716 (+ 9%) 
BB Group Pup uCAtions. ... 00... cccccsccces 26,728,081 (+ 16%) 
SO BAA OIIOE oc ve siabaeccseccavcenecs 8,502,168 (+ 7%) 
Bey SIN 5 56 6.0:0 S00 dae Raeie el oeen ves - 2,181,347 (+154%) 
TD PORTION. ein bocce o cine cseccessawees 846,274 (— 25%) 
IM ii clacaebie Gad esewee wanna 365,227 (+ 82%) 
DE ec ras og css biG Gb KG RSRE aS HOSE 316,040 (— 70%) 
a eer een ee ere eee eee 31,239 (— 7%) 
eee eee re ee Se Tee 
BOD FT MEIOMTIOG, BUNUN BEUMUING  iccckscicce* Seeses  S00as 
| Neu ewspapers 
Total money spent by readers in the purchase of morning, 
evening, and Sunday M€WSPAPers........cccccccsscccccves +$546,601,853 
WOPOOUE GMD QUEEF. oi. 5 ooesco sc ccdecesvscenns sn ke anne +3% 
16,114,018 daily morning circulation at $9.24... $148,893,526 (+4+4%) 
24,895,240 daily evening circulation at $9.24... 230,032,018 (43%) 
32,245,444 Sunday circulation at $5.20........ 167,676,309 (+2%) 
Farm ‘Paper s 
Total money spent by readers in the purchase of farm 
Nc eo aor a. cal aia a teais prank p hlaudigk HS R10 Sid ES FSR S UE OR ROCESS *$9,632,526 
WORORE GME WOES BOER. 5c bic occ co cdces ccedscssncseesecsee —12% 
Pe TI TRIIIO, 3k. 6.005056 500s ss nccceeneesaese $5,505,678 (— 14%) 
es IN ei eis cto ac sie s secede nar suts 1,839,936 (— 7%) 
eh TE eine 5 Geass 14 EADS HO NES 1,416,830 (+ 1%) 
TS BGT TORU onc cs cies cesar e 6e Se acne 411,056 (— 27%) 
BE ects Vek essere or wepeneeenees 342,716 (+ 1%) 
Se ree re reir es 41,775 (— 1%) 
1 Group Publication.............. 40,469 (+100%) 
De MO WU OOMLIOS 6 oie 56 686 Fete Wodoveeves 16,305 (— 85%) 
DOPE ork ics coos acne ore ees 15,224 (— 13%) 
gl a eee re en errr 2,537 (— 20%) 
10 PROG PUBUCRTIONS. .ncccccccsccccccusecse ##é(jGseeta  e¢6se 
34 Publications, Data Missing........eee00 = seeeee evan 
| Radio 
Total money spent by listeners in the wenaiiet, operation, 
repair and upkeep of radio sets. .......-...eeeeeeeerereeee t$740,000,000 
Percent change over 1939...........:ccceececcccrccececsees +22% 
PO OE Bn iho onde dns dsdeesceseceonceae $385,000,000 (+ 33% ) 
PEDOIE SOV UICOR nk dccicde ccdccss voce tase nec 65,000,000 (+ 8%) 
Use of electricity and cost of batteries... 200,000,000 (+4+21%) 
Parts and supplies used in repairs........... 57,000,000 (+14%) 
Jy | ter rere enema en rrr ee th 33,000,000 (—27%) 


* Circulation data in the January, 1941, Magazine and Farm Paper Sec- 
tion of Standard Rate & Data used as base for the compilation. 

+ Circulation data supplied through the courtesy of Editor & Publisher. 

t Compiled by Dr. Orestes H. Caldwe ell, editor of Radto Today. 


BENNY ASKED: | we rse:s* 
HOW ABOUT ae - 


weer on shifts for two more of its 
Moves will be in addition to 


MORE P.&G. SHUFFLES 





‘ompton and Peddlar & Ryan Swap 
Shows and Brands 


| serials 
Ry though he only —— the general realignment itemized in 
signed a renewal with Jell-O (Gen- ; : ; is 
‘ last week’s Variety. New moves 


eral Foods) which takes him up to 
June, 1942, Jack Benny has been ap- 


proached by the Ward Wheelock @nd_ times for ‘Pepper Young’ and 
agency, through his agents, A & S| Guiding Light. 
Lyons, about making a deal for te | Pepper, now plugging Camay 


| soap, handled by Pedlar & Ryan and 


1942- ‘ 
43 season. scheduled at 3:30 p.m. Monday 


Campbell Soup. 

Under Benny’s latest contract with | 
General Foods the latter is obligated | 
the Sunday 7-7:30 p.m. period to the 
comic’s next sponsor. 


The client would be | 


gets white naphtha as its product, 
goes to the Compton agency and 
| moves to 11:15 a.m. on the same net- 





— 


I. Q. to Fox, Detroit 


Chicago, April 22. | 
Grant agency here, handling the | 
Dr. I. Q. program for Mrs candy, | 
has just set a deal for the show to 
Originate in the Fox, Detoit starting 
June 2 and running for six weeks. 
I. Q. quiz program is currently 
originating on the stage of the Capi- 
tol, Washington, 


changes. ‘Pepper’ is authored by 
| Elaine Sterne Carrington and ‘Light’ 
| by Irna Phillips. 

‘Rise of the Goldbergs,’ 
last week to be going from Blackett- 


changing from Oxydol to Duz, 
effective July 1, ig now slated to 
make the switch next Monday (28) 
also. ‘Mary Marlin,’ currently 
handled by Compton, shifts July 1 to 
| Benton & Bowles exclusively. 


OMI LAWYER TO 
FIGHT FUG loa 


‘The Man Who Licked 
ASCAP’ Is Retained by 
Station-Owning News- 
papers—But Another At- 
torney of National Stature 
May Be Added for Actual 


Showdown 





—_- 


COMMITTEE MEETS 





Sidney M. Kaye, v.p. and operat- 
ing head of Broadcast Music, Inc., 
and before that a Columbia Broad- 
casting System lawyer, has been re- 
tained as counsel by the group of 
newspaper-owned stations which will 
direct the defense strategy in the 
forthcoming investigation of news- 
paper stations by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. Because of 
Kaye’s previous tieup with CBS some 


the opinion 
presages an alliance between CBS 
and NBC, on one hand, and the 
newspaper-owned stations, 


monopoly issue, This interpretation 
was yesterday (Tuesday) termed 
baseless in both newspaper and net- 
work camps. Kaye’s appointment, it 
was said, was on the crest of his 
prestige as ‘the man who licked 
ASCAP.’ 

While Kaye will have charge of 
collecting defense data for the FCC’s 
investigation and also direct the le- 
galistic strategy as well as the pres- 
entation of counter-evidence, the 
newspaper committee will likely en- 


| gage a lawyer with a national repu- 


tation to head its legal front. Because 
of the time required to gather the 
necessary data, the initial move by 
the committee’s counsel will prob- 
ably be to ask for a postponement of 
the inquiry from any date that the 
FCC may be inclined to set just now. 

This committee of newspaper- 
owned outlets includes Mark Eth- 
ridge, of WHAS, Louisville; Gardner 
Cowles, of the Iowa Network; Harold 
Hough, of WBAP, Fort Worth, and | 
James W. Cox, Jr., of WHIO, Dayton, | 
and WIOD, Miami. 

In taking over the newspaper-sta- 
tions assignment Kaye will give up | 
active participation in the operations | 
of BMI, though he will retain the 
titles of v.p. and counsel. 


CBS NET UP ON 
IST QU 











& Gamble this week de- | 


will transpose the products, agencies | 


through Friday on NBC red (WEAF), | 


| work. ‘Light’ makes just the reverse | 


reported | 


Sample-Hummert to Compton and | 


Columbia Broadcasting System net 
| profit totalled $1,487,685 in the first 
| three months of the present financial 
lyear ended last March 29 or more 
than $200, 000 ahead of the $1,284,331 
| shown in the first quarter last year 

) Corpor -ation’s net amounted to 87c 
per share as against 75c in 1939. Net 
profit before providing for federal 
income and excess profits taxes was 





+ 





quarters in the trade are inclined to | 
that his appointment | 
' sion will let go with its final report 


on the} 


other, in opposing FCC trends on the | 
pected to have concluded the nasty 


| formal votes have been taken, how- 


WNOX, Knoxville, Wins 


Despite Supposed Frowns 


of Administration Stalwarts 





Euclid Up to’ Date 





Mac Benoff, gag-writer, tossed 
this learned pun into a recent 
script conference for ‘Duffy’s 
Tavern’ program: 

‘The shortest distance to a 
joke is a straight’s line.’ 


FCC MONOPOLY 
ACTION STILL 
PENDS 








Washington, April 22. 
With another deadline come and 
gone, speculation continues when the 
Federal Communications Commis- 


on the chain-monopoly investigation, 
but deliberations are in the last 
stages. Previously the regulators ex- 


chore by mid-April; now it is doubt- 
ful if anything will see daylight be- 
fore May 1 at the soonest. 

Pick and shovel work on the 100-| 
odd pages of the report was finished 
in a burst of speed last week. No 


|of either Memphis plant. 


,™ 
+ 


Washington, April 22. 

Bias against press-owned stations 
was weakened again, for a few mo- 
ments, anyhow, when the Federal 
Communications Commission _ last 
week upped Scripps-Howard’s outlet, 
WNOX, Knoxville, to 10 kw day and 
night, with directional antenna re- 
quired. Grant was made by the full 
Commish, after rumors the news- 
paper chain was in the New Deal 
| doghouse because of its attitude dur- 
ing the 1940 Presidential campaign 
and anti-war crusading. 

The permit occasioned surprise 
among members of the radio frater- 
nity who knew about recent desires 
of S-H to get more wattage at Mem- 
phis. Overtures in this direction en- 
countered chilliness at the regulatory 
body, with negotiators for the chain 
getting a startling ultimatum that 
one of the two Memphis plants must 
be unloaded before fostering any 
hopes of increased coverage. This 
decree was given by one of the sup- 
posedly inside element and appar- 
ently was indicative of the Adminis- 
tration attitude, since some regula- 
tors were uninformed about this 
hint of undeclared policy. 

There appear to be no strings on 
the WNOX grant, with S-H people 
vehemently denying that the in- 
creased juice is conditioned on sale 
No over- 
lapping or duplication, it was noted 
by Paul M. Segal, the newspaper's 
radio attorney, and the additional 





ever, on any of the various issues, | 
although the division is pretty well | 
crystalized with exponents of the! 
strict regulation philosophy in 4 
majority. No proposed rules em- 


| bodying the views and theories of | 


| forth its general policy. Nor is there 


| 
| 





| 


| 


$2,358,947 as compared with $1.- 
921,886 in the first three months last 
year. 

The CBS’ statement, which wa 
issued April 16, revealed $14,685,766 
{gross income which was nearly | 
$2,000,000 increase over the §$12,- 
'777,065 shown in the first quarter 
| last year. 


Corporation noted that provisions 
for federal income and excess profits 


| American Family Soap, a Procter & | 


taxes for this year and in 1940 were | 
calculated under the Second Reve- | 


nue Act of 1940 as amended on 
March 7 this year. Federal income 
taxes for the quarter were figured 
at $585,461 as compared 


$473,754 in corresponding quarter 


' since 


with 


|last year, while excess profits taxes | 


were listed as $285,800 as compared 
with $163,800 in like period of 1940 





Carey Jennings, formerly manager 
of KGW-KEX, Portland, Ore., has 
assumed managerial duties at station 
‘'KWJJ. 


| commentator 


ARTER 


| Robert 
|nati with the offer, which calls for | 
i} the same 


the majority have been brought up, 
however, and it is still problematical 
whether the Commish will promul- 
gate specific shalt-nots or merely set 


assurance that—in the event concrete 
regulations are a product of the 
long deliberations—there will be a 
hearing prior to their application, at 
which possible victims could register 
objections. 





power does not impinge directly on 
the broad issue whether newspaper 
proprietorship is in or against public 
| interest. 


STOP BREAKS 
BETWEEN JWT 
PROGRAMS 











-WINCHELL REJECTS 
A SECOND AIR SHOW | 


An offer to Walter Winchell for a 
second weekly program for Wood- 


bury’s, which control Jergens, in ad- | 
| dition to his Sunday broadcast for the | 
| latter, was rejected by the columnist- 


Proposal was for him 
to take over in June when Tony 
Martin withdraws. 

Woodbury’s advertising 
Beaucus, 
terms per week 
Winchell for the Jergens 
Columnist said he did not 
assume the added burden: 
which income taxes with the second 
program would leave him very little 
net, 


as paid 
program 
care to 


‘PAINTED DREAMS’ MOVES 


on WGN for lil 
To WBBM 


Serial Years Goes 


a Chic cago, April 22. 
some 11 years on WGN and 
the ‘Painted Dreams’ show 
to WBBM next week for 


After 
Mutual, 
moves 


Gamble product, 

Kastor agency here. 
Will 

week, 


Set through the 


Will be restricted to Chicago 
the soap hes its distribution 
concentrated in this town. 


‘What’s Your Idea’ Goes 


Chicago, April 22. 

Grant agency here last week 
picked up option for another 13-week 
stretch of NBC-Red network time 
for the Mars Co. Forever Yours 
program, ‘What’s Your Idea?’ 

Second 13-week stretch starts as 
of June 15 


1 
id. 





manager, | 
came from Cincin- | 


besides | 


ride at 5 p.m. five days a| 


| NBC’s station relations department 
| has prevailed upon the majority of 
the red network affiliates involved to 
cut the chainbreak 
|ments they have been running be- 
'tween the Charlie McCarthy 

‘One Man’s shows. 
made the request after it had re- 
ceived a letter of complaint from 
John U. Reber, radio head of the J. 
| Walter Thompson agency, which han- 
|dles the two Sunday night programs 
| for Standard Brands. 


out announce- 


and 


Family’ Netwopk 


| In his letter Reber declared that 
| his office had discovered that a num- 
ber of stations carrying the pro- 
grams were slipping in spot an- 
| nouncements during the station iden- 
tity break and that he was of the 
opinion that this wasn’t fair, since 
the two shows belong to the same 
account and were contracted for un- 
der an hour basis of Rebs 
protest were forwarded to NBC- 
affiliates, with the added suggestion 
that they eliminate the chainbreak 
announcements. Matter was al 
taken up with officers of the 
pendent Radio Network affiliate 

From several stations the network 
|got a kidding reply. These wrote 
they had a counter proposition. They 
would be glad to remove the chain- 
| break announcement in this instance 
if the network would agree to stop 
other accounts from appending hitch- 


C< pie 


red 


0 
Inde- 


hike announcements to their pro- 
grams. 

| Chainbreak and _ hitchhike an- 
| nouncement practices have been the 
cause for much bickering between 
lthe networks and their affiliates for 


Network accounts have 
| complained the intrusion of 
spot announcements, while the affil- 
| iates have agitated against the use of 
hitchhike plugs. On the latter score 
affiliates have suggested that if net- 
work accounts must append hitch- 
hike announcements they use a mu- 
| sical background so that the listener 
will a this announcemen’ 
th the preceding program 


some time. 


about 


ssociate 


* 
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Ptg. Trades Head Clarifies Anti-Radio 


Proposal as An Amusement Tax 


Washington, April 22. 
In seeking recruits for their efforts 
to limit the amount of radio adver- 
tising, the printing trades unions are 
shifting the principal emphasis so 


that the theme now is unfair com- 


petition between radio and other 
forms of entertainment. Denial that 
the tradesmen want to levy on ad- 
vertising as such was made Monday 
(21) by President John B. Haggerty 
of the International Allied Printin 
Trades Association in a letter to M. 


H. White. managing editor of the 
Winona (Minn.) Republican-Herald. 
Using the familiar arguments 
about huge profits made by broad- 
casters, Haggerty told White (whose 
paper operates KWNO, Winona) that 
the unions ‘do advocate a tax on the 
dissemination of sponsored entertain- 
ment comparable to that now col- 
lected, in nickels and dimes, from 
the public who have a choice of the 
form of entertainment they desire 
when they patronize a theatre or 
other forms of amusement.’ There 
never has been any idea of imposing 
a levy on advertising as such, Hag- 
gerty maintained, observing that ra- 
dio advertising is achieved by pre- 
senting entertainment which diverts 
advertising from printed media. 
‘The tax we have suggested is 
wholly in line with the tax which 
we have every reason to believe 
will continue to be levied on other 
disseminators of entertainment, such 


as motion picture theatres, etc.,’ the | 


union chieftain said. ‘No one will 


contend that radio broadcasters, who | 


pay no franchise tax to the govern- 
ment, who pay little, if any, taxes 
to the communities wherein their ra- 
dio stations are located, and, in most 
instances pay only a meagre tax, in 
some remote locality wherein is lo- 
cated the transmitter, should be 
alone privileged to retain exorbitant 
profits untaxed.’ 

Haggerty’s letter laid weight on the 
figures covering clear channel sta- 
tions. Commenting the average net 
income of the 50 kw plants in 1939 
was 132% of the average value of the 
properties, he noted the average 
monthly cost of salaries and wages 
for both employees and executives 
is $20,362 and the average clear 
channel operator had ‘more than 
$31,000 monthly for profits, etc.’ 

‘This income is secured through 
the willingness of owners of radio 
gets to listen to commercially spon- 
sored entertainment disseminated by 
the purveyors,of radio advertising, 
and is in direct competition with the 
motion picture theatres and other 
disseminators of entertainment or 
amusements,’ Haggerty replied. 








BURN-SMITH ADDS TWO 
Chicago, April 22. 

Burn-Smith station rep outfit last 
week snatched up two rep contracts 
for two new southern outlets. 

Siations are WBIR, Knoxville 
(Tenn.) and WALB, Albany (Ga.). 
Both will be Mutual tentacles. 





F. W. FITCH SPLIT WEB 


| 
| Harry Turner on 10 Stations Satur- 
day Mornings on NBC 





hicago, April 22. 
F. W. Fitch has signatured for a 
short NBC-red network starting May 
3 for a weekly Saturday morning 
|shot. Will use 10 stations on the 
| web for 22 weeks, running 9:45-10 
!a.m. CDST. 

Set through the Ramsey agency, 
| the program will be Harry Jack Tur- 
ner playing the piano and exercising 
his tonsils from the Chicago NBC 
studios. 


FCC OPPOSES 
CLASSIFICATION 
FINALITY 








Washington, April 22. 
Broadcasters who think their hold 
on their facilities may be stronger 
if licenses carry the station designa- 
tion were turned down roughly by | 


the Federal Communications Com- 
mission last week. Regulators do 
/not propose to write into the per- 
mits any mention of the classifica- 





Thompson Readying 
WBYN, B’klyn, Merger 


Washington, April 22. 

| Long and painful headache of the 
|famous ‘Brooklyn case’ finally dis- 
| persed last Wednesday (16) by the 
| Federal Communications Commis- 
|sion when time-sharers WLTH, 
| WVFW, WARD and WBBC were 
| telescoped into a single station to 
| be operated by the Unified Broad- 
| casting Corp. of Brooklyn. 

| Terminating years of bickering, 
ithe authorization permits assign- 
'ment of WARD’s license from the 


United States Broadcasting Corp. to | 
will | 


the new concern. Company 
| gobble facilities of WLTH, licensed 
to WLTH-New York, Inc., WVFW, 
Paramount Broadcating Corp., and 
WBBC, Brooklyn Broadcasting 
| Corp., operating with equipment of 
WARD on 1430 ke with 250 watts 
as before. Studios will be moved 
| to 554 Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn. 

| Move was first suggested by the 
‘Commish in a decision last October, 
after much headscratching by the 
kilocycle cops. At that time the li- 
censes of WLTH and WARD were 
renewed and the request of WBBC 
for their facilities was turned down. 
According to the FCC, it would ‘en- 
tertain any feasible proposal for the 
consolidation of the four present 
licensee corporations into a new or- 
ganization to operate one _ station 
under a single management and 
| control for the purpose of supplant- 


| 


| ing the four existing stations. In this 
|connection, however, such new cor- 
poration or other organization must 
| be prepared to demonstrate to the 
satisfaction of the Commission that 
the management selected will con- 
sist of persons who are highly re- 
i sponsible and fully qualified to op- 
erate the new station.’ 





Merger Deal Soon 





| tion given under the Havana Treaty. 
Four requests for modification of 
| licenses were dismissed with the ex- 
| planation that station classification 
| as I, II, III-A and so forth ‘is merely 
| for administrative convenience and! 
|is not a part of any license nor a 
|source of any right in the license.’ 
| Operators of KLX, Oakland; WSAR, | 
| Fall River; KFAC, Los Angeles; ‘and 
| KVOR, Colorado Springs, wanted 
their papers to show they ran III-A} 
| transmitters. | 
| The gradings, established under} 
| Fules promulgated to carry out prin-| 
| ciples of the North American Re-|} 
| gional Broadcasting Agreement, are | 


| generally the same as those formerly 


|in effect. Such 
| high-power’ regional, local, ete. 
| Those tags never were noted on the 


| certificates. 


clear-channel, | 
| 


as 


Demand for inclusion of the sta-| 


|tion rating follows the FCC break- 
| down of the 880 frequency which 
|} was catalogued as clear under the 
|pact. In giving WHDH, Boston, 
| permission to operate on this rib- 
| bon at night, the Commish amended 
its rules to shift the stripe from the 
| I-A group, drawing numerous pro- 
| tests that any reshuffling should be 
| prefaced by a general hearing at 
| which all persons interested in the 
allocation scheme should have an 
| opportunity to present their views. 
| Idea of the four III-A stations was 
| that mentioning the classification on 
| the official papers would be a de- 
terrent to any new alignment that 
might affect their status. 








‘Same Old Names’—Publici 


y Headach 








Radio Columns Reported 


Padding With Local Non- 


Broadcast Material 


press agents 
columnists 


mM. who servic 
radio throughout the 
middiewest are becoming cognizant 
of a tendency in several such quar- 
ters toward devoting a great deal of 
space to gossip of a non-radio flavor. 
The columnists are apparently find- 
ing that there isn’t enough fresh 
and bright material from radio to 
make for a consistently high reader 
interest and some of them have al- 
ready started to branch out into gen- 
eral chatter about local personali- 
ties. 

One of the main reasons for this 
trend has been the limited number 
of personalities in radio that the 
columnists have available for com- 


@ 


*& ment. There is hardly any overturn 


from year to year, 
No new comer-uppers seem to be 
On the horizon; the quiz thing has 


long ceased to be a source of ma- | 


terial and as for the commentators, 
their few eccentricities have been 
racked over so much that they, too, 
have become desiccated from the 
columnar viewpoint. 


+ a om 





TRADING MUSIC QUIZ 
FOR COMEDY DITTO 


| Schaeffer Beer will drop the ‘So 
You Think You Know Music’ quiz 
|on WEAF, N. Y., next Tuesday (22) 
and the following week install Col- 
onel Stoopnagle in the 7:30-8 p.m. 
spot as m.c. of a comedy quiz. Con- 
| tract is for 22 weeks and the session 
| will be tagged ‘Colonel Stoopnagle’s 
| Stump Club.’ 
B.B.D.&O. is the agency. 








Bob Hawk to Seattle 
Seattle, April 22. 
Bob Hawk will bring his ‘Take It 
or Leave It’ show for Wahl Pen Co. 
,to Seattle on Sunday, May 4. 
Program will originate via KIRO 
from the Music Hall theatre. 





| Frank Forest, tenor, renewed for 
another 13 on Feenamint’s ‘Double 
lor Nothing’ over Mutual, 


| of their application, stations WLTH, 


| month: | 


With the confirmed FCC approval 
WBBC, WVFW and WARD, New 


Radio Builds Up Actor Poise 








Hollywood, April 22 


Regular rotation of stock players on the Lux ‘programs is to be 
broken up. Show will use young film players in minor roles. Cecil B. 
DeMille also points out that radio's ‘one take’ before the mike will 
make the youngsters more thoughtful of their linés and actions while 
cameras are turning on picture sets. 
the younger stock players also become more self-assured. Many a film 
player has shied away from radio work because of mike fright. 


While learning radio technique 


First of the film youngsters to work in a DeMille Lux show were 
| Eleanor Stewart and Suzanne Kaaren, spotted in last Monday night's 


| broadcast of ‘The Letter.’ 








RADIO NOT SCHEDULED 


Only Casual Mention ef Medium at 
Four A’s Gathering 








If the subject of radio comes up at 
the convention of the American As- 
sociation of Advertising Agencies at 
the Homestead, Hot Springs, Va., 
May 1-3, it will be strictly as some- 
thing brought into a general discus- 
sion on the present defense emer- 
gency. This discussion will be held 
Friday (2) and will be treated from 
the viewpoints of advertiser, con- 
sumer and Government. 

The opening day’s session will be 
restricted to members, but on the 
following day the doors will be open 
to guests. 


FIX UP ‘HILLTOP 
FOR ANOTHER 
SPONSOR 








York, all of which now share the 
Same wave-length, will combine as| 


| WBYN, under the ownership of the} 


Unified Broadcasting Corp. Deal will | 
probably be completed within a 

New station will operate full time, | 
with both English and _ foreign 
language programs. Studios will be 
maintained in both Manhattan and 
Brooklyn. Sales, program, production 
and sales promotion staffs will be 
augmented. Griffith B. Thompson is 
vice-president and general manager 
of WBYN. Board of directors of 
the new station (and their present 
titles) are Aaron Kronenberg, presi- 
dent and general manager of WARD; 
Samuel Gellard, president and gen- 
eral manager of WLTH; Salvatore 
Di Angelo, managing director 


| 
} 


director of WBBC. 





Clear Channels Complete 
Defensive Organization 





| Washington, April 22. 
Threatened break-down of the en- 
| tire clear channel theory, of in- 
|estimable dollars-and-cents value to 
| occupants of the reserved ribbons, 
; will encounter solid opposition from 
15 of the 16 independently-owned 
| transmitters having exclusive night 
|use of their frequencies. The for- 
|mally - organized Clear Channel 
Group now includes every one of 
the Class I stations not owned by 
— except for KSL, Salt Lake 
ity. 


With several recruits during the | 


last fortnight, Vie Sholis, front man 
for the crowd mobilizing against 
Federal Communications Commis- 
|sion attacks on the principle dating 
back to the inception of U. S. radio, 
|said any new moves to change the 


| Classifications under the Havana 
| treaty will be fought by the follow- 
ing: 


WMS, Nashville; KFI, Los An- 
geles; WLW, Cincinnati; WGN, Chi- 
cago; WSB, Atlanta; WJR, Detroit; 
WFAA, Dallas; WBAP, Fort Worth; 
| WHAS, Louisville; WWL, New Or- 
| leans; WLS, Chicago; KDKA, Pitts- 
| burgh; WHO, Des Moines; WHAM, 
‘Rochester; WOAI, San Antonio, and 
WCAU, Philadelphia. 


Garland Elected Mayor 


Chicago, April 22. 
Charles Garland, assistant com- 
mercial manager of WBBM, has been 
| elected mayor of Des Plaines (IIl.). 
| Garland served as alderman in the 
, town from 1937 to 1939. 











into office. 

Garland has been in radio since 
1925 as a performer and later joined 
the ization of WBBM. 


0 eos, 
Saies org ) 


of 
WVFW, and Peter Testan, managing | 


In winning | 
| this election he swept his entire ticket | 


With Bess Johnson having left Ed 
Wolf's ‘Hilltop House’ for Palmolive 
(Ward Wheelock) on a CBS after- 
noon script contract, the latter serial 


|show may wind up under sponsor- 


ship of General Foods or United 
Drug. Both are interested in Wolf's 
show. 

‘Hilltop,’ when it goes back under 
new sponsorship, will have Anne 
Seymour (‘Mary Marlin’) as the new 
matron (lead) in place of Miss John- 
son. Also, scripters Lynn Stone and 
Addy Richton will be augmented 
collaboratively on the daily takes by 
| David Victor and Herbert Little, Jr. 


Ralph Edwards’ Tour 


Ralph Edwards’ quiz show, ‘Truth 
or Consequences,’ is booked as fol- 
lows: 

Earle, Washington, May 2: Earle, 
Philadelphia, May 23; Steel Pier, At- 
{| lantic City, July 4; Hippodrome, Bal- 
timore, Aug. 21, and the State, Hart- 
ford, Conn., some time in October. 
Gilbert Ralston, supervisor of the 


| Show for the Compton agency, goes 
| from New York for each broadcast, 
| which he’s doing from each stage. 











Dick Gilbert is now night manager 
at WOV, New York, as well as radio 
announcer of two disk sessions. 


CONSUMER INFO 
BROADCASTS 
MULTIPLY 


Washington, April 22. 

Local market news broadcasts— 
now linked to the national defense 
effort—have been started in a num- 
ber of cities, according to Miss Har- 
‘riet Elliott, national defense con- 
sumer commissioner. Providing in- 
formation to the consumer as to 
which food products are good buys 
and plentiful, the programs now are 
being carried as a public service by 
WIP, Philadelphia; WFBR, Balti- 
more, WSAI, Cincinnati; WHK, 
Cleveland; WHB, Kansas_ City; 
KOCY, Oklahoma City and WJJD, 
Chicago. These stations include 


two-minute flash of ‘consumer in- 
formation from a national viewpoint,’ 
and three minutes of local market 
news from local representatives of 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture's 
Agricultural Marketing Service. 

The State Departments of Agricul- 
ture and Bureau of Home Economics 
|and Consumers’ Counsel Division of 
| the Agriculture are cooperating with 
the Consumer Division of the De- 
fense Commission and the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service in boosting 
the series. 
| Other sections are carrying the 
| programs on a ‘modified basis,’ it was 
| explained, with WAAB, Boston, and 
|eight stations of the Colonial Net- 
work participating through the New 
England Radio News Service. WBZ, 
Boston, and WBZA, Springfield, 
Mass., also are promoting the pro- 
grams which were started by the 
Bureau of Consumers’ Service of the 
New York City Department of Mar- 
kets. 

According to defense -spokesmen, 
| plans are under way to include an 
additional 20 cities during the next 
three months. Consumer forums 
| also are being broadcast from a num- 
| ber of stations, with WJSV, Wash- 


| ington, one of the pioneers. 

















ADE HOLT IN CHI FOR MBS 
Ade Holt has been appointed mid- 
western sales head of Mutual with 
| headquarters in Chicago. 
| He has been a member of the mid- 
western sales staff. 





The Rem and Rel 





Boys on Schedule 


Walter Hollander and Stanley Probst in N.Y.—Like 
the Circus, a Sure Sign of Spring 





JOSEPHINE TUMINIA ON 
KRAFT SHOW MAY 1 


Josephine Tuminia, coloratura s0- 
|prano of the Met, will guest star on 
the Kraft program May 1. The singer 
will receive $650 for two songs. 


Selections are ‘The Wren’ and an 
aria from opera, as yet undetermined. 








Van Der Linde’s Corp. 


Albany, April 22. 

Victor van der Linde, Inc., has 
| been chartered’ to conduct a gen- 
|eral advertising business in New 
York. Victor and Charlottee van der 
Linde are named as two of the direc- 
tors. 

Sigmund Eisenstein, of New York, 
was the filing attorney. 

Formerly research director for 
NBC, van der Linde was last with 
|the sales department of WNEW, 
Ne. 





+> 





Broadcasters in New York didn’t 
require the warm spell of the past 
|two weeks to assure them that spring 
was here, because they were already 
being visited by Walter Hollander 
and Stanley Probst, the Rem and 
Rel boys. Hollander and Probst, 


partners in the Maryland Pharma- 
ceutical Co., which mixes the cold 
remedies, have for years made it a 
habit of starting on a tour of the 
stations with which they have had 
contracts just about the same time 
the first buds come out and the 
Ringling Circus takes up its initial 
| stand at Madison Square Garden, 
|N. Y. After a bit of socializing the 
twosome gets around to closing pack- 
| age deals for next season. 

These harbingers of spring, it is 
reported, have a new buying twist 
} this time. They’re suggesting that 
| the account be extended the usual 
| 52-week rate protection on the basis 
| of a 26-week schedule the coming 
| fall and winter and another 26-week 
i schedule the following seasog. 
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CRISIS-MADE RADIO DEPTS. 


ON OO Nt 


‘NBC’S Public 


Every Station Has an Educational-Cultural Liai- 
son—114 Are Managers, or Higher Oyvere 


ag A 





titties ee ae ae eee ee 


Relations Front 


\ 
Diatushdiie 


tert emt eam ea ee eee 


The following list has recently been compiled by the Public 
Service Program division of NBC under Walter Preston, Jr. 


It illustrates the integration b 


y the network and its affiliated 


stations of an organization of personnel around the U.S.A. 


charged with contacting civic, 
and similar groups, 


cultural, religious, educational 


The fact that 114’ stations are designating 
either the manager, general manager, 
president as the laison with the public i is significant. 


managing director or 
(See last 


week's VARiETY article on ‘Senior Officer Responsibility’) 


STATION TOWN CONTACT TITLE 
KADA—Ada, Okla... ........ccccees dames Griffith. ....ccccccces: Manager 
KANS—Wichita, Kan............... BE BES hv kv anSenneGabons Manager 
KARK—Little Rock................ Jack Lewis......... Program Director 
KBIX—Muskogee, Okla............. Oe eee Manager 
Pe A, CIR ones caccscacce Milton Garber.......... .. Manager 
pd) ee. G. Dare Fleck....Educational Director 
KDYL—Salt Lake City............. Myron Fox......... Program Director 
KERN—Bakersfield, Cal............ Prof. Allen B. Parker. .Educ’] Advisor 
KFAM-—St. Cloud, Minn............ Fred Schilipim..... Program Manager 
KFBC—Cheyenne, Wyo............. William Grove. ........cccces Manager 
KFBK-—-Sacramento ............... Howard Lame. ...cccccccccess Manager 
KFDM—Beaumont, Tex............. Se eee ener a 5 cane: 
KFI-KECA—Los Angeles........... Jose Rodriques........ Educ’l Director 
KFRU—Columbia, Mo.......... (has mae WUE SK hk nsddieswes Manager 
KFSD—San Diego................6. Thomes EB. Sharp... ....-.00+ President 
KFYR—Bismark, N. D.......... oh. By Pitesimonds.. oi cisice ss Manager 
KGBX—Springfield, Mo............ Ralph D. Foster..... General Manager 
KGFF—Shawnee, Okla............. ag) ge. Manager 
KGHF—Pueblo, Col................ oi ge. ss re Manager 
KGHI,—Billings, Mont.............. it A en re ee 
KGIR—Butte, Mont.... ee Sk Managing Director 
KGKO—Fort Worth.... . Cecil Hale....... Dir. Public Relations 
KGLU—Safford, Ariz. ee. St) Manager 
KGNC—Amarillo, Tex.............. John Ballard.................Manager 
KGU—Honolulu, Hawaii..... .M. A. Mulrony..... ecccsee. Manager 


KGW-KEX—Portland, Ore 
KHQ-KGA—Spokane 
KLO—Ogden, 


oo 


KIDO—Boise, Idaho... ss 
KMA—Shenandoah, Ia....... 
KMED—Medford, Ore...... 


KMJ-—Fresno, Cal 
pS | ee 
KOAM—Pittsburgh, Kans 


. Robert Phillips 


Arden Pangborn.......Managing Dir. 


ey ke 3) aa eee Manager 
<a a, TEI deka a elarnin aoalare Manager 
-Owen Saddler Production Manager 
.L. P. Bishop....: Commercial Manager 

Frank Wilbur....... Program Director 


-Educ’] Director 
.Program Manager 


Clarence C. Moore 
Bruce Robertson.. 


KOB—Albuquerque, N. Mex.. -J. C. MacGregor....... Prod. Manager 
KOH—Reno, Nev............. We Be WO ioc cessstnwiens Manager 
BCP ——TIBB- on cc vicccces ee , eer ree Manager 
KOMO-KJR—Seattle ............... W. W. Warren...... Program Director 
KOWH—Omaha .............. oak, wWermom Smitty... siaccecss Manager 
KPFA—Helena, Mont......... .K. O. McPherson..... . Manager 
KPO-KGO—San Francisco.... .. Jennings Pierce .Public Service Dir. 
PRPC ——FIOUMOOE on ccc ccescesees Jack McGrew...... Program Director 
KRGV—Weslaco, Tex........ - Dick Watkins.........Studio Manager 
KRIS—Corpus Christi, Tex......... T. Frank Smith ae .Manager 
KROC—Rochester, Minn.. .LaVell Waltman .Program Director 
KSCJ—Sioux City. Sere hav ba Bead Miss Elizabeth Sammons...........e- 
pt a ee ...eeee Edward W. Hamlin..Comm’] Manager 
KSEI—Pocatello, Idaho....... .. Henry H. Fletcher...General Manager 
KSQ—Des Moines.......... . Edward Linehan........ .Manager 


KSOO-KELO—Sioux Falls, S. D. 
KTAR—Phoenix, Ariz.... 


. Morton Henkin 


Program Manager 
J. Howard Pyle.....Program Director 











CHAS AF ANY Dent of Justice Incubated The 
Free Company Series Which 


RADIO PUBLICITY 


Many Washington Govern- 


1 
| 
| 


ment Agencies Organizing 


for Contacting Broadcast- | 


ing Industry and Arrang- 
ing Programs 


INFLUX OF P.A.’S 


Washington, April 22, 


Radio activities of the Navy are | 
becoming more important, with the | 


Office of Naval Intelligence turning 


publicity over to a new branch of | 


Secretary Knox's office. With Hal | 
O'Flaherty, managing editor of | 
Knox's Chicago Daily News as actual | 


boss of all public relations efforts, 
the radio division is expected to 
grow to major proportions. Lieut. 
Norvelle Sharp heads the small staff 
so far assembled from service per- 
sonnel, 

The Federal payroll is getting 
well-populated with people from va- 
rious wings of the radio industry as 
the national defense effort drags 
dollar-a-year men, advisors, public 
relations experts and assorted ex- 
ecutives to government service. With 
the confusion to be expected from 
such mushrooming, no 
check is possible, but it is already 
certain that dozens of announcers, 
script writers, and program people 
have been summoned either by ap- 
peals to patriotism or issuance of or- 
ders to members of the reserve 
forces of the Army or Navy. Mean- 
while, more and more plans for 
broader use of radio to whip up lag- 
ging public enthusiasm about pre- 
paredness are being formulated. 

robably the most active and big- 
gest-staffed radio division at present 
is in the War Department’s reorgan- 


complete | 


Hearst Smears to Hurt Welles 





Bill Moore’s Ghost 





Hollywood, April 22. 

The myth of ‘L. T. Crossley’ 
at the William Esty office blew 
up last week when a too-often- 
stalled agent tracked him to his 
void. Bill Moore, coast head of 
the Esty radio forces, gave up 
the ghost when asked to produce 
him. He finally admitted it was 
just an invention of his to plant 
a buffer between his office and 
callers. 

The L.T. in the Crossley C.A.B. 
report indicates ‘less than one,’ 
which is the exact count on 
Esty’s George Spelvin. 








News Writers 


At CBS Under — 


Guild Contract 


Contract covering news writers 


was signed yesterday (Tuesday) by | 
|Columbia and 


the Radio Writers 
Guild. 
pleted. The Guild previous network 


|contracts have been for staff, dra- 


| with NBC. 


ized Bureau of Public Relations. Al- | 


most every branch of the military 
establishment, though, contains one 
or more officers called from private 
life, but not all are holding down 
desks concerned with radio activi- 
ties. Latest recruits are Maj. John 
Holman, formerly with KDKA and 
WBZ-WBZA. who is giving orders 
in the Signa] Corps, and John Hayes 


Although Guild officials refused to | 


reveal the terms of the CBS news| ; ; oe 
| part in preparation of the’ material. 


contract, it is understood to be for a 
year, to call for a $60-a-week mini- 
mum for senior writers and $35-a- 
week for juniors, with raises up to 
about 25% for all present members 
of the staff. 


VOICE-PLACER IN ARMY; 
ENDS HIS AIR SERIES 


+ 





| though the 


| inspiration. 
It is the first such deal com-| direction, the Justice Department ap- 
| proves the script, 
‘ bedeae ; |cials heve read Welles’ 
matic and continuity writers. Or- | 


| ; ; " 7; 4 | 
ganization has no news writer deal le Free Company programs were in- 


James Boyd (author) in N. Y. 
press interview Tuesday (22) 
termed Hearst’s campaign as 
‘phoney and disgraceful’ and said 
Legion had previously endorsed 
series as ‘soundly patriotic.’ 


Washington, April 22. 


Except for moral support, Colum- 


| bia is gettyng no help in extricating 


itself from an embarrassing in-the- 
middle spot resulting from Willicm 
Randolph Hearst's grudge at Orson 
Welles and RKO over the still-unre- 
leased flicker, ‘Citizen Kane,’ reputed 
to be patterned largely on the pub- 
lisher’s career. Backfire agcinst CBS 
has been started by the Hearst 
papers as result of Welles’ one-time 
script in the web's ‘Free Company’ 
series. 

No eppeal for assistance has been 
made by the chain, but execs prob- 
ably wouldn’t mind a little backing— 
in the form of public statements— 
for their efforts to end the Hearst- 
inspired charges that Welles’ piece 
contained subtle un-American ideas. 
Series is actually designed as coun- 
ter-propaganda to protect U. S. A. 
egainst fifth-column agitation. So 
far, nobody in government position 
‘has come out with a comment, al- 
web has received no 
squawk except those which obviously 
can be attributed to the Hearstpaper 
Informally and by in- 


inasmuch as offi- 
contribution 
to the series. 


cubated at the Justice Department, 
but the Federal agency has no actual 


James Boyd, originally hired by the 
D.J. to supervise the series znd now 
on the CBS payroll, has been hud- 
dling periodically with Federal peo- 


| ple and the entire idea was gone over 


the series 
Chief advocate of this new 


at the department before 
began 


| form of U. S. propaganda was Solici- 


tor General Fraricis Biddle. who hes 
charge of the alien registration pro- 
gram and is sort of ex-officio boss 
of the recently-acquired Immigration 

















4d bb ~ ~ ; ~ Service Whether Biddle read th’ 
KTBS—Shreveport ee .B. G. Robertson .Manager |». w : ar PP ' ' 
hata : a are pee of WOR, who has gone with the Dr. nry Lee Smitt Jr of le rj ae eee . 
KTFI—Twin Falls, Idaho........... Charles Crabtree......Prod. Manager GQ 1artermaster Corps ° nwo — ee oA . wh ae Welles script, either before or after 
uartermas Ss row Iniversity whose re icro ; tc , } 
KTHS—Hot Springs, Ark .. John Prosser. .. General Manager beige AEE ~ - on oor = S| micre phoning. is not known at the 
KTMS—Santa Barbara Frank V. Webb Manager The National Defense Advisory Are You From?’ program on WOR- department, and his illness prevented 
‘ re ALG. ee eens . *. ¢ © WUD, ce ere ree ee anesd allan a ° i 2 | : : 
TOK Rates “3 = Commission, which has been spon- | Mutual is sponsored by Rex Cole,| any inquiries about his view of the 
KTOK—Oklahoma City............. HGrOld SATOVES. 2. cccccrcevecscccssese soring weekly programs of late, has has been called for active army serv- | material 
r A__W —_— r . - Mar ger : , So oe ° oe i : rial. 
KTSM—El | aso..... pe ceeeees -- Karl O. Wy Tee chy beads eee ana a vouthful radio division as part of | ice, forcing the series off the air 
KUTA—Salt Lake City verre . Peek Co EORTINBR bik 6k icsvess Manager its publicity set-up. Headed by Ber- after tonight’s (Wednesday) stanza. Ne Detroit Complaints 
KVOA -Tucson, Ariz....... ok. B Williams. 3 Manag er nie Schoenfeld. who was called ove! Smith, a First Lieutenant in the Detroit April 22 
KVOD—Denver ............ - William D. Pyle.............President +1. the Interior Department's ra- | Field Artillery, reports Friday (25) 7 See ha a 
KVOO—Tulsa Norvelle Slater Program Director | “)°™..") gs age e ned lat Ht Beace N.C No complaints on the broadcast of 
Oe i ee cee ee ' rei Manaver “0 division (his ‘Johnny Appleseed’ |-a! age, N. &. Orson Welles or the other Free 
KVSO—Ardmore, Okla...... ~Almert Riesen. ......6ssceccvvd lanagel show was done for the third time Because of Smith’s unique talent C ing } ' 
nals é _ > ear | SOV : I . ompany programs have been re- 
KWG—Stockton, Cal...........-+++- Dr. Rully Knoles. -Educ'l Advisor recently by Kete Smith). His aides he cannot be replaced on program. ion at war ‘wel saa caida: a 
MAO, LOU... cscs cee. .Ciarence Crosby. ceccvcce sREROr 1. ee Sees ae bee ih ne ‘ JR here, local o > 
: ste pial nee es ies . é include Dorothea Lewis, free-lance — — | CBS The Times. Detroit Hearst 
KXYZ—Houston ........... .Charles Nethery. Program Director riot writer. and John F “ty. f Cty Ve 
rc ae : ag ae ; cript writer, and vonn finerty, for- | paper, is joining in the general hue 
KYSM—Mankato, Minn tay Schwartz beeeces. MNABET ° e 
" aig aaa let —— alae ee m= mer agency idea man more recently d crv the eff< to hit Welle 
KYUM—Yuma, Ariz V. G. Ackers Manage! : rizona far y In an ry m we rt to h les 
_ eae hei i il ie eo _ with National Resources Planning 4 eo fe ly h the Free Compar.v 
KYW—Philadelphia ...... EI FO sacs ciedencaes Manage! tenn , A. e a - mpa . 
: mara, ~ 7 “ick s 7V9er ) y 
WAGA—Atlanta ............ .. Earle Pudney Program Directo: — . - ae yagioe ‘<, manager of betieper 
rt ier «oes © Bernard Mork Heist Manager _ A group from KTAR. Phoenix said *nat he ad requested a copy of 
WALA—Mobile Jack Bridges Studio Director The Selective = ce organization, | Ariz, is coming to New York next | last Sunday’s broadcast from Colum- 
phe apie : - : sal ti oats —— da teathas 3: ion : u » wf ite iad 22 nat eae Wed Jay (3¢ r +o he bia and would scan it to see if there 
WAML—Laurel, Miss .Hugh Smith Manager Which at its peak had ae : weenesca www eneon é‘ 
WAPO—Chattanooga _R. G. Patterson a Manager Programs O1 the air weekly, is de-| for agency time buyers at the Bilt-| on = ling sub ersive in i 
WAVE—Louisville Harry Lukins Educational Director Centralizing its radio operations. B more hotel Reactio lor any eemed » be that 
= oe eee He ates Major Ernest Culligan, who has beer - ¢. +} 1] all folks who hadn’t known about the 
WBAL—Baltimore ........ ; : Cc. Burke ee Manager * : , ; a ‘ For favors there will be : gallon Free Comparv vrograr , a 
= — Occing nNubiic relations inaice > I j Y proerafry vere voing 
WBAP—Ft. Worth.......... ..H. C. Southard.... Manager DOSsing pUdilc elations, — and colored kerchiefs, a cowboy ee anil % Pig ae 
mn rst \A ‘ y I re may ft some expansion 1n tn — ee a 1? a ils zs . Start ning to f ry reverse yf 
WBCM—Bay City, Mich .. Fred Kilian Program Manage! : ere may be . , ©“ | quartet will entertain and the feed intent af the Heard ettact It d 
y oA rh > } SAeene Wesramn) yy wav Riar oe TutTUre Since raak Willi ye called on 1) e followed bv the Sia nee p rn yT iea itt } 
WBEN-WEBR—Buffalo -- Edgar Janet hi “> ’ ai this summer to eat its ‘very ef- pada 2 os here it's like telling a small boy, who 
‘larksbur r. Vi ( *Whorter soe MUSIC irector |“ aaa ai os : travelog on Arizona, : ‘ ; 
cane ees, ws Fe : se a aa join E gi. i: € fective’ work in € >xpl aining detail ™ vies wouldn't have thoucht of it himself 
‘erre aut ‘ence Nlorgan......f#aucl Advisor $ * a dbigier ae is iin nage 
7 = - eae igen pigs - G el Man: of the second draft (for youths whe not to push beans up his nose 
WBRC- Birmingham pak J.C. Bell. avacche 0th Ree oer > ete have become 21 since regist tration ake time available eratis { . ——- 
WBRE- Wilkes-Barre ..... ... Louis Baltimore............ President last October) es c€ rag avaliabie ," - 1S ye 1e ‘Sponsored’ by Welles 
wa 7! : " yYamara -rograr anager — ; : PF reasury department defense bon , 
WBZ WEGA—BOMON 4606555 65000058 pong McNamara... .} | era n Mar al I Monetary limitations have kept eee A Qe son, anaad Aorii = j Albany, N. Y., April 22 
WCAE—Pittsburgh ................. Clifton Daniels. ....Program Director the Tr easury Department from going P ymotio PS ing Apri 3, Hearst’s Times Union carried 
WCBS—Springfield, Tll.........+++++5 Jack Heintz. ........++. ‘Manager |». far as it would like toward build. | Ut if te han rs bye py adver- | Jocal story referring to opposition 
WCBT—Roanok: Falls, N. C......+++ Thomas Williams. ........... Manager up a radio division to promote tising the broadcasters will get their | to radio plays ‘sponsored’ by Orson 
; ee . ins : share > ; i ek + ~ 
WCFL—Chicago ......0..-ssescceee Maynard Marquardt seeeeeees Manager | we sale of war savings stamps and share. Recommendation for pur | Welles and ‘his Free Company of 
WCOA—Pensacola, Fla..........+0% Irving Welch..........++++.- Manager tense bonds. Vincent Callahan, ©D#S¢ of time is before the budget! Actors.’ (Welles and his group have 
WCOL—Columbus ............++++: Edward Bronson. ...Program Director most recently with WBZ and WWL officials, who probably will seek a/ broadcast on the Sunday block only 
. " - ° . sal} : d “see a 4% =1y > ante J sttt . : 
WCOS—Columbia, S. C..........+. Roy Powell..... Bee a wet seee: manager hen os Recittante Chastes 2. Citiaeiat supplemental fund to get citizens to! once. The Free Company and it 
WCSH—Portland, Me........cs.ece04 Albert W. Smit! Program Director Sermeriy with privaie prem quent loan money with which to meet | stars change weekly.) 
WDAF—kKansas City................ Harry J. Kaufmann....Program Dil ante Mace ond éocmer special costs of defense efforts. ae 
» y..? . Lec 4 2rris a : PC iz ° 
WIA YP OTeG, NW. TD. occas ccvsvcess Howard Nelson....Program Manage! events director of WBRZ. end Irvin The first program plugging the (Hearst newspaper crack that has # 
WDEL—Wilmington .............-- Harvey Smith.. Manager eae ‘ coeenaieih senate renee Resis- new investments goes on the air Sat- | occasioned the most comment in con- 
WDSU—New Orleans Se ae ee William Elliot. ‘ Production Manager potable Division be ioe aeenbie De. urday (26) via Columbia’s ‘Report to nection with this campaign to smear 
WEAN—Providence ............-+++ Malcolm S. Parker........Supervisor| - oy is acting for the ferelan the Nation,’ while 16 different web| Orson Welles because of his film 
WEAU—Eau Claire. Wis........---- Loren Bridges. Manager | Pat a oe programs have been booked during ‘Citizen Kane’ appeared in the N. Y. 


. Generel Manager Janguage stations. 


WEBC—Superior, Wis............-- Walter Bridges. a the 10 days of the drive. Probable | Jowrnal-American. Somebody ws 

WEED—Rocky Mount, N. C . Thomas Snow den. cones .Manager | Treasury's Position |President Roosevelt will start the! quoted as saying ‘the very name of 

WEEU-WRAW~—Reading, Pa ee ae Program Director Until Congress loosens the purse- | ball rolling, though arrangements! the series, “The F -e Comipany’ 
(Continued on page 33) i string radio will be expected to are still incomplete | sounds Communistic.’) 


é in. oo fi 4 ‘ ‘ 4 
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McKesson & Robbins Places Spiels 
On WOR for Calox Toothpowder 


Gotham biz was sluggish this past 
week, with impending daylight sav- 
ing time contributing to the falling 
off of new eccounts felt by stations 
generally. 

The newspaper PM, which accepts 
no advertising, bought time on 
WMCA, WOR and WQXR. 

WHN: Welch Grape Juice Co., 
through H. W. Kastor & Sons, an- 
nouncements, 15-week contract; Na- 
tional Inheritance Co. of New York 
City, through Miller Advertising 
Agency, announcements; United Shoe 
Exchange, through Klinger Advertis- 
ing Agency, station break announce- 
ments, 52-week contract. 

WINS: Utilities Engineering Insti- 
tute (welding course), direct, quer- 
ter-hour program starting April 18; 
Jacob Ruppert Brewery, through 


Ruthrauff & Ryan, ‘Ruppert’s Sports | 


Reporter,’ five-minute program, six 
times weekly starting April 14. 
WMCA: Crawford Clothes, through 
Al Paul Lefton Co., Inc., nine-week 
contract starting April 20 for 33 
quarter-hour programs weekly, three 
45-minute programs weekly, 1 one- 
hour program weekly and 1 half- 


hour program weekly; Peter Breidt | 
Brewing Co., through A. W. Lewin | 
half-hour pro-| 


Co., Inc., renewal, 
gram; five-week contract; Osgilivie 
Sisters Sales Corp., through Mears 
Adv., Inc., three times 
Antoinette Donnelly program 


week contract. 

WNEW: Crawford Clothes, 
B. Kennedy,’ quarter-hour program, 
two weekly; Sachs Furniture & 
Radio Co. of Newark, through Hebert 
Adv. Agency, ‘Sparkling Rhythm,’ 
quarter-hour progrem, six weekly; 
Par Beverage Co., through Erwin, 
Wasey & Co., ‘Make Believe Ball- 
room,’ quarter-hour program, three 
weekly; Kent Stores, Inc., through 
S. R. Leon, Inc., quarter-hour, pro- 
gram, three weekly; Canadian Fur 
Corporation, participation on ‘Start 


the Day Right,’ seven times weekly, | 


perticipation on ‘David Lowe's Pro- 
gram,’ quarter-hour, seven weekly, 
five-minute E.T.’s and 


five weekly. 

WOR: The publication PM, through 
Harry A. Berk, ‘Ed Fitzgerald, quer- 
ter-hour program, seven 
weekly; Greenwich Bank, through 
Metropolitan Advertising Co., Inc., 


weekly on) 
13- | 
week contract; the publication PM, | 
through Harry A. Berk, Inc., 18 one- | 
minute announcements weekly four- | 


‘John 


participation | 
on ‘Music Hall,’ 20-minute period, | 


times | 


renewal, ‘Uncle Don’; McKesson & 
| Robbins, Inc. (Calox toothpowder), 
through J. D. Tarcher & Co., three 
Station breaks weekly; Johnson & 
Johnson (Tek toothbrushes), through 
Ferry-Hanly, seven spot announce- 
ments weekly. 

| WQXR: The publication PM 
through Harry A. Berk, Inc., 72 spot 
announcements; C. Gunther (fur- 
| riers), through Eileen Cumming As- 
sociates, 14 spot announcements; 


2 


'M & M Candy Coming Up 


Lord & Thomas is making avail- 
ability inquiries for a new account, 
M & M Candy Co., of Newark. 

Interest centers around chain- 
breaks and transcribed announce- 
ments, 


| 


~ 40°, INCREASE 
OVER 140 


Manhettan Institute of Accountancy | 


(home study course), direct, five spot | 
Inc., | 


}announcements; Car Service, 
through Howard Ketcham, Inc., five 
spot announcements. 


LATENT LINIT LOOKS 
LIKELY LOCALLY 





Linit (Corn Products Corp.) has 
snapped out of a long hibernations 
as far as radio is concerned and is 
scouting the field for some package 
buys. It’s talking about using four 
midwest markets and possibly New 
England. 

The queries, made through the C. 
L. Miller agency, are for news pro- 
grams, participation programs and 
chainbreaks. 





Big Local Package Deal 


Buffalo, N. Y., April 22. 

Largest time contract ever signed 
by a local account has just been 
placed with WEBR, local NBC blue 
outlet, by Adam, Meldrum & Ander- 
son department store. It calls for 
350 minutes a week of news, shop- 
ping hints and musical programs. 
Deal represents a_ substantial in- 
crease over the store’s expenditure 
for the previous year. 

Three different programs involved 
lin the new contract are Cy King’s 
twice-daily, six-days-a-week news 
program; Ruth Paige’s twice-daily, 
six-weekly, 15-minute shopping spiel, 
and Pete Krug’s five-a-week, 30- 
minute recorded dance band series. 
All three of Buffalo’s largest depart- 
|ment stores are now using radio ex- 
tensively, but with special appropria- 
| tions in addition to the budget for 
newspaper edvertising, not  sub- 
tracted from it. WEBR is owned by 
‘the Buffalo Evening News. 
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“i'm the Winged Plug—pulling more of Greater Cin- 
cinnati’s 800,000 women and girls into more of its 3,009 
groceries and 800 drug stores. Right now, sponsors are 
using my pull 231% quarter hours during the week. 


And that, my friends, is proof of the 
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San Antonio, April 22. 

Units took an upward swing in the 
local and national spot division as 
‘the local baseball season got under 
way Sunday (13). Network units re- 
mained at an even keel. 

KABC reports a 40% increase in 
biz over last year. Several other 


stations are crowded for time. With 
time changes just a week off, net- 
work outlets here find very few 
openings for sustainers. 

KONO: Grapette Bottle Co. 16 
announcements per day, direct; Elks 
Club Bull Fight, total of 51 an- 
|'nouncements for four days; All-O- 
| Tex Rug Co., one announcement per 
day; Broadway Auto Supply Co., 
1,000 announcements; A. B. Spencer 
& Son, for Lowe Bros. Paints, 300 
announcements; Alamo Paint & 
Wallpaper Co., 101 announcements 
|for Texolite products; Stark Bros. 
| Accordion School, renewal for one 
|year, one quarter-hour program per 
week; Wolff-Marx Department Store, 
through Pitluk, 15 announcements 
|for their Texas Day Sale; Calpini, 16 
announcements per day for 20 days; 
Modern Radio Co., ar. addition of 
seven announcements per day for 
one month; Reefer-Galler Co., for No 
Moth, through Joske Bros. Store, 30 
announcements, via McCabe Agency. 

KABC: Quarter hour, Monday 
through Friday, of Devotional with 
Rev. Neal Ellis; Akers Funeral 
Home, one-hour special Easter sun- 
rise broadcast; Line Up Program, 
|five minutes preceding each ball 
game to A. B. Poe Motor Co.; Sun- 
shine Laundry, one announcement 
per day; Milam Chevrolet Co., quar- 
ter-hour newscast daily; Jorie Fur- 
niture Co., and Knowlton’s Dairy, 
participating announcements in 
|Baseball Warmup; San _ Antonio 
Seven-Up Bottling Co., three base- 
ball games (General Mills, co-spon- 
sors, also three games this week); 
| American Service Co., for Coolera- 
tor, two quarter-hours per week 
with the ‘Musical Buddies’; Adams- 





Noonan Investment Co., 104 five- 
|minute programs; Elks Club Bull 
|; Fight, 60 announcements; Crowley 


| . 
Feed Co., five quarter-hour programs 


|} per week with the ‘Crowley Musical 
| Millers’; Shepards Laundry, through 
| Pitluk, daily five-minute program; 
| renewal for one year of the Clover- 
bloom Quartet, quarter-hour pro- 
gram per week, through the Texas 
State Network, via Lord & Thomas. 

WOAI: Renewal, Burris Mill & 
Elevator Co., for Light Crust Flour, 
through Roland Broiles Co., one 
year of quarter-hour programs Mon- 
day through Friday over the Texas 
Quality web of the ‘Light Crust 
Doughboys’; Jax Beer Co., through 
Anfenger Advertising Co., five-min- 
ute sportcast five times per week for 





THIS WEEK 
AND LAST 





(Each week Variety publishes 
in leading markets. 1 ! 
lof: (1) wmportance; (2) existence 
ability and reliability of data, A 
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VARIETY 
RADIO INDEX 


NOW AND A 
YEAR ACO 


reports of radio time placeients 


These markets are selected from the standpoint 


of normal competition; (3) avail- 
unit system ts followed in com- 


| puting network, local and national spot radio advertising activity, 


|The totals are for markets, not for individual stations. 
correspond to the clock, the measurement fundamental of radio. 
That is to say, an hour’s sponsored program counts as 00 units, A 
half hour ts 30 units. Each spot announcement counts as one unit.) 


The units 
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DETROIT TAPERS OFF | 


Units Recede Following Boom—BB 
May Offset Losses 





Detroit, April 22. 

After hanging up one of the big- 
gest gains of the year, natural re- 
cession set in here this week for the 
area's six stations. Hardest hit was 
the national spot category, which 
took a skid of better than 6 percent, 
with no compensations elsewhere in 
the groupings. 

Advent of baseball has meant some 
switching around on the stations since 
WWJ, carrying the games locally for 
General Mills and Socony-Vacuun,, | 
meant a move-over of Quaker Oats 
and Phillips Chemical to WXYZ. 

In the main, baseball probably will | 
shortly bolster the entire picture 
here since most of the present week’s 
skids comes from one of the smaller 
stations with the majors remaining |! 
firm on their previous gains and 
ready to improve on them. 

WWJ: Crowley, Milner & Co., de- 
partment store, ‘Shoppers’ Quiz,’ 15 








minutes, five weekly, 13 weeks, 
through Aircasters, Inc. 
| Comparative Unit Count a 
% of 
April19 April12 Change 
| Network 9,189 9,280 — 1 
| Local . 413,728° 14,110 —2.7 
Nat’! Spot.. 4,547 4,851 —5.3 
Total ...... 27,458 28,241 —2.8 
(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJBL. 


WJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 


KFH, Wichita, Baseball 


Wichita, Kans., April 22. 


Radio station KFH, CBS outlet, | 
will again broadcast major league 
baseball games this season with 


Larry Stanley giving play-by-play 
account. 

General Mills, Inc. and Lever 
Brothers, are co-sponsors. 





five months with Pat Flaherty; S. H. | 


| Kress Co., direct, between April 26 
and May 9, 24 100-word announce- 
ments; Hecker Products Co., for Shi- 
nola, through Benton & Bowles, re- 
newal for one year of ‘Lincoln High- 
| way’ over the NBC network. ; 

Comparative Unit Count —_—| 


% of 


April 19. April 12. Change. 
Network 6,160 6,225 — 
| ere 10,051 8,715 +15.3 
Nat'l Spot.. 2,134 1,734 +23.1 
eee 18,345 16,674 +10 
(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, 


ATSA, WOAI) 





Sponsors Boyce House 
Fort Worth, April 22. 


Sunday afternoon quarter-hour pro- 
grams 
April 27. Boyce House, 
Give You Texas’ column appears in 
over 200 Texas newspapers, will be 
on the series which will bear the 
same title as his newspaper column. 
Material will consist of news and 
gossip by the widely-traveled House. 

Evans & LeMay is the 





agency. 


Justin Boot Co. has signed for 26 | 


through KGKO, beginning | 
whose ‘I | 


local | 


ithing to talk about as 


NEWS ON WMAQ 
FOR LOOK MAG. 


Chicago, April 22. 

New business around town last 
week fell off to a smatter, with most 
of the stations not able to find any- 
far as new 
contracts are concerned. They all 
state that March was one of the big- 
gest months in the history of the 
business and that April has much 
hold-over trade from that month, 





| but there is little added time-selling 


going on at present. 

Stations are readying for the reg- 
ular seasonal fall-away of local, na- 
tional spot and network business with 
the advent of daylight-saving time. 


| Already the salesmen are scurrying 
|around town trying to scare up cus- 


tomers for the to-be-vacated time, 
and as much of the offerings is of 
extremely valuable time, it is likely 
that most will be snapped up by sea- 
sonal advertisers. 

WMAQ showed the best action of 
the week on new contracts, signatur- 
ing Look magazine to a twice-weekly 
15-minute news shot through the 
Raymond Spector agency, and Lon- 
gines-Wittnauer Watch Co. to 
30-minute period of recorded sym- 
phonic music on Thursdays for 10 
shots, through the Arthur Rosenberg 
agency. 


a new 








Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 

April19 April 12 Change 

Network 9,835 9,885 —0.5 
Local ..... 6,788 6,802 —O0.2 
Nat’l Spot.. 11,550 11,522 1.0.2 
_ | 28,173 28,209 —0.1 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, 


WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 
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Compo Company 
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Processed and Pressed 


Vertical or Lateral 


Lachine, Montreal, Canada. 
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DOUBLE % ON SHOW SALES 











DEPT. STORE ON WMAL | suson (renewal) “University hee FRISCO RIDES ANCHOR SENS ATION MAY 
H S. Kann & Sons’ 8-Week Centract—| times a week, 25 times, through Kal; Little Change in Unite—Nat’s Spot 


Men’s Shop to WRC Capitol Fur Co., seven spots a week, Still Tops 


oe |18 weeks, through Kal (renewal): | es 
Washington, April 22. | E. P. Hinkle & Co. (rug cleaning), San Francisco, April 22. EXIT FOR HEAT 
New business for WRC-WMAL, | | Timekeeper, seven times weekly, 70 Not much action hereabouts the 


NBC twins in the nation’s capital, as times, through Ferguson. ‘past week. Units stuck pretty close 

















follows for the week of April 10: | WMAL: S. Kann & Sons (depart-!to the previous week’s count, with | ‘ nog — 
éotumainins . o sensation cigarets 4 : rj 
WRC: 975 Optical Co., Timekeeper, | a ae a yp Patron Maas national spot showing the best total. likely aaa tet hr pone ele 
-Loadi f Stati three times weekly, for 50 ti — po meer P| | Comparative Unit Count | ee emmene, bok “weed 
Over-Loading o tations cies tite Geden, Gee ested Hinkle & Co. (rug cleaning), seven St for the summer, but the final word 
° ge : S rs, base- | , , " io ® will come from the : id: 
With Quickie Announce- ball scores, six times a week, 25! as & TO, © walks, Gene See i avect the fdhoems 


, ) Ferguson. April 19. April 12. Change. (25). Decision will affect the Liberty 
ments Recognized as aj/times, through Kaufman; Griffith |" "° | Network .. 10,912 10,947 —.3' Short Short Story series running on 


: Consumers (coal and fuel), Time- |\Local ...... 3,361 3,335 +8 | 25 stations : 
ral Problem—S 7 , , ¥-5 25 stations, the Army Camp News on 
Genera Save tation keeper, 100 spots, over a one- -year | Theodore Corday, whose previous Nat'l Spot.. 2,007 1,895 +5.9 | WFBL, Syracuse, the ‘Don’t Be Per- 
in Louisville Area Works period, through Lewis; Old Colony | connections have been strictly legit, | Total rere 16,280 16,177 +9.6 sonal’ quiz on the CBS Pacific net- 
Out Practical Counter-Of-| Laundry, Timekeeper, three times | is now with the NBC production de- | (Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, work and another quiz on the 














if 
i 7 
| 
weekly, for 100 times, through Fer- i ae He directed such Broad- KSFO) Yankee Network. i 
fensive to Attract Program guson (renewal); Stanley Horner,! way plays as ‘Suzannah and the | The Friends and Union Leader to- i 
Sponsorship | Inc. (Buick motors), seven spots | Elders,’ “Tanyard Street’ and ‘Tortilla R. C. Foster of Boston, is sales rep | bacco spot e»mnaigns are already set if 
weekly for four weeks, through Fer-! Flat.’ of new WMUR, Manchester, N. H. '!to continue through the summer. : 
—— = 
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By S. A. CISLER 
General Manager, WGRC 
Louisville, April 22. 


Reading VaARIETY’s comments of 

April 16 on whether or not radio WE'RE O 

is overloaded with announcements, J 

WGRC, speaking as a local station 

with a network affiliation, agrees j 305 180 

ments locally that have worked out £ a 

quite satisfactorily in increasing our 

total billings from programs instead *« 
of announcements. Perhaps these 

may be of interest to others: 


wholeheartedly with your viewpoint. 

We have conducted several experi- 
1. We pay salesmen 20% com- 
mission on programs and 10% 














ee ee Our rural programs reflect our genuine interest in the lives of these families and 
tnough said. 

2. We raised announcement rates | show that we make every effort we know how to understand the needs and 
to where they are practically : 

one-third or more of the time | wishes of our rural, as well as our urban, audience. 


charge for 15 minutes. } 
3. We reduced the time charge | 
on 15-minute programs to a point 
that would permit a client to 
buy talent, special transcriptions, 48 2G OF WwLw’ AUDIENCE is A a 
or other material for making * O S$ 


raw time productive 











proximately two-thirds of our bill- 
ing being on programs and one- LW EVOT a 24 OURS PER WwW K 
third on announcements. WwW D E H EE 
reason why more programs aren't | 
sold is, first, that the time is entirely | 
tion. This expensive time forces an | 91.7% OF THIS TIME 1S PRODUCED FROM 
advertiser either into running too | 

' T 
out, or leads him to demand a tre- | THE STUDIOS OF THE NATION $ 10 
mendous amount of results in a short | 


These things have resulted in ap- 
| 
To my way of thinking, the greater 
| SPECIFICALLY TO ITS RURAL LISTENERS~ 
too expensive on the average sta- 
short a contract for radio to work 
time. 


However, getting back to the too 
many announcements curse, the} 
chief fault lies with stations having 
too low announcement rates and too 
high program charges to salesmen 
who take the easiest way out and 
sell nothing but announcements, or 
to stations with program depart- 
ments that are unable to whip up 
an inexpensive show with person- 
ality. 





j Recently, we have gone on an- 
other tack in selling local accounts 
against a newspaper monopoly loc- 
ally. We are selling accounts on| 
buying a large bulk of time to back | 
up a big sales promotion for one or 
two days. Our best example of this 
is getting a used car dealer who 
planned to spend considerable money 
in newspaper ads to use seven 15- 
minute programs and 10 announce- 
ments all in one day. It was suc 
cessful enough to lead him to sign 
a similar promotion once monthly 
for a year. This theory has now P . + ° * 

Seen sccm tax Gees teak at *Based on number of radio homes in WLW Nighttime merchandiseable area. 
business with gratifying results as 
is best evidenced by renewal con- 
tracts. 


The average station has thought 
that if they could sell a client one 
announcements per day for six . 
months that they were into radio ‘ ; cs ; 
with both feet. The station however fe 
Overlooked the tendency of the . 4 
sponsor to plot the results from that 
single announcement a day against 
what a single ad would have brought 


~39 * av g oe 
in a newspaper—even though the WA Vhlerchantlise-ablé 
radio cost is spread over three W00 


months and the newspaper ad ran in 


a period of 12 hours. . 
It is our feeling that consistency 
Pays in programs, but for down to 


earth selling, a local account should 
use a large number of programs per 
day backed up by announcements. 








REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamerican Broodcasting & Television Corp. Chicago — WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. San Francisco — International Radio Soles. 
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Gains in Des Moines Maintained 


As April Betters Jan. and Feb. 


ee 


Des Moines, April 22. 

March shows a nice gain over| 
February and April is expected to do 
even better. January and February 
were a little slow on local business 
in Des Moines, compared with last 
year, but it was evidently only tem- 
porary. 

WHO: Studebaker Corp., through 
Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham, 32 
periods of 15 minutes each, three a 
week, ‘Studebaker Champions,’ by 
et: Waltham Fountain Pen Co., 
through United Adv., two periods of 
15 minutes each (‘Prairie Melodies’), 
one period of 14 minutes (Iowa 
Barn Dance Frolics’), one period of 
five minutes and one announcement 
of 100 words; General Foods Corp. 
(Grape Nuts), through Young & 
Rubicam, 115 periods of 15 minutes 
each, five a week (‘As the Twig Is 
Bent’), by et; Hulman & Co, (Clab- 
ber Girl), through Pollyea Adv. Co., 
39 announcements of 30 words each, 
three a week; Simon & Schuster, 
through Northwest Radio, three pe- 
riods of five minutes each, three a 
week (‘Low Cost Homes’) by et; 
Wesley Radio League (Rev. John 
Zoller), through Stanley G. Boyn-| 
ton Aircasters, 52 periods of 30 min- 
utes each (‘America Back to God’) 
by et; Peters Hatchery, through 
Coles, Inc., three periods of 15 min- 
utes each (‘lowa Barn Dance Fro- 
lic’); Pioneer Hybrid Corn Co., 
through Wallace Adv., 156 periods of 
10 and 15 minutes each, news three 
days a week (renewal); Penn To- 
baceo Co., through H. M. Kiesewet- 
ter, 156 periods of 10 and 15 min- 
utes, news three days a week (re- 
newal); Chrysler Corp. (Dodge di- 
vision), through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
seven announcements, one minute 
each; Luther Ford & Co. (Mrs. Stew- 


art’s Bluing), through Campbell- 
Mithun, two announcements of one 
minute each; Interstate Bakeries 


Corp. (Butternut bread), through R. 
J. Potts & Co., 585 or more an- 
nouncements, 30 seconds, six a week, 
floating time; Pfaff Baking Co., 
through Wallace Adv., 39 periods (or 
more) of 10 minutes each, three a 
week, news; General Cigar, through 
Federal Adv., 26 periods of 15 min- 
utes each, two a week (‘Answer 
Man’) by et; Lincoln Airplane & 
Flying School, through Buchanan- 
Thomas, 24 announcements of 200 
words each, six a week. 

Bunte’ Bros., through Presba, 
Fellers & Presba, 16 periods of 100 
words each; Sargent & Co. (Sargent 
feeds), through Fairall & Co., 100 
announcements of 65 words each, six 
a week; Clarence Erickson of Chi- 
cago Gospel Tabernacle, Chicago, 
sold direct for six quarter-hour pro- 
grams per week, t.f.; Iowa Tractor & 
Implement Co. (Ford tractors), 
through Weston-Barnett, 78 periods 
of 15 minutes each, three a week 
(farm news). 

KSO: Iowa Packing Co., through 
Coolidge Advertising, 76 announce- 
ments; Superior Oil Co., direct, 13! 


_ announcements; 


Blue Barrel Soap, 
through Sidney Garfinkel, partici- 
pation on Helen Watts Schreiber 
program; Lowe Paint, direct, daily 
announcements; R. J. Reynolds To- 
bacco Co., through Wm. Esty & Co., 
daily announcements; Coca-Cola, di- 
rect, 15 minutes (‘Singing Sam’); H. 
E Sorenson Co., 
Battenfield, daily five-minute news; 
Iowa Ford Dealers, through Mc- 
Cann-Erickson, chain break 
nouncements; Spark Soap Powder, 
| through Sidney Garfinkel, daily par- 


| ticipation, Helen Watts Schreiber 
program; Waltham Pens, through 
United Advertising, five minutes 


daily (‘Melody Hour’); Fruit Grow- 
ers’ Exchange, through Paulsen- 
Gerlach & Associates, three-per- 
week participation, Helen Watts 
Schreiber program. 


Comparative Unit Count | 








% of 

April 19. April 12. Change. 

Network 7,540 7,635 —1.2 
Pere 3,476 3,418 +1.7 
Nat’) Spot.. 3,014 2,847 +5.9 
Tetal ...... 14,630 13,900 +0.9 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 





WDAF UP 20% OVER ’40 


K. C. Blues on KCKN, WREN—Soft 
Drinks Prominent 








Kansas City, April 22. 
Spring radio market is more than 
holding its own, Dean Fitzer, man- 
ager of WDAF, red net affiliate and 
air outlet of the Kansas City Star, 
stated commercial status of his sta- 
tion is 20°) ahead of same period last 
year. Station is set solid until mid- 
summer, and is commercial 67% of 
its 127 hours on the air per week. 
Other stations are also on the solid 
side, with little indicated break until 

the advent of daylight saving time. 
Baseball entered’ the picture this 
week with the broadcast of games of 
the Kansas City Blues in the Ameri- 
can Association by Walt Lochman. 
These go out over KCKN, Kansas 
City, Kans., and WREN, Lawrence, 
Kans., and will have their effect on 

the national spot rating of KCKN. 
KCMO: Canada Dry Ginger Ale, 
two announcements daily, five days 
per week, 10 weeks, and Sparkling 
Water, 10 announcements weekly, 13 
weeks, placed by J. M. Mathes Co.; 


Euclid Candy Co., three announce- | 


ments weekly, 26 weeks, direct; Man- 





hattan Soap renewed its five times 
weekly quarter-hour with Miss Q 
for another 13 weeks. 
| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
April19 April12 Change | 
Network 6,665 6,805 — 2. 
Local ..... 6,100 5,123 +19.1 
Nat’l Spot.. 6,883 6,452 + 6.7 
pe 19,648 18,380 + 6.9 
(Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, 


KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 
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G0 ON 400,000 VACATIONS 
in CrbradTW\S SUMMER! 


@ During June, July and August, 400,000 vacationists from 
the top layer of Midwestern and Southwestern buying power 
will spend an average of $150,000 a day in the Pikes Peak 
region of Southern Colorado. 


They’re the class of 
to find. Go along with 
Colorado. Sell them ove 


CBS Affiliate. 10 





buyers you’re always trying hardest 
these liberal spenders to Southern 
r the station this region depends on 
the year round for its favorite radio entertainment, informa- 
tion and news. 
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COLORADO. 
SPRINGS 


00 Watts — Day AND NIGHT 


REPRESENTED BY THE KaTz AGENCY, INC. 
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Dunlop (Seeds) for Radio | 


Young & Rubicam is working on a 
spot announcement campaign for | 
Dunlop Milling Co. (Challenger | 
Seeds). 

The account just came into the | 
house. 


Chrysler Motors’ 
_ Annonncements to 
2 Denver Stattons 


through Walter | 





Denver, April 23. 
Sale of the week went to KFEL for 
three helf-hours weekly. six months, 
by the Casa Manana restaurant. 
KFEL: Casa Manana, three half- 
hours weekly. six months: Cramer's 
Foot Comfort Shop, through Ted 
Levy, three five-minutes weekly, one 
vear: Firestone Tire & Rubber Co., 
five announcements: Sportland Golf 
and Driving Range, seven spots; 
Treasure Chest, 100 announcements: 
Vacuum Cleaner Supply Co., 13 an- 
nouncements: announcement service 
to Anderson-Harrington Coal 
Tremont Drug, Ralph L. Stites Coal 
Co., Owens Coal Co., National Savol 


Co., McFarland Plumbing Co., An- | 


Co.. Max Goldber¢s 
Berkeley Cocktail 


derson Motor 
Harness Shop, 


| Lounge, Anderson Photogravh Stu-| 
| dio, Carventer Oil Co., D. C. Burns | 


| Realty Co., Everlast Cleaners. Ar- 
| gonaut Garages. Archenhold Type- 


‘writer Co., and Evettes Beauty Shop. | 


| KOA: Campbell-Sells Baking Co., 
| through Wooley-Hunter, five quarter- 
| hours weekly, 13 weeks: Johnson & 
Johnson, through Ferry-Hanly agen- 
cy, 77 chain breaks: Perfection Stove 


Co., through McCann-Erickson, 39 
ennouncements: Cottrill’s Clothing 
Co., through Robertson agency, 156 


quarter-hour newscasts: White Labo- | 


ratories, through Wm. Esty, eight an- 


nouncements: Chrvsler Corp., through | 


J. Stirling Getchell, six station breaks 
and announcements. 

KLZ: Doran Coffee Co., through 
Bette-Korber, 39 quarter-hours; Kel- 
logg Co., through Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt. 30 announcements: The Shaler 
Co., through Kirkgasser-Drew, seven 
spots: Dodge Motors, through Ruth- 


rauff & Rvan, seven announcements; | 


Chrysler Corp., through J. Stirling 


Getchell, nine spots; Bekins Moving | 


& Storage Co., 104 announcements; 
Ex-Lax, through Joseph Katz agen- 
ev, 250 announcements: Union Pacific, 
through the Caples agency, four an- 
nouncements weekly, one year. 

| Comparative Unit Count | 


% of 
April 19 April i2 Change 
Network 8,255 8,220 + 0.4 
BORE ...ks 4,659 4,778 —2.5 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,582 1,694 —6.6 | 
| Total ...... 14,496 14,692 — 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, 


KVOD) 


Barbasol Places 52 
Y, Hours on KHJ 


4 

| Los Angeles, April 22. 

| Pretty much of the same last week, 
with differentials slender 
|samer thread. Network 
showed slight gains. 


and local 
No alarm felt, 


however, as seasonal stagnancy has | 


set in. 

KHJ: Barbasol, 52 quarter-hour 
| periods, through Erwin, Wasey; 
|Globe Bottling, 156 quarter-hour 
| periods, through Edward McElroy; | 
|Dr. Floyd Johnson, 52 half-hour 
| periods, through Richard Connor: 


Seiberling Rubber, 24 quarter-hour 
periods, through Meldrum & Few- 
| smith; Maurice Ball (furs), 180 spots, 
{through Nellie Walsh: 
| stores, 60 announcements, through 
| J. Walter Thompson; Judge P. E. 
|Gardner, 26 half-hour periods, 
through Allied. 
| KNX: Consolidated Drug (Yeast 
Foam), 78 quarter-hour broadcasts 
of ‘Nightcap Yarns,’ through Benson 
& Dall; Survol, six participations in 
Fletcher Wiley combination. 

KFI: Hinds Honey & Almond 
cream, 112 announcements, through 
William Esty; L. A. Evening Herald- 
| Express, 52 half-hour broadcasts of 
‘When Presses Roar’ (renewal of 
trade deal); Par soap, 39 quarter- 
| hour broadcasts of transcribed ‘Meet 





| 
| 
| 
| 











| the Missus,’ through Tomaschke- 
Elliott. 
| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
April 19 April 12 Change 
| Network .. 12,814 12,774 +0.3 
| Local .. 8,589 8,571 +0.2 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,402 1,412 —0.7 
Oe 22,805 22,757 +0.2 
| (Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHdJ, 
KNX) 


Co., | 


as a gos-} 


Safeway | 


NEW PHILLY ACCOUNTS 


Highlight Buying—Sweet- 
heart Soap on Two 


Blurbs 


| 


Philadelphia, April 22. 


Philly market spotty this week, 
with activity concentrated in the 
spot announcement field. 

KYW: Manhattan Soap Co., 81 an- 
| nouncements, through Franklin 
| Bruck; Hulman Co. (haking pow- 
'der), 39 announcements, through 
|Pollyea Advertising; Arrow Stores 

(haberdashery), 13 announcements, 
through H. Feigenbaum; Beech-Nut 
Packing Co., 15 minutes daily on 
‘Musical Clock,’ 13 weeks, through 
Newell-Emmett; Greystone Califor- 
nia Wines, five-minute news broad- 
| cast. 13 weeks, through J. M. Korn. 
| WFIL: Robinson Chevrolet Co., six 

15-minute programs, 13 weeks, 
'through Philip Klein; Fox Weis Co. 
| (furs), 260 spots, through H. Feigen- 
| baum; Manhattan Soap Co., four par- 
ticipations weekly on Anice Ives pro- 
gram, 13 weeks, through Franklin 
Bruck: Yellow Cab Co., 52 spots, 
through Aaron & Brown; Wilbur 
Suchard (chocolate), 65 spots, 
through Gray & Rogers; R. J. Rey- 
nolds (tobacco), 65 spots, through 
Wm. Esty Co.; Lydia E. Pinkham Co. 
(medicine), 260 e.t. announcements, 
through Erwin, Wasey; Popular Sci- 
ence Magazine, 65 spots, through 
Joseph Katz; Pepsi-Cola Co., 273 an- 
nouncements, through Joseph Newell- 
Emmett: Philadelphia Transportation 
Co., 65 spots, through Aaron & Brown; 
Manhattan Soap Co., 39 spots, 
through Franklin Bruck: Land Title 
Trust Co., 65 spots, through Stewart- 
Jordan; Harry C. Kahn Co. (furni- 
ture), 155 spots, through Harry Ditt- 
man; Hurff’s Soups, 39 spots, through 
Falkner Arndt; Frank H. Fleer Corp. 
(Dubble Bubble Gum), 65. spots, 


through N. W. Ayer; Barbasol Co. | 


‘shaving cream), 78 e.t. 
ments, through Erwin, Wasey. 

| WBIG: Adams Clothes, 15-minute 
recorded show, 52 weeks, through J. 
M. Korn. 


O’Haire’s Pace Changes 
During 45 Mins. on WGY 


Schenectady, N. Y., April 22. 

Gene O’Haire has new 15-minute 
sports and e.t. music program 
mornings a week for Bond Clothes 
over WGY. This assignment, run- 
ning 44 weeks, through Neff-Rogow, 
will keep O’Haire on the air 45 con- 
| secutive minutes, with exception of 
a five-minute Esso News spot, ezch 
day—longest straight stint at WGY. 

O’Haire handles a 10-minute shot 
|for Griffin shoes, followed by a 
| quarter hour for Peter Paul Candies. 
On both these programs, he voice 
doubles with a comedy Negro char- 
acter, Syracuse. 


Six 





| Red Book Mag’s Spots 


| Red Book is the latest magazine 


to for for a spot campaign. It's 
buying a package of 10 of them to| 
be run off over a period of two 


weeks, starting April 30. 
| Joseph Katz is the agency. 


announce- | 


LOCAL AND SPOT 
UNITS SOCKO 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Apri] 22. 

Healthy jump in local and national 
spot counts here last week. Airing 
of International League baseball 
games by WCBM helped latter classi- 
fication, and push for retail biz, by 
local stores interested in attracting 
slew of defense workers recently 
added to population here, upped 
local count. Telephone Co., bought 
al] around for its new directory set 
to come out soon and Gardner 
Nurseries continued to renew its 
widespread coverage via five-minute 
airings. 

WBAL: Gardner Nurseries, through 
Northwest Radio, renewed three five- 
minute shows a week; Pierce’s Medi- 
cine, Inc., through H. W. Kastor, ex- 
tended spot usage; Chesapeake & 
Potomac Telephone Co., daily spots; 
Ball Bros. Co., through Applegate 
Adv., 39 100-word spots. 


WCAO: Chesapeake & Potomac 
Telephone Co., daily spots; United 
Drug Co. (Rexall stores), through 
Spot Broadcasting, afternoon and 
evening quarter-hour recorded pro- 
grams. 

WCBM: Bennett Foods, through 
Theodore Newhoff, two five-minute 
shows a week; General Mills and At- 
lantic Refining, International League 
ballgames by remote at home and 
over wire when away. 

WFBR: Gardner Nurseries, through 
Northwest Radio, renewed five-min- 
| ute shows; Medical-Dental Exchange, 
through Henry Kaufman, participa- 
tions on Ralph Powers, a.m. show; 
|Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone 
|Co., participations; Chrysler Motors, 
|through J. Stirling Getchell, an- 
/nouncements for one year; National 
| Brewery, through D. Stuart Webs, 
renewed half-hour ‘Big Money Bee’; 
International Salt, through J. M. 
Mathes, participations on ‘Every 
Woman's Hour’; Simon & Schuster, 
through Northwest Radio, six spots a 








week. 
[Comparative Unit Count | 
™% of 
April 19. April 12. Change. 
Network 8,77 8,962 —2.1 
BiMOOE on kcacc 4,861 4,128 +-17.8 
Nat’] Spot.. 2,222 1,898 +17.1 
Tetal .... 15,860 14,988 + 5.8 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 


WFBR) 


PABST’S TEXAS SPORTS NEWS 
Fort Worth, April 

The Pabst Blue Ribbon Sports Re- 
view narrated by Zack Hurt started 
|}over Texas State Network 
heard for a quarter 
Monday through Saturday over 1 
TSN stations. 

Airings consist of nightly baseball 
| scores from the American, National 
|and Texas leagues, as well as news 
'from other sport fronts. 


99. 


and 
hour 


3 


is being 

















YY 


Y ty fy. 
WY, Vi, 
Le ecgggqn,,, 22m 


Uy. 


George PF. Hellingbery Company 


New Yorn -:- Chicage -~ Aticate 





Nationa! Representatives 





Froncisce -:- Los Angeles 


Uy 
be 


yi 
_ crite 

















Wednesday, April 23, 1941 


Ys 


RIETY 


29 





| FOOD FOR THOUGHT FOR ANY RADIO ADVERTISER | 


Why pay a la carte prices for 





your national radio coverage? 





ow often have you looked at a 

menu and noticed that although 
roast beef costs 80¢ a la carte, it’s yours 
with five other courses for only $1.00 
on the Blue Plate Dinner? This same 
modern merchandising technique is 
available to radio advertisers on the 
Blue Network of NBC through a sys- 
tem of ‘‘Blue Plate’’ discounts. 

Glance at the panel below for just 
an instant. It shows you how much 
these ‘‘Blue Plate’’ discounts save an 
advertiser who buys one half hour in 
the evening. Naturally the discount op- 
erates in a like manner for any other 
time unit you may select. 

Notice that when you add the first of 
your regional groups to the Basic Blue, 
you receive a discount of 5%*—not 
merely on the cost of the regional alone 
but on the $5,050.20 combined cost of 
Basic Blue plus regional group. Like- 
wise as you add new groups, your in- 
creased discount is always applied to your 
entire Blue Network instead of merely 






\\ Sales thru the 





to the added groups. The accumulated 
discounts can save you up to 20%, 
The Blue also provides the normal 
volume discounts and annual rebates 
given by other leading networks, but 
this system of Blue Plate discounts is 
exclusive with the Blue. It is offered 
to help our fast growing clients to ex- 
pand their networks with a minimum 


strain on their budgets. 


These exclusive NBC 

specials can save you up to 

20%...the more you order, 
the less you pay! 


These NBC ‘‘Blue Plate’’ discounts, 
plus the fact that Blue stations are 
located in the Money Markets where 
the nation’s buying income is centered, 
explain why the Blue enables advertis- 
ers to do a national advertising job at 
the lowest cost of any medium entering 
the home. 


NATIONAL BroapcasTiInG CoMPANY 
A Radic Corporation of America Service 


BIUE WORCUN AML) MOAR MATa ce 


m PLATE 


TOTAL 
YOU BUY STATIONS 
BASIC BLUE 30 
PLUS SOUTHERN 38 
PLUS SOUTHWESTERN 48 
PLUS MOUNTAIN $3 
PLUS PACIFIC 64 


PLUS BASIC BLUE SUPPS 98 


h. 


additional ]244% rebate on $2-week contracts. 





A TYPICAL TASTY DISH FOR ADVERTISERS ! 








ALACARTE BLUE PLATE BLUE PLATE 
COST DISCOUNT TOTAL 
#4, 560.00 

§,050.20 $% ($252.51) $4,797.69 
§,620.20 10% (562.02) §,058.18 
§,848.20 15% (877.23) 4,970.97 
6,669.00 20% (1,333.80) %$,335.20 
8,082.60 20% (1,616.52) 6,466.08 


Note: Volume Discounts have already been deducted from these prices. However, they are subject to an 
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Program of the Month! “SONG OF YOUR LIFE’’—Tuneful with Harry Salter’s famous brand 


of music... Dramatic with interesting stories about interesting people and the songs that have changed 


their lives. 


Hooper rating...On the BLUE NETWORK—9-9:30, N.Y.T., Saturday nights. 


eo, — 


_.M C’d by popular Ted Steele... A sure-fire commercial bet as evidenced by its last 
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Buenos Aires, April 22 
Federal intervention—long sought 
but still not forthcoming—is seen a 
more likely as a result of importa- 
tion of foreign bands by Radio Bel- 


largest stations. Members of the 
Asociacion General de Musicos de 
la Argentine have been on strike 
against the station for almost three 
months. 

Because station, owned by Jaime 
Yankelevich, is one of the leading 
users of talent, union claims it has 














Belgrano Strike In Third Month 


Musicians Union Raise Cry That Station Helps Nite 
Clubs Import Foreign Orchestras 


nite spots to share in hiring bands | 


from 


Chile, Brazil and Cuba. This 


hurts musicians who walked out of 
Belgrano following alleged violation 


|of contracts. 
grano (LR3) one of Argentine’s two | 


Embassy, top society nitery, has 
|Carlos Machado, formerly at the | 
'Casino Urea in Rio, in joint deal | 

with Belgrano. Outfit. while not 


WV) 


90,000 WATTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


















First 
in 


strictly jazz. plays U.S. dance stuff 
as well as sambas. 

Alyear Palace, local Waldorf, has | 
booked a Chilean band in conjunc- | 


tion with the station and the Ta-Ba- | 


used its power to get leading B.A.! Ris has signed the Lueconia Cuban 


Boys, Havana outfit, who dispense 
swing as well as congas in a tie-up 
with Belgrano. 
Armani, formerly at the Embassy, 

moving to Ciro’s 
Weersma, who left Ciro’s for a sum- 
mer spot at the Hotel Nogarro in 
Mar del Plata is still undecided and 
may open his own place. Both are 
union and without radio tie-ups as 
a result, it’s claimed. 

Several other deals of this char- 
acter are under way, according to 
union sources. Belgrano’s attitude 
is that it has the right to hire any- 
one it chooses, there being no local 
regulations against hiring of outside 
bands. Brazil and Chile have re- 
cently banned outside units. 

Walkout originally hinged on 
claim that Belgrano’s broadcast of 
dance programs after midnight Sat- 
urday deprived them of many dance 
jobs but has since been extended to 
include demands that station reor- 
ganize eight orchestras it fired and 
give recognition of union as bar- 
gaining agent. 


is 


| 
and Melle | 


ROCKEFELLER SNUBS HIM 


But Meandering Baritone Will Wow 


Latins Anyhow 
Washington, April 22. 

One-man ambassador of good will 
passed through Washington Monday 
(21) allegedly en route to South 
America—via Los Angeles. William | 
Wolf, a self-described baritone whose 
wanderlust has carried him 300,000 
miles in the past 15 years, stopped 
briefly in the nation’s capital to an- 


nounce his plans for. wooing the 
Latin Americas with song. He tried 


to see Nelson Rockefeller, coordina- 
tor of the Office for Coordination of 
Commercial and Cultural 
Between the American Republic, but 


| failed, and was ‘going on my own’ | 


anyhow to sing to the South Ameri- 
cans. He will return to Los Angeles 
before setting forth on the trip. 


Axis Jamming 
Theme of Paper 


By Ashbridge 





Sir Noel Ashbridge, Controller of 
Engineering for the British Broad- 
casting Corp., has issued a special re- 
port on Britain’s war-time short-wave 
transmissions, putting special em- 
phasis on jamming tactics of the 
Axis powers. Report incidentally 
offers suggestions for circumventing 
Nazi-Fascist radio saboteurs. 

Sir Noel expresses the view that 
BBC transmissions must be more ef- 
fective than Axis propagandists have 
been willing to admit since they go 
to the trouble of jamming them, espe- 
cially the French and Italian talks. 








CANADA EASES 
CENSORSHIP 
RULES 


. Toronto, April 22. 
Sequel to recent Parliamentary 
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capital 





Ask any Radio Sales office 
for more information about 
WJSV, one’ of the sixteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 


charges by house members that the 
| Federal Government was muzzling 
| political discussion via ether outlets, 
| Prime Minister Mackenzie King has 
now authorized the board of govern- 
ors of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. to grant ‘a reasonable amount 
of free time to any Premier and any 
| leader of the Opposition in any prov- 
| ince in Canada, or their accredited 
| represetnatives, to discuss provincial 
issues.’ 

This modifies the earlier 
taken by the Federal-appointed CBC 
whereby, on Jan. 22, 1940, it was de- 
| creed that paid political or contro- 
| versial broadcasting over any Cana- 
dian station be suspended for the 


duration of the war, with the excep- | 


| tion of pre-election appeals, and 


these to cease three days before elec- | 


tion day. Under that arrangement, 


| the time was paid for; henceforth ‘on 
time on the CBC 


| request,’ station 


| network will be donated. 


San Antonio, April 22. 
Daily series of Latin-American 
commercial programs in Spanish 
| know n as Revista Latino Americano, 
will be aired over station KTSA. 
A half h length 


will be by Henry Garcia. 


| KTSA’s Spanish Participation 


UI broadcasts 


stand | 


German jamming is for the most part 
| operated with reasonable efficiency, 
being switched on to cover transmis- 
sion of particular bulletins and 
switched off at the conclusion of such 
announcements. Italian jamming, on 
the other hand, indiscriminate, 
with jamming transmitter switched 
on and left on even when programs 





1S 


being broadcast. 

The NBC engineering controller 
admits that in certain areas, espe- 
cially those near the jamming sta- 
tion, interference has considerable 
nuisance value. But he points out 
that if the European listener is keen 
| enough to switch from one wave- 
| length to another, or use a frame 





| aerial in case of medium-wave re-| 


| ception, it is unlikely that he could 
| be prevented from receiving and un- 
derstanding a bulletin in his own 

language at least once in every 24 
hours. 
| In distant parts of the world lis- 
| teners may frequently hear the jam- 
ming, but it is not powerful enough 
to make talks unintelligible. 

BBC is now sending out as many 
as four simultaneous programs via 
short wave, and a number of trans- 
mitters is used for each of the four 
programs. Listeners in any part of 


the world are able to receive the 
World Service in English during most 
of their waking hours. 


| Promote W. E. Jackson 

Philadelphia, April 22. 

| William E, Jackson, sales manager 
of KDKA, Pittsburgh, has been pro- 
| moted to general sales manager for 
| the Westinghouse stations. He.takes 
| the place of Griffin Thompson, who 
| quit some time ago to run the new 
amalgamation of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
Stations. 

will 
quarters here. 


1930. 


Jackson his head- 


make 


since 


-Bureaucrat’s Brainstorm Blacked Out 





Ft. Erie, Ont., April 22. 
With provinces buying air time to 
boom tourist biz and bring American 
dollars across the border, Canada did 


a quick about-face recently in a 
matter of questionnaires. Plan to 
make each tourist fill out exhaustive 
list of questions and leave his license 
at port of entry was ab&andoned after 
four days when it was pointed out 
| how this would cut down on visitors 
into the dominion. 





Questionnaires listed number of | 


‘persons in the party, length of stay, 


amount of money spent and how. 
The forms still will be handed out 
but it’s up to the visitor to fill them 
out or toss them away. He doesn’t 
even have to sign them. 

‘Someone in the Tourist Bureau at 
Ottawa apparently had the idea that 
figures would be of help, just for 
statistical purposes but they didn’t 
stop to realize whet it would mean 
to hold up every car and demand 
that the questionnaire be filled in 
before the registration card would 
be returned to the driver,’ a customs 
| official said here. 





Relations | 


| 


|role mede famous by her mother | 
| when ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ goes out. 
|Frank Cellier as the adventurous 











London Calling | 











London, April 1. | 
‘Hi Gang’ option teken up for an- 
other six weeks, giving the Bebe 
Daniels-Ben Lyon show something 
like a record for straight run. Has 
been airing without a break for 41 
weeks, Show is waxed at its Sunday 
night outing for re-broadcast in aft- 
ernoon of following week; this cov- 
ers for those times session has been 
blitzed from Sabbath air. Jzy Wil- 
bur continues with his musical out- 
fit, plus Greene Sisters. 





Evelyn Laye booked into ‘Music 
Hall’—her second bow with the pop 
Saturday night session. 





Margaret Lockwood tees off new 


| weekly series for BBC, ‘Once Upon 


| 
| 





| ‘Hi Gang.’ Comedienne travels now 
|on tighter material for the air, less 


| 


Canadian Questionnaire Form Would Have Offset 
Whole ‘It’s Easy’ Propaganda 


} 


| 


| Johnson’s demise in recent air-raid. | 


a Time,’ musical using voices of 
Hollywoodites from sound tracks of 
‘best liked’ films. Harry Alan Tow- 
ers produces. 


——) 


Jack Buchanan end Elsie Ran- 


dolph teamed again for radio book- | 


| 
ings. 
{ 
| 
| 


Phyliis Neilson-Terry will air in 


menace. 





Gerdon Harker playing his first 
radia date in excerpts from ‘Once 2 
Crook.’ Play is current West End 
whodunit. 





Beatrice Lillie furthering recent 
radio splurge with a guest shot on 


melodying, more laughs, steers clear 
of playing to studio audiences, 


LATIN HISTORY 
TAUGHT US.A. 
BY NBC 


NBC will do reverse on the 
ing Uncle Sam to South America’ 
| when, starting May 22, it broadcasts 
a series of half hour dramatizations 
designed to sell Latins to the Yan- 
| kees, What North Americans don’t 
know about their good neighbors is 
a fund of ignorance greater than the 
other way around, is general in- 
| formed opinion. 
Each of the 20 Latin republics will 
| be the theme of one broadcast. A 
preliminary introductory program 
and a final bow-off at the end will 
make the Thursday night at 10:30 
series span 22 weeks in all. 

Brice Disque is scheduled to do the 
scripts and Charles Schenck to di- 
| rect. 


‘sell. 
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Jack Jackson fills the spot vacated 
by Ken Johnson, in BBC’s ‘Deer Old 
Southland,’ swap necessitated by 


| Batoner’s passing drew a special obit 
|} from BBC at time of airing ‘South- 


of a purely entertainment type are | 


land’ this week, with a special play- ||| 


over of his theme melody. 


Magda Kum getting a call back on 
‘Merry Go Round,’ afternoon variety 


| session. Has been off the air since 
| folding of Naunton Wayne's radio 
| cabaret, but understood a_ steady 


He’s been with KDKA | 


spot is being lined up for the Con- | 


| tinental warbler. 


| lead in ‘Exploits of Belinda Lou,’ 


whodunit serial. Merks her first 
| prominent radio bow. 
J. B. Priestley taking time out | 


from political ether comment to air 
his views of drama with ‘Curtain 


Up.’ Author has indicated he may 
again withdraw from his weekly 
‘Postscript’ niche due to controversy 


over nature of material he airs. Hed 


a previous run-in with BBC biggies, 
but was brought back at listeners 
request 


Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh 
| teamed in radfoplay to mark actor's 


farewell to show biz at joining the || 


navy fliers. 


| 


afternoon dance session. Is using 
Jack and Daphne Barker on the 
vocal and in addition to his own 
warblers. First show featured songs 
written by himself. 

Fleanor Smith bowed on ‘Close 
Up’ to go over her own scribbling 
career 


| atmosphere was right. 


Joyce Barbour from legit set for | 


Carroll Gibbons set for a Sunday | 


Cavan O’Connor drew bid for ‘In 
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“Setting the pace” 


WAGA — The Blue 
Ribbon Station of 
the South, the sta- 


tion that is 


" ; <p ASK A 
| Town Tonite.’ rising out of baritone’s | | 
|experiences in Spain. Brought his | | JOHN BLAIR MAN 
| accompanist along to meke sure | | 


Officers .Sunday Club, services 
group, guested Gabrielle Brune at its 
anniversary show. Warbler was cut- 
in by BBC. 





Rudolf Friml getting a special 
BBC hour blogtaphy of his tunes. 
Show features top songsters Derek 





| Oldham, Joan Hammond, Billie 
Baker. 
Flanagan and Allen will head a 


variety show replacing ‘Saturday 
Night Music Hall.” Geraldo Orches- 
tra is set for the melody end: ses- 
sion will be bolstered with guest 
shots from star performers In veude. 





Jessie Matthews resuming ‘Monday 
Night At Eight.’ 








Yvonne Arnaud did a one-time 
appearence with ‘Quiet, Please.’ 





| 
| 
| 
| |} Hy 
| 
| 
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~ South America a Columbus Theme | **S*¥te #ssesaut soto Musicians Union Kills NBC Idea To 


| Socony and Holsum Shares Games— 
Intermissions Sold Locally 











Ohio State Radio Institute Also Adds Talk By Helen Nashville, April 22 Shortwave Dance Bands on the Cuff 


Socony Vacuum and _  Holsum 
































Hiatt on Europe Bakers are sponsoring the 1941 broad- 

-—— + casts of the Nashville baseball club 
Citeteen: April 22. | Sid li h : perma Hoodlnge Sig — nd - _— = local 802 of the Ameri-| Figuring, probably, that the beame 
Pp mod idelight: 194] ;contract was held up this year by can Federation of Musicians has ing of their live rhythms to d stant 
Continuing a policy of stressing | an | the death of club ow ner Fay Murray shecteed SNCS idan at Shbebwavinn| renerd ecrtnts eon a raat / oe 
{imeliness, the committee in energe | St. Louis, April 22. niece lag + na cr sor a larger sponsored dance band remotes from Hotels were in favor. of _ s ni 
for The Twelfth Institute for Educa- | When Frank McVey, 58, a eben with sie cate ih dan New York hotels to South America. each would get arominent ont tions 
« tion by Radio, sponsored May 4-7 by glass worker, objected to the | as last year (believed te be approxi- Net first claimed that it had 802's) Union killed the idea, explain ng 
the Ohio State university, has ar-| ot agp . a Louis mately $100 per home game.) — “9 we yap brig ps anne that if the programs WESS COMMers 
; g off a radio news | - tote ; bs ; ; but now it develops that the network cial the bands had to be paid. NBC 
ranged for a general session on Tues- | broadcast Friday (19), Ethel | Contract for 15-minute interims wanted to use commercial an- expected to DX six half hours a 
day (6) morning on ‘Radio and Cul-; Jones, 30, escorted to the place between doubleheaders was sold te nouncements on each program with- week, picking up ade from that 

tural Relations with the Americas.’ | by John Keiflein, 40, an iron | Harold L. Shyer, Jeweler. out payment to the bands used.' many different hotels. 

pr. W. S. Hendrix, professor of worker, made a caustic remark ——y 


about ‘people who listen to radio 
romance, O.S.U., will preside. Speak- | news broadcasts instead of 
ers end their topics include: | spending 3c for a newspaper.’ 

‘How Radio Can Improve Cultural McVey retorted that if he could 


iis cre collect the $2 that Keiflein owed 
Relations,’ John M. Begg, division of | jim he would not have to listen | 
cultura] relations, U. S. Department to the radio 
of State; ‘Needs in Inter-American This led to a quarrel between 
Broadcasting,’ Mauricio Magdaleno, 


wns the men and resulted in Keif- 
head, department of fine arts, Repub- lein being shot in the chest and 


lic of Mexico; ‘Developments in seviously wounded. MeVey was 
Short-Weve Broadcasts to the Amer- jailed pending the pre tit lgaer 
jcas,’ Philip L. Barbour, office for co-| eifjein’'s injury. 

ordination of commercial and cul- | 
tural relations between the American | | 
republics; ‘Short-Wave Broadcasts 


| 
Today,’ Antonio Gonzalez, Columbia | Lutherans Into 
Broadcasting Systern; ‘Activities of 
NBC,’ Edward Tornilinson, National 
Broadcasting Co. representative for 


e e 
eS tate Selen, Institute secre- Latin Republics 


tary, has announced an additional Se 
speaker for the session ‘Radio in War (0 T ° we s. 
Time. Helen Hiatt, NBC European 1] ranscrl tions 
observer, will present e personalized 
version of activities of broadcasters | 
working the the war zones. 



























| 
as 

St. Louis, April 22. | 
The Lutheran Hour, Sunday re- | 


| ligious program, now aired by 300 | 
| Stations in the U. S., mostly on the | 


Mutual web, will spread to South | 
| 


and Central American _ stations. | 
| Transcriptions of the programs are | 
|elready re-broadcast in Canada, | 


Alaska, Hawaii, the Philippines. 


A Lutheran missionary now is on 
the way to China where he will ask |} 
the approval of Gen. Chiang Kai-| 


shek for the program to be broad- | 

eoaecal |} cast in Chinese and plans are under | 

way for broadcasts in French and 

James H. Scull of the National Con- | nutch to Africa and in Portuguese | 
ference of Christians and Jews will|t ) Brazil. The program regularly | 
preside over a religious broadcast | jnejydes sermons by the Rev. Wal-| 
panel discussion at the Institute for ter S. Maier. professor of Semitic | 
Education by Radio in Columbus | janguages at Concordia Seminzry | 
May 5-7. Protestant, Catholic and here. - 
Jewish experience will be reported 
by Frank Goodman, Edward J. Heff- 


| | alk uiaiamaiiats | 
HB. Summers of eC. Sterling | BYINGTON BRAZILIANS | 


Fisher of CBS, and four clergymen ‘ + 
Frank Nelson, Gilbert Harrison, Wil- RENEW WITH ROYAL 
liam Applebaum and Roy Burkhart 
will participate. Nelson ran the re- Sereiies ® 
ligious panel discussion last year. Before returning to Rio de Janeiro, | 
These questions will be put: Albert Byington, Jr., renewed his te 


Should religious programs’ be Six Brazilian stations with John 


; « } 5 T . +) 4 
more dramatic and less sermonic? Royal as NBC outlets in South 


Should religious radio time be), America. ty 
paid for? Byington, an American, owns two | power ul reasons why: 
How can additional audiences be | |inks in Rio, two in Sao Paulo, one 
created for religious programs? 'in Campos and one in Curtibia. | 
What opportunities has the tran- They were linked to NBC the past | 


scription field for religious radio? five years and the new pact calls for 1. TWICE THE AUDIENCE of any other New York 


What are the possibilities and & Similar term. 
problems in the greater use of re- ' independent station. (Hooper-Holmes and other 


ligious radio forums? 


What type of religious programs CHAR Up to 1,000 W; impartial surveys.) 2. THe NATION’s BIGGEST MARKET. 








—— to religious broadcast- On XEB. Mexico W | (The 50-mile metropolitan trading area.) 3. ONE-THIRD 
PR gpcadtsrtpusinhnan get by n > ave THE Cost of any New York network station. 4. RADIO’s 
ligious radio, programs? nites, Regina, Sask. April 22. _ | OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS. (‘‘Make Believe Ballroom” with 
radio be financed? mini trom 100 i: tae eae oak ores | Martin Block, “Milkman’s Matinee” with Stan Shaw. And 
in discussing social, seeneeele i. oe — gy Mi sc sg Rossini ra 2 many others.) §. Loca, ADVERTISERS know WN EW 


litical questions? 


75 miles previously 


- i! bectiee “chieied Gn Shaceh OO % moves most goods — fastest. 6. MorE COMMERCIAL TIME is 
1,220 from 1,200 k.c 's and now shares bought on WNEW than on any 


its frequency with XEB, Mexic« 


\ }City. other station in New York. 








—— 
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|CONNECTICUT S PIONEER BROADCASTER | Alm Ohete Loyd Joins Forces : 


~ ' Montreal, April 22 
P Eric Loyd, commentator on the 

Radio Recipe Theatre Review over Canadian Mar- 
Placing spot business‘ coni station CFCF, has been ap- 
Chodse the radio station pointed a lieutenant in the Royal 

ee gee com- Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve. ; 
which gives you f He will be attached to headquarters 
plete coverage, and of- at Ottawa. 


fers in addition the moet J Loyd was a captain with the Royal 
attractive combination Sussex Regiment in the last war. He 


of programs and rate. was wounded in action, captured by é | 2 } 
In Connecticut’s Major the Germans, escaped, and joined the : 7 | 
Market, WDRC fits this Royal Air Force. x 


ret Philip Nielsen succeeds Loyd as 
description perfectly. theatrical commentator on CFCF. = 


Pec | nmemememmmeme SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 24 HOURS A DAY 


Ft. Wayne sportscaster, has changed 
his monicker to Pat Garnes. Says 1280 KILOCYCLES — 5000 WATTS 
it’s easier for the public to remem- 

| ber Nationally Represented by John Blair & Company 
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32 RADIO REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, April 23, 194] 
— 
NED SPARKS ‘COLGATE SPOTLIGHT’ 5 a a td ¢ ‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND’ 7 ” Fear = ta OF BOOKS’ 
With Sair Lee, Dave Davies, Alex With Ed East, Jeff! Sparks, Charles 3 ' > With George ee ee ——_ , 
McKee, Helen McArthur, Joe Carr, Hathaway Orch, Guests + Foliow-Up Comment PS Sleane, Jonn Brewn, 4 «te a 5.—Loca 
Forest City Choir, Luigi Romanelli 30 Mins. + + Agnes Mooreheaé, Henry Morgan, et egg 
Camedy, Songs, Band COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET $4444 4O4O664666F464440404 my hite | Se” che inte 
; \* > « . . , « » 
39 Mins. ~ . ee toe tan Werk ‘No Politics’ is the rather bright HOWARD CLOTHES | This is the first public Service. 
Sata? Vanves Seeaae (Bates) title for one of latest in network | Sunday, 6:30 p.m. | educational produced at WGY since 
Sunday. 5:30 p.m. . Rep! wae It-Basket’ quiz @U!22¢s This is of Cees Will =y WOR-Mutual, New York recent farmation of 22-member pro. 
;ABC-CBS, New Yor teplacing “ask-It-Basket ““ fore an audience in Hote fillard, (Redfield-Johnstone) | gram advisory council. Idea, Was 
(Ton ralsh) series. Colgate-Palmolive-Peet last Washington, via WJSV and CBS. : nai ge ee er oe actually tried and perfected d rhe 
Tom R. Walsh _| Thursday (17) night launched this »o) Republican and two Democratic! . waemene series aot oe hacks at the Week! = gl wang, 8 
From the angles of showmanship | professional version of the amateur members of House of Representa- = uth = tase ante ‘Show of | Albany. Richard J. Lewis. critic of 
end selling oe mares _ talent hunt idea tagged olgate | tives participate, personnel changing oe econ” tae Mineeal clothes over | Hearst’s Albany Times-Union, and 
Travel and Publicity Bureau of the | Spotlight.’ Until shortly before alr | eli Some return to guest again. WOR "Ne , York oad eight-station Martin Goldstein, former literary 
Ontario Provincial Government IS 4) time the program was to have been The Fadiman of program is Ernest K. Mut AL “ee oe te Frans available editor of Yale Law Journal and 
Gocided edvence over - enter sf: | on amateur proposition, but then Se Lindley, newspaper columnist. He is) USUAL AGO tth ret ‘ork as a sus-| Present secretary to Chief Judge 
Sort = vacssres <a boosting | professiona! we: wee substituted. addressed as ‘Mr. Speaker. The oo "ae ‘toa sponsorship | Irving Lehman, of N. Y. Court of 
which the Canadian Railway System | However, the listener mail vote levislative format is followed in + ent Livingston ‘anes “and Appeals, originated the plan (par- 
gy Sigh Faye Ley oie angie bas — ye -— _ other respects. Lindley — eae jor te ethshh-deiactons ticipated in broadcasts, too). WGy 
son. ne ; , Y | winning contestant brought bac lone an amiliar preface, ‘The 2% s . he J s I s Seetinon r 
aes 9 Unensr Siang See aoe following week for a $200 fee. Each pss al ane _ When they miss aeaied pal am ge — td 4 ol — Ga critics meet author’ 
Spores but a ss et an |act gets $50 for the initial et. a question, he has a bill ‘introduced my pr plinalag pas ws a tithe | clusively. y 
pace: ea on m4 enything | 27°: ae Seen — ag A ‘bet to appropriate five dollars to the part with Everett a his stooge- | Basil Davenport, a Book-of-the 
that has come out of Canada in re- | _— uty saan —. prenar ie Max- *¢nder, name and address given. 2°. i sant. Lew White does the organ| Month Club reviewer, and Fred 
pean aes cack teak ts ab cole | to —_— an a. : oe a oe Such bills are ‘adopted’ in one group, Sites and Henry Morgan is an- | Schwed, Jr., humorous writer, are 
oe ae cremrens ts Gieeeted en- well House an x prior to signoff. Program shows evi- onamnar ‘the regulars. A Big Time uest 
tirely at A i tronage. reels : ad of dence of careful planning. Influence | tage Ween ni _| joined them each week in quizzing a 
irely at American pa ag Using pro contestants instead 0 of ‘Information Please’ is noticeable, As heard Sunday (20) night, the oefieht auiher <2 @ ronins By 
The only failing about the whole | amateurs probably limits the bag although ‘No Politics’ fails to reach show is rather good commercial | published book. Punch of the breed. 
thine was some of its comedy ma-/| mental’ appeal to naive listeners, but —. 16 jevel of entertainment. Colum- hoke. It’s inclined to be on the gory | casts vary somewhat with makeu 
terial. (The vadger eating the bot-| as long as obscure performers are } i... cuctsiner does rate well as a| side, with gunplay, murder, blood| of the roundtable. It is strongett 
tom out of a canoe, etc.). These in-| selected as contestants the profes: |i) ducational. The congressmen and corpses littering the studi0.| perhaps when fluent critics put . 
terludes_ may cause ‘em to howl) sional phase of the show should 10274 seem quite well informed, and|/ Through it all. good old Bulldog | Peat 9 the writer and he or ‘ae . 
— Faas ~_ on this side > | mean say Ecce Monge syne It jaturally in view of their training,| Drummond, a kind of super Nick] turns fire in kind. Hemmers and 
the border such references can’t do! certainly did on the debut program, ) ‘ ! 


much else than puzzle the listener. 
The characters and gags are any- 
thing but indigenously American. 

Despite this handicap the program 
otherwise has what it takes to jell 
with American audiences. In the 
matter of modern dance music the 
Province has put its best foot for- 
ward. The fellow with the baton is 
Luigi Romanelli. 
for many years and he is thoroughly | 
familiar with the trends and tastes 
on both sides of the border. His 
contribution to the show was a sure- 
fire blend, always smooth, melodious 
and delightful. Sair Lee and Dave 
Davies give worthy support to the 
vocal moments. Miss Lee is fairly 
expert with a torch ballad, while 
Davies does his crooning with a 
nicety of pitch and tone. 


Skillfully phrased and pleasantly 
delivered is the long commercial 
which splits the program. It de- 
scribed the variety of vacation possi- 
bilities to be found in Ontario, em- 
phasized the absolute absence of 
traveling restrictions in Canada and 
exviained just what would be re- 
auired for re-entry into the United 
S‘ates. The copv also pointed out 


that the American’s money is worth | 


more in Canada and that there was 
no such thing as taxes on amuse- 
ments, meals, etc. For further de- 
tails Ontario offered a travel book 
gratis. 

The program's hookup consists of 
$2 CBS stations. 
limited time, 13 weeks, in which the 
series has to carry out its objective, 
the Ontario government has pre- 
vailed upon Columbia affiliates to 
get behind the program and push it 
locally. As part of this personal ap- 
peal the Province brought in as 
guests from the States a group of 


broadcasters and put them through | 
an intensive round of enterta'»™™ent 


and sight-seeing. 


Odec. 





FRANCIS 
Talk 

7 Mins. 
Sunday, 4:45 p.m. 
BBC, London 


20th Centurv-Fox exec in England 
(mansving director) crammed a 
likeable session of views, news and 
comment into ‘Close Up’s’ few min- 
utes. Covered his recent Hollywood 
trip and U. S. interest in the British 
stand in current upheaval. Also 
spoke of 20th Century-Fox plans for 
continuing film production in Eng- 
lartd. Script showed more prepara- 
tory care than usual, with Harley 
taking the mike and holding to it for 
few interruptions. 
was better suited to his style than 
the ordinary interview formula. 
wasn’t wrong, and listeners 
take the change with liking. 


HARLEY 


could 


ture fraternity was Harley's 
nouncement over the air he would 
put ‘Spitfire’ into immediate produc- 
tion here. Film around the Airforce 
super-fighting plane has been mooted 
as cancelled. A nice eurtain to a 
well-planned radio show. 


|not pretending 


|of a letter 


; 11:30 p.m. 
Becaitse of the | 


Straight setup | 
He | 


Item of cinch interest to the pic- | 
an- | 


when every act was up to network 
standards. At the same time, by 
to be an extempor- 
aneous presentation of amateur _tal- 
ent. this version of the formula 


avoids the suspicion of professional] | 


wringers and the ever-present at- 


|mosphere of phoniness of the ama- 
| teur show. 
He’s been around | 


Ed East. as m.c., carries the lead 
much of the time and is a distinct 
help to the series. He has the breezi- 
ness and warmth necessary for the 
assignment, plus an air of interest in 
the hopeful contestants. 
on the premiere edition included the 
Royalists, harmony vocal group 
four boys and three girls; Jean Or- 
loff, former AAU boxing champ and 
now aspiring to be a concert violin- 
ist: Genevieve Ducroix, coloratura 
soprano; Billy Grant, baritone 
crooner on various smal] N. Y. sta- 
tions and janitor in the Bronx: Ro- 
deo Ramblers, five cowboy singers. 

Besides providing accompaniments, 
Charles Hathaway and the orchestra 
played numbers at the opening, 
middle and close. There were three 
main commercials, all stressing that 
Colgate toothpaste ‘cleans the breath 
while it cleans the teeth. Second 
was an icky poetry bit by announcer 
Jeff Sparks. Last was in the form 
from a satisfied user of 
the product, read by East. There's 
a repeat broadcast for the Coast at 
Hobe. 


‘HENRY HALL’S GUEST NIGHT’ 
Orchestra, Sengs, Variety 
35 Mins. 
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. 
BBC, London 

One-time leader of band at Broad- 
casting House, Henry Hall quit the 
post couple of years back to take his 
outfit on the road. Dressed with 


| standard acts it made a comfy vaude 
| booking—while 


ethering leader had 
built his name into strong b.o. with 
provincial listeners. This show is no 
more than his road-show passed 


| through a mike, piped weekly from 


whatever house he may be playing. 


| Listeners get it, though, as some- 
thing special for them and continu- 
ity used by Hall is phrased to fur- 
ther that impresh. 

Show has been airing weekly for 
something like a year and a half, 
turning in sound entertainment. 


Hall works in a ‘wistful willy’ man- 
ner for m.c.’ing, a click with every- 
one; it must be for he’s been play- 
ing it up consistently. When caught 
supporting acts were nicely timed— 


Kitty Masters a warbler with a 
strong set of pipes and very much 
vaude-wise: Albert Whelan does 


some chatter, a whistling bit and im- 
pressions. He too knows what it’s 
all about. 

Hall’s musical combo is a standard 
job, has some nifty arrangements 
but weak on the vocal end. He has 
a guy, “Miff’ Smith, who does some 
dialect clowning by pop tunes; fella 
is in strong with dialers and seems 
about only one of the warbling crew 


‘to register. 














‘THE O'WEILLS’ 


den 
Dy 


NOW 


Presented by Ivory Soap 





JANE WEST 


RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS. YOU 


|AUGHTER JEARS « 


MORE 


wo FYEART-THROBS 


99 * re | 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST 


WABC—5: 15-5:30—CBS 
COAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


Five entries | 


of 


| tion. 
| was that the hero-novelist emerged 





poised and fluent. They and Lindley 
try for some laughs. On one broad- 
cast caught, they joshed a California 
representative for dealing in that 
state’s w.k. penchant for superlatives. 


‘Speaking of Liberty’ 





is one of the 


“innumerable broadcasts that commit- 


tees produce in collaboration with 
networks. The Council of Democracy 
is the auspices and NBC at 6:30 Fri- 
days the outlet. Rex Stout, who has 
developed into quite a firebrand on 
radio forums and political programs, 
and Carl Van Doren discussed points 
of similiarity and otherwise between 
now and then — then being the 
American revolution. It was in- 
teresting gab. 





Walter Presten (not to be con- 
fused with NBC's public service pro- 


scram director, or WBBM’s whilom | 
pinch- | 


exec of same name) was 
hitting Sunday for Frank Munn on 
the 
Music.’ 
della Chiesa he proved steadily 
pleasant. This standard program has 
suffered from the absence of ASCAP 
stuff, yet manages to 


Europeans who composed light music 
profusely in the 19th century, 
music has considerably passed into 
the public domain. 





Ex-Lax spot announcement heard 
Thursday (17) night on WOV, New 


York, must have been some kind of | 
Tran- | 


a new low in dubious taste. 
scribed spiel opened with a drama- 
tization, a moppet weepingly begging 
off from that nasty old laxative his 


mother was forcing on him. Then| 
went into a vivid description of 
Ex-Lax and its physical action, all 


hammered across in nauseating de- 
tail. 

Josef Cherniavsky provides thor- 
oughly listenable music twice nightly 
with the house orchestra of WOV, 
New York. It’s far above standard 
for a small independent station and 
a pleasant relief from the 


As heard Thursday (17) night, the 
conductor and ‘his versatile strings’ 
plaved seven soothing numbers in a 
half-hour period. All revealed full, 
richly colored tones. with interest- 
ing arrangements. While the group 
consists of more than strings alone, 
it gives the effect of a full-sized or- 
chestra. 


Lyn Murray played his own com- 





position, ‘How Green Was My Val- 
ley,’ on his ‘Meet the Music’ pro- 
gram Sunday (20) night over CBS. 


It’s a soothing, melodic ballad with 
lyrics by Richard Penny. Another 
pleasing tune heard on the same 
show was ‘Talking to the Wind.’ with 
music by Robert Schumann (a de- 
scendant of the famous composer), 
and words by Sylvia Dee. ‘Meet the 
Music’ moves to a_ late-afternoon 
spot next week and will be expanded 
into a variety program, with several 
acts and Murray as m.c. Phil Cohan 
produces the series. 

‘These Truths Are Not Self Evi- 
dent,’ by Shirley Stanwood, was last 
Thursday (17) night’s presentation 
on ‘Listener’s Playhouse’ over NBC 
red (WEAF). It was a somewhat 
grim drama, with an implausible 
romantic tag, about a young novel- 
ist's inaccurate novel of his 
hometown neighbors. By misrepre- 
senting all the principal characters, 
he straightened out most of their 


| lives and won back the girl he’d left 


behind. All of which seemed hardly 


| credible fiction, but moderately in- 


teresting listening. Piece was writ- 
ten in the form of the characters 
reading about themselves, then hav- 
ing the action fade into dramatiza- 
Most serious flaw of the script 


as a bit of a heel. Sidney Smith, 
Katherine Emery and Francine Lar- 
rimore stood out in the large cast. 





‘Columbia Workshop’ presented a 
combination bill of three short 
shows recently, but with only 
mild effect. None of the pieces was 
particularly pungent and_ result 
seemed diffuse and _ inconclusive. 
Opener was a fantasy, ‘The Glory 


_Carter or Philo 


ithe femme 


‘American Album of Familiar | 


i ivi | 
Alone and with Vivienne | KELLOGG 


| Daily, 4:45 p.m. 


be melodic | 
every other selection thanks to the} os 

| City 
which | 


| Amarillo: 


| range ballads, 


outlet’s | 
normal round of recorded programs. | 


| to 
the cornflakes, a glass crystal bowl. | 


| offerings 





Vance, keeps several 
jumps ahead of the culprits and is 


always the boy to rescue a damsel] in | 


distress. However, true to his novel 
or film character, he never succumbs 
to their blandishments, however, 


alternating assignment among several 
AFRA stalwarts. Coulouris, usually 
cast in villain roles, is excellent as 
the suave hero, while Sloane admir- 
ably catches the flavor of Drum- 
mond’s aide, Dennie. John Brown, 
Erik Rolf and Agnes Moorehead had 
supporting parts on the edition 
caught. 

Norman Livingston’s direction is 
capable. Commercials are windy and 
are tossed in regardless of the mood 
of the drama. There’s a studio audi- 
ence for the show—unusual for a} 
program of this kind. Hobe. 


eee 


THE TEXAS RANGERS 
Transcription 
15 Mins.—Local 





WOAIT, San Antenio 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


scriptions in Hollywood which are 
being tested on stations KRLD, 
Dallas; KTRH, Houston; KGNC, 
KRIS, Corpus Christi and 
KRGV, Weslaco. 
group known in the east as 
Been Working on the Railroad’ is 
converted here to ‘The Eyes of Texas 
Are Upon You,’ war song of the 
University of Texas, which according | 
tc BMI, if no words are used and 
only hummed by the group it’s okay 
to play hereabouts. At the same 
time it gets around the copyright 
held by the university. 

Rangers present a program 
old favorites and one 
each broadcast. All an- 
both commercial and 
straight matter is handled by a 
studio announcer. In San Antonio 
it’s Hoyt Andres, who does a nice 
job. Commercials stress the fact that 
Kellogg is the most famous name in 
cereals with its ‘eight delicious 
flavors.’ 

Singers have been together since 
1931 and show this fact in their 
smooth presentations. It’s not hard 
to suppose Texas likes this group. It 
dishes what they have always fancied 
hereabouts, 

Program also offers a give-a-way 
each purchaser of two boxes of 


hymn on 
nouncing, 


Andy. 
Machine,’ by Eric Arthur, about a 
mechanical applause-maker guaran- | 


teed to turn theatrical flops into hits 
It was a fair idea insfficiently de- 
ve loped and weakly concluded. ‘The 


House,’ adapted by Jaques Finke and | 


Draper Lewis from a short story by 
Andre Maurois, was an eerie atmos- 
phere yarn with a potent surprise 
tag. Final and most pretentious of 
the trio was ‘Brooklyn Cantata,’ a 
moderately diverting but not too 
pointed piece about baseball, with 
score by George Kleinsinger and 
lyrics by Michael Stratton. First two 
were directed by Howard 


G. Barnes and the finale by Perry | 


Lafferty, both junior CBS producers. } 


so | 
lead on the show is an} 


; ness, 





broadcast. 
| graphed copies of book x-rayed. 


Theme song of the | 
‘I've 


of | 
obtrusively. 


| products sold by Bartell Stores. 


hawers on either side dull the sock. 


An ad libber of Davenport's 
ability is important to ‘Speaking of 
Books.’ This inasmuch as writing 


talent is not necessarily a guarantee 


|} of informal miking ability. Some 
| name guests, perhaps due to nervous- 


lack fluency. This was true the 
night Schwed took over with Burton 
Rascoe (not a glib talker) and James 
T. Farrell (a slow starter) to grill 
Rockwell Kent. Schwed was no ball 
of fire. Result: a salvo that did not 
travel at a fast pace until final few 
minutes. Beginning was slow and 
awkward: integration was below par. 

Audience: applause at times seems 
rather superfluous, especially at 
start. A tieup with Book-of-Month 
Club brings four-month subscriptions 
to five best listener letters on each 
Next best five, auto- 


Jaco. 
| FORREST WIL LIS 
| Philosophy, Poetry 
15 Mins.—Lecal 
EMPIRE MONUMENT CO. 
Daily, 9:15 a.rz. 


| WABY, Albany 
Those Texas Rangers from Kansas | 
(KMBC) are now making tran- 


New local program within a week 
grabbed a sponsor, a monument com- 
pany. ‘This and That’ should be well 
suited to advertise memorials. It is 
quiet, meditative, reflective, senti- 
mental. Reminds of Tony Wons’ 
morning networkers which clicked 
in the long ago. Not quite as folksy 
and not tricked out so much, but 
along the same lines. 

Willis handles smoothly, con- 
vincingly. Having read poetry on 
another program, he is at home here. 
Soft organ music backgrounds. 
Willis offers to send listeners copies 
of any poem read and otherwise 
fishes for reaction bait. 

He works in the advertising un- 
It’s in good taste and 
not too sombre, considering product. 

Jaco. 
‘RADIO PAR. ADE’ 
With Bob Nichols 
15 Mins.—Local 
BARTELL DRUG 
Friday, 8:15 p.m, 
KOMO, Seattle 

This weekly broadcast is a gossip 
column of the air, using news items 
and human interest stuff on talent in 
network commercials for various 
So- 
called ‘inside dope’ is the usual stuff 
sent by network and agency press 
agents with nothing startling. Nichols 
reads the items in a pleasant manner 
with no background of frenzied 
typewriters or teletypes, and most 
items used seem to be directed at the 
housewife or the kids. 

Each week some radio character 
is spotlighted with a short biography. 
Tommy Riggs the subject on the 
night caught. 

‘Radio Parade’ also airs over KIRO, 


STORES 

















| Seattle, on Tuesday nights. Reed 
sia =3=DENVER’S 
5000 warrs FIRST 
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NBC’s Public Relations Front 

















TIME AND TERMS 


N.A.B. Should Standardize Air Poli- 
cies, Says Salesmanagers 








Kansas City, April 22. 
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s Continued from page 42 

ST: ATION TOWN CONTACT TITLE 
WELL—Battle Creek, Mich. .ccccess DD F. dayne... err TTT 
WEMP—Milwaukee, , ) Se . o CROTIOG CAVIAR. 6c dccccccanss Manager 
WFAA—Dallas ..... ce eeeeeeeeeeces Martin Campbell....General Manager | 
wFBC—Greenville, S. C.......... . Charles Batson..... Program Director 
WFBG—Altoona, yg SPPEeCerrrTe -Roy Thompson.,..Managing Director 
WFBR—Baltimore .....seeeeeeeuees Bert Hanauer....... Program Director 
WFDF—Flint, Mich......ssseeeeeeeed A. me. COBDET. ooccccs Program Director 
WFEA—Manchester, N. H.. COP eOR TVOGRS. .. osis vecdcvcce Manager | 
WFIL—Philadelphia .........seeee, James Allen. ..Program Director | 
WFLA—Tampa ..-sereceeeceeeeeens W. Walter Tison. Se eee Manager | 
WFMJ—Youngstown ....-.seeeeeeee Sg. Serer reer Manager | 
WFOR—Hattiesburg, ere ee en: Manager | 
WGAC—Augusta ......sc.eeeeeeeees Serr Manager 
WGAL—Lancaster ...... TevrrrT TT Ernest Stanziola....Program Director 
WGBF—Evansville, Ind............. Clarence Leich..... . .Manager | 
WwGKV—Charleston, W. Va......... My Pee OO 6s oh cee enaewa “President | 
WGL—Ft. Wayne.......e--eeeeeeees Gretchen Smith.......Educ’l Director | 
WGNC—Gastonia, Ber 4s ba aon as Pat McSwain....... Program Manager | 
WGRM—Greenwood, Miss.. -John Bartlett....... Program Manager | 
wGY—Schenectady .......seeeeeeee Kolin Hager.................Mamager | 
WHAM—Rochester ......--seeeeees Homer Bliss........Program Manager 
WHDL—Olean, N. Y.....eeeeceseeee Thomas Brown.....Program Manager | 
WHIZ-WALR—Zanesville ..........§ CANON MOTE? «ie scss sevens Manager | 
WHK—Cleveland ...ccsoscsccsecces R. W. Richmond....Program Director | 
WHO—Des MOINeS.......sereesceees Woody Woods...... Publicity Director | 
WIBA—Madison, WiS..........eeees mm. F. BORMIRE. .. ccc. Program Director | 
WwIBM—VJackson, Mich.............. Wem CidOB 6c cccccs Music Director | 
WICC—Bridgeport .......ccseeveees Florence Baliou....Program Director 
WING—Dayton ....ceecserserreceee Ronald Woodyard...... General Mgr. 
WINN—Louisville ...ceeee eee eeeee D. B. Wenariok: ..c...sseacass Manager 
WIOD—Miami ....... oe eee + POOTCIN WOIGE.. oko cede seaceves Manager 
WIRE—Indianapolis revere rer Eugene Pulliam............. President 
Wis—Columbia, &. C.rcecccsccccces Floyd Rodgers, Jr...... Program Dir. 
WIRE ARNOVIIIC, PF. Osos ccc seca Herold Thomas... ... <2... President 
WIZE—Springfield, O.........-+.00- CS a Manager 
TWITAC——JORNBIOWN, FBe cos csccccece * 2 |. rere Manager 
WIJIAR—Providence .......ssecesees John J. Boyle..........Managing Dir. 
WIAM—JACKSORVINIE . 000 0.0600000+ Riss Evelyn Borte........cccccrcsece 
WJBO—Baton Rouge............-+. William H. Bland, Jr.....Prod. Supt. 
WJDX—Jackson, Miss............+- Maurice Thompson...... Program Dir. 
WJHP—VJacksonville, Fla........... Bi. £h, Wee, TP ks ecccaciees Manager 
WITH —-LOnsing, BRICN.....ccccvevesd B. Wee MOROR kk civcces Educ’) Advisor 
WITN—Jamestown, MN. Y..scccsesas George Callison....Program Director 
WKAT—Miami Beach... .sc..ereers PORE THOCIOF . 5 ki isaseesaces Manager | 
WKBB—Dubuque .....cccscccccvce Vaughn Gayman............:; Manager | 
WKBO—Harrisburg, Pa roo -David Bennett..... Program Manager 
WKIP—Poughkeepsie, N. Y......... William Cope...... Program Manager 
WKPT—Kingsport. Tenn. .........- OOe CME i iseckeesecwrcour Manager | 
WKY—Oklahoma City......0sssevee Daryl McAllister...,.Traffic Manager | 
WEAK —LakGlanG, Fit. oc csccccceses Bert Arnold. .. Manager 
WLBZ—Bangor, Me@...........seeees Thomas Guernsey........... President 
ae x ie aa eee re Pe ee rr Manager 
WLOF—Orlando, F la Oh atauhe wane n ed George Hazelwood........... Manager | 
WLOK—LiIMS, ©... ccvcscceccsccvsne Ralph BNVIN. ....sss .Manager | 
WER CMIODES on oicecscocsccessevee MEPS: BMarriet Hester.. Educ’ ' Director | 
6 eT | re FOSEDN RIGS... ccccces aaa 1 Director 
WMAQ-WENR—Chicago .......-+-6: Judith Waller....Public Service Dir. | 
WMBG—Richmond, Va.......cceee- Thomas Meyers.....Program Director | 
eS John Cleghorn..... Program Manager | 
WMFD—Wilmington, N. C.......... ee CIRO co oceania opiate tees Manager 
WMFF—Plattsburgh, N. Y.......... George F. Bissell....General Manager | 
WMFJ——Dayton;, Beach, Fla........ W. "Wright Bseh..<scccccesss Manager 
WMFR—High Point, N. C........... FE... WHstlows iccccksinescects Manager | 
WMPS—Memphis ...........-.eee8- J.C. Hanrahan...... General Manager 
SE GES 0) are i R. L. Harlow...V.-P. Yankee Network 
WNBC—Hartford wererrrce:: S|. ae Educational Director 
WOAI—San ANtONIO. 2660 cccccsvcess Miss Leona Bender. Nee Fer e 
WOC—Davenport .................-.- Buryl Lottridge.....General Manager 
WOLS—Florence, S. C. es Sain ben emeee ORR Ol os Ye ed Manager 
WoOOD—Grand Rapids..............Stanley Barnett.. .. Manager 
WOPI—Bristol, Tenn...-....csceeee Fey Rodgers........Program Manage1 
WORD—Spartanburg, S. C........068 James Waldrop.....Program Manager 
WERE HHT OF, BG oon sce ecssdes cee Harold Miller....... Program Director 
We OD, bo nec sh os 00k’ oeeeee's Harry Burke....... Program Manager 
WUWO=Fh. WEIN, .icsasccedecise Franklin Tooke.....Program Director 
Wrire—Raleignh, N. Co. ssccccsseyews Graham Poyner Program Director 
WRC-WMAL—Washington, D. C....Kenneth Berkeley. Manager 
WRDO—Augusta, Me..........-000- SOOR AtwWO0Gs ic occccda cues Manager 
WREN—Lawrence, Kan....... .-Jo0hn Bondeson Program Manager 
WRNL—Richmond ........... . Mallory Freeman.....Educ’] Director 
WROL—Knoxville ..........++5. .. Dr. Harry Clarke......Educ’] Advisor 
WSAN—Allentown . .B. Bryan Musselman ..Manager 
WSAV—Savannah .. -» Harben Daniel. a2 Manager 
WSB—Atlanta . Marcus Bartle tt. 'P rogram Manager 
WSFA— Montgomer} . ee .. Howard Pill pores Manager 
WSGN—Birmingham ......... .. Carl Cannon Educ’) Director 
WSJS—Winston-Salem ......... ...David Taylor ..Manager 
WSLI—Jackson, Miss.............6- Paul Wilson MEAT ee Manager 
WSM—Nashville ...........-..0000e8 Jack Stapp.. ; Program Directo. 
WSMB—New Orleans......... . William Brenge: .Program Director 
WE —CHATIOUNE. oon cccscccscscdecs Charles Hicks, J! Program Director 
ly De |: Cr J. H. Ryan..........General Manager 
WSUN—St. Petersburg............5- Harold Meyer...........+e+.: Manager 
WSYR—Syracuse .......ccscccceess Ray Servatius.. .. Program Manager 
WTAG—Worcester, Mass... . William Cavanagh......Program Dir 
WTAM—Cleveland .......ccccueeces Vernon Pribble ..Manager 
WERE —-TIORIOIE . ce rccccsccaces . Henry C. Whitehead Program Mg! 
WTCN—Minneapolis ..........0.08- Robert De Haven. Production Mg! 
WTIC—Hartford .....cccccccscccces Thomas McCray....Program Manager 
WTAM—Charleston, S. C........4+: W. D. Workman, Jr.. _...Manage! 
WTMC—Ocala, Fla.........ceceeees Hal Davis......... a Manage! 
WTMJ—Milwaukee ...........e005: Russ Winnie.... Assistant Manager 
PEPE. noccccsccsescoesssus DPCM BAW. csv icvcccenss Manage! 
Do ES eae A re 
NS rere Myron Golden........... Manage: 
EOE cctesneciisccecsees Fletcher Hull.. ‘Pub, Serv. Pgm. Dir 
CMe TOPOMED .cccccccccccccecceees De: COR, écacccecneuaes’ Manager 
CFCF—Montreal .........0.s003 SORIROR BRRW os css0rsecdneness Manage 
CBM-CBF—Montreal ..........-++: Maurice Goudrault.......... Manager 
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| trict convention at Hotel 


officer of the group, called the meet- 


|standardization of time, 


| tained 
|luncheon and cocktail party follow- 


|cos has enmeshed WCCO, Minpeapo- 
| Commission is not likely to mete out 
|about program cancellation does not | 


|indicate any 
| about 


| old 


| who got a glimpse of the text, charged | 


| safeguard the station against possible 


| When 


Salesmanagers and commercial | 
managers section of the National As- | 
sociation of Broadcasters held a dis- 
Muehle- 
bach here last Saturday (19). Karl 
| Koerper, v.p. of KMBC and regional 


ing to order and turned proceedings 
|over to Sam Bennett, KMBC sales- 
manager. 

Round robin discussion prevailed 
with two resolutions resulting. One | 
urges N.A.B. to action in standard- 
lization of American Association of 
| Advertising Agents’ contracts at the 
{national convention, and second is 
| toward an active move by N.A.B. to 
especially | 


| as regards daylight savings switch. | 


broadcasters enter- 
of the group at 


Kansas City 
visitors 


ing the discussion. About thirty | 
members from stations in Iowa, Ne- 
braska and Missouri attended the 
convention. 


Rap at WCCO 
By Politician 
Not Serious 


Washington, April 22, 
Feuding between Minnescta politi- 











lis, but the Federal Communications 


any punishment, inasmuch as pre- 
liminary examination of complaints 





law violation, Bleat | 
unfair attitude of the station | 
management is before the regulators 
and direct protest has been made to 


Commissioner Fred I. Thompson. 


Name-calling grew out of WCCO’s |" 
| 


| denial of permission for State Sena- 
tor George Lomen, a farmer-labor | 
member of the State legislature, to | 
deliver a scheduled talk replying to | 
speech on state finances by Gov. Har- 
E. Stassen. The station blue- | 
penciled the timetable after Stassen, 
the solon with making numerous in- | 
/correct and defamatory statements. 
| The Governor’s threat to hold WCCO 
accountable caused a legal huddle 
leading to cancellation of the pro- | 


| gram. 


On behalf of WCCO, it has been 
explained the lawyers held the state- 
ments, if true, might serve as grounds | 
for impeachment moves _ against 
Stassen. Senator Lomen then was 
told he would have to offer proof of 
the accuracy of his assertions, to 


defamation of character 
no. Satisfactory 
could be reached, 
permitted to go on. 
Superficially there is no evidence | 
of any infringement of the Commu- 
nications Act. Especially since for- 
mer Governor Elmer Benson, an- 
other Farmer-Laborite, did get a| 
chance to give the other side of the 
arg re ent in reply to Gov. Stassen. 
Furt hermore, the equal opportunity 
clause in the statute does not apply, 
as there is no campaign in progress 
and the station was making the time 
available gratis in adherence to pol- 
icy of scheduling weekly discussions 
of political matters interesting in the | 
state. | 


litigation. 
adjustment 
the talk was not 


Warren » eeu Broadcasts 


For Local Advertisers 
Chicago, April 22. 
Warren Brown, vet sports writer | 
for the Hearst Herald-American and 
after dinner speaker, has been sig- 
atured for a daily sports talk on | 
Ww BBM. 
Sponsorship on M-W-F by the 
Sachs Clothing Co. through the Wade 


i 


agency and T-Th-Sat. by the Local 
Loan Co. through the Hartman 
agency. 





y More FCC Qualified Attys. 


Washington, April 22. 
| Attorneys recently admitted 
practice before the Federal 
munications Commission are : | 

Newcomers—mostly New Yorkers | 
and Washingtonians—are: | 

Charles L. Cusumano and Jzemes | 
B. Gordon, of New York; William R. | 
Lichtenberg. Richard C. O’Hare and 
Ralph D. Pittman, of Washington; 
Charles Fleming Duvall, Chicago; 
| Richard S. Felhaber, St. Paul, and 
James Gilligen Manley. Cincinnati. 








to 
Com- 


| 


| New 


| the day or night. 


| they 


Philadelphia Hears ‘Polluted Stream’ 
Tale About Coincidental Surveys: 
Calculated Replies on Cash Hope 


Philadelphia, 

Novel criticism of 
telephone surveys (not the Coopera- 
tive Analysis of Broadcasti 
uses the recollective, 


April 22. 
co-incidental 


ng which 


double-check 


| system) is being heard in Philadel- 
It is stated that calculatedly | 


phia. 
wrong replies are given the 
telephone by Philadelphians called 
by radio research field workers. The 
reason for the bum steers as to what 
stations or programs are tuned in by | 


the home at the moment is the sup- 
posed expectation of listeners that 


over 


a cash giveaway may be involved. | 


Theory is that telephone-answerers 
name WIP, WFIL or WIBG more 
often than the facts justify because | 
those stations are widely known to 
have giveaways via telephone. 

It is hardly a secret that this idea 
of a ‘poliuted stream’ in research 
locally originates with stations that 
aren’t too pleased by recent data. 
The C.A.B. itself is known to have 


| giveaway 


| out of a box and makes the call. 


be clearly heard 


racios ‘Vuld eT 
the phone, tuned to an obviously 
different program. Some steners 
have, it is said, ‘asked the surveys 
to hold the wire’ while thev asked 
other members of the family . rt 
is the name of the station handing 
out the dough?’ 

WIP and WIBG have cash give- 
away programs, while WFIL gives 
Farnsworth table sets to persons 
tuned in when the station announcer 
telephones. Numbers are selected at 


|random from the city and suburban 
telephone books much in the man- 
ner of the system used by the ‘Pot o’ 
Gold’ program. 

This is the modus operandi of the 
broadcasts: 

‘Dialing for Dollars’ (WIP )—Spon- 
sored by Food Fairs, Inc., a grocery 


chain. Each morning, Monday 
through Friday at 10:30 a.m., the an- 
nouncer picks a telephone number 


If 


| it is answered the conversation goes 


| 


become aware of the local story and | 


to have sent a supervisor here from 
York. C.A.B. satisfied itself 
that the criticism is statistically far- 
fetched to start with and doesn’t 
affect its operations in any event. 
(Philly is one of the 33 regular 
C.A.B. checking centres.) 

Here’s how the ‘polluted stream’ 
theory runs: 


There are three stations handing 


out cash and valuable prizes merely | 


for answering on phone that citizen 
is listening to particular programs. 
|Dial-twisters aren't taking any 
chances. Whenever the phone rings 


;}and a research question popped an- 


swer—in many cases—will be ‘WIP’ 


—WFIL’—'WIBG’—whether the lis- 
tener has these outlets tuned in or 
not. 

Because the giveaway programs 
|}are spotted throughout the day, lis- 
teners aren’t sure of the time and 


|are apt to give the stock answers 


whether the poll-taker calls during 
Surveyers are said 
to report that during coincidental 
checkups, listeners have answered 
were tuned in to one of the 
three giveaway stations, while their 


like this: 

‘Is this the home of Mrs. Doakes? 
Is your radio turned on? To what 
Station are you listening?’ 

If the answer is ‘WIP’ a messenger 
is sent to the house with a check for 
$5 and a certificate for a couple of 
pounds of coffee. If the listener isn’t 


listening to WIP the five dollars is 


added to the next call. Listeners 
have received as high as $75 just for 


| giving the right answer. 


‘Radio Awards’ (WFIL)—This is a 
straight promotion for WFIL. Three 
times during the day, with the time 
variable, telephone calls are: placed 
to persons whose numbers are chosen 
at random. If they are listening to 
WFIL at the time, they receive a 
new Farnsworth. About a dozen 
radios are given away each week. 

‘Lucky Jackpot’ (WIBG) — This 
program is substantally the same as 
that on WIP. Only variation, how- 
ever, is a ‘money sentence,’ read off 
at the beginning of the program. 
When the listener answers the phone, 
she must be able to repeat the sen- 
tence to collect the award. Prizes 
begin at $2 and ‘snowball’ in the 
Same manner as the awards on the 
WIP broadcast. 














running in “America’s Money Belt.” 





WIL YOU SELL IT? 


NEARLY $300 a minute —every minute of the 
day and night—all year long ... that’s what 
it costs to keep the farmers’ tractors and trucks 


That's a 


lot for plowing — but no wonder... 


More than one-fourth of all the tractors of 
the nation are owned by “Money Belt” farmers. 
Only 10.7% of the U. S. farms — BUT 25.1% 
OF THE TRACTORS! Reason? .. . farmers, 
and other folks too, have money to buy the 
things they need. Those “other folks” spend 
plenty for their automobiles too, out here 
where there’s practically 4 cor for every family. 

Reap your harvest while “Money Belt” 
farmers plow this Spring. The fowr-way voice 
of The Cowles Stations will plant your message 
in this fertile ground. May we tell you more? 


The Or 








Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY 


were 


Here's Whot Money 
Belt Farmers Alone 
Used Lest Yeor 


Quantity Est. Cost 
GASOLINE 
933,341,730 gal..$102,667,590.30 
MOTOR OIL 
23,988,905 gal... .12,474,230.60 
GEAR LUBRICANTS 
68,634,211 Ibe... . .8,922,447.43 
SPECIAL LUBRICANTS 
12,357,793 Ibe.... 1,853,668.95 
KEROSENE 
6,170,295 bbls. 26,223,753.78 
DISTILLATE 
898,605 bbis. . .2,034,420.00 

PETROLEUM GAS 
7,698,908 gal. .. .2,386,653.80 

































































$4 RADIO VARIETY Wednesday, April 23, 1941 
nbebies OOO OOOO FS $66646466466666666664 | SYRACUSE’S FOURTH iH UJ 
+ z Ge 
. 3 WAGE Begins Operation—45 Adver- OW to { D a Gag File 
rom e i0 uction ntres 3 tisers to Start With 
F44F44+4ooe lla ale | Syracuse, April 22. Hollywood, April 22. 








IN NEW YORK CITY... 


‘Buck Private,’ a serial romance with an army camp background, being 
readied as an NBC sustainer....Arthur Hanna will direct it....Waite 
Hoyt starts sustaining on WOR, besides the daily bit for Brown & Wil- 
liamson....Bob Schmid, Mutual sales promotion manager, one of the 10 
young men whose achievements during the last year get them Order of 
the Rake awards at the New York Advertising club tomorrow... .Danny 
Kaye, Artie Shaw and Eric Leinsdorf are others. 


Edgar Lee Masters weekended with Sandra Michael and John Gibbs at 
their Silvermine (Conn.) farm to ready for his appearance tomorrow on 
Miss Michael's ‘Against the Storm’ program....Hal James of the Compton 
agency, “was also present....Charles Kenny and Joy Hathaway (Mrs. 
Kenny) had the cast of ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ at their Easton 
(Conn.) home for the weekend....Doris Dudley is off the ‘Meet Mr. Meek’ 
program and Don Bernard, of the Esty agency, is auditioning for a re- 
placement. 


Francine Larrimore guests Tuesday (29) night on ‘Grand Central Sta- 
tion’ in an original by Michael Sklar....Walter Kaner doing recorded 
‘Band of the Week’ series Tuesday nights over WWRL, with press agents 
for the tooters given a turn at the mike to talk for their wages... .Jack 
Davis, of WMCA production staff, yanked in the draft....Martha Sleeper 
and William Harrigan joined cast of WOR-Mutual’s ‘We Are Always 
Young’ serial....Roger Shaw, author and former magazine editor, doing 
commentator series on W71NY, the FM outlet of WOR. 


Gregory Abbott, Paramount newsreel announcer, started five-weekly 
news series on WMCA....Charles Paul doing the accompaniment for 
Jessica Dragonette’s ET series for Better Vision....Walter Scanlon, one 
of the pioneers of radio and recordings, doing a ‘Songs of Ireland’ pro- 
gram over WOR Thursday nights....Alma Graef, contract manager of 
WMCA, leaving for a maternity assignment....Lois Frost succeeds her 
....Edmund Lowe guests Friday (25) night on ‘Campbell Playhouse’ in 
Ellery Queen’s ‘Do Not Disturb’ ...William Powell and Diana Lewis do 
‘One Way Passage’ the following week, May 2. 


Lynn Thompson recovered from flu attack at her New Canaan (Conn.) 
home....Marjorie Bartlett, formerly scripter of ‘Big Sister,’ in Florida 
recuperating from serious illness....she’s authoring the transcribed 
‘Linda’s First Love’ serial for World Broadcasting....Agnes Moorehead, 
Jean Muir, Helen Mack, Elspeth Eric and Ann Shepherd alternating as 
femme leads on ‘Bulldog Drummond’....Hunter Copeland, retired former 
owner-operator of WGH, Newport News, Va., brought his family to New 
York for indefinite stay. 


Sam Brewer, war correspondent for Chicago Tribune, appointed Mutual’s 
Balkan reporter....Harold True new narrator on ‘Lone Ranger’ series 
out of Detroit, succeeding Brace Beemer, who took over the title part on 
the death of Earle Graser. 


Oliver Barbour now directing ‘Parker Family,’ Transamerican produc- 
tion for L. & M....Betty Garde is playing the part of Sally Andrews, 
Jergens beauty advisor on the Winchell show, with Lucille Meredith im- 
personating the similar part of Janet Parker for Woodbury on the ‘Parker 
Family’.... 

Don Becker had Hammond organ installed in his home... .Bill Slocum, 
CBS special events head, back in town after 5,600-mile air tour of training 
camps and defense plants....James Waterman Wise resumed his ‘Men 
and Events’ series over WEVD after trip to Mexico and the Coast.... 
William Bussey Hoffman, WOR sound effects man, announced engagement 
to Edith Christine Fetzer, of Scarsdale, a non-pro....Donald Cook and 
Claudia Morgan did the leads in an audition of a ‘Thin Man’ series last 
week for Ruthrauff & Ryan. 


Ward Wilson and Dwight Weist doing five-a-week, five-minute recorded 
‘Five Dollar Facts’ series over WOR for Shell oil....Little Pea Island, in 


Long Island Sound off New Rochelle, N. Y., enlarged and built up to ac- | 


commodate news transmitter for WABC, renamed Columbia Island.... 


Bob and Betty White, whose ‘People’s Playhouse’ series Tuesday nights 
on WOR uses recruit amateurs in the cast, hired one of the entries.. 
she’s Lynn Masters and is now their secretary and audition assistant. 


Robert Sloane, co-author with Leonardo Bercovici of the new ‘Life of 
Riley” series on CBS, has a volume of children’s plays, ‘On Rainy After- 
noons,’ which Samuel French will publish next month....Sandy Stronach 
directing the Dorothy Kilgallen show for Young & Rubicam....John 
Gibbs and Sandra Michael returned east and again at their Silvermine 
(Conn.) farm, ° 


Elizabeth and James Hart have succeeded Ray Harvey as authors of 
‘Gold If You Find It’ on CBS....Lyn Murray composing a special score 
for Norman Corwin’s ‘Radio Primer,’ first program in the ‘26 by Corwin’ 
series....show’s preem hag been postponed a week and is now scheduled 
for May 4...."The Cockeyed Wonder,’ radio farce originally presented on 
‘Columbia Workshop,’ adapted into a legit play and will be presented by 
Bonfils & Somnes....it’s about a ball player whose vision became super- 
human when he drank several ‘Pink Ladies’. ...Innis Osborn, radio script- 
er who has been seriously ill for a long time at his Norwalk (Conn.) 
home, reported much better. 

Richard Gordon and Florence Lake added to cast of ‘Orphans of Divorce’ 
...-Gordon Auchincloss, director of ‘Your Hit Parade,’ started another 
comeback at bowling last week....Joe Julian leaving cast of ‘Big Sister’ 


...-he’s regular on ‘Joyce Jordan’ series and periodically on ‘Inner Sanc- 


tum Mysteries’ and ‘Bulldog Drummond’....Martin Gabel, who was writ- 
ten out of cast of ‘Big Sister’ when his doctor character was sent to Lon- 
don, not yet back in the show. 

Al Helfer doing first regular sportscasting stint on FM with a five- 
weekly series on W71NY....he also does late-evening sports shot on WOR 
....-Doris Krankel, whose last regular radio scripting stint was ‘Sky 
Blazers,’ has completed a legit comedy, ‘Lullaby for Husbands,’ and also 
has a couple of radio series being submitted to agencies....Marie Baumer 
author of ‘Stella Dallas,’ goes to her summer place at Silvermine, Conn: 
early next month....Bess Flynn, 


placed her. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


John Barrymore’s trouping instinct finally failed him last week and 


forced him to miss his first Sealtest broadcast since joining up with Rudy | 


Vallee as a regular. Flu bugs, too many of them, pinned him down and 
his script was tossed to Orson Welles. . . .Edward Everett Horton waxed an 
half hour comedy program for NBC sales crew....Don Lee’s new W6XAO 
studio overlooking Hollywood from the highest hilltop gave out with its 
first live studio program after months of inactivity during construction of 
the plant... - Three local bands tag on to the Fitch Bandwagon next month. 
Skinnay Ennis leads off May: 11, followed by Freddie Martin and Phil 
Harris....Robert Arden, KFWB-KFOX commentator, did three lectures 


me at Filmarte theatre to help raise funds for British and Greek War relief 
~....Haven MacQuarrie sto 


to visit with his family....Bill Bacher 


[ , another stop-over visitor, headin 
back to Chicago after an Arizona r , ; 


anch siesta....0. B. Hanson looked in 
On the NBC plant before returning east after checking up on the chain’s 
new Studio in Frisco....John Christ of the J. Walter Thompson radi» staff 
goes into training for Uncle Sam this week....NBC sent Arnold McGuire 
to San Antonio to help Ed Cashman set up facilities at Randolph Field 
for, the Kay Kyser broadcast... .Fox Case took a half dozen announcers 
and crew of technicians to Cal Tech in Pasadena to give CBS dialers a 
look into what’s going on in the way of new gimmicks for national de- 
fense....If it’s the farmers who like rain then Kate Smith must have 


who authors ‘Bachelor’s Children’ and | 
“Martha Webster.’ bowed out of lead in latter serial....Vivian Holt re- | 


pped off enroute from Kansas City to Salt Lake 


WAGE, the fourth Syracuse sta- 
tion, hit the air last week. Opera- 
tions were routine with exception of 
a series of salutes to new outlet by 
Mutual, with which unit is linked. 
Formal dedicatory program is 
planned for tonight (22) when 1,000- 
watter will stage hour show from 
stage of Loew's State theatre, half- 
hour (9 to 9:30 p.m.) to be aired 
over Mutual webbing. 

Opening of station was heralded 
by double truck spreads in two local 
Sunday sheets—biggest single pro- 
motion by any local station. Ads 
listed 45 Central New York firms 
'which have already bought time on 
new unit. 

Station opened with following staff 
personnel: Tom McMahon, former 
WNBF, sports editor; Glenn Wil- 
liams, formerly WITH, news editor; 
Mrs. Helen Shaffer, women’s editor; 
Thelma Jean MacNeal, musical di- 
rector; Jackie Deal, John Dekman, 
Robert Kearney, Larry Lawrence 
and William Dunn, staff announcers: 
Herbert Schorr, Russell Loftus, 
Steven Webb, and Victor A. Hanson, 
| sales staff; William Cheley, William 
| Bauer, William Duck, Robert Ard- 
'ner, James Felix and Lyle Conway, 
engineering and operating staff; Gor- 
don Alderman, continuity. 


THREE ROMAGUERAS 
FROM CUBA IN U.S.A. 


Cincinnati, April 22. 
Starting Monday (21), Crosley’s 
short-wave WLWO upped its foreign 
| language programs by inaugurating 
; an all-Spanish stretch from 1 p.m. to 











| midnight, save for the 11 to 11:15 p.m. | 
i strip of news by Peter Grant,.in Eng- | 


| lish, caught off Crosley’s 50,000-watt 
WLW. 

| Programs in 
| Newscasts ere carried every hour on 
| the quarter-hour mark, carrying five 
|minutes up to 7:15 p.m. and 15 min- 
|} utes thereafter. 

| WLWO’'s Spanish newscasters are 
| Jaime Canel and Oscar H. Roma- 
| guera. Latter is a brother of Buck 
| Romaguere, who broadcasts sports in 
English on NBC and also does a news 
| shot in Spanish on that web's short- 
| waver. 

| The Romagueras hail from Havana, 
where they did newspaper and radio 





work before coming over to the 
states. Another brother, Alfredo 
| Romaguere, has been signed by 


WLWO and is to report here May 1. 


F. W. Meyer Gets Going 


Denver, April 22. 

KMYR has its opening 
| April 27 at 2 p.m. with Gov. Ralph 
|Carr and Mayor Ben Stapleton 
scheduled to dedicate the mikes. At 
that time the station will have been 
on the air for several days, for test- 
ing and other purposes, but Sunday 
was selected as most edvantageous 
for formal inauguration and party. 
F. W. Meyer, owner, will speak 
| briefly and staff will be introduced. 
On the inauguration program the 
16-piece KMYR orchestra, directed 
by Milton Shrednik, will appear, as 











Sundey, 


will the Ruth Skelly Bello string en- | 


|semble and vocelists Janet Bible and 
Helen Unfug. The station has signed 


with both ASCAP and BMI, and will | 


be on the 1340 wave length. 
| Quarter hour rates start at $22. 








| Night Boost for KOL 
Seattle, April 22. 
} Federal Communications Commis- 
sion has authorized night time in- 
|crease for KOL, Seattle, to 5.000 
| watts. Station at present uses 1,000 
for night time, 5,000 in day. 
Increase will take effect in about 
{three months, with station going 
| ahead on construction plans for new 
| transmitter. 





the all-Spanish 11- | 
| hour run are of the general! variety. | 


to every camp in the country. 


Soldier.’ 


comedians. 


absentia. 


Gag file of army jokes and situations is piling up for Gracie Allen 
since she sent ‘Brother Willie’ into the cantonments via a weekly letter 
What started as a promotional stunt for 
Burns and Allen while doing air duty for Hormei has developed into a 
valuable cache of material, mostly usable and all timely. 
signed by Gracie’s mythical ‘Brother, Willie’ are addressed to ‘Dear 


Letters 


Gags about ‘Willie’ come in by the thousands every week from camp 
Gracie will keep up the weekly letter as long as the boys 
are in camp and it's certain that when B & A go back on the air in the 
fall, ‘Brother Willie’ will be a prominent member of the act, in 








LOADED AFTER 10 P.M. 


KSTP, Minneapolis, Extends Com- 
mercials Into Late Evening 








Minneapolis, April 22. 


KSTP is commercially laden after 
/10 p. m. and sees it as demonstrat- 
ing to advertisers that in these hin- 
'terlands they don’t take in the, side- 
walks at an early curfew hour. With 
the sale of a new six-nights-a-week 
show to the Gruen Watch Co. at 11 
'p. m., KSTP believes it has unique 
'record for sale of time ‘beyond that 
|customary deadline hour. 


Starting at 10 p. m., KSTP has a 
|Phillips Petroleum for a Monday 
ithrough Saturday 15-minute news- 
cast; Minnesota Milk Foundation is 
on the line for a 10:15 to 10:30 p. m. 
musical show with Amanda Snow 
Monday through Friday, and Twin 
| City De Soto Dealers follow with a 
| Sports Oddities show from 10:30 to 
/10:45 p. m., also Monday through 
Friday. 

The Saturday night 10:15 to 10:45 
p. m. time is sponsored by Brown & 
Williamson for Avalon Cigarettes. 
Show is the weekly ‘Sunset Valley 
Barn Dance.’ 











Fulton Lewis Tours Plants 


Fulton Lewis, Jr., Mutual’s Wash- 
ington correspondent, will do 
series on 
| Thursday nights, 
He'll originate the programs from 
various. strategic defense points, 
starting with the Chrysler tank plant 
at Detroit. Series will be in co- 
operation between Mutual and the 
National Assn. of Manufacturers. 
| Lewis will alsO continue hise regular 
five-weekly series. at 7 p.m. 

Merrill E. Compton, research 
writer of the N.A.M. will do the ad- 
vance work for the new programs, 


which will be tabbed ‘Your Defense | 


Reporter.” Another series on the 
same subject ‘Defense for America,’ 


also in co-operation with the N.A.M., | 


is heard over NBC red (WEAF) 
Saturday nights. Laurence Ham- 
mond writes and produces it. 





WPAT, Paterson, Opening 


Paterson, N. J., April 22. 

On May 3, station WPAT will 
open, 
on the 930 band. It is owned and 
operated by Frank Faulkner, 
engineer of WBBM-Columbia, Chi- 
cago, Rex Scheppe, sales manager of 
WIRE, Indianzpolis and James Cos- 
man, who is president of the WPAT 
outfit. 


the WBBM sales staff. 


Milt Kaye to Paterson 





Milton Bernard Kaye, who origi- 
nated the ‘Music to Re * By’ record- 


WMCA DOTS SCHEDULE 
WITH MUSIC PERIODS 


WMCA, New York, has completely 
revamped its schedule of musical 
shows in the past month. In that 
period the station has dropped ap- 
proximately 20 record shows and 
added 20 live music programs, all 
handled by its 1l-piece studio band. 
Joe Rines is now musical director of 
the outlet and from a basic com- 
bination of four sax, two trumpets, 
one trombone, bass, piano, drums, 
violin, he has developed various 
combinations of instruments to in- 
terpret everything from jive to class- 
ical music. Much of the music he 
uses is stuff that he himself has 
written in the past. 

New programs are: 

‘Familiar Waltzes’ — Mon., 8:30-9 
p.m. (band plays 21 old melodies 
through without a halt). 

‘Open House’ — Mon.-Fri, 
p.m. (swing show, guests). 

‘String Concert’ — M.-W.-F., 6:45-7 
p.m. (classical). 

‘Curtiss and Colby’—Tues.-Thurs., 
6:45-7 p.m. (piano duets). 

Stuart Allen (former vocalist with 
Richard Himber) and small string 
|group, M.-W.-F., 7:30-7:45 p.m. 

Irish music with Louise Agnese, 





4:30-5 





For Manufacturers Assn. vocalist, Tues.-Thurs., 7:30-7:45 p.m. 


8:30-9 
fox-trots in 


‘Memory Lane’—Fri., 
(21 familiar 


p.m. 
medley 


a | form). 
national defense at 10:45 | ‘Tintypes’—Tues., 8:30-45 p.m. (old 
starting May 1.|tunes of Gay 


90’s era, never pub- 
lished). 


‘Carriage Trade Supper Club’— 


| Tues., 9-9:30 (aimed at society level). 


More Clever Kids 





It’s a 1,000-watter operating | 


| 
| 


ed series on WHN, New York, leaves | 


the staff this week to become pro- 
gram director of WPAT, new station 
at Paterson, N. J., slated to start op- 
eration May 3. Besides handling the 
‘Music to Read By’ series, he has 
been in charge of recorded program- 
ming at WHN. 

Before joining the Loew station 
five years ago, he had a photographic 
| studio, and previous to that was a 
| concert pianist. 





| added a flock of new rural friends. 
| torrents of sky juice—all except the 


| _— 


‘IN CHICAGO... 


Her Friday night broadcasts brought 
last one, 





Helen Hiett, NBC commentator just in from Gibraltar, was in town on 


some lecture touring and the NBC mob tossed a cocktail spread for her 
...»-Henry Saxe now with the ‘Stepmother’ cast... .Francis Trout back to 
job in ether ‘Scattergood Baines’ after Coast trip for role of ‘Pliny’ in the 


second flicker of the ‘Baines’ series. 
former, doubling as songwriter, and 
Radio-Stage Theatre’s forthcoming 


has turned out several tunes for the 
musical production....Shirley Sher- 


man, formerly of the Weiss & Geller agency, moving in as secretary of 
WGN publicity chief Bruce Dennis, replacing Ivy Brown, who exits on a 
six-month leave....Virginia Clark back to mike work after long vacash 


...Catherine McCune now doubling 


on the ‘Scattergood Baines’ show. 





} 


Seattle, April 22. 

First network show to originate in 
| Seattle will air Sunday, April 27, 
from KJR and weekly thereafter for 
four weeks before moving to Holly- 
wood. Show is ‘Kids of the Week’ 
half-hour broadcast in which the 
kids are allowed to have their say 
on any subject. Will go out over 
| Pacific Blue of NBC. 
| Doris Sederholm is moderator of 
|show and has worked on origination 
and production. Chief idea is to let 
the six kids speak own thoughts 
| without studio audience, excitement 
or pressure. Two age groups will 
be used—from 10 to 12 and from 
12 to 14; three girls and three boys. 
Show is bankrolled by Lime Cola 


chief | ©°- 





Nets Peddle a Pair 
Hollywood, April 22. 
Both NBC and Columbia signed up 
sponsors for studio-built shows last 


Station was planned and applied | week. CBS contract with Yeast Foam 
for when Scheppe was member of | Puts 


Frank Graham’s 
KNX nightly in 


‘Nightcep 
Yarns’ op quarter 
hour gasps. 

Lime Cola bought NBC’s variation 
of the Quiz Kids for the coast blue 
network. New twist has the moppets 
in the audience tossing questions at 
an adult panel of experts. 





TED NICHOLAS WITH WIRE 





Former Manager of Orrin Tucker 
Orchestra Now with Station 
Indianapolis, April 22. 

Ted Nicholas, former manager of 
Orrin Tucker orch, has accepted the 
post of commercial manager at 
WIRE, local NBC outlet. Nicholas 
left the Tucker band in January and 
opened his own advertising agency 
here. After a few weeks he was of- 
fered the position in radio and ac- 
cepted. 

Nicholas was manager of the vaud- 
film Lyric for six years, and has been 
associated with other theatres in the 
capacity of manager and publicity 
representative. 





San Luis Obispo, Cal.—Myron 
Mears, until recently operator of a 
wax studio in Hollywood, has joined 
the nnouncing staff of local station 
KVEC. 








a 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Edwin Hartricn did a 15-minute NBC transpacific (19) which was an- 
nounced as the first ‘uncensored’ air report after a survey of the situation 
in the Netherlands East Indies, Singapore, the Malayan Peninsula and 
French Indo-China. Hartrich, remembered for his broadcasting on CBS 
from the low countries and from Berlin as well as from other European 





spots last year, gave a clear picture of the troubled South Pacific area. | 


He covered the ground on this trip via plane with his wife. Hartrich 
stated that when he landed on the field at Java, he and Mrs. Hartrich 
were arrested and held for 48 hours. Netherlands East Indies officials 
have ‘a healthy suspicion of all foreigners,’ due to known Fifth Column 
activities by the Germans and Japs. Hartrich’'s arrest made, although he 
bore a personal letter from the Dutch minister in Washington, was due 
to the fact he had an old German visa among his papers and had done 
‘radio reporting from Berlin within the past six months.’ 





Jane Crusinberry, author of the Procter & Gamble serial, ‘Story of Mary 
Marlin,’ will take a vacation again this summer and is looking for a sub- 
stitute scripter to take over while she’s away. Show is produced out of 
Chicago, with Joseph Ainley directing, for the Compton agency, but shifts 
July 1 to Benten & Bowles. It moves next Monday (28) from 3 p.m. on 
NBC red (WEAF) to 11 a.m. on the same network, with a repeat at 5 p.m. 
on CBS. Ivory snow is the product. 

‘Marlin’ is the program which first brought Sandra Michael to P. & G. 
attention when she was substitute scripter two summers ago. Since then 
Pp. & G. has sponsored her ‘Against the Storm’ and ‘Lone Journey.’ 





Lisa Sergio, commentator on WQXR, New York, was one of six people 
allegedly named by John Arena, murdered Italian publisher of Chicago, 


as being slated for assassination by U.S. Fascists. That was revealed Sun- | 


day (20) in a newspaper story relating that Arena made the statement in 
an interview several weeks before his death. 

When she was informed of the story, Miss Sergio called it to the atten- 
tion of police in Larchmont, N. Y., where she lives, but otherwise took 
the matter philosophically. She was once a member of the Fascist party 
in Italy. Miss Sergio has increasingly praised the U. S. and democratic 
ideals generally and has frequently criticized the Fascist and Nazi philos- 
ophies and policies. 





American Can Co. is marking time in so far as its commercials on ‘The 
Amazing Mr. Smith’ series (Mutual) are concerned because of the metal 
priorities situation. The show and time had been bought to plug the com- 
pany’s keglined brand but since then the question has come up as to 
whether beer cans wouid be considered essential by the OPM’s priorities 
board. So far the only commercial reference on the show has been the 
introductory, ‘The American Can Co. presents...’ 

The indications are that the series will be used to plug the food con- 
tainer end of the business. 





Sense of loyalty te their sponsor (Johnson wax) for giving them their 
big break and playing along with them for six years prompted the Jim 
Jordans and Don Quinn to reject the overture of Young & Rubicam’s Chet | 
LaRoche to swing over to Lever Bros. (Swan soap) when they run out 
their string with Johnson next April. Although the coin offered is said 
to be almost twice what they’re now receiving, the Jordans and Quinn gave 
it a polite turndown. Understood Quinn, who scripts the ‘Fibber McGee 
and Molly’ program, is a partner in the enterprise. 





Colgate’s Spotlight, summer replacement for Ask-It-Basket on CBS 
Thursday nights (Ted Bates agency), finally overcame a little unwritten 
rule around CBS set down by Major Bowes’ amateur program that no 
similar talent show can go on the same network. Colgate’s Spotlight, how- 
ever, is supposed to focus pro and new talent alike, at a flat $50 per shot 
basis, the winner to come back the ensuing week for $200, and the five 
top winners appearing on one grand slam show every six weeks. 
Runyon, Bates’ radio producer, handles the show. 





It may have been due to the vagaries inspired by spring or to sheer 
innocence about the business, but a couple of station reps last week got a 
call from an agency seeking guaranteed evening chainbreaks on Class A 
stations for an announcement campaign which would start in October. It 
was one of the smaller agencies and after quick enlightenment as to cost 
it decided to lay off the quest until at least late August. 

The product was a coughdrop. 





“Vox Pop’ will be at the Newspaper Publishers Association convention 
in New York April 25 to quiz over CBS King Features Service writers, 
including General Hugh Johnson, Beatrice Fairfax, Inez Robb and Bugs 
Baer. Prior to first N. Y. screening of ‘The Great American Broadcast’ 
last week, ‘Vox Pop’ put on Lowell Thomas, Graham Guy 


Lombardo, Adelaide Hawle§, Howard Barlow and Joan Edwards, all of 
radio, 





Any British Broadcasting Corp. clampdown on certain prominent show 
biz personalities because of their political leanings (Pacifist or Leftist) was 
nixed by the Prime Minister. Speaking in Parliament, Winston Churchill 
stated at question time it was not part of British policy to levy discrim- 
ination. 
marks of becoming something sizably disturbing. 





Bandit slain by a deputy sheriff last Wednesday (16) in an attempted 
hold-up of the North Prairie office of the State Bank of Genesce Depot 
Wis., was later identified as the farmhand who for the last eight months 
had been working under the name of Henry Roger Williams on the Wau- 


kesha county estate of William J. Benning, musical director of WTMJ, 
Milwaukee. 





Rinso (Lever Bros.) is considering a serial based on ‘Mr, and Mrs. 
North’ as a summer replacement for ‘Big Town’ (CBS). The question of 
— Edward G. Robinson for the coming fall won’t come up until 

une, 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency. 





Dorsey Richardson, director of Columbia Broadcasting System, acquired 
10 shares of the web's Class A common during February, the Securities 
& Exchange Commission reported last week. These are all he owns. 


Don’t Forget St. Paul 


Minneapolis, April 22. 


Jack Aley Will Manage 
WLEX, N. C., Newcomer 


_ Charlie +, N. C., April 22. 
on Br adcasting — 0 In order to appease St. Paul, which 

ormal aplication wit e | va 
Federal le. oer ead rn has been squawking enamine of 
sion at Washington for a license to | alleged station neglect, WCCO now 
operate a full-time broadcasting sta- | }§ originating its 45-minute variety 
tion there. Jack Aley, who for more | Show, ‘Saturday Morning Open 
than two years past has been the | House’ from the Hotel Lowry studio 
Lexington manager for _ station | there. The 500 tickets for the initial 
WMFR of High Point at Lexington, | broadcast were gobbled up days 
will be manager of WLEX, as the ahead and many people were turned 
Proposed new station would be | 4Way- 
designated, if the FCC permit is| Station’s gesture has brought the 
issued. | show extra cooperation from the St. 

The corporation has applied for a | Paul Dispatch-Pioneer Press which 

permit to use 250 watts power. A | helped build a live audience for the 
wave length of 1390 kilocycles is be- | first broadcast and upped the St. 
ing sought. | Paul listening audience, 











Jack | 


Ban will be lifted. He turned into a laugh what had the ear- | 


Ae PV by | 


McDONALD’S WELFARE 


| It’s Reported a Factor in Clark 
Griffith’s Price Slice 








Washington, April 22. 





of the Washington baseball team, to 
maintain a mike job for Arch Mc- 
Donald, is credited with Griffith’s 
last-minute decision to reduce his 
price for the  season’s 


stalemate, which threatened to keep 
the Washington team’s games off the 


air locally this season, did not end | 


in time for the broadcasting of the 


opening game (14). WMAL did pick 


up part of the second game at Boston 
and the regular broadcasts began 
Wednesday (16). 

General Mills and L. P. Steuart, 
auto dealer, are co-sponsoring the 
Washington games. For a while only 
the later innings will be broadcast 
every day except Sunday because of 
prior matinee time commitments. 














Anxiety of Clark Griffith, owner | 


broadcast | 
rights from $15,000 to $8,500. The | 





U.S. Radio Drive 
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be useful in contacting the immigrant 
groups. Some 22 of the 27 foreign 
tongues spoken in the United States 
| will be used in recording one-minute 
' announcements. 

The Treasury has no actual dollar 
| quotas on bond sales, but is especially 
'anxious to achieve the widest pos- 


|sible distribution of the bonds 
through the populece. Hence the 
|emphasis upon radio. Government 


| does not want bonds gobbled up only 
|by the banking and_ well-to-do 
|classes. Its theory is that the na- 
| tional defense burden and the prob- 
lem of a post-bellum slump will be 
best eased by a spread. In other 
words, the Treasury, through radio, 
|is going efter people as well as dol- 
| lars. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
j 


Campaign Tees Off May 1 
At the moment, the Treasury radio 


ADD DAAMAAMAAAAAAAAAAALA LLL 


: Payroll Traffic 





++ ooo 








| Baltimore.—Armand Grant is the ' joined the continuity staff of station 

latest addition to WBAL’s sales staff. ; after absence of six months. 

| He comes from the department store | —_—— 

| field. | San Antonio—Fred Hammond is 
fat KONO as engineer and an- 


St. Louis.—Jack Norwine, newcom- | nouncer, replacing Herbie Hartman, 
|er to radio, now gabber at WTMYV, | ae 
East St. Louis. 


El Paso, Texas.—Luceba Van Dyke 
writes and narrates new KROD 
; Toledo, O.—Harold Marsh, former script. She’s from KWJB, Globe, 
maintenance superintendent of! Arizona. 
| WSPD, Toledo, has been assigned to 
| the signal corps at Fort Monmouth, | 
N. J. 





Fort Worth.—Ernest Mobley is 
| addition to Texas State Network an- 
|nouncing staff. Comes from station 
Charleston, W. Va.—Dave Fulton, KVWC, Vernon, Texas, where he 
formerly of WPIC, Sharon, Pa., has| was manager. 
| joined the staff of WCHS, Cuaries-| J.D. Jones terminated eight years 
ton, W. Va., as announcer. |} with KGKO-WBAP to report to 
|Uncle Sam. He will be an ensign of 
Schenectady.—Charles Warren, an-! Naval Reserve. 
nouncer at WGY, has sports events 
assignment at WGRC, Louisville,; penver.—T. C. McClelland, chief 
Ky. engineer at KLZ since 1935, called 
Watertown, N. Y.—Robert Mowers) ty) Annapolis as a reserve ensign. 
from WGY now an announcer at) virgi] Reames of the sales staff, a 
WWNY, new station of Watertown | yeserve captain, joined the 40th field 


Times. Tommy Martin is manager | artillery and will be stationed at 


of WWNY. |Camp Roberts (San Simeon). 


, ae | Elmer Fondren, KGGM, Albu- 
Salisbury, N. C—WSTP has added! querque, is now KLZ_ promotion 


announcers Eddie Carlos and! manager. 
Woody Leafer. The additions were} 
made following the recent resigna- 














tion of Bob Van Camp, program di- | ge roethweny pote 
rector, and promotion of George Madison becomes member of staff 


Brantley to that position. 

In addition to ‘announcing, Carlos | 
will present programs of American 
and Mexican songs to his own ac- 
| companiment on the guitar. He was 
formerly with XERA, Mexican 
| border station. 
Des Moires—Dan Hosmer, of the 


| productior. staff of WLS, Chicago, is 


of WTMJ. 





Kansas City.—Lillian Faust of the 
continuity and anouncing staff of 
KCKN, Kansas City, leaves to take 
a position with KRIC, Beaumont, 
| Texas. j 








Colorado Springs—Zelle Wade, for- 





| department, under Vince Callahan, | 


| recently manager of WBZ, Boston, is 
ready to launch its campaign on Mey 
1. Preliminary steps of the campaign 
| has the Treasury supplying prepared 
| scripts for: 

An interview by local stations 
with local mayors the day before 
the campzign opens, and with local 
postmasters the day it starts. 

A series of red-white-and-blue 
one-minute announcements to run 
at station convenience. Some 554 
stations have stated they will co- 
operate. 

wo five-minute transcribed in- 
terviews on the defense stamps 
| and bonds will be provided weekly 


Televised Roundtable 


| Meantime, NBC will have a tele- 
| vision roundtable by six news com- 
| mentators who will discuss the bonds, 
and some 14. different 
broadcasts are scheduled. The Treas- 
jury has requested and over 30 spon- 
sors 
allusions, even gags, ebout the bonds 
be slipped into the big sponsored 
entertainments as or when oppor- 
| tunities arise. 

| Announcements between innings at 
baseball games are among the ges- 
tures the Treasury will request in 
| the sports field. 

Callahan’s aide, Cherles J. Gil- 
| christ, is leaving Sunday for Holly- 
| wood to line up film personalities for 
radio transcriptions. This is separate 





| for the defense bonds being launched 
by Howerd Dietz, of Metro. 
No Ad Budget As Yet 

At the present time the Treasury 
lis without funds for advertising, but 
it is possible appropriations will be 
voted hereafter by Congress. In 
such event radio will share in the 
total amount to be spent. In antici- 
| pation of this possibility the several 
networks have been invited to pre- 
pare and file presentations. 


’ » 
Ssaies 


in the name of patriotic effort. 
Treasury radio department now in- 
|cludes Frank King, Jerry Holland, 
‘Irvin Sulds and Marjorie Spriggs, 
| another ex-Bostonien from WBZ. As 
|a special courtesy to Uncle Sam by 
the Marschalk & Pratt advertising 
agency, the preliminary batch of red- 
white-and-blue announcements was 
written by an ace agency writer, Bill 


Freemen, without cost. This gives 
them, it is reported, a professional 


vw 


zinginess and sellingness that is ordi- 
narily absent in copy supplied by 
Government egencies to radio sta- 
tions. 

| Treasury was in conference last 
week at Washington with Gleen 
Bannerman, president of the Cena- 
dian Assn. of Broadcasters, who gave 
it the benefit of Canada’s recent 
lexperience in selling similar bonds 
| to its citizens via radio. 


| joining the continuity and produc- 
tion department of KSO-KRNT. 





Pittsburgh—Bob Merryman _has| 
resigned his announcer’s berth at 


KDKA to become program director| joined as announcer. 


for station WIBC in Indianapolis.| 
He’s being replaced by Johnny'|} 


| Boyer, who moves over from KQ’/. | 


| service. 
| RKO film producer of same name.) 


/KWJJ here, joined KOIN-KALE as| 
f announcer. 


network | 


have answered favorably that | 


Lloyd Chapman named head of! 
sound effects department at KDKA, | 


| succeeding Johnny Shiliano, recently | the MFA Milling Co., 


upped to a spot in Westinghouse’s | 
radio engineering department. 





Portland, Ore.—Bob Sisk, KOIN-| 
KALE, home in Los Angeles this 
week preparatory to entering army | 
(Not to be confused with| 
Frank Heminway, formerly of| 
He’s former actor, hav-| 
ing appeared on the New York legit | 
and in vaudeville. 





Boston—Grace L. Erickson of Win- 
etka, Ill, replaced Esther Wiley at 
WEEL 


Madison, Wis.—-William E. Walker, 
for 10 years business manager and 
sports announcer of station WIBA 
here, will depart May 1 to join W. E. | 
Walker advertising agency and to 
supervise stations WSAU, Wausau, 
and WMAM, Marinette, Wis. 

Akron—Marcia DeLeone’s ‘Betty 
Bargain’ program, on WJW for five 
years, has switched to WAKR, with 
Gretchen Neidlinger, of copy de- 
partment, taking over the WJW spot 
with ‘Gretchen’s Guide.’ Other 
changes in local ether setup include: 
Bob Bowles and Rae Carde have left 
business staff of WLW, while Bill 
Egan has left WAKR. Jeg Zahrt has | 
become WAKR hostess, replacing 
Jane Joffmeyer who has moved into 


commercial office. Russ Wise, for- 
merly of WTAM, Cleveland, now 
announcer at WAKR, and Gordon 


Smith, at the local station, has gone 


to WHK, Cleveland. Dave Fulton, 
formerly WJW announcer, has 
joined staff at WCHS, Charleston’ 
W. Va 


Salt Lake City—KDYL has named 
Ed Stoker as their new musical di- 
rector, replacing By Woodbury. 


Tne 
es 


assistant musica] director of the sta- | 


tion for the last three years. 





New Haven—Jerry Lewis, former 
legit actor to WELI as assistant news 
editor. 





Dallas.—Jerry Doggett of KFRO, 
Longview. has joined municipal! sta- 
tion, WRR, as head of sports depart- 
ment. 





Amarillo, Texas. — Dick Martin, 
newscaster at KGNC here, has 
joined Daily Cklahoman as aviation 
editor. Jack Sitton succeeded him. 

Dorothy Hopper Holbrook has re- 


merly publicity director of the local 
chamber of commerce, has joined the 


| staff of KVOR as program end pub- 


licity director. James Lantz, for- 
merly with KSAL, Salina, Kan., has 
Jimmy Burke, 
from WHB, Kansas City, Calvin 
Frederick, KICA, Clovis, N. M., and 
Robin Davis, KCKN, Kansas City, 
ere newcomers along with Blanche 
File, formerly advertising writer for 
Springfield. 





Savannah—Jerry Burns, formerly 
sports broadcaster for WGN and 
WJJD, Chicago, has joined the staff 
of WSAV, local NBC outlet, where 
he’ll handle ghe play-by-play ac- 
counts of the Savannah Indiens 


| games for Atlantic Refining and do 


various other “announcing and pro- 
duction assignments. 





New York City.—Carroll Bagley, 


| formerly assistant to the sales man- 


ager of Dufay color film, hes joined 
the sales staff of WMCA, New York. 
Fairlie Myers, of Savanriah, joined 
the continuity staff which now in- 
cludes Raymond Sweney, director; 
Irwin Naitove and Edwin Weisman. 

New York City-——Bernard J. Fuld, 
engineer at WQXR, New York, and 
a reserve communications naval offi- 
cer, was called Monday (21) far ac- 
tive service. After four months’ spe- 
cial training at Annapolis, he will be 
assigned senior communications 
officer of one of the larger battle- 
ships. 

Philip Keith Palmer joined WQXR 
announcing staff, filling the vacancy 
left by William D. Strauss, now 
serving with the army at Ft. Jack- 
son, S. C. 

William . Crawford, formerly a 
copywriter for J. Walter Thompson 
agency, has joined the promotion de- 
partment of WOR, New York. 

Prescott Robinson, from CFCF, 
Montreal, has joined WOR. He re- 
places Sid Walton, who resigned to 
do free-lance announcing. 


as 


Herrin, Il.—Edgar C. Deffenbaugh, 
former program director of WSOY, 
Decatur, IIll., has joined the staff of 
WJPF here as production manager. 
Ray Moss and Gene Gosch are re- 
cent addition to the WJPF sales 
staff. 





Fargo, N. D.—Bey Greene, former- 


‘ly of KOVC, Valley City, has joined 


the staff of WDAY, local NBC outlet, 
succeeding Paul Schlatter, of the en- 
gineering department. Schlatter left 
to join the staff of WCHS, Charles- 
ton, W. Va. Fred Mendenhall, for- 
merly of KFXJ, Grand Junction, 
Col ze is also a neweomer to the 
WDAY engineering department. Kent 
Mack, of Minnesota University, will 
take the vacation shift in the WDAY 
engineering staff. Roy Pederson, of 
North Dakota State college, is an an- 


|} nouneer at WDAY, and is also ac- 


tive in the station’s talent bureau. 
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Bands at Hotel B. O. 


the estimated cove? 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. 
holiday price.) 


(Presented herewith, as weekly tabulation, is 


a 


Larger amount designates weekend and 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 

Clyde Lucas* ....Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ 3 775 2.775 

Xavier Cugat......walaorf (375; $1-$1.50)........+0- J 1,725 1,725 

Ray Kinney.......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 1 $1,675 1,675 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)........... 27 1,450 34,675 | 

12 2,425 31,400 


Jimmy Dorsey... .Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 

t Seven days, including Saturday (12) opening. 

{ Nine days from Kinney’s April 10 opening. 





James, $24,000 in Det., King, 206 
In Omaha, Big in Bandfilmers, But 


Clyde McCoy Light $17,500 in N.Y. 














Jimmy Dorsey, New York — Ou k: ¢ d 
(Strand; 35-55-75-85-99). With ‘Great tloo - U00 

Lie’ (WB) on screen (2d week). si 

Combined draught of the Bette Band booking agencies are 
Davis film and the Dorsey orchestra looking forward to what they 
means a stout current (2d) week's think will be the biggest summer 


take of $35,000, following a first over | 
Faster that hit big $47,000. Holds | 
third stanza. | 

Shep Fields, Chicago—(State-Lake; | 
2.700; 28-44). With vaude and ‘Car- 


in years for bands of all types, 
in location and on one-nighters. 
Outlook is particularly good for 
the split and full week stands, 
most of last year’s operations re- 
suming 


cans an severe y Ss 
avan’ (Par) on = screen. Brilliant | d several new one 
19,000 forecast. Fields’ outfit is| 2¢¢ed. In fact, bookers expect a 
a sae ..| more acute shortage of major 
topper in the stage line-up, and is| 


bands for one-night work than 
is usually the case, because of 
the number of parks, etc., that 
will have to be serviced. 

Base their predictions on the 


providing the real boxoffice back- 
bone. 
Benny Goodman, New York (Para-| 


nount; 35-55-85-99). With ‘Road to! 


Zanzibar’ Par) on screen, plus Copa-|} unusually good spring business 
| . . . * 

cabana Revue and other acts (3d; _ piled up in various sections of 

week). Very potent coin-getter, sec-| the country, in spots that have 


| 


ond week ending last night (Tues.) 
being sock $56,000. First was $67.- 


b€en drawing consistently heavy 
crowds with most any calibre of 


500, second best week for house in band. Totem Pole, Auburndale, 
over five years of the pitband pol-| Mass., is an example. Spot has 
icy. Both ‘Zanzibar’ and Goodman | halted ticket sales at 3,000 ad- 
share in the honors, | missions repeatedly. Another 


am ooo ae 7 
Phil Harris, Los Angeles—(Para-| ened beset eine eee, 

Sous; S500; =. 80-79). With | tions allotted to industrial areas 

Road to Zanzibar’ (Par) on screen. | where most of ‘the bigger aa 

Film, which is a watloping boxoffice | nicht isainedingn ah cai ae 

item, has been pencilled in for three | heaohedl ; . pa 

weeks, while Harris has signed for irghiai 

two weeks only. Initial seven days 

look like $30,000, terrific. 

Harry James, Detroit— (Michigan; 
4,000; 30-40-55). With Eddie Bracken 
and Kitty Carlisle on stage, and 
‘Reaching for the Sun’ (Par) on 
screen. Big $24,000 for the combo.} 
Film is being run under its original 
title, ‘F.O.B. Detroit,’ and the stage 











Musicians Union Honors 
Ford Executive, Labeled 
Anti-Union, With Medal 


show includes Eddie Bracken, also Detroit, April 22. 
in the pic. Bill shows strength in Harry Bennett, personnel director 


every direction, 

Wayne King, Omaha — (Orpheum; 
3,000; 10-40-55). With ‘Topper Re- 
turns’ (UA) on screen. King and his 
revue are opening their road tour at 
this spot and the unveiling looks like 
$20.000, immense. May get as high | 
as Sammy Kaye's record at this spot, 
which was $21,000. Film is a normal 
grosser. 


presented with a gold medal here 


by Musicians Union, Local 5, AFL. 
Musicians presented him with the 
medal in recognition of his assist- 
ance over the years to jobless mem- 
bers of the union dating back to the 


Abe Lyman, Philadelphia—(Earle; | time when sound came into the pic- 


9350: 35-46-57-68-75). With ‘Girl,' ture theatres and blitzed many house 
Guy, Gob’ (RKO) on s¢reen. Tally | orchestras. In presenting the medal, 
will be about $18,000, barely par for Jack Ferentz, local president, praised 
the house. Warm weather is doing Bennett not only for providing work 
the Philly grosses no good for many of the musicians but in 
Clyde McCoy. New York—(State; following through until their per- 
8-55-75-90-$1 10) With ‘Lady Eve’, S0mal problems were solved. 
(Par) as the picture, plus vaude acts ; Present for the presentation in 
including Dean Murphy, Sims and Bi nnett's office also were George V 
Bailey. Biz quite light at only about ( lancy, union secretary, and Eduard 
$17.500. but probably due largely ae pelts for many years orchestra 
fact ‘Eve’ was milked at the first-. ©@@e at the Michigan theatre. 


run Par recently, going three weeks 
there to heavy takings. 

Ted Weems, Cincinnati—(Shubert; 
2,150; 33-44-60). With ‘Melody for 
Three’ (RKO? on screen. Reaching 
for $11,000, best gross here for the 


Virginia Beach Bookings 





Entire season of bands 





past four weelts.. Weems entirely set up for the Surf Beach Club. Vir- | 
responsible, | Sinia Beach, Va. General Amuse- 
| ment Corp. set 10 weeks and five 
i'days of talent, and Wm. Morris 


Johnny McGee opens the season. 


Benny Goodman Season | 
For O.G. Mav End Mav 5 staying a fortnight, from May 30 to 
- “4 June 10. Woody Herman runs June 


Benny Goodmen will likely do his 11-17: i 
. S| 11- le -30; 
last Old Gold broadcast on W4JZ. th ly wean jong eg a ot 
| y Busse, July 1-7; Lani MclIn- 

N.Y., for the current season May 5. ‘tire. Julv : : 
. = A & tire. July 8-16; Al Donahue, July 17- 
andman's contract with J. Walter | 24; Glenn Miller, July 25-26: 27-28 is 
Thompson, agency on the account. | : : 


| undecided, probably a local band: 
ntitles the latter to interpose a! Count Basie. July 29-Aug. 4; Jimmy 
13-week vacation and bring him | Dorsey, Aug. 5-18; Glen Gray Aug. 


back for a ‘ther 13 weeks, 19-25; Joe Venuti, Aug. 20-Sept. 1. 


pears Bos 


| of the Ford Motor Co. and promi- | 
nently named as leader in the anti- | 
union activity of the company, was | 


has been | 


‘agency the remaining three weeks. | 





Band Bookings 


0 ote 
Van Alexander, May 9, Williams 
College, Williamstown, Mass 
Billy Baer-Eddy Howard, April 26, 
Orpheum theatre, Springfield, IIlL.; 
27, Palace theatre, Peoria; 29-30, 








Coronado theatre, Rockford, Ill; May | 


1, Palace theatre, South Bend, Ind.; 
4 Rialto theatre, Joliet, II! 

Bill Bardo, April 25, Cherokee C.C 
Knoxville, Tenn.; 26, Athletic Club 
Columbus. 

Ralph Barlow, May 18, Forest Par 
Highlands 

Count Basie, July 29, week, Surf 
Beach Club, Virginia Beach. 

Henry Busse, July 1, week, Surf 
Beach Club, Virginia Beach. 

Bobby Byrne, April 25, Miami U., 
Oxford, O.; 26, Trianon B., Cleve- 
land; 27, Myers Lake Park, Canton, 
O.; May 


Detroit. 

Cab Calloway, April 25, Electric 
Park, Waterloo, Ia.; 26, Carlton Col- 
lege, Northfield, Minn.; 27, Arkota B., | 


Sioux Falls, S. D.; May 3, Frog Hop) 
B., St. Joseph, Mo. 


let Minneapolis. 


hotel, Philadelphia. 
Sonny Dunham, May 9, four weeks | 
Roseland B., New York. 


Warehouse, Kinston, N. C.; 2, Jax 


Rocky Mount, N. C.; 4, Aud., Val- 
dosta, Ga.; 5, 
sonville, Fla.; 7, Aud., Waycross, Ga.; 
8, Aud., Albany, Ga.; 9, Aud., Macon, 





Ga.; 13, Aud., Savanah, Ga.; 14, 
Grant’s Park, Charleston, S. C, 
Erskine Hawkins, May 3, four 


weeks, Savoy Ballroom, New York 
City. 
Woody Herman, Apri! 24, Pla-Mor 


lege, Columbia, Mo.; 27, 
| Aces, Topeka, Kan.; 28, U. of Ar- 
| kansas, Fayetteville: 29, Shrine Mos- 
que, Springfield, Mo.; 30, Turnpike 


Casino, Lincoln, Neb.; May 1, Surf B., 
week, Orpheum | 


Clear Lake, Ia.; 2, 
theatre, Minneapolis. 


tre, Canton, O. 
Inkspots, May 

son, Tenn.; 2, 

4, Indiana 


1, Armory, Jack- 


Roof, Indianapolis; 5, 


ory, Columbus; 
Indianapolis; 9, week, Regal theatre, 
Chicago; 16, Virginia theatre, Cham- 
paign, Ill; 1% Miramar B., Gary, 
| Ind. 

| Herbie Kay, April 26, two weeks, 
| Trocadero, Henderson, Ky. 
Little Jack Little, May 





9, 


cago; June 20, Muehlebach 


Kansas City; July 28, Hamid’s Mil- 
lion Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. 
Johnny J.ong, May 16, Middlebury 
College Junior Prom, Middlebury, 
| Vt.; 18, Hofbrau, Lawrence, Mass. 
Vincent Lopez, May 4, Rivoli thea- 
tre, Rutherford, [1.; 19-20, 
| Skating Arena, London, Ont. 
Jimmie Lunceford, May 2-5, Grand 
theatre, Evansville, Ill; 6, 
Temple B., Louisville, Ky.; 
ais Royale, South Bend, 


7, Pal- 
Ind.; 9, 


Riverview B., Des Moines; 10, Turn- | 
pike Casino, Lincoln, Neb.; 11, Aud., | 
Omaha, Neb.; 12, Rainbow B., Den-| 


ver; 13, U. of Colorado, Boulder; 14, 
tainbow B., Denver; 15-17, 
Randevu, Salt Lake City. 


Rainbow 


Johnny McGee, May 3, two weeks, | 


Yankee 


Lake, Brookfield, O 
Red Nichols, May 2, U. of New 
Hampshire Junior Prom, Durham. 
N. H. 
Teddy Powell, Mav 10, Old Or- 
chard Pier, Old Orchard Beach, 
Me.; 14-16-17, Totem Pole B. Au- 


burndale, Mass. 

Tommy Reynolds, May 4, Hofbrau. 
Lawrence, Mass.; May 17, Phillips- 
Exeter Academy, Exeter, N. H. 
re... Inn, New York City. 

Dick Rogers, April 27, Ritz B., 
| Bridgeport, Conn.; 28-30, Paramount 
theatre, Springfield, Mass. 

Charlie Spivak, April 25-26, U. of 
| Georgia, Athens; May 2-3, Davidson 
| College. Charlotte, N. C.; 7, Empire | 


| B., Allentown, Pa.; 8, Loyola College,| Girls g 


Baltimore; 9, 


Washington, D. C.; 16, Cornell U.,| 
| Ithaca, N. Y. 

| Jack Teagarden, May 29, week. | 
| Paramount theatre, Los 


| June 7, two weeks, Jantzen’s Beach,| Other series for Philco, doing tw 


Portland, Ore.; June 20, two weeks, | 





| 


| 
| 


1, Trianon B., Toledo; 2, | p. 
GM Aud., Detroit; 3, Masonic Temple, | 





| from 1,700 dancers at 85c was excellent. 


| 


Ella Fitzgerald, May 1, Central! pulled neat 1,551 at $1 plus tax. 


Palmetto Park, Au-! Jer 
gusta, Ga.; 6, Two Spot Club, Jack-| 





Krupa’s $6,800, Prov., Herman’s $5,043. 
Lopez's $3.949 Top 1-Niter Takes 


| Del Brissette (Bancroft hotel, Worcester, Mass., April 16) Holy Cross 
undergrad hop drew 300 couples at $2.50 pair for fine $750 gross with 
Brissette. 

Larry Clinton (Graystone B., Detroit, April 15). On an off night, Clin. 





| ton’s $1,070 from 1,425 at 75c wasn’t bad. 


Del Courtney (St. Louis U., St. Louis, April 21). At $3 per, drag or Stag, 


« Courtney pulled sock $3,000 from 1,000 hoppers with few ducats sold out. 


side student body. 

Sam Donahue (Roseland-State B., Boston, April 18). 
appointing 450 at 55c-44c for poor $225 gross. 

Tommy Dorsey (Arena, New Haven, Conn., April 20). Dorsey did best 
biz of series to date. With vaude band grabbed healthy $4,500 gross from 
9,500 matinee and night at 45c-$1.10. 

Duke Ellington (Pilgrim Aud., Houston, April 16). Fair crowd of 850 
greeted Ellington, 200 of whom were white listeners. Tap was 79c to 9:30 
m. and 95c after. 

Phil Harris (Pacific Square B., San Diego, Cal., April 10-12). Harris’ 
draw was second only to Kay Kyser. He played to 6,702 stubholders who 


Donahue got dis- 


| ponied up $3,217 at 80c. 


Erskine Hawkins (Memorial Hall, Dayton, O., April 19). Take of $1,500 
At Aud., Columbus (17) band 


| was slightly below expectations, but made profit with 1,000 admissions at 


85c advance, $1 at gate for $900 gross. 


Horace Heidt (Lyric theatre, Bridgeport, Conn., April 20). Heidt got 


* Del Casino, April 25, Hotel Nicol-| only fair $3,000 from 6,500 viewees at 55c. 


Woody Herman (Memorial Hall, Columbus, April 19). Debut of band 


Larry Clinton, May 2, Temple U.,! in this territory plenty socko, turnstiles clicking 2,100 times for gross of 
Philadelphia; 3, Bellevue-Stratford | $2,775 at $1.25 advance and $1.50 gate. 


At Yankee Lake Park, Sharon, 


| Pa, (16), band got okay $1,018 at 75c advance and $1 door from 1,215. In- 


diana Roof ran up good $1,250 with 1,450 who paid 85c and $1.10. 
Sammy Kaye (Crystal Palace, Benton Harbor, Mich., April 19). Kaye 


George King (Lakeside Park, Dayton, April 20). King’s draw of 1,000 


Aud., Fayetteville, N. C.; 3, Aud../ at 50c¢ for $500 gross was good, all things considered. 


Gene Krupa (Metropolitan theatre, Providence, R. I., April 18-20). Frupa 
10cked off nifty $6,800 in three days despite hot weather 

Little Jack Little (Ricker Gardens, Portland, Me., April 19). Usually 
cut by resumption of outlying spots earlier than this, Little’s take of $300 
was fair. Drew 500 at 55c-65c. 

Vincent Lopez (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., April 18-19). Lopez 


| proved big surprise with 2,850 hoofers Friday and a capacity 3,000 Satur- 


B., Kansas City; 25-26, Stevens Col- | 
Meadow | 


Earl Hines, May 20-21, Grand thea- | 


Beale Aud., Memphis; | 
Paramount theatre, Hamilton, IL; 6, | 


Palace theatre, Marion, O.; 7, Arm- | 
8, Sunset Terrace, | 


five 
| weeks, Edgewater Beach hotel, Chi-| 
hotel, | _ 
Kansas City; July 11, Tower theatre, | 


London | 


Labor | 


Joe Ricardel, May 3, indef., Clare- | 


Angeles; | the only Negro maestro doing spot radio commercials. 


day for totak take of $3,949 at $1.35 a couple both nights. 

Russ Morgan (Trianon, Seattle, April 13-14). Morgan’s 1,000 Sunday 
| and 900 Monday for $1,425 at 75c was slow. Tuesday (15) he got mild 
| $800 with from 900 at 75c-90c. 

Red Nichqgs (Raymor B., Boston, April 14). First attempt at Monday 
night operation in years brought in 500 buyers at 65c-55c for neat $300 
| with Nichols. Tuesday-Wednesday (15-16), coupled to Beverly Twins, 

Nichols got 550 first night and 600 second for fair $690. At Boston Col- 
| lege prom at Statler hotel, Friday (18) Nichols got 350 couples at $8.80 
couple for excellent $3,080. On Saturday band hopped to Raymor and got 
big 2,270 at 65c-55c for $1,362. 

Leo Reisman (Iowa State College, Des Moines, April 19). 
from 450 couples at $2.50 per. 
| $1,170 from 1,800 at 65c. 

Tommy Reynolds-Beverly Twins (Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, April 18). 
Neat gross of $1,110 pulled by pair from 1,850 dancers at 65c-55c. 

Art Ross (Butterfly B., Springfield, Mass., April 18). Okay attendance 
of 600 ran up $300 at 50c. 

Charlie Spivak (Totem Pole B,, Auburndale, Mass., April 16). This spot 
draws mainly from colleges nearby, all on vacation this week, so 450 
| hoofers at $1.35 couple for gross of $304 not as poor as it sounds. Jump- 
ing to Ritz B., Bridgeport, Sunday*(20) Spivak copped terrific $1,995 from 
2,300 at 85c. 

Tommy Tucker (Meyers Lake, Canton, O., April 15). 
| $900 gross from 1,200 at 75c. 

Sterling Young (Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb., April 18-20). 
— priced band to turn a profit here at 40c-55c. 
$825, 


| big 22 


Okay $1,000 
At Peony Terrace, Omaha, band got good 


| 


Tucker took okay 


First 
Take approximated 


~ Inside Stuf—-Orchestras 








Most bands will go to great lengths to get into spots which give them 
sustaining broadcast time. Muggsy Spanier’s new band is reversing that 
idea. He is going to great lengths to keep the embryo group away froma 
mike until it is ready by having Consolidated Radio Artists. his bookers, 
schedule the band for hideaway stands that don’t even have local wires. 

Spanier completed his first date, a two-week stand, at El Rancho, Ches- 
ter, Pa., end of last week and is now at the Venetian Gardens, Altoona, 
Pa., for another four. It will stay away from broadcast time for at least 
three months. 
Even though Warren Music’s ‘No, 10 Lullaby Lane’ and Schuberth Music's 
Intermezzo’ are non-ASCAP, the ASCAP publishers are taking heart from 
that, plus their own two copyrights, that perhaps the public is starting to 
recognize the merits of tunes, even though not enjoying a BMI radio build- 
up. These two, along with Paramount's ‘Dolores’ and Feist’s ‘I Understand,’ 
are on the current best sellers. Last week Berlin, Inc., was also repre- 
sented with ‘San Antonio Rose’ as it has been for some weeks, due to the 
Bing Crosby ‘record. Latter also made ‘Dolores’ on the jukeboxes, that 
tune being out of a Paramount filmusical, ‘Las Vegas Nights.’ 


Mills Bros. have 


( shifted away from the idea of simulating instruments in 
accompaniment 


m with their vocaling. Won't dispense with it entirely, 
retaining the style on occasion in arrangements that demanded it. Quartet 
cut a batch of sides at Decca last week: with instrumental background for 
first time to supplant their vocal simulations. Used trumpet, sax,~clarinet, 
drums, guitar, . 

Group opens in Chicago today (Wed.) for 13 weeks at the Capitol Club. 
They're to get two Mutual sustaining broadcast periods a week, the first 
scheduled air shots they've had in some time. 





About 100 salesgirls from retail counters in various New York stores 
were guested by Columbia Records at a cutting session Monday (21) night. 
ot a glimpse of the mechanics of cutting by watching Horace Heidts 


week, Earle theatre, | band get in a quartet of tunes. 


They were from Macy’s, Bloomingdale’s, Gimbel’s, etc. counters. 
Erskine Butterfield, now on WOR sustaining with his band, is perhaps 
He is waxing an- 
o-minute transcriptions. 


Transamerican placed the business via AMP recordings (Ben Selvin). 


| Elitch Gardens, Denver; July 4, Mea-! Walter Bloom manages Butterfield. 


dowbrook, C. C., St. Louis; July 13, | 

week, Coney Island, Cincinnati. 
Jerry Wald, April 30, May 2 

| Totem Pole B.. Auburndale, Mass. 


-3, | Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ played 
| Kostelanetz’s orchestra. 





Special album soon to be released by Columbia Recording Corp. will be 
by Alec Templeton and Andre 
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Court Orders Damages Paid Members 
S legally Punished by Local 77 


[ 
Philadelphia, April 22. | Katzman Quits WINS; 


In a unique decision in the Penn-| 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS 
| DRAFT CLOSES CAFE | 


Madison Square Summer Policy 
oma tereemt sie | Lg Disturbing to Paramount, 


Feey Strand; $8,800 Band Set for $5,000 


87 

















Owners Into Army—Several Leaders 
Turn Over Their Batons | 


bandmasters, 
closed one nitery by drafting both of 


local | 

| its owners into the army and a re- | 
| 

| 


three 








{organizing several orchestras by 








sylvania law annals the Pennsyl-| Henry Sylvern Succeeds their inroads into musical steffs. 
, yania Superior Court yesterday) Louis Katzman, musical director of rene tenes 2 eee oe oe 
ay) ordere oca 7, Ameri-| wIn ; : : “ Monte rosers monster ance 
ends a dL 177. Amer INS, New York, has resigned ef fit when he reports for induction | Campus Best Sellers M p P D 
i e < i . _— ’ » aw , °c rT 5 | 4 ~ - ‘ 
, ’ can Federation of oe to re-| fective Sunday (27). He will de- wr ay i fl oe aad (OHIO STATE U | Carnival in New York’s Madison 
i rse three members for WageS| yote ful] ti i i ; re- » : S a Sas wv) Squere Garde } 
| _— ae hen taey were demic’ tM Prone ingle 9 oe = = changed a baton for a rifle two weeks | a Squere Garden, opening Memorial 
from their jobs by being stricken} BML é F ago. Eddy Pepper, who started his | Columbus, April 22. Day (May 30), appears to be run- 


army stretch, turned over his outfit 


from the union rolls. The men were | Six best sellers on this campus: 


Henry Sylvern, staff organist, suc- t - | ning into a serious snag on name 
ousted tres the rnd ede aged ceeds to the WINS musical director a Sweet, his business senna 1. to toa to Me bands due to the burnup by the 
they had been working uncer scale’ post. He plans several replacements | “®<'" ; ‘ gee tial Paramount and WB’s Strand on 
but they had been found not guilty) in the house orchestra and revising Six year partnership of Jack, 2. ‘Amapola’ (Jimmy Dorsey). 


by the union’s trial board. A sub-| 
sequent ruling by the International | 
Executive Board found them guilty. | 

The musicians involved were Leon 
Gordon, George W. Tipton and Alvin 
Schatz, who were members of the 


Rogoff and Eddy Helstein, whose 3. 
Jack & Eddy’s Club was one of| 4. 
i|town’s liveliest night spots, was | 
‘broken up when both were simul-| 5. ‘Dolores’ (Tommy Dorsey). 

| taneously conscripted. Owners are 6. ‘Bounce Me Brother (Will 
|selling out bag-and-baggage, since | Bradley). 

|place was built up around their 


‘Do I Worry’ (Temmy Dorsey). 
‘Dreamt I Dwelt in Harlem’ 
(Glenn Miller). 


Broadway over the possible opposi- 
tion. Operators and bookers of both 
theatres are especielly miffed over 
the report that Benny Goodman 
would play the Garden for $5,000 
| weekly salary, whereas the Para- 


its arrangement by forming supple- 
mentary small groups for special 
kinds of music. Crew now consists 
of nine men, but will be nearly 
doubled in size when the station goes 
| to 50,000 watts power. 














pit crew .at the Carman, a North | 


Philly vaudefilmer, The men claimed ( e 
Court Victory 








Russell L. Sanner, local manager 
for Ohio Music Corp., filed suit for 
an injunction in early January when 
Lee Repp, union prez, threatened to 
pull his men out of four other dance 
spots if they continued to use Muzak. 
Distributors also were put on its ‘un- 
fair’ list. 

Bolstered with e victory, the na- 
tional musicians union is expected to 
use this test case as a lever to com- 
bat competition from Muzak distribu- 
tors all over the country. It appears 
likely to erystallize in a demand that 


that two years ago they were 
charged with chiseling on the scale, 
and though they were cleared by 
the trial board, the executive com- e 
mittee of the local adopted a reso- Fo r Union 
lution ordering them fired from the 
Carman band. 
The plaintiffs said that 51 days af- 
ter their acquital by the trial Over M k 
board the local’s executive board ap- | j Za 
pealed to the international to reverse 
the decision. The age gin 
ard board found them guilty an 
eri them to pay fines of $100 Cleveland, April 22. 
each. In default of payment they Cleveland Musicians local’s court 
were bounced ano the gree al tee fight to limit the scope of Muzak 
A common pleas court rule io ” , 
the appeal to the International board | WiTed recording service in local 
was void because it was taken after | hotels and niteries, on the grounds 
the 30-day limit set by the A.F.M.|that it displaced a number of musi- 
constitution for oe action. uae | cians, scored last Saturday (19) 
ourt ordered reimbursement 0 e ; : ‘ 
ron of salary and enjoined the union against the Ohio Music Corp. Dis- 
from attempting to collect the fine. tributors of Muzak here lost out in 
This decision was upheld in yester-| the precedent-setting czse when 
day’s Superior Court cnt Judge Adrian G. Newcomb threw out 
he union was ordered to pay 7 a ae ; 
Pe i and Schatz $683 each, aki their petition sor an injunction re- 
Tipton was to get $413, the difference | straining the union from picketing or 
being the amount he earned whil@| otherwise interfering with dance- 
the suit was tay — dine places using the canned music. 
Attorneys believe this was the firs ; ; 
time in history that a union was) Fer ag tg aaa ee 
ordered to make good losses to mem- thee service had enused tue tetebtiah. 
bers caused by the ‘illegal action’ of | : oe ‘ 
en union alteene ments to drop musicians. They were 
In fhe opinion, read by Judge the Cleveland Athletic Club, Frolics 
Chester H. Rhodes, it was declared: |©@f@. Herman Pirchner’s Hofbrau, 
‘No legal or social justification for Allendorf’s restaurent and the Bol- 
the conduct of the defendants ap-| ton Square hotel, which previously 
pears in the present case, and there is | had concert trios or pianos or small 
affirmative evidence of actual malice | &™Sembies. 
toward the plaintiffs by one of the} 
individual defendants, the president 
of the association (Local 77) and a 
member of the executive committee 
in his insistence on the guilt of the 
plaintiffs in the face of their acquit- 
tal and in his announced intention to 
keep them out of the theatre (Car- 
man) if he could! 
Named as defendants in the suit 
were A. A. Tomei, former president; 
A. Rex Riccardi, secretary; Joseph 
Bossle, treasurer, and Louis Ingber, 
a member of the executive commit- | 
tee, 


| future union contracts will include a 
| guarantee that wired transcrtptions 
| 
| 





| will be barred from amusement 
places employing union members. 


Roy Eldridge, Negro, Is | pisces ‘employing, union ‘members 
Sotoist With Gene Krupa; | *°co"2ins to Revr. 


| Hellzapoppin-like personcelities. 
Lang Thompson’s orchestra, booked 
| into Hotel Cleveland’s Bronze Room 
|for 10 weeks, is losing se2xo- 
|}phonist John Murphy and Oliver 
|Suderman, trumpet and trombone 
|man, to the army in the next week. 
Lee Allen returned to Southern 
Tavern from Hotel Commodore 
Perry in Toledo last week minus the 
drafted Nick Goi, trumpeteer, and 
| Lester Stark, sex, who are being re- 
| placed by Jimmy Vajgl and Bill Du- 
Val. 





NO DISC PRICE 


BOOST NOW 





FORESEEN 


Even though costs of raw materials 


are going up steadily the phonograph | 
record companies have no intention | 


of raising 
their labels. 


the prices on any of 
Questioning of execs 


in the three major disc firms has | 


elicited the information that the 
jyprices on shellac and pecking goods 


have been zooming but they all were | 


| of the opinion that these trends did 
not presage a hike in disc prices, at 
least in the immediate future. They 


'the business hasn’t been appreciably 
affected they will have to leern to 


make the materials do more for 
them. | 
The item in disc manufacture 


which has undergone the biggest in- 
crease in cost is shellac. 
war a fine grade of the product sold 
for 10c a pound and now the same 
quality calls for 18c a pound. Shel- 
lac is imported from India and the 
buyers on this side have been feel- 
ing the price nudge as the Nazis’ 
all-out war on merchant shipping has 
spread. 


802 Pays $1,500 








figured that since the overall cost of | 


Before the | 


Defense Coin 


Makes Detroit — 
Outlook | Good 





Detroit, April 22. 
Opening of New Casino Ballroom 
at Walled Lake, which usually pi- 
oneers the dancery business in the 


drive-out areas near Detroit, was 
sufficiently big that the large spot 
now is contemplating moving up to 
better type of bands. 
usually gets away weeks before the 
other numerous out-of-town dancer- 
ies and is watched by them as a 
good business gauge, had a spill- 
over crowd for its opening. 
Although a summery spell helped 
build the crowd, biggest opening in 
several years tipped off the fact that 
a big season impends among 
juveniles who like getting out of the 
city for their hopping. Plentiful de- 
fense money in the town and the 
feeling of many young guys that 
their number will be coming up 
shortly in the draft were said to be 
factors in causing numerous sum- 
mer dance places near here to re- 
vise and elaborate their plans. 
New Casino got ‘more ambitious, 
too? by inking in Jimmie Joy for 
Friday and Saturday nights and fol- 


| lowing them last Sunday (20) with 
| Bob Crosby. 





Bradley’s New York Date 


Will Bradley band gets its second | 


shot within eight months at a New 


| York hotel location job. Outfit fol- 
lows Tommy Dorsey into the Astor | 


hotel Roof, July 16. 
Dorsey opens May 21 for eight 
weeks. He was at the Astor last 


| summer for the entire season. 


‘Strike Benefits’ 





Spot, which | 


the | 





mount currently is paying Goodman 
at the rate of $8,800 for the first week 
and scaling down each week there- 
after. 


It’s pointed out, ton that the Gar- 
den’s admish of 66c is a.so under the 
night admission et both houses, 99c 
top. That’s a hard thing for the 
theatres to swallow, plus the fact that 
the Paramount was instrumental in 
building bands to their present high 
stature as b.o. factors, plus the fact 
that both Peramount and Warner 
Bros. have millions of dollars in- 
vested in theatre properties which 
would be jeopardized should the 
Garden’s summer policy click and 
arenas in other key cities follow suit. 


The situation created by Proser’s 
Garden setup eppears also to be 
lighting the fuse for another burn- 
up by Paramount and Warner Bros. 
against the Music Corp. of America. 
Latter set Goodman’s orch, probably 
switching the band out of several 
previously booked engagements, and 
also attempted to insert Horace 
Heidt’s crew, along with Chavez’s 
rhumba band, on the Garden’s open- 
ing triple-band bill. Gene Krupa, 
also an MCA band, or Larry Clinton, 
agented by General Amus, are now 

(Continued on page 40) 





Selvin Explains Petrillo 


Data Nuest in Talk 
With Neville Miiler 


Ben Selvin, v.p. in charge of re- 
cording for the Associated Musie 
Publishers’ studios, who has been as- 
signed by President James Petrillo, 





| of the American Federation of Mu- 


sicians, to prepare a survey on all 
phases of the recording business, met 


| with Neville Miller, head of the Na- 


tional Association of Broadcasters, 
Monday (21) to discuss the question- 
naires which Selvin had recently ad- 
dressed to station operators. Re- 
ceipt of the paner had caused quite 
a stir among the broadcasters and 
Selvin sought to explain to Miller 
why he wanted the information. 


The questionnaires went out last 


| Thursday (17) and up to late Mon- 
| day (21) Selvin had received filled- 











in sheets from over 80 stations. The 
purposes of the questionnaire is to 
find out how much each station 
spends annually for live musicians, 
4 transcriptions and phonograph rec- 


Byrne Orchestra Consoled for Loss of N. Y. Hotel 
| Date Due to ‘Spotlighters’ Aid | 





Sanner declined to say after the 
Used as Added Asset 


court proceedings whether he would 
Roy Eldridge, colored trumpeter | 











ords and what commercial 





appeal the case to a higher court. 
who has been leading a band of his 


own, joined Gene Krupa’s band as a | 


Soloist last week and went into the 
Pennsylvania hotel, New York, with 
the band Monday (21) night. Eldridge 


will not work as a section man with | 


Krupa as Cootie Williams does with 
Benny Goodman. He will be used 
at intervals somewhat like a singer 
is employed. 

Goodman is the only other major 
white band regularly using colored 
instrumentalists. He has Charlie 
Christians on guitar beside Williams, 
and had pianist Teddy Wilson and 
Lionel Hampton on vibraharp with 
him for several years. Both Wilson 
and Hampton now lead their own 
bands. 





Scat Davis Scrams West 
Kansas City, April 22. 


Following his date in the Tower | 


theatre here, week of April 25, 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis and his crew 
will 
Where leader and bend will begin 
work on a two picture commitment 
to Columbia. 

Work on the Coast will wait while 
the orch takes time out to open the 
summer season of Elitch’s Gardens in 
Denver early in May. 


work toward the West Coast} 


BARNET SEES LIGHT 


Paying Off $17,500 to Consolidated— 
Fights Out of Red 


Charlie Barnet band will 
out of the major portion of the red 
ink it has been wallowing in after 
its current date at the Windsor thea- 
tre. New York. Barnet figures to 
make a final payment of $1,500 to 
Consolidated Radio Artists, which 
will wash up the $17,500 he’s paying 
in installments to be released from a 
CRA contract. Leader paid $5,000 
down and rest in small lumps. CRA 


land Barnet parted last fall after a 


long drawn out battle during which 


‘he temporarily lost his American 
‘Federation of Musicians member- 


ship. 

Fire at the Palomar Ballroom, Los 
Angeles, in 1939, which burned Bar- 
net out of instruments and library, 
cost him about $7,000, all of which 
is clear along with the $13,000 or so 


lit cost originally to get the band 


rolling. Band, the original hard 


luck outfit, now has only about $1,- | 


200 in small obligations remaining 
to be wiped out. It is booked almost 


‘solidly for the summer. 


climk 


| 
Local 802 of the American Federa- | 
| 


tion of Musicians is paying Bobby 
Byrne’s orchestra a two-week total 


of $1,500 out of its Strike Benefit 
Fund because of the band’s enforced 
layoff by the strike at the New 
Yorker hotel, New York. No. 802 


backed the International Alliance of 


| Theatrical Stage Employees, which 
seeks to place its men Lehind the 
hotel’s spotlights, and barred Byrne 


from a scheduled April 11 opening 

Hotel dropped its band policy, shut- 

tering at 10 p.m. 

Local is paying Byrne and his 14 
men $50 apiece each week because 
General Amusement Corp., band’s 
booker was unable to set up a sched- 
ule of work on such a short notice 
and the band was forced to lay off. 
Its first date since is this Friday (25) 
at Miami U., Oxford, O. It has been 
booked for four weeks at Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., opening 
May 27. Union benefit cash doesn’t 
quite cover Byrne’s payroll, which 
amounts to about $85 a man weekly, 
and in addition he has to pay his 
two vocalists who are not covered 
by 802’s fund. 

Byrne is currently in Post Gradu- 
ate hospital, New York, being treat- 
ed for a badly infected sinus. He 
} was admitted Saturday (19). 


ARTIE SHAW’S TUTOR 





Clarinetist Has The Yen For More 


Exalted Music 


Artie Shaw is currently studying 
serious music with Dr. Hans Byrns, 
Austrian refugee and former direc- 
tor of the Staats Opera at 
who is now in New York. 
preparing devote his 
clusively to the higher type of 
melodies and is definitely through 
with pop stuff with the exception of 
the records he cuts for Victor. 

On May 20 Shaw will do his first 
guest conductor shot with an estab- 
lished longhair outfit. He goes to 
Memphis on that date to baton the 
Memphis Symphony, an organiza- 
tion of about 80 pieces. He also has 


Vienna 
Leader is 


to time ex- 


been offered a chance to take over | 


the 42-piece studio band at WOR, | 
New York, to use on a series of 
programs of ‘modern American 
music.’ 

Memphis date and other things 
'not definitely set have postponea 
Shaw’s plans to head toward the 


southwest and Mexico in search of 
native melodies. He won't go now 


jfor at least four or five months. 


' tor. 


uses it 


makes of each. 


CHICAGO’S NEW RHUMBA 
CASINO OPENS TO PEDRO 


Chicago, April 22 
Niteries here will be joined by a 
new operation, opening May 15 under 
label Rhumba Casino. Don Pedro. 
who has been working with a small 


combination in this area, debuts the 
new 13-piece group he has been re- 
hearsing coincident with the unveil- 
ing. Casino will use two bands and 
floor show, Eddie LeBaron set to 
nlay opposite Pedro. They will have 
NEC wires. Tito Guizar also booked. 

Al Greenfield ard Milton Schwartz 
are backing. They operate the 
Capitol cafe. 


ARENA ‘SPRING’ S0-SO 
New Haven, April 22. 

end spring series of 

with Semmy Kaye 


will 
names 


Arena 
Sunday 
April 27. 

Got off to bad start April 6 with 
‘Hit Parade’ unit and broke about 
even following week with Tony Pas- 
Jimmy Evans promotion 


De 
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Coin-Catching Possibilities 


Tommy Dorsey ‘Let’s Get Away from It All’ (Victor 27377) 
Good commercial cutting that will give machines a choice of two sides 
of same tune that could easily have been set down as two separate ver- 
sions. 








First offers Dorsey’s tromboning and Pied Pipers vocal; reverse, 
Frank Sinatra, Connie Haines and Pipers. Second half is easily the best. 
Flipover is neatly done, allowing use of either side. 





Woody Herman ‘Sleepy Serenade’-‘Everything Happens to Me’ (Decca 3693) 


Both good. ‘Serenade’ shows the Herman bunch in a ballad groove. A 
strong melody, the tune gets hefty treatment from muted brass, improved 
saxes and electric guitar. Reverse, in similar tempo is almost all Herman 
vocalling of the well-planned lyric. He has done better vocals. 





Charlie Barnet ‘Blue Juice’-‘-Harmony Haven’ (Bluebird 11111) 


Barnet will get nowhere fast with stuff like these two. Band deserves 
better tunes.. Only recommendation on the first side is short electric guitar 
and piano breaks. Rest is a waste of time. ‘Haven’ is nicely handled by 
band, leader’s soprano sax, Bob Carroll's chorus backgrounded vocalling, 
but the tune is punchless. Lyrics are just words. Tempo is slow. 





Sammy Kaye ‘Friendly Tavern Polka’-‘Hawaiian Sunset’ (Victor 27381) 
Horace Heidt has a headstart on Kaye on this tune, a machine item. It’s 
a number that Heidt does well; Kaye also does a commendable job on it. 
Only fault to be found with his version is that it’s done at accelerated 
tempo, which lowers its effectiveness. Maury Cross and chorus vocal. 
Backing is typical Kaye smoothness, a melodic arrangement that sets easily. 
Marty McKenna interprets lyric. 
Bing Crosby-Connie Boswell ‘Tea for Two’-‘Yes Indeed’ (Decca 3689) 
Crosby and Miss Boswell duo to solid returns on these, pairing on ‘Yes 


Indeed,’ making it stand out strong. It’s a sort of a spiritual that packs a 
punch. ‘Tea’ is also neat, but it doesn’t rate with companion piece, 





Joe Reichman ‘Wonderful Then’-‘Stop Kissing Sister’ (Victor 27378) 


Reichman’s version of ‘Then’ drags. The tune apparently needs a lifting 
tempo to put it over. Melody isn’t too strong and it topples under Reich- 
man, who does it at average speed. Reverse is much better all around. 
Leader’s piano touches fill it out. Marion Shaw vocals both. 





Glenn Miller ‘One I Love’-‘Sun Valley Jump’ (Bluebird 11110) 


Miller plays ‘Love’ at extremely slow tempo, fitting it with an interest- 
ingly worked out arrangement. He scores with the work, but it has ma- 
chine versions of the tune by Tommy Dorsey and Ella Fitzgerald to buck, 
both of which are rhythmically done. Modernaires and Ray Eberle vocal. 
Reverse is a hopping original, so-so. 





Duke Ellington ‘Sidewalks New York’-‘Take ‘A’ Train’ (Victor 27380) 

Ellington and ‘Sidewalks’ type stuff are usually strangers. He plays it 
simply, however, with a mild hop and it emerges a likable cutting which 
might find machines in some spots. Clarinet breaks stand out. ‘A Train’ 
is a clever and appealing original, just as appreciable. Band cleans it up, a 
clear and muted trumpet working in strong licks. 



















to VARIETY 
order of popularity, whose recordings are being plaved. 


respective publishers.) 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores throughout the 
country, as reported by the major coin-machine distributors from coast to coast, 
Names of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in 
Figures and names in i 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings and ges 

















. ae ee 





Jimmy Dorsey... Decca... 


(6) Marks ~ 














2 i Understand. . . . 


Jimmy Dorsey...| Decca... 


(4) Feist 











3 Dolores ig le aae 





Bing Crosby... | Decca... 


(3) Paramount 











{ Guy Lombardo... 














4 Band Played IE ) Jesters......... | Decca... (2) PD 
{ Tommy Dorsey..§ Victor... . 
5 One i Love * = «© « ©) Elia Fitzgerald...J Decca... (8) Forster 











6 There'll Be Changes Made . 


Ted Weems..... | Decca... 


(8) Marks | 











Tommy Dorsey..4 Victor... 
7 ChLookAtMeNow . . 4 Woody ont Decca... 


(2) Embassy 














9 May | Never Love Again .- . Ted Weems.... 


| Decca... 


(7) BMI 








| 10 Memory ofa Rose . . 


* ) Jimmy Dorsey.... 


Dec 


+ as Jimmy Dorsey....J Decca... 
8 Perfidia ° ees } Benny Goodman Columbia ‘2? Southern 
j Sammy Kaye. . | Victor... | 


‘(7)S-B 


CB... 





DISKS GAINING FAVOR 











‘America’s College Favorite 


BOB 
CHESTER 


And His Orchestra 


UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA, RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, 
WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY, DAVIDSON COLLEGE, 
PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF PHARMACY AND SCIENCE, 
FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL COLLEGE, LAWRENCEVILLE 
SCHOOL, DARTMOUTH COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OF MICHI- 
GAN, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, LA- 
FAYETTE COLLEGE, JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY, PENN 
STATE COLLEGE, MILITARY COLLEGE OF SO. CAROLINA, 
UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT, UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA, 
THE HILi SCHOOL, UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA, OHIO UNI- 
VERSITY, UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA, UNIVERSITY OF TO- 
LEDO, WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY, HOFSTRA COLLEGE, VIL- 
LANOVA COLLEGE, LEHIGH UNIVERSITY, CORNELL UNI- 
VERSITY, UNIVERSITY OF FENNSYLVANIA, DENNISON COL- 
LEGE, CARNEGIE TECH, WAYNE UNIVERSITY, POLYTECH- 
NIC INSTITUTE, VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE, UNI- 
VERSITY OF DAYTON, UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT, SPRING- 
FIELD COLLEGE, ALLEGHENY COLLEGE. 


CURRENT BLUEBIRD RECORDINGS 


MY SISTER AND I 
FEED THE KITTY 
DOLORES 
OH, LOOK AT ME NOW 
YOU’RE DANGEROUS 
BEWITCHED 
WHAT HAS HAPPENED 
SLOW DOWN 


Personal Management 


“MICHAUD & PEPPE 


730 Fifth Avenue New York 


Dir: MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 











demand on the coin*muachines.) 








(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing in 


: Ella Fitzgerald......Decca : 
Hello Ma, I Done It Again.... Mitchell Ayres. ...Bluebird -Robbins 
WORROMEO: Vavcccdctecveeness +»« Woody Herman......Decca..Southern 
ene POE, 6 66.055460008 008 » Harry James.....Columbia..Paramount 
“_ § Dick Robertson. .....Decca 
po Ue OL , reer Teer ) Al Donahue....... *” Okeh':>MI 
Jimmy Dorsey.......Decca 
My Sister and I.......+ee+s.+. 4 Benny Goodman..Columbia..BMI 
Bob Chester...... Bluebird 
— Woody Herman......Decca 4 
et’s Get Away from It All fe tonsa Doreey...... Victor * . Embassy 
Until Tomorrow...... eccceoee Sammy Kaye........Victor..Republic 
f Horace Heidt.....Columbia 
eeeeceee { Frankie Masters.....Okeh..BMI 
| Sammy Kaye........ Victor 























Outbreak of Names he Wax Works | 


In Twin City Dancing In the Wax Works 


Minneapolis, April 22. | 46-666646466644644644444+4446 | 


bringing; Frankie Masters (Okeh) (Yours,’ | 
‘First to Say Good Morning, Last to | 
Say Goodnight,’ ‘Apple Blossom } 
Time,’ ‘I Found a Million Dollar 
Baby,’ ‘In Hush of Night.’ 
Claude Thornhill (Okeh) ‘Sleepy 
Serenade,’ ‘Sunrise on a Guinea | 
Farm’ (title to be changed, ‘Do I 


With 


them in and also independent spon- 


three ballrooms 
sorship of their appezrances, name 
bands are coming to the Twin Cities 
New Prom 
Bar- 
e and Count Basie 


with unusual frequency, 
ballroom already has had Blue 


ron, Henry Bu 


and Cab Cal oway is scheduled for) Worry’ ‘When the Lilacs loom 
this week. Count Basie also ep-| Again’ 
peared in the Armory here last wee 
: seal relic diiaspesie Bases eek Red Allen (Okeh) (Sometimes I'm 
under independent management, Happy’ (two sides), ‘K-K Blues, ‘Ol’ 
while Jimmy Lunceford played the Man River , : = , 
Eagles’ hall. nay ; ; 

Excelsior Amusement Park opens ent ie Spivak (Okeh) (Slap, 
this week with the Dick Barrie or- ap, en the Sun Goes Down, 


chestra and with George Hamilton, | ‘Charlie Horse.’ 
Buddy Fisher, Charlie Pen Jack | Jehany Messner (Decca) (Alexan- 
Crawford, Fletcher Henderson, Tiny | der the Swoose,’ ‘Toy zane anes. | 
Hill, Red Nichols and Ace Brigode| _,-% Bros. (Decca) “Very Thought | 
6 S of You,’ ‘Rig-a-Jig-Jig.’ 
underlined. 
Merigold Ballroom had Hal Leon- 
ard last week-end. The Orpheum 
gets Wayne King April 25 and Woody Beach Opens June 1 
Herman the following week. Bridgeport, April 22. 
see cn Beach, municipally-oper- 
ated amusement park, will book one- 
PRIMA IN NEW ENGLAND nighters through Music Corp. of | 
Louis Prima will play the opening | M4merice. Perry W. Rodman, comp- | 
of three New England ballrooms in| troller of city, and Harry Moss of | 
as many days: May 2, Riverside| MCA signatured pact which gives | 
Park, Springfield, Mass.; May 3, Old | latter exclusive over Sunday attrac- | 
Orchard Pier, Old Orchard Beach,| tions in room, biggest in Southern 
Maine, and May 4, Babb’s Park, Suf- | New England. 
fleld, Conn. Season preems June 1 with Tommy | 
Bookings were arranged by Ray | Dorsey. Spot booked through 
Galvin’s Eastern Orchestra Service. | Charles Shribman office last year. 














Vic Abbs shuttling back and forth 


| between Congress hotel, Chicago and 


Book-Cadillac hotel, Detroit. Starts 
stand at latter May 19, his fourth 
jump between two spots. He’s now 
at Congress’ Glass Hat. 














LOUIS 
ARMSTRONG 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
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Doing the Vocals 


SONNY WOODS 
ANN BAKER 


RIVERSIDE THEATRE 
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Week April 25 
® 
DECCA RECORDS. 


Personal Management 
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+ Kay Kyser Calls Friendliness With Mob 


Key to Success; ‘Get Out and Meet Em’ 





By JACK HELLMAN 
Hollywood, April 22. 
Everywhere he goes he breaks 


records. Ask hira how he does it 


‘1 foor you with a blank | t 
, and he'll Moor y ing like the band. 


jook. For Kyser isn’t conscious of 
doing anything that every other 
name band doesn’t do to achieve the 


i } is ery 
ss which has crowned his ev 
succe or ballroom we want them to say 


appearance in a theatre or ballroom 


ince he 
dio. Draw him out, though, and the 


formula for success will gradually 
take form. 


The old professor didn’t know that | 


he put his finger on it when he 
timidly admitted ‘I guess the kids 
like me and the gang and we try to 
give them a run for their money.’ 


| 


skyrocketed to fame via ra- | 


Even more potent is his slant on | 


mob psychology. ‘Whenever I play 
a dance or a theatre date I like to 
feel that I’m the host and they’re my 
friends, he philosophized. The fact 
that he can go back to a spot and top 
his former vecord is proof enough 
that he makes friends wherever he 
goes. 

Kyser doesn't like toO much ac- 
cent on youth as regards the fol- 
lowing he’s built up. At the con- 
certs, he sez, the audience is better 
than 70% around middle age. The- 
atre trade also runs deep into the 
adult bracket. “Theatre managers 
tel] me,’ he likes to repeat, ‘that our 
band has brought people into the 
theatre that have never been there 
before. Some of that folding money 
is a little green with age, too.’ 

If success has come to him he pre- 


| got to get out. 
| to be continually on the go. 


seen, 


too. We've got nothing to 
hide. 


We want to create an air of 


| friendliness, no smart alecky stuff. 
|I try not to be a comedian. 


They 
may like me as an entertainer but 
those kids that are out there danc- 
We try to give 
them down-to-earth entertainment. 
Every one of us tries to make them 
feel that we're no better than they 
are. When they leave the theatre 


they got a run for their money. And 
I think they generally do because 
every one of us keeps that thought 
uppermost in our minds and that’s 
our goal above all else.’ 


Kyser is a firm believer in get- 
ting out among the people to get 
the feel of their likes and dislikes 
‘You can’t do it by staying within 
four walls in some big town; you've 
That’s why I like 
I learn 
something ney; in every town we 
play. Add them all up after a tour 
is over and you pretty well know 
the pulse beat of the dance and 
music crowd.’ 


The smaller the town the better | 
| he likes it. 


An interesting aside to 
this phase of his phenomenal suc- 


cess is recalled when he cancelled | 


the capital city of Sacramento to 
fill a date at nearby Manteea, Cal., 


| with a population of around 2.000. 


fers to share it with his band, ‘as | 
clean a looking outfit as you'll find | 


on a bandstand or stage.’ The old 
prof was beginning to open up. 
Have a Leok, Kids 

‘if we're playing a dance ail we 
ask is a platform built high enough 
so everyone can see what we look 
like, proper lighting and a well bal- 
anced p.a. setup. People have heard 
us on the air and want to see what 
we look like. And we want to be 


4 


{ 
} 


| 


While playing one-nighters in that | 
| vieinity he asked the MCA liaison 
| ‘where’s Manteca?’ 
that’s just a jerk town a few miles | 


He was told ‘oh, 


north. Why worry. we've got Sac- 
ramento booked next.’ 
Cestly ‘I'll Show ’Em’ 

“We're cancelling Sacramento and 
playing Manteca,’ Kay ordered over 
the MCA-ites’ apoplectie protests. 
And so it tood. It was later revealed 
that Kyser had received a fan let- 
ter from a group of women in Man- 
teca in which the spokeswoman 
wrote ‘many of us heard you play in 
the Bal Tabarin in Frisco but I guess 
you're too big now to bring 
band to Manteca.’ That last crack 

(Continued on page 40) 


your 


‘Nebraska-Pauley Feud 
Still Goes On; Now It’s 
Noble Versus Herman 


Booking Office Veto Power Over 
Bands’ Reps Causes Trade Talk 








| 

| Lincoln, April 22. 
As a followup to the University of 

Nebraska students trying to sabotage | 

his dances when they conflict with 

theirs, R. H. Pauley, of the Turnpike 

Casino, has taken a lesson from fifth 


Jukebox In Army Band bookers will be required 
around May 15 to use a standard 
form of contract for all engagements, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
which is drawing up the form, exe 





Camp Bowie, Texas, April 22. 
Private William F. O'Connor, 


_columnists in drawing up his opposi- of Co. A, 14lst Infantry, before pects to have copies of it in the 
tion. Crucial stete of affairs has been his induction into the Army was hands of its licensed agents by that 
brought on by the campus booking a salesman for 2 Dallas juke box time. 


of Ray Noble on the same night (30) 
that Pauley had contracted Woody 


concern. 


With this form for engagements 
Now his tent is equipped with 


the AFM will have standardized all 
| contract relations between its meme 
| bers and bookers and employers, 
The standard form for name bands 
and booking managers was distrib- 
uted several weeks ago 

One provision in this uniform 
agreement which has caused much 
comment in the trade relates to the 
power assigned to the booking office 
when it comes to the employment of 
a personal manager and publicity 
man. According to a clause in the 
AFM’s contract form the booking 
managers may veto the leader's pref- 
erence for one or both of these aides, 
As the booking offices see it, this au- 
thority will tend to minimize fric- 
tion between the band and the 
booker. 














and Seturdays, and this date is on a 
, Wednesday. UJ § 
and there have been blasting pam- 
phiets of college origination. 
tickets each. His instructions were | 
to sell 19 of them, and they would get 
‘the Turnpike. | NBC has advised Ted Weems not. 
Herman, being a jukebox fav here- to accept the offer of a stand at) 
| with the people from outside the soon as the ASCAP situation is | 
celebrates the anniversary of the | gram, which was forced off the air Buffalo, April 22. 
Nabbed last summer in Jamestown, 


Herman. Pauley figures this is a a nickelodeon and records and 
deliberate shot at him, because the men of his company gather to 

Campus publication has been 
|scotching the manner in which the 

Pauley, this week, contacted 20 | Near for ASCAP 
, collegiates who are on friendly terms 
to keep the 20th, and, in addition, | Pact dS l 
would be given entry free for the | } 
| abouts, is thus far an easy sale on the | Catalina’ Island, California, but to 7 
|cempus. This will put out 400 tickets | remain in the mid-west and eastern | SIX MONTHS IN JUG 
| learnery limits, should be enough to | ironed out it has a sponsor lined up | 
| get Herman off into a profit. On the 'waiting to assume sponsorship of 

N. Y., Simon Stein, 31, of Cleveland, 

was given a six-month jolt in county 


normal college nights are Fridays listen without cost. 
profesh danceries conduct their biz, 
with him, and gave them 20 Hermen | 
next name band of their choice at 
on the campus alone, which, coupled | territory. Net explained that as | 
FOR SONG BOOTLEGGER 

other hand. the college party, which |Weems’ ‘Beat the Band’ radio pro- Se ae 

hoosegow for peddling song sheets 


| Student Union. is in for a nut of in February by the ASCAP fight. 
$1.250 on the Noble band alone. Program, sponsored at the tirne by | 
Kix, is of a type that provided too | 


many opportunities for infringement | 





Expand Rink Facilities on ASCAP tunes. without copyright owners’ permis- 
+ ai Ont.. April 22 Weems had been offered the spot. sion, 
area's ge west th at Catalina following Ray Noble.! Stein, convicted twice on same 
The London Arena, forme: y the who opens May 17 and closes June’ count seven years back, pleaded 
home of ice hockey only, will take . . 
- heh 14. guilty. : 
on a new lease of life within the ew a ee Pie ae 
next few weeks. In future it will be 
the locale of symphony orchestra Johnny Messner set for two short- Ww “, 3% 
concerts, name band appearances,, wave broadcasts to Latin Americe Elmore hite’s New Job 
roller skating and practically every- each week for NBC in line with Elmore White has joined Dash- 
thing that goes to make up enter-, State Department’s good neighbor | Connelly, Inc., as professional mene 
tainment. policy. Will be done from McAlpin | ager. 
The spot is being renovated ac-| hotel, N. Y. Messner resumes series} He was last general manager of 


‘cordingly at cost of $30,000. 'of transcriptions for Muzak. ‘the Olman Music Corp. 
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Band Reviews 





the first dance set. His hotel and inti- 
mate room library and volume was 
|changed immediately to cope with 
the larger locals and the steadier 
dancing patronage. 

Locally, Young meant more than 





VELERO SISTERS BAND (7) 
Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Virginia and Violectta Velero have 
been around as an unique team, 
heading a congarhumba band with 
themselves vocalizing at the helm 
and handling the maracas, claves 
and bongos while backed by a male 
team. This time they have five men 
behind them—piano, accordion, vio- 


lin, drums and trumpet—the ac- 
cordionist also doubling solovox. 
The Veleros, in addition to dis- 


pensing very competent, Latin terp 
music, play bolero, beguine, conga 
and rhumba arrangements of classics 
which further gives them distinc- 
tion. 

They're a personality pair at the 
head of any band, and in a conserva- 
tive spot like the Rainbow Room, 
which heretofore relied on its major 
orchestra to double into the Cuban- 
ola effects, very effective. It’s a de- 
parture for the Rockefeller nitery, 


| plified Spanish guitar and it proves 
la 


'and with only his name as the trade- 


the average outfit because his records 
and transcriptions have been juked 
and radioed considerably since the 
first of the year. R. H. Pauley, the 
Turnpike boss, found himself in the 
money, too, and comfortably on the 
three-day engagement. 

Young is a violinist but uses it 
sparinely on dates of this kind. His 
band has four saxes—Max Walter, | 
who is also the arranger; Gene Burt, | 
Allen Simms, and Steve Steventon; 
three brasses, Dick Dunne, Pete Loft- | 
|house, and Abe Benike; and three 
rhythm, Roger Renner, piano; Eddie 
Robertson, bass; and Kenneth Coffey, 
drums. 


highly effective touch. There is 
also a hot boogie-woogier at ivories. 
In ail, Fileds’ new offering (it’s a 
brand new band) makes a combina- 
tion with substantial expectations. 
Gold. 


TINY LITTLE ORCHESTRA (12), 
With Larry Hays 
Pla-Mor, Lincoln, Neb. 

Tiny Little’s group has been a go- 
ing midwest concern for several 
years, so much so that it now runs 
without him in the reed department, 


|mark for the brand of music he The band’s style is along lines of 
i|made popular. Band is not rutted to | sophisticated sweetness, with a clear 
any single groove, but dishes the |rhvthm, and ability to grind a 


| stagline spots. One of the big factors 


but managing director John Roy and. 








his aide, Ed Seay, finally broke 
through the ice, and the innovw tion 
is bound to prove b.o. bel. 
SHEP FIELDS ORCHESTRA (15) 


State-Lake, Chicago 
As a sharp departure from the 
orthodox  reed-brass-strings-rhythm 
setup, Fields has 
bination which looks 
paper, but which lends 
some enjoyable listening. 
front row of 10 saxophones, 
rhythm, a girl singer, 


screwy on 
itself for 
He has a 
Four 


and Fields | 


instituted a com-| 


himself, round out an outfit which is | 


different and yet embodies all 
attributes necessary to a good dance 
or show band. There is a trumpet 
double, which is used primarily for 


the | 


effects, and, of course, to play the} 
shows, so that special arrangements | 


for the acts are unnecessary. 
The vocalists, Dorothy Allen and 
Larry Neill, who also plays alto, and 


| parlors, he wouldn't make much.of 


swingers and the sweets with equal 

caliber. 
Little’s 

dancery 


stomper here and there in the pro- 
gram. Brass department, with Pete 
Lofthouse’s trombone the highlight, | 
is strong backing for the four-reed | 
line in front. 

Allen Simms is the male singer, 
and he packs up a good, straight- | 
forward tune, with a shade of ro- 
mance added. The gal, Bobbie Ennis, 
is a stop-light reaction on youthful 
dancers. She has a figure, a face, | 
and only one type of number— 
novelty. Every time she gets to the 
mike, the floor traffic skids to a halt, | 
to watch her eye, sway, and make | 
instant sale. 

Good buy here for all 
music dispenseries. 


gang is of the cheaper 
style, an able cutter with 


for this is Larry Hays, the batoneer. 
He sings in a medicine show manner, 
fingers the stick like a minstrel man, 
and rashes out into some buck and 
wing when the rhythm matches his 
foot mood. In the sophisticated | 


an impression, but the 20-30-40c 
rurals take him with an appetite. 

To Cliff Beard, the piano man, the 
outfit looks for bringing the library 
up to current steps. He has taken the | 
estimate of many one-night audi- 
ences and arrived at the conclusion | 
that a solid basic rhythm will get the 
band over any hump, and that’s the 
way the sheets are written. With Skip Farrell, Gloria Gilbert 

Though Hays is the spokesman in | Tarnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 
most matters, musical and straight, | Dick Shelton’s band was swept into 
he does share vocally with two Of | professionalism in 1939 during the | 


types of 


Art. 





DICK SHELTON’S ORCH (13) 


the boys in the brass department, | summer 12-week stretch with un- | 
Vincent Pauline and Paul Royce.| known campus crews used by the | 
Their field is in the novelty vein. 'Fitch Bandwagon series. As yet, he | 

Other band personnel includes hasn't hit big, but musically and | 
| Steve McCauley and Carp Oihus, showmanly the outfit has much—| 


does the trumpet double, are pleas- | 


ing and capable. The band as a 
whole has body, and a kick. Fields 


himself, turns in nice fronting job. | 
As has been standard Fields in the | 


past, the bulk of the music routine 
is based on the strictly popular num- 
bers, but there’s a pip arrangement 
and delivery of ‘Anvil Chorus.’ 
Fields utilizes previously untried 


combination of instruments to gain 


the effect of both brass and string 
sections, but all based - primarily 
through a skillfull use of this long 
row of saxophones. 


His guitar man | 


has fine style which shines through. | 
He plays real low down on the am-' 


pages oon Astor, ——" , | youth, distinction, energy, a bulging 
No: be : — a com a nny | store of tunes, and individual and 
orskog, drums; Howar agner, | collective ambition to please. 


bess, and Herbie Hase, guitar. the ‘Something of the band’s ability to 


A chunk of the band is - : 
property of Norskog, so he manages | “€‘ solidly on short notice was the 
: . .: 7 Fp 2x Derienc »- 2Y . 
it on the road trips. Little has meant ol — of - - I ons ne 
business for many years in the upper | 2°OKe@_ group cold and on_ short 

notice into the Turnpike. Shelton’s 


and the outfit still carries 
at the 
Art. 


midwest, 
the same essential 
small priced halls. 


first night was a bust (Friday). His 
second night was un to the par set 
by groups known in the territory, 
and his last night was a doorjammer. 
fon word-of-mouth must have been 
| 
| 
| 
| 


wallop 





STERLING YOUNG ORCH (12) 
With Allen Simms, Bobbie Ennis 
Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 
Sterling Young was making his 
first stand in months in a ballroom 
when he came in here, but his quick | “sole 
adaptability found him hitting from | oddly 


| good, because the moon was full all 
three nights, and the newspaper ads 
never varied in size. 
Shelton’s organization Is 
arranged, compared 


rather 
to the 





























FRANKIE 
MASTERS 


And His Orchestra 
Featuring 


PHYLLIS MYLES, THE SWINGMASTERS 
LOU HURST, THE MASTER’S VOICES 


NOW IN 43rd WEEK 


HOTEL TAFT 
New York 
Broadcasting Daily NBC Red Network 


Current OKEH Releases 
DOLORES 
FRIENDLY TAVERN POLKA 


GOODBYE NOW 
WE’RE IN THE ARMY NOW 


FOR WANT OF A STAR 
MY HEART AT THY SWEET VOICE 


| average band making this area. He 
+ has three saxes (Fred Irving, Paul 
| Paddock, and Ed Conavay), two} 
|brasses (Wally Wenger and Bob 
| Jensen), two fida:es (Jack Gordon 
and Nino Ravarino), and _ three 
rhythm (Ed Brody, piano; Ralph 


Allen, bass, and Dick Elliott, drums). | 

With this instrumental gathering. | 
Shelton weaves his way through any 
brand of music set before him. He 
can whip up a good juicy South 
American. swayer, a_ traditional 
swingeroo, a sweetie, or a Strauss 
waltz which would ease the way for 
the most rheumatic. As able as this 
crew is, it can get away in ballrooms, 
or the more intimate hotel-cafe-club 
bookings with equal effect. 

It’s vocally okay, too. Two full- 
throated deliveries are made in the 
persons of Skip Farrell and Gloria 
Gilbert. Both are young, and both 
handle themselves with surprising 
poise. They do singles, and then 
gang up with Shelton into a trio. In 
the instrumental section, the light 
shines most frequently on Paul Pad- 
dock, who lips a fancy clarinet. The 
arranger, who is versatile, indeed, is 
John Paddock. 

Most of the boys are from the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, look college age | 
still, and have all the jump and flair 
on the bandstand that is common 
with youth. Shelton can go places, 
if properly shoved. Art. 





the 





JOHNNIE ‘SCAT’ DAVIS ORCH (16) 
With Julie Sherwin 

Hotel Muehlebach 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Booking of this outfit into the Ter- 
race Grill brings probably the larg- 
est crew to hold this bandstand jn a 
year. It’s something different for the 
Davis crew, too, which has been con- 
centrating on theatre dates and ball- 
rooms and proms. It means holding 
down for this confined room. but on 
opening night the soft and sweet 
playing was accomplished despite the 
contrast of full blasting in the Fox 
theatre, St. Louis, directly previous. | 
customers are evidently aware of the 
Davis rep built up by Waring asso- 
ciations and screen work, and biz in 
the Grill was not bad, especially con- | 
sidering Good Friday. 

With an instrumentation of 16 band 
registers with fullness that isn’t 
| usual in this room, and there is little | 
in the way of dance music that this 
outfit couldn’t furnish. Theatre work 











130 Fifth Avenue 





Personal Management 


MICHAUD & PEPPE 





Dir; MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


stocks it with some unusual arrange- 
ments and a wealth of novelties and | 
tricks that round out its presenta- | 
tion. These arrangements are the | 
work of Nick Harper. violinist, and | 
John Zaumeyer, saxist. Davis has | 
| had this crew under his wing less 

than a year, and end of their current 

touring will be in Hollywood. where 

brace of films are on 
schedule at Columbia. 


New York 








Besides. his own work on torrid! 


| but Dorsey turned it down politely 


!summer barring for 


| off when it was pointed out that the 


| fourth week of ‘Road to Zanzibar’ by 


| next Wednesday 


é but this time he’s 
the production | is set for a week's vaude apnearance 
jat the Tower. following a fortnight 








| 
_™ 


| 
possibilities as the second band with | 
Goodman at the Garden. 





BRITAIN’S POST-WAR _ 
TELE THOUGHTS 


British music pubtishers, wj 


adison Square | 


Continued from page 7 —> 











th an i 


Jimmy Dorsey’s Slant eye to the future, and expecting 
Thus far MCA appears to be the that things in their homeland 
only “band agent cooperating with! Will soon resume their normal 


gait, have asked American publish- 


the Garden's plan. It’s known ‘hat | E 
ers to clarify their position on tele. 


Jimmy Dorsey was epproached last 


week _ through General Amus. V!sion as far as foreign rights are 
(Tommy Rockwell) to go in with concerned. The issue will be pre- | 
Goodman for the opening two weeks, | S¢mted to the board of directors of i 


the Music Publishers Protective As- ‘ 
sociation when it next meets. 


by asking $25,000 for two weeks. a 
His top salary currently at the Me British pubs have discovered 
Strand is $8,500, scaling down $500 ‘hat their contracts as agents for | 


American music men do not in- 
clude television rights and they feel 
that some provision should be maae 
for such rights. English television 
had achieved marked development 
until the outbreak of the war caused 
the British Broadcasting Co. to drop 
its experimental and regular broad. 
casts. 


per week for the duration of his run. 

MCA has already had at least one 
serious run-in each with Paramount 
and Warner Bros., the latter last 
short time all 
MCA bands from its theatres when 
the agency allegedly stimulated com- | 
petition and then sold away Orrin 
Tucker's crew to the opposition 
Paramount and Horece Heidt to 
Loew’s State. 

This is not the first time that Para- 
mount and WB have taken a stance 
against outside band competition. It 
appeared for a time last summer that 
both circuits would clamp down on 
the Dancing Campus at the N. Y. 
World's Fair, but they were cooled 


o 
c 





Woody Herman and Tommy Dorsey 
hooked up to play Ivy Ball of U. of 
Pennsylvania. Hop. scheduled for 
May 16 at Benjamin Franklin hotel 
Philadelphia. 
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rererarararc 
"HERE'S 


THAT BAND 
AGAIN!" 


DICK 
VJURGENS| 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 





Fair’s gate tao of 50c. plus the 25c 
admission into the Campus, pre- 
cluded the possibilities that potential 
thestre natrons would be wooed out 
t> the Flushing Meadows strictly by 
the orchestras. 
Gootman’s Par Force-Out 

Bennv Goodman band, unable to 
get release from a string of one- 
nighters for which it previously been 
booked, will be renlaced at the Para- 
mount theatre. New York, for a 


Latter band goes in 
(30) and is to be 
followed Mav 7 by Alvino Rey and 
the King Sisters. 

James will be doubling from the 
Lincoln hotel, N. Y., where he opens 
for three months Friday (25). 


Harry James. 




















Kay Kyser 





Continued from page — | { * 
| did it. Drawled Kay, ‘We don’t want ; THE 
any of our old friends to think that | FAVORITE OF MILLIONS 
we've gone high hat.’ That gesture | : FROM COAST-TO-COAST 
cost Kyser and the band a few |} ; . 
thousand bucks. i. 

The kids, naturally, are Kyser’s | SIX YEARS OF SOLID 
first concern. He values their AIR TIME—WGN-MBS-NBC 
opinions and he’d rather miss a date | 
than disappoint a writer for a col- | ® 
lege or high school paper. It’s also | i ON TOUR—BEGINNING 


fatal, Kyser believes, to cross up the 


At a dance I tell them that I'll sign | 
their pads after intermission. 


autograph hounds April 14—Appleton, Wis, 

; gre ( S. : 

hgh | April 15—Rockford, Mm. 
When they crowd up to the stand | @ ‘ 

: , ae d f t | fm April 16—Deeatur, Hl. 
eS oe Son age olay Mecages— | fg Avril 17—Sheboygan, Wis. 
wre “yy aver ty > ‘ 
graph I try never to brush them off. April 18—Milwaukee, Wis. 

| 
| 


Apr. 19-20—Chase Hotel, St. Louis, 


Some- | April 21—Collinaville, M1. 


times I'm kept off the stand much Apr. 22-28—Chase Hotel, St. Louls, 

too long to suit the dancers but I | Mo. 

told those kids I would give them April 29—Quiney, Ml. 

my autograph and that’s one promise | fj April 30—Kacine, Wis.—Theatre, 
May 1—Green Bay, Wis.—Theatre. 


I wouldn't go back on. 


Ao RRP ae oe en nnn wt ay gS 


‘One of *the kids at a dance em- | May 2 Geath Bend, Ind, 
phasized to me the importance of | — AO eetr 08 nae 
playing square with them. When I} eee om il hom Theat 
‘ ‘7 | May 5-6—! . — entre. 
begged off with ‘I'll autograph after | , ce ee eileen , 
“ah ‘ i 7 | May 7—Manitowoc, Wis.—Theatre 
intermission,’ I was mildly razzed | Dies heim 
: - May 8—Enroute. 
with ‘oh, yeh, that’s what so-and-so | " 
May 9-15—Indliannapolis, Ind.— 
told us when he was here and he | Lyric Theatre. 
didn’t show up. We don’t like him.’ | im May 16-22—St. Louis, Mo. -— Fox 
They're not going to say that about | rheatre. 
me. Those kids are my public.’ f May —— hicago—Chicago 
. | # atre, 
LV e showm: Cys ey | < , 
Ever the show man, Kyser nev er | May 30-June 5 — Milwaukee, Wis. 
Jets escape the slightest detail to Riverside Theatre. 
diffuse the crowd with his friend- | June 6-14—One nighters to Calif. 
liness. On a jam-packed dance floor | t June 15-July 12—Catalina Island, 
a slip of a girl was thrown and/ff Cal.—Casino. 

- mm «© g $-93 Jo on- 
trampled. Kay rushed down from 4 cae ag ae Ce te ee 
t > stan e c ft » >; : ; 

he stand and lifted her out of the mm July 28-August 71—Denver—Lake- 
surging mob to the stand He let! side. 
her sit by him while her wound wes | MM 4ugust 8-14—One nighters to Chi- 
being dressed and she smiled through \ rg 
it al "hs Se : SEES | ugust 15-Dee. 1 — Chicago, Hl.— 
all. That i, rowd gave Kyser the Aragon Ballroom, 
greatest ovation he ever drew. 
* 
trumpet and snappery vocals tne| BEST SELLERS ON | 
apple-cheeked leader carries full OK 
force of singers headed by Julie EH RECORDS 
Sherwin. She works her deep throat rs 
on the more modern ballads and 


rounds out a featured vocal quintet. 
Joe Martin puts down his fiddle for 
tuning up on lyrie tenor vocals and 
Earl Randall comes out of the brass | 
section for baritoning. Personnel | 
also lists Rip Crawley, Bill Lahey 
and Floyd Godbey in reeds, Art| 
Davis and Ulie Baker, besides Johnny 
Davis on trumpets: Jimmy Burton | 
and Herb Harper, trombones: Jimmy 
Livingston. piano: Arlen Duonree. | 
drums; Norman Selig, string bass: 
Tony Dee, Martin and Harper on 
violins. | 

Some 12 years ago Davis played| 
trumpet on this same bandstand as a | 
brass member of Jimmy Joy’s troupe. | 
out in front. Crew | 


OUR THANKS TO 
MUSIC CORPORATION 
OF AMERICA 
FOR A SWELL TOUR 










here in the Grill. Quin. | 
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(This is the first in a contemplated series of special 
articles either by VARIETY Staffinen, as with this first 
example, or by outsiders. The general purpose of the 
series is to see the whole problem of booking orchestras 
in realistic boxoffice focus. These articles will consider 
popularitics and ‘fan angles,’ but ouly in relation to the 
business of selling dance music at a profit. Bookers 
and promoters as well as leadcrs, publishers, phono- 
graph recorders and managers are invited to comment 
as to how this proposed scries may be extended or made 
more useful to the orchestra industry. —Ed.) 


New York City does not determine the musical taste of 
the nation. Broadcasters tell you that in many sections 
people actively resent New York dance style and arrange- 
ments. Nevertheless New York is the center of the band 
pooking, of important publicity, of the big time. That can't 
be denied. Running a territoria! band may be something 
else. An important something else, unique unto itself. Still 
the ballyhoo, the doubling, the prestige, the radio contracts 
and the glamour of Manhattan remain. So it’s logical that 
any series on the art of booking dance orchestras begins with 
some comment on how it’s done in the environs of Times 
Square. 

Vagaries of location, clientele and even weather play an 
important part in one of the last remaining phases of the 
amusement industry where personal judgment rather than 
standardization or statistics is the factor upen which opera- 
tion rests. 

The smart hotel band buyer tries to get bands on their 
way up, bands with something of a rep, of course, but not 
necessarily established among the leaders. New York hotels 
have alma matered some of the biggest name bands of rec- 
ord, for these are the spots where the stamp of popular ap- 
proval gives a promising band the diploma which definitely 
shoots it into the big league. 


IMPORTANT FOR PRESTIGE 


Nearly every band in the country wants to play the New 
York hotels if only for the exploitation buildup and prestige. 
And the established bands need the hotels as a resting spot, 
between hideout bookings, so they will not drop out of im- 
portant people’s sight. 

Paradoxically (to an outsider), big New York hostelries 
get topnotch bands cheaply. Virtually all of them are avail- 
able at scale. The very best names, riding the crest of popu- 
larity, command fees only slightly higher than scale. Some- 


times bands are paid scale plus 50% of the covers above 
$1,500 to $2,000. 
Through the dance rooms of Manhattan hotels can be 


traced the cycles and individual ups and downs of virtually 
every dance band that ever hit the limelight. In the pre- 
prohibition era there were virtually no big name bands in 
the sense they are spoken of today. Bands then served only 
to accompany stars and specialties; were never featured. 
There were only brass bands and the waltz, though a Negro 
jazz band gave a concert performance at Carnegie Hall 
in 1912, 


REMEMBER PROHIBITION? 


Prohibition forced bands to play in cramped quarters and 


resulted in development of an extemporaneous style of jazz. 


(Some jazzmen became ‘reefers’ and drunks due to demoral- 


| field, Mass., and 
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Art of Dance Band Booking 


: 
| The Experience of New York City 
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izing working conditions, long hours and a rough clientele.) 

Radio developed many modern name bands—Lopez, Lom- 
bardo, Vallee, Osborne and others. Phonograph records be- 
gan to be important to bands in 1934-35 and the Dorseys, 
Goodman, Shaw, Miller, James have all been wax-hypoed. 
Many present greats are the same jazzmen of the 1920-34 
era who had been ‘hibernating in the interim in orchestra 
pits, working as side men in bands and in radio studios. 

The big bands, spotted in large rooms with liquor on the 
tables, were developed following prohibition. As novelty of 
floor shows and open drinking wore off, competition killed 
the high cover spots along Broadway. Covers gave way to 
the minimum and then the location charges. The hotel band 
as a feature attraction followed. 

The advent of the jitterbug is analyzed in band circles as 
nothing more than a dramatization of the fact that exciting 
music had come back. The jits built the bonfires, danced 
in the theatre aisles and went generally berserk in a fashion 
that provided countless thousands of columns of material for 
feature stories. 

But the answer to band popularity was always the same— 
basic tastes never varied; talent, solid musicianship, regard- 
less of peculiarities of style, were and are the factors that 
determine popularity. 


AGE LEVEL AT N. Y.’S PENN 

In Manhattan almost every hotel has band problems ac- 
centuated by location and transitory clientele. At the Cafe 
Rouge, Pennsylvania Hotel, no type of entertainment except 
band vocals is used. Some of the best floor entertainers have 
been tried here with disastrous results. It’s strictly a kid 
audience that’s on its toes all night and no rest is needed 
or wanted. Average age of dance-room patrons at a hotel 
such as the Pennsylvania has dropped from 40 to 18-21. The 
average check is estimated around $5 a couple. As a result 
the comparatively conservative band—Vallee, Olsen, Lopez— 
formerly in vogue at the Pennsylvania is no longer suitable 
for this spot. In addition the socialite mob that frequented 
the Broadway hotel dance rooms has turned towards the East 
Side hostelries. The Penn has, in recent years, therefore 
been steering clear of what are designated as ‘Broadway’ 
bands. The college campus now determines band policy at 
the Penn. 


Yet Rudy Vallee in his time hung up the biggest gross ever 
registered there. Most bands playing the Penn usually draw 
more in covers than they are paid and the Cafe Rouge shows 
a profit on operation. Figuring on this 18-2l-year-old audi- 
ence, Gene Krupa is being brought into the Cafe Rouge to 
make his New York hotel debut on April! 21. 


LOMBARDO THE PERENNIAL 


Mutual benefits resulting from the band-hotel association 
are perhaps best illustrated at the Roosevelt. Just as Ben 
Bernie and later Guy Lombardo were bolstered by their 
hookup with the Roosevelt Grill, so the Grill became tagged 
with the names of those two bands. Lombardo is now in his 
10th season at the Grill, probably the longest such connection 
on record. Hotel questionnaires filled out by patrons indi- 
cate that a great many of the Roosevelt customers come to 
stay because they get Lombardo in the Grill. Hotel men 
acknowledge that while they have built bands, some orches- 
tras have helped build hotels. 

Like the Penn the Roosevelt presents no entertainers with 
the band but for a different reason—it interferes with 
leisurely dining. The Grill has capacity of about 400 and 


sells covers at $1 weekdays and $1.50 for Saturdays and 
holidays. Individual tabs run quite high. Average age of 
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patrons frequenting the Roosevelt is in the neighborhood of 
40-42. (Lombardo, who has been playing the Grill since Sep- 
tember will continue through April and wind up there May 
15.) Among other bands that have found acceptance with 
the 40-45-year-old trade are Orrin Tucker and Wayne King. 


WHITEMAN’S 1932 TAKE 


Bowman Room at the Biltmore, seating capacity about 350, 
is another sweet music room, with $1 cover charge week- 
days and $1.50 Saturdays and holidays. Highest figure ever 
paid for a band at the Biltmore went to Paul Whiteman in 
1932 when, legend tells, the leader drew $180,000. Whiteman 
was also the biggest grosser the Biltmore ever booked. Bilt- 
more now spends about $160,000 annually for bands, including 
cost of the house orch which is maintained throughout the 
year. Biltmore draws the older mob, over 40-year average, 
and individual checks run over $4. 


FOR BOTH YOUNG AND OLD 


Hotel New Yorker and the Astor require bands that can 
easily adapt themselves to a change of pace since both aim 
to draw middle-ased as well as the young crowd. Swing 
bands opening early in the season at the Astor will change 
their style and sweeten up until the older folks start leaving 
town. They open up again and get hot for the young sum- 
mer trade. 

About two years ago the Hotel New Yorker tried to lure 
the socialite mob back to the west side with Paul Whiteman 
but the East Side won. 

Terrace Room, at the New Yorker, with about 400 capacity, 
has a 75c weekly cover and $1.50 for Saiurdays. Some 56 
bands have played the hotel since it opened, among them 
Jimmy Dorsey, Tommy Dorsey. Henry Busse, Jan Garber, 
Al Donahue, Glen Gray, Ted Fiorito, Ozzie Nelson, Kay 
Kyser, Horace Heidt and Woody Herman. 


At both Astor and New Yorker the versatile band is 
essential. 

Average age of dance-room patrons at these two hotels is 
within the 20-28 category. Rudy Vallee was one of the big- 
gest grossers ever booked into the Astor, and last year Bob 
Christenberry would have booked him in again except for 
the fact that Vallee had Coast and radio commitments. Astor 
Roof has a capacity of about 800 with 75c cover charge week 
days and $1 holidays. Average individual check at Astor 
and New Yorker runs from $2.50 to $3. 

Amount of coin spent on bands and entertainment in New 
York hotels runs into astronomical] figures . Six of the lead- 
ing hotels alone spend at the rate of approximately $1,000,000 
a year for dance bands and talent. Hotel New Yorker spends 
about $200,000 annually on dance-room music and _ talent, 
with about two-thirds of this amount going to the bands, 
Some years the Astor Hotel management buys as much as 
$250,000 worth of bands and entertainment. This figure, how- 
ever, includes music bought for functions taking place in the 
hotel. On one night at the Astor there were seven name bands 
playing in various rooms, including Johnny Green, Eddy 
Duchin, Guy Lombardo, Tommy Dorsey and Rudy Vallee. 
Floor entertainers are strong at both the Astor and the New 
Yorker. 

With hotels catering to the younger element location is 
important as many hotel rooms have been placed on re- 
stricted list by private school heads. While there may be 
nothing objectionable about dance rooms which have been 
placed out of bounds for the high school-college contingent, 
the ban is on where rooms are close to some undesirable 
spot in the immediate vicinity. 























last fall. | 4, which reverts to the Harlern swing 
motif, the others will be variations. 


Culturally Significant 
Jive in the Museum 


Of Modern Art, N. Y. 


ul , Ta] 
New personal management agency 


4 


to handle talent of the ‘pure swing’ 


variety solely for concert bookings 
has been set up in New York by 
Louise Crane, 26-year-old member 
of the Crane paper manufacturing 
family. Femme, who ecquired an 
enthusiasm in niteries for the cul- 
turally significant jive feels there's 
& market for this type music among 
People who won't patronize the re- 


mote early morning spots where it 
prevails. 


Success there hzs led her to arrange 
a series of ‘demonstration’ programs 
at the Museum of Modern Art, N. Y. 
Museum will be the spon- 
sor, with the concerts representing a 


neminal 


switch in policy on its part. This is 
the first time it has ever offered 
musical sessions except as an ad- 
junct of an art exhibit. 

Admish will be $1.50 per concert 


or $7.50 for the series of six. With 
the auditorium seating only 500, 1 
offers little chance of profit. Museum 
and ¢<« ‘friend of the museum’ are 
underwriting possible losses. Initial 
concert, with all Negro performers, 
will be held next Wednesday (30). 
Heard will be John Kirby's orch, 
The Sophistichords (three boys, and 
two girls in vocalizations of opera in 
swing) and Herman Chittison, pian- 


+ 
L 


swing, with 


Second is ‘Four Saints in Three Acts,’ 


opere by New York Herald Tribune 
musie critic Virgil Thomson and 
Gertrude Stein, with same cast as 


when originally presented on Broad- 
way in 1933. Third session will be 
the Spanish equivalent to American 
swing, with flamenco singers, dancers 
and Spanish bagpipers. 

Concert set for May 21 will star a 
colored evengelist, the Rev. Utah 
Smith, who brings his flock to salva- 
tion via swing. He'll be backed by 
a flock of quartets from various 
Negro churches in Brooklyn. Fifth 
program comprises South American 
tisie Houston (a Brazil- 
ian despite the name) in top spot. 


Les Brown orch renewed at Mike 





CLYDE 
LUCAS | 


AND THE 


CALIFORNIA DONS 


THE ORCHESTRA FEATURING 


SEVEN SINGING VIOLINS 


CURRENTLY AT THE 
BILTMORE HOTEL, New York 





























Miss Crane experimented with the 


‘dea in a series of concerts in Pitts- Except for the. last 


ist recently back from Eut 
concert, June 








ope. Todd's Theatre Restaurant, Chicago, | 
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intil May 24. 




















JOE DAVIS PRESENTS TWO "NOCTURNAL" SONG HITS 





NIGHTY-NIGHT 


FOX-TROT BALLAD BY LESLIE BEACON 


IN THE HUSH 
OF THE NIGHT 


ADAPTED BY LESLIE BEACON FROM ‘SHEHERAZADE’ BY KORSAKOFF 








Record by 
Record by 
Record by 


BLUEBIRD 
VICTOR 
DECCA 


ALVINO REY 
BARRY WOOD 
BOBBY BYRNE 


DECCA 
COLUMBIA 
BLUEBIRD 
OKEH 
OKEH 





Record by 
Record by 
Record by 
Record by 
Record by 


JIMMY DORSEY 
RAYMOND SCOTT 
ART KASSEL 

JACK LEONARD 
FRANKIE MASTERS 








BEACON MUSIC CO. 





(JOE DAVIS, Owner) 


1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY 

















42 


ORCHESTRAS—MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 23, 194] 





On the Upbeat 





Dorothy Porter, formerly 
Clyde Lucas, new vocalist with Joe 
Frasetto’s band at WIP, Philly. 





Bob Chester booked to open dance 


with | 


engagement at Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J. In addition, several one- 
nighters have been booked for the 


i band in June throughout New Eng- 
land by Ray Galvin’s Eastern Orches- | 


season at Kennywood Park, Pitts- 
burgh, May 16. He comes in for 10- | 
day stay. 





Herbert Fritschie band back into 
New Penn, Pittsburgh, for third en- 
gagement there this season, re- 
placing Joe Mowry outfit. 





Art Sabie opened Monday (21) at 
Balconades, Pittsburgh, for four 
weeks, succeeding Phil Allwes outfit, 
which is slated for another stand 
there late in May. 

Eddie Ufer and his five-man com- 
bination will start their sixth 





con- 
secutive summer at Toledo Beach, 
on Lake Erie, on Decoration Day, 


May 30. 


Arturo (and his Gay Caballeros) 
now at the Commodore Perry hotel, 
Toledo, O. 





One-night engagements at the Co- 
coanut Grove Ballroom, Toledo: Bill 


tra Service. 
Mike Riley set for month of June 
at Henry Grady hotel, Atlanta. 


Joe Bruno, sax player with Charles 
Hector’s WEEI (Boston) studio band, 
hes been claimed by Army and re- 


| placed by Aaron Kelzick. 


iin 


Penny Banks, formerly ‘Penny 
Parker’ with Vincent Lopez and Joe 
Reichman, replaced Linda Keene 
with Red Nichols band currently at 
Raymor Ballroom, Boston. Miss 
Keene returned to New York to rest 
New York, recuperating from 
serious case of laryngitis. 


Billy Thomson band current at 
Plantation, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 


Tiny Bradshaw orch set for in- 


| definite engagement at Club Lincoln, 
| Columbus (O.) new deluxe black and 


Bardo, April 27; Will Osborne, May | 


4; and Johnny McGee, May 18. 
Gene Austin’s orch to be managed 
by Albert Zugsmith. Goes to Mueh- 
lebach hotel, Kafsas City, for two 
weeks beginning May 9, followed by 
a 
by Weems, Inc. 





Honey Haynes, femme orch pilot, 
joins Star-Spangled Revue now tour- 
ing army camps, to alternate in lead- 
ing Johnny Hamp’s orch. 





Jack Denny, booked at Village 
Barn, N. Y., will play month of June 
at Roosevelt hotel, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Henry Jerome renewed indefinitely 
Childs’ Paramount restaurant, N. Y., 
airing over Mutual. 


Andre Paris’ electrical orch booked 
for the Blue Diamond at Newark, 
May 12. 





Red Nichols plays 2 fast return 
engagement tonight (23) at Totem 
Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass., 
due to being a good draw on Good 
Friday weekend (11-12). 


Bobby Byrne will play Totem Pole 


week at Tower theatre there, set | 


tan nitery. 





Eddy Rogers orch opens Monday 
(28) in Ionian Room of Deshler Wal- 
lick hotel, Columbus, for limited 
run, Replaces Cecil Golly crew. 





Xavier Cugat shifts from the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria’s Sert Room into the 


| Starlight Roof May 14 with Miguelito 


Me,’ ‘They Can't Take That Away 
from Me,’ ‘Love Walked In,’ ‘Man I 
Love,’ ‘Summertime.’ 





Fletcher Henderson band 
50c label. 


Al Donahue and Andrews Sisters | 





Network Plugs, 8 AM. to1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
| NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
_Monday through Sunday (April 14-20). Total represents accumulated per- 
formances on the two major networks from 8 a.m, to 1 a.m. {Dropped for 





signed | 
for one year to record for Columbia | 


coupled for four week stay at Pal- | some months, persistent trade demand prompted resumption of the plug’s 


ladium, Hollywood, opening May 23. 
Woody Herman goes in July 18 for 








breakdown even theugh ASCAP tunes obviously can’t be logged} 


GRAND 

six weeks. TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
manne vie : PET Se Tere Tee Tere Tee Eee Tey eT Te Tero eee 30 

Red Norvo tees off Enna Jettick | jt all Comes Back to Me NoW..........ccccccccuctuce ree 29 
Park, Auburn, N. Y., season, going 1N | Walkin’ by the River........c.cccceccescccccccccceees eee eee 28 
for nine days May 24. Johnny | Maria Elena.......ccccccecccccucccccccccecsscsececcs Southern ..... 26 
Messner is down for Jume 2-8; | no ] Worry?........ccccececccceevccccceeeccsscseccens Melody Lane... 25 
George Hall, 9-15; Bunny Berigan, | yigh on a Windy Hill..............0cceececeecececcecs le 35 
| 16-22. Two Hearts That Pass in the Night.................... a 24 
eee | There'll Be Some Changes Made...................... ae 22 

Red Allen combo recording for | Things I Lowe. ..oocccccvecccteccccccvenscoccecicccces Campbell ..... 21 
Okeh records. Made first date last | With a Twist of the Wrist..............cccceeeeccceces ea 21 
week. ‘Crow is a6 Cate BOCieey GOW TVs We Bia iio ba 00s 60's 0b cb ioe uses oterdceccesdcsceas a aor 19 
town. Ce ee ee oe we cee uc ae ee 18 
_ eURETe OE POOU Tee TRPORIOD, oko bs 65 6 6 0000s bac ceevass ss ee 18 

ak Presa emntind Trek | Wee Ce GE sb c is is oes oie wins oboe v0ebeecckessseeeare rere 18 
seven pieces to 10 plus a girl singer. | Number 10 Lullaby Lane.................ceceeeeecees WROPTOR occcces 17 
Signed to Weems, Inc., Chicago | Oh, Look at Me Now........cccccccccseccccccccsccececs Embassy ...... 17 
agency. go ee | Ae ere res er rer ree re Southern ...... 17 
cimeauiini SN acs cke decreed be eke o a SES ss cwreenwades ae 16 

Glenn Miller plays first date on re- | Because Of YOU.........eseeeee cece cece eee e etna wees rer 15 
turn from Coast at Chicago, theatre, Let’s Get Away from gt | ARES ane eatin ae pee ieee ee Embassy ....,. 13 
Chicago, week June 13. ete OIE Ta Ts 6-5 wae ks 059-4505 44 wi cwiOiaddceras London ....... 15 
ge” Eee re ee er ere ear 14 

re i ee eT Te TTT CSTR TTL CT UTC TTT ere WENO ss ccsesce 14 

Linda Keene taking vocalist spot Jn the Hush of the Night...............cceccecuccceens Beacon ........ 13 
with Charlie Barnet. ee ee es oe eee cok ee Southern ...... 13 
Gene Autry abun of Okeh records pmb, he Bland ooo a" 
lis first book of 35¢ platters to b€ | Rockin’ Chair.........ccceececccecucccecccuccccecuncee Southern ...... 12 
| issued by Columbia Records. {i ON "eRe IRR RRRERC NRE: == Steen 11 
ve ae P PeOOe) Oi VO GR TOUS FEGAEG 6 oc oesccccce tacsvececcsecs DE s<ikesasies 11 
Willie Moore, Jr., NOW AFSNSiN | So You're the One. ......0.cccccccccccccccccccvccccces BMI .. ll 
for Benny Goodman in place Of |; et's Dream This One Out.............. NR 10 
Fletcher Henderson, busy with own | a a Se SR ia eae Masks... nha 10 


Valdez, Lina Romay and Dean Mur- | 


phy. 


Joe Glaser’s prize-winning champ 


| tempo 
'Played On.’ 


| Boston terrier dog called Bannion’s | 
Hellzapoppin, winning blue ribbons. | 


| Records. 





Ralph Prieur orch into Colvin 


Gables outside Buffalo. 


| May 


Glenn Garry booking at O’Henry 


Perk, Chicago, April 23, has 
picked up for six additional 
at same spot. 


weeks 


Abe Lyman will be the last band 
into the Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn, 
this season. Down for May 1-4; thea- 
tre closes one day and opens May 6 
with road show of legit ‘Little 
Foxes.” 

Eddy Duchin cutting second album 
within eight months for Columbia 
He’s doing eight George 
Gershwin sides, including ‘Embrace- 


Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass., im- | 
mediately following his four-week 


able You,’ ‘S’Wonderful,” ‘Someone 
to Watch Over Me,’ ‘Somebody Loves 











A ROMANTIC GUY, I 


Sensational New Rhythm Tune 


featured by 











FRANKIE 


366 Madison Ave. 





LUCKY STRIKE HIT 
FRED WARING 
GUY LOMBARDO 

LANNY ROSS 

MASTERS and 


THE NIGHT WE MET 
IN HONOMU 


Lilting Hawaiian Love Song 
featured by 
KATE SMITH 
KENNY BAKER 
GUY LOMBARDO 
RAY KINNEY 


and others 


SOMEWHERE IN ENGLAND 


New Song-Hit From England 


NATIONWIDE SONGS, Inc. 


Phone VAn. 6-0867 


PAKADE 


others 


New York 


been | 


| Toledo, 


band, 





Ray Scott cut first attempt at waltz 
last week, making 





Potomac River Boatline 


27 with Bunny Berigan band. 


“i 


‘Band 


| 


reopens 


River boats operate with name bands 


all summer. 

Eddie Bradd continues at Seaside 
beachfrontery, Atlantic City, indefi- 
nitely, 


definitely will 
Meadowbrook, 


Benny Goodman 
fulfill four weeks at 
Cedar Grove, N. J., 


Elliot Hoyt and eight piece orches- 


opening Sept. 16. 


tra will play at the Cocoanut Grove, | 


the summer 
switching from the Trianon Ball- 
room on May 2, when the Cocoanut 
Grove will be open Wednesday, Fri- 


during 


season, | 
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Music Music War Sees 
Rise to 10 Per Mo. 
Of Would-Be Pubs 


Eddie Cherkose and Jules Styne | 
cleffing six ditties for ‘Puddin’head’ | 
at Republic. 





Music Notes 


Arthur Schwartz and Al Dubin are 
writing the songs for ‘Navy Blues’ 
at Warners. 





Victor Young signed by Howard 
Hughes to do the musical score for 
‘The Outlaw.’ 





Albany, April 22 
the split between ASCAP 
Paul Sawtell draws the scoring as- | and the major broadcasting interests 
signment on ‘Hurry, Charlie, Hurry,’| Jan, 1 there has been an average of 
at RKO. ee | 10 applications a month filed with 
Bill Watters and Howard Steiner | ‘ne Secretary of State for charters 
cleffed ‘Don’t Kid Yourself,’ to be | to conduct music publishing busi- 
sung in ‘Redhead’ at Monogram. |nesses in New York. During 1940, 


ithe average petitions of such nature 
was two a month. 


Since 





|\day, Saturday, and Sunday nights . —_— 
only ’ Frank Loesser and Harry Barris 
only. " are writing the tunes for ‘Henry for 
President’ at Paramount. "| 

Howard Leroy’ supplanted the 








Checkerboard ‘Band at the Cascades Bronislau Kaper has been assigned 


Room, Hotel Ohio, Youngstow ",! to do the musical score for ‘Barnacle | 
April 21, coming from Hotel Miami, | pj)) at Metro 


Dayton. 


= ee | Jacob Gimpel recorded a special 
| piano concerto written by Dr. Miklos 
Rozza for Alexander Korda’s ‘Illu- 
sions.’ 


One that came through the mill 


last week was Songs and Music, 
Inc., with Seymour L. Weinberger, 


of the Bronx, named as a director 
and Benjamin W. Winston, of New 


York, the filing attorney. There's 
an old established firm known as 
| Words and Music, Inc., which is 


| owned by Fred Waring and managed 


by Johnny O’Connor. 








— ——-s 





Copyright Pact Because 
Of ‘Secret U. S. Needs’ 


Trade attendees at the hearing of 
the proposed International Copyright 
Convention before a Senate commit- 
tee in Washington last week came 
away with the impression that the 
bill on its merits hasn’t a chance of 
passage but if the State Department 
can convince the senators it needs 
this instrument for reasons it can’t 
publicly disclose the outcome may 
be entirely different. The music, 
motion picture, publishing and other 


industries were united in their op- 
position to the measure 

Another impression carried away 
| by trade attendees was that the 


| Shotwell Bill, which was under such 
| discussion last week, may prove the 
| enabling legislation which would be 
| required to implement the conven- 
| tion in so far as the U. S. copyright 
| law is concerned. Suspicion for that 
sort of a tieup is based on the cir- 
cumstance that the strongest advo- 
cate for the international convention 
at the hearing was Dr. Waldo Leland 
as representative for the American 


lectual Cooperation. 





Shotwell Bill. 


Committee for Pan-American Intel-| 
It was this| 
same committee that sponsored the tion and dameges had been asked | 


Fortunato Bonanovo sings two of 
his own compositions in ‘Blood and 
Sand,’ at 20th-Fox. Songs are ‘Span- 
ish Gypsy’ and ‘Flamenco.’ 





The World’s Greatest 
Vibraharpist 


LIONEL 
HAMPTON 


.And His 16 Men of Music 


NOW 4th MONTH 


New Grand Terrace 
Chicago 


Frank Loesser and Burton Lane 
whittled a song, ‘Don’t Cry, Little 
Cloud,’ to be sung in ‘World Pre- | 
miere’ at Paramount, 

Phil Ohman and Foster Carling 
wrote “The Mocambo,’ to be pub- 
lished in English, Spanish and Por- | 
tuguese by Mills. 

Campbell-Connelly has obtained 
the British rights to ‘Who Am I?’ and 
Morton Gould's ‘Pavanne’ from Mills 
Music, Ine. 


Drops Pix Song Suit 


Suit of Robert Brooker Wyatt, 
songwriter, against 20th-Century- 


Broadcasting Nightly 
W BBM—12:30-1—C.S.T. 


Fox, Harry Revel, Mack Gordon, and Be 

Leo Feist, Inc., weg discontinued 

| last week in N. Y. federal court. | VICTOR RECORDS 
Action claimed plagiarism of plain- « 


tiff’s song, ‘In a Bassinet,’ written in 
1934, in ‘This May Be the Night,’ by Personal Management 
Gordon and Revel, and used in 20th- 


| 
Fox’s ‘My Lucky Star.’ JOE GLASER, Inc. 
An accounting of profits, injunc- |] 39 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
Circle 7-0862 








| against the picture, 








The Hilarious New Comedy Song 


A Natural, Get-Together Song With Lyrics that 
Pack a.Wallop. There’s a Laugh in Every Line. 


dd D 


| 
| 
| [] 


Sensational Hit from England! 


Plenty of Extra ‘Punchy” Choruses. The Favor- 
ite Gang Song With the Boys In All Branches 
of the U. S. Service. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending April 19, 1941) 
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Walkin’ By the RIVET... cccccccccccccscccsescccccccccccccocs BMI 

wumber 10 Lullaby Lame 2.2.2.2... ccccccsccccccccccsceccces Warren 

PED 5 eb sd. 0085945 ERD Rha es 5655545005000 00ecces eed Schuberth WHAT ABOUT IT? 

Wise Old Owl.........- SeRUOD adeeb hase Neb de0ke bas seee een BMI 

“ pratligheny oo hiss e eee eek a hk dd dae e 44 dwade nee cated eae a Atlanta Daily Asks How Come No 

Vv SN Te he UC oe ye ee ee ee ee ee 

SR Te WOE BOE D6 6.5 0065600 0000escicceccdvconsea Paramount Music Settlement 

I'll Be With You in Apple Blossom Time............. .. Broadway 

Do I Worry......- sewenee Lis mETT RAG Gwe KAD DS se a6deo0% ances Mel. Lane Atlanta, April 22. 
G'bye Now eeeoeseeeece OOOO 060054656 60's bed 4445-60066 04 doe OS BMI Demand for quick action on part 
SS) cis bho Geshe She 610 46 00 ):0:5.6o eon aw aeeeesoedaad Feist = 
There'll Be Some Changes Made........................005. Marks of broadcasters has been voiced 
Sates 8 EGS. ccscccssceseses SpiMeEdsbhebisbcecdeksubenees Campbell | >y editorial writer of Atlanta Con- 


* Filmusical. 


stitution, who captioned his writings | 








CBS, as one of the defendants, 
will seek Friday (25) in the 
N. Y. supreme court to compel the 
service of an amended complaint by 


14 songwriters who have brought 
suit for $1,217,500 damages as the re- 
gult of alleged unlawful acts com- 
mitted just prior to the break be- 
tween ASCAP and the major broad- 
casting interests Jan. 1. The writers, 
gill of whom except one are affili- 
ated with ASCAP, charge the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
CBS, NBC and Broadcast Music, Inc., 
and their officers of violating the 
N. Y. state anti-trust laws. 

The action marks the first one in- 
volving heavy damages to have been 
inspired by the ASCAP-radio fight. 
The line of attack implied by the 
complaint is one that ASCAP pub- 


lishers have themselves considered 
taking but, it is understood, they 
have been dissuaded from going 


‘through with it by ASCAP counsel 


on the ground that such tactics 
would only serve to complicate any 
future settlement talks with radio. 


The Complaints 


The writers are suing for some- 
thing that allegedly happened while 
a contract between ASCAP and the 
defendants was still in force. 
writers charge that the defendants 
did not wait until this contract had 
expired before conspiring to de- 
prive them of their livelihoods, de- 
stroy the value of works created 
with this contract in mind and to 
force composers to sell their songs 
at a low and unfair price. 
complaint further charges that the 
defendants: 





The | 





The | 


1. Proposed a plan among them- 
| 


selves to destroy ASCAP. 

2. Through threats and 
tion prevented radio stations from 
entering licensing agreements with 
ASCAP. 

3. By this action violated the anti- 
trust laws, 

4. Formed BMI for the purpose of 
furthering the conspiracy. 


5. Required radio stations to play 
BMI music. 


intimida- | 


‘What of ASCAP Tunes?’ 


(BS Seeks Amended Charges In ee ee ele | 
Songwriters Suit Charging Radio 
‘Conspiracy to Damage Interests 


decrees governing the use of music 
on the air went into effect. ASCAP 
airs have not been returned to the 
air waves. The public was patient 
during the time in which ASCAP 
and the brozdcasters waged their 
fight. Finally, the government 
stepped in and by two parallel de- 
crees laid the groundwork for set- 
tlement of the issues. It then was 
up to the broadcasters and the 
music makers to adjust their rela- 





British Best Sellers 


eens tionship. 

(For Week Ending March 22) ‘It is no more than time that 
bs 4 ee cov eeeveccenre Wood this should be accomplished and 
ata Dash | the ASCAP tunes brought beck to 
Last Time Saw Paris. ..Chappell the radio listening public, If it is 


not brought about quickly, the 


Down Every Street..Cinephonic public has a right to expect that 


Bless "Em All..........¢. Prowse : 

Weep No More.. _.Wright the Se page a agtoremrige 

Sergeant Major...... Cinephonic Few things wee © Beery Peewee ¢ 
eet Sun intangible, effect on the average 


Down Argentina Way 


Labor Issue 
In Meditation 
Phase on Coast 


person than good music. That the 
best of modern tunes be kept from 
the public by inexcusable delay is 
not to be tolerated. 

‘ASCAP and groups representing 
the broadcesters of the country 
have heid several meetings, and | 
apparently the issue today is up to 
the broadcasters. They should act 
immediately or explain their posi- 
tion. The public wants the music 
now barred by the broadcasters 
and its pzctience is fast running 
low.’ 








SONG PLUGGERS’ UNION 
NIXES JIMMY CAMPBELL 


Contactmen’s union has_ turned 
down the application of Jimmy 
Campbell for membership because of 
an American Federation of Labor 
rule which makes American citizen- 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Both factions in the strike at 
Columbia Records by the United 
Electrical Radio and Machine Work- 
ers of America retired today (Tues- 
day) to deliberete on a compromise 
proposal of Edward Fitzgerald, Fed- 
eral Conciliator, submitted at Mon- 
day’s (21) session. Fitzgerald indi- 
cated a compromise settlement of- 
fered by Columbia would not com- 





pose the difficul Ities and fe’r and | gs; ip or proved intent to become a 

reasonable wage increcses would be | citizen a requisite for entry into any 

five to 10 cents per hour with a 65- | ary, body. 

| cent minimum. | Campbell is manager of Guy 
Disc firm offered 65 cents hourly | Lombardo’s London Music Co. 

and increased 1.7 cents per hour | 

which got fast turndown by union | 

| officials. Fitzgerald : also pr ropas sed six | ASCAP nt Portland, Me. 

paid holidays yearly against none | 


| 


Seniority ratings would be at the | et sadly 
discretion of company officials who|der the supervision of ASCAP's | pe hea 
would also act on all promotion. Boston office, which has been di-/| filed, and at tha 
William Elconin, United Interna- | rectly operated for some time. 
| tional field orgenizer, characterized 


6. Required radio stations to buy | 


BMI stock. 


7. Threatened the withdrawal of 
their network programs from affili- 
ated stations if these stations failed 
to cooperate. 


8. Required orchestras and spon- 
sors to play a minimum of BMI 
songs. 

9. Coerced orchestra leaders and 
hotels into refusing to play ASCAP 
numbers. 

10. Made false and 
statements about ASCAP. 


‘Interests Damaged’ 


The writers state in their com- 
Plaint that as a result of the fore- 
£0lng acts their earning capacity 
and prestige were seriously im- 
Paired and the damages each asks 
ranges from $50,060 to $100,000. The 
suing writers are Allan Flynn, Ira 
Schuster, Paul Cunningham, Nelson 
Cocane, Sammy Mysels, Ernie Bur- 
nett, Al Lewis, Vincent Rose, Larry 
Stock, Jean Schwartz, Stanley 
Adams. Guy Wood, George Whiting 
and Frank Madden. The non- 
ASCAP writer is Madden. 

Also named as defendants are 
Neville Miller, NAB prez; Niles 
Trammel, NBC prez; Mark Woods, 


misleading 


V.p.; Edward Klauber, CBS executive | 


v.p.; John Elmer, WCBM, Baltimore; | 
Walter Damm, WTMJ, Milwaukee; | 


John Shepard, 3rd, Yankee Network; directors. 


a 


| company 


' Sidney M. Kaye, BMI v.p. and gen- | 


currently. The new contract proffered | 
by Columbia would scrap seniority| ASCAP has dropped its lawyer 
standing which has been accruing | representation in the Maine and New 
for the past two years and depart- Hampshire districts and will operate 
mental ty covering employee | 
transfers would be eliminated. |in Portland. 

The Portland setup wil 


seniori 


1 come un- 


in these areas directly from an Office | 


BLANKET-NOT PER PROGRAM-DEALS 
NOW SEEM PROBABLE BASIS FOR ASCAP 


lieaial May Lead the Way—Weber Blasts Saboteurs 
| —_Affiliates of All Webs May Need ‘Unselling’ 
| on Fancy Audit Systems 





| Miller Stays Pop 





+ 


Robbins Music has changed plan | 


about scrapping Miller Music, Inc., 
jas a popular publishing house and, 
| instead, is movirg its quarters into 
| the Robbins suite from whence Ben 


Miller Music as heretofore. 
Original intention was to focus all 
pop song material through the Feist 
| and Robbins catalogs, leaving Miller 
| to handle so-called ‘standard’ copy- 
rights. 


Court Sets Reorg 
For U.S. Record, 











,/U. S. Record Corp., was approved 
Monday (21) by Judge Vincent L. 
Leibell the N. Y. federal court, 
after a hearing, at which time no 
|creditors objected to the offered 
terms. Plan provides for payment in 


in 


full of administration expenses and 


allowances, taxes, wages, assumption 
of the two secured claims, 
ment of 14% to unsecured creditors 


whose claims now total $49,588. 


and pay- 


The plan is proposed by a group 
of officers and directors of the re- 
organizing company, which applied 
for the right to reorganize on Sep- 
tember 5, 1940. The officers and di- 
rectors will pay out approximately 
$35,000 for assets valued at $27,657 

Assets include $200 in cash, $6,- 
| 245 in accounts receivable, with an 
estimated $4,000 being the final 
amount to be collected, 


Indications have already been 
given that if the Mutual Network 
does work out a deal with ASCAP it 
will be on a blanket fee basis and not 
according to a per program plan, 


|The preference made itself evident 


| Gilbert will continue to administer | 


at last Wednesday’s meeting of the 
Mutual copyright committee’ in 
Chicago, but when the Mutual board 


| of directors and stockholders meet in 


New York, Friday (25), to go over 
the terms of a licensing agreement 
ASCAP will be expected to submit a 
per program formula as well a de- 


_ tailed plan for a blanket contract. 
If the Mutual 
| the terms agreeable 


finds 
will call a 


representation 
it 


| meeting of the network's affiliates 


j}and recommend 


that its preferred 


| licensing basis be accepted. 


From the Columbia and NBC 
camps have come similar indications 


| of a leaning toward a blanket fee 
| arrangement, but before either can 


147, to Creditors 


oh | payment 
A plan of reorganization of the | 


make any headway in that direction 
it must do an unselling job with its 
affiliates. The latter have been 
primed to the top on the idea of 
dealing with ASCAP, when that time 
comes, on Only one basis, and that is 
solely for programs in 
which ASCAP music is used. These 
networks now find that such an ar- 


| rangement would not only ‘call for 


the setting up of a complicated 


| bookkeeping system but that if it 


were adopted it might be put in the 
position of having to penalize adver- 
tisers that use music. If there’s any- 
thing that the networks don’t want te 


| do is to pass the fee for music rights 


| took 


| ceived 


as most of | 


these claims are undergoing litiga- 
ltion at the moment, $9,600 for the | 


120,000 records, 
sical recordings, 
and stampers, $1,000 for certain 
rights of the Scranton Record Manu- 
facturing Co. dealing with .nasters, 
and $1,000 for furniture, fixtures, 
cessories, etc. 

The 120,000 records 
10 cents 


$12,000 for 1,348 mu- 
mothers, 


minus the 
on packing o- shipping. Eli E. Ober- 
stein, presently vice president, will 
be the only officer to receive 
thing out of the reorganization, 


each 


any- 


masters | 


ac- 


are valued at 
two cents | 


get- | 


ting $1,575 based on $100 weekly for | 


services in the reorganization. 

The court set May 23 as the date 
for a hearing at which time the two 
thirds consent of creditors must be 
time applications 
| for allowances will also be filed. 





the offer as ‘complete proof that the 
no other desire than 
to smash organized labor in its plants 
and all legal proceedings for settle- | 
ment of labor disputes are being 
ignored.’ 

Ray Thomas, distributor of Colum- 
bic’s platters here, is said to have 
entered into an agreement to refuse 


has 


Film Co. Calls 


RCA Victor Wont Wax Warner Tunes: 


It Tieup Violation 





shipments from Columbia’s Bridge- 


port plant to provision dealers in this Warner Bros. Picture Corp. and 





imine + elketin ) Tho s’ | 
territory he pi nh ng of Thoma: |RCA Victor have become enmeshed | 
company is withdrawn. , , tter’s | 
Contending groups will meet again | |in an argument over the latter's 


| failure to record the scores of WB 
| musicals about to be released. Vic- 
tor’s reluctance to cut the numbers 
| has been due to the current tangle 


We with Fitzgerald to report 
on his proposal. 


dnesday 


Columbia bought seven songs for 
‘Betty Co-Ed.’ Ditties are ‘Hold Your | 
Heart.’ ‘Zig Me. Baby, With a Gentle 


Zav’ ‘Beat It Out’ and ‘Tap Happy,’ interests, preferring to lay 
Zag, ea appy, | 


| casting 





| between ASCAP and the big broad- | 


| thousands a 
ment. 


year 


panies requires that whenever a 
phonograph record is shown in a 
Narner picture the label on it must 
be that of RCA Victor and in return 
for this exclusive right Victor puts 
on a merchandising window display 
for every Warner musical wherever 
it has distribution. Victor can’t go 
through with the latter phase of the 


for RCA equip- | 


The tieup between the two com- | 





by Eddie Cherkose and Jacques | off such tunes that aren’t likely to | agreement if it doesn’t turn out re- 
Press: ‘Bon Bon’ and ‘When the Glee 'get exploitation on the networks. ‘cordingg’ of the new Warner Bros. 
Club Sings,’ by Charles Newman and | he contention made by Warner is! scores. 
Walter Samuels, and ‘Where,’ by that this policy has expressly vio- | One incident that burned Warners 
Jacques Krakeur. , vere eae oe .;,. | was the firm refusal of Victor to 
Se ae | lated the exclusive exploitation tle- make a new recording of ‘I Met a| 
Si al i -lup between the two companies and yij}jion Dollar Baby in a Five and} 
Paul Morency, wTic, Hartford that if Victor won't cut the picture | Ten Cent Store.’ The producer has 
Theodore Streibert, WOR, Newar tunes the producer might turn to|4@ Picture tagged ‘Million Dollar | 


the Decca Record Co. for a substi- | 
tute exploitation alliance. WB also 
made note of the circumstance that 
the company spends hundreds of! 


eral counsel; and Merritt E. Tomp- | 
kins. BMI general manager. Most 
of those in this grcup are also BMI | 


Baby’ 
has had the tune recorded by Bing 
Crosby. 


WB has a 25% interest in Decca. 


on its release schedule. Decca | 


directly on to their clients. This sit- 
uation will require lots of scouting 
by NBC and CBS among its affiliated 
stations before they can even sit 
down and talk agreement details 
with ASCAP. 

Mutual’s management last week 
recognition of attempts being 
made within the broadcasting indus- 
try to sabotage the negotiations that 
the network has been conducting 
with ASCAP. Mutual stations re- 
the following memorandum 
from Fred Weber, Mutual general 
manager: 

‘Pernicious stories circulated 
in publications and conversation 
prompt this letter. It is intended 
to explain the present position of 
Mutual stockholders relative to 
the copyright situation. 

‘All negotiations are being con- 
ducted in full recognition of sta- 
tion interest and in the intent to 
develop a practical plan for fur- 
ther public service. Stories in- 
tended to injure, obstruct or de- 
stroy such activity are bound to 
appear and We ask that you rec- 
Ognize that such reports are not 
intended for constructive pur- 
poses, 

‘When a plan is developed 

which seems practical to the 
Mutual committee composed of 
independent station operators, a 
Mutual stockholders meeting 
will be held. When such meet- 
ing produces further progress, a 
Mutual associated station meet- 
ing will be held for discussion of 
all aspects of the proposal. 

‘This committee is empowered 
only to negotiate a plan for net- 
work programs. However, the 
Structure of Mutual is such that 
negotiations are being conducted 
by a committee of independent 
station operators fully realizing 
that the plan must accommodate 
itself to independent station 
operation on individual local and 
spot programs as well as net- 
work programs before it is 
mitted to stockholders and af- 
filiates. You can appreciate that 
it is not possible to supply a run- 
ning report of the negotiations. 

“We know that we can depend 
on your confidence in the group's 
efforts in this matter.’ 


Uke Now OK for Sound 


Hollywood, April 22. 


SuD- 





Musicians union officials have 
finally accepted the ukelele as ea 
musical instrument. 


Cliff Edwards, who has been 
strumming one for 22 years, had to 


| join the A.F.M. before getting per- 


mission to pluck the gut for Warners 
‘Flight Patrol.’ 
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Billy Vine Charges 


Nitery Owners 


| 
| 


Abused, Heckled and Slugged Him 


Whether nitery operators have 


+ 





| Songwriters Suing 


the right to heckle and abuse per- 
they employ may be the 
crux of a decision presently being 
debated by the executive committee 


formers 


Marden for $5,000 


Bannister Repeating 
N.Y. AK. Filmery in N.J. 


Harry Bannister, former legit 
actor and ex-husband of Ann Hard- 
ing. will open a country replica of 
his 48th Street Music Hall, N. Y.. | 
where the beergarden policy of | 


silent films with unique effects has | 


By ABEL GREEN 


been successful. It will be an out- 
door spot on the New Jersey turn- 
pike, about six miles east of Easton, 
Pa. Spot, which will be called ‘Old 





=e ie Ae An application to examine Ben, Time Movies,’ adjoins a stream. A 
of the American Guild of Variety Marden before trial will be argued, omall pond from which patrons may 
Artists. Case involves Danny and tomorrow (Thursday) in N.Y. su-| hook or net their favorite fish will 
Kitty Davis, operators of the Air- preme court in connection with a/ be a feature. 
liner in Miami, who allegedly heckled suit by Bernard Maltin, Milton, Sid Lubin, whose piano and gad- 
and abused with profane language Drake and Harry Stride, song-| gets supply the sound effects for pic- 
Billy Vine, m.c., son of Dave Vine. writers, against Marden and Tony!tures at the Hall, remains there. 


It’s also contended by Vine, support- 
ed by an affidavit from Dr. Bernard 
L. Robbins, of Miami, who states that 
he witnessed the incident, that Kitty 
Davis slugged him with a left hook 
to the mouth. 

Plus Vine’s and the  doctor’s 
charges, AGVA also has an affidavit 
from specialty dancer Renee Rondel}, 
who alleges that she was forced to 
kick beck $15 weekly out of a $60 
salary to Davis’ secretary, named 
only as Rose. Miss Rondel! claims 
she did this the first four weeks of 
her employment this past season 
then received the full $60 of her con- 
tract for the last two weeks, and she 
is now asking AGVA to collect the 
$60 in kickbacks. 

A letter from Emmett C. Choate. 
Miami attorney for the Davises, en- 
ters a blanket denial to all the 
charges. It’s denied that Miss Ron- 
deli paid any kicksbacks, or that 
Vine was abused or struck. Choate. 
in fact, claims that Vine is the one 
who should be censured—-for walk- 
ing out on his contract in the middle 
of a show. 

Repartee 

According to Vine, the Davises al- 
ways heckled him while he was 
working on the floor. 
Vine claims, Davis 
audience: 

‘Get a look at that bum! He never 
had a pair of shoes before—I got 
them for him.’ 

This, Vine states, was only mild 
abuse compared to what followed the 
erganization of the Airliner as 


shouted to the 


AGVA’'s rep in Miami, with the help 
of Vine. The heckling by the nitery 
operators, according to Vine, finally 
resulted in making him ill, and on 
the night of March 26 he had to retire 
to his dressing room and send for a 
doctor. 

In relation to that visit, Dr. Rob- 
bins’ affidavit states that he had to 
push his way past the Davises to get 
to Vine’s dressing room. There he 
found the performer in a state of 
nervous exhaustion. Kitty Davis then 
entered the room, the doctor claims, 
ana abused Vine in very profane 
language (some of which the doctor 
quoted), and wound up her left and 
let it go into Vine’s mouth, 

Vine claims that the Davises of- 
fered him a $500 bribe if he would 
double-cross AGVA at the time 
Richmond first started organizing the 
spot. When this was refused, Vine 
states, the Davises one evening had 
Richmond arrested, and the organ- 


izer spent a couple of hours in the | 


city jail, presumably on a disorderly 
conduct charge. 


At one show, | 


an | 
AGVA spot by Dixie Richmond, then | 


Shayne Productions, Inc. Suit seeks 
damages of $5,000 for breach of con- | 
tract. 

Plaintiffs claim that in May, 1936. 
Marden hired them to write music 
and lyrics for a floorshow at his 
Fort Lee, N.J., roadhouse. The songs | 
were not to be used outside the! 
cabaret, and plaintiffs were to retain | 
all rights to them. It is claimed that |! 
Marden sold them and received over 


Another ivory tickler is sought for 
the Jersey place. 


2 NITERY DANCERS 
HELP CONVICT THUGS 


Cleveland, April 22. 








$10,000 for the rights, and that» oria, and Micki Carlisle, of Min- 
Shayne Productions also sold the Ryp eetiper aii: Bective 0 
songs. neapolis, two nitery dancers, was re- 


sponsible for conviction of two jewel 
robbers, Howard Graves and Ber- 
nard Sidron, who were sentenced to 
10 to 25 years in the Ohio pen lzst 
week. Both hoofers, part of- the 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Saranac Lake, April 22. 
Joseph Vaughney, who ozoned | 


in Wheeling. W. Va., to testify 


here and in Denver for many years,| stickup of Howard Pilzer 
just passed a civil service exam and) yarch 5. 
is now skedded for a Federal job. | Girls related during court trial 


Joseph LaToy (LaToy’_ Bros.)! 
threw away a crutch and cane and 
is now doing landscaping in South- 


that they became acquainted with 
the two Detroit former convicts 
while dancing et the local Freddie’s 


bridge, Mass. 'Cafe. They said the crooks prom- 

Cecilia (Fritzy) Wright, former ised them headline jobs in a De- 
|dancer and Rutland Heights ozoner,| troit nitery they planned to pur- 
operating a dancing school in Revere,| chase ‘depending upon a_ business 


Mass. 

Arthur Dion (Dion Troupe), who 
spent three years here, now manages 
his own newsstand in Boston. 


deal they were pulling off the next 
day at 8:30 a.m.’ Robbery took place 
exnctly at that hour. 

Toking this circumstanticl evidence 


ni ; ‘ sti 7 ver: ritnesses 

Willard Dora, musician, is now, 2"4 ye tte  B adeagee — a 
working for Uncle Sam at Fort Ben- who identified a wer ae 
ning, Georgia. who slugged Pilzer. judge F. J. 


Lausche ruled thet the would-be ni- 
tery impresarios were guilty beyond 
a reasonable doubt. 


Henry (‘Hank’) Hearn, who grad- 
1ated from this Colony, is a film 
salesman for United Artists in Char- 





lotte, N. C. as 
Nellie DeVere, who ozoned here ° . ° 
after shuttering her bird act, is Radio City’s Tabloid 


working in Philadelphia niteries. 

Mannie Lowy making good as a/| G d 0) P d 
music-librarian in Holly wood. ran pera ro 7 

Eddie (‘Four Carlton Boys’) Ross, scceceranan 
is doing O.K. as manager of an 8th’ 
Avenue grill in N.Y.C. 

Chris Hagedorn, a 15-year ozoner, 
is doing fairly well in Bayshore, L. I. 

Thanks to Arthur and _ Tootsie 
Holmes for greetings and things sent | 
this Colony; ditto to Polly Jenkins 
and her Plowboys. 

Carl Greaves, minstrel tenor years 
ago, and Percy Pimstein, night club 
operator, stopped off to entertain the 
gang. 

Greatest aid towards the ‘cure’ is 
when folks like ~ Walter Winchell, 
James Lee, J. H. (‘Jeff’) Keen, Grace 


Radio City Music Hell takes a 
| fling at grand opera starting May 1 
with a one-hour 
of Puccini’s ‘Madame Butterfly.’ The 
theatre presented the opera about six 
or seven years ago. 

Cast will include three Butter- 
both formerly of the Met, 
Gonzales. The tenors 
Peerce and Mario Berini, and the 
baritone role of Sharpless will be 
sung by Earl Wrightson, 25-year old 
Baltimorean, and protege of Robert 


will be Jan 


Moore, Sir Harry Lauder, and Wea-| “a Repee will conduct 
ver Bros. and Elviry take time out RPOS WET SORSUCS, ANE Laue 
| Leonidoff will stage the _ opera, 


| to salute the ozoning gang. | ates otk’ di 
si. w! , > race =) y - 
Write to those who are ill. | on wee De preleies One £08 
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GENERAL EXECUTIVE 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 





| Opera is booked for a 
run, in conjunction 


certain Feeling.’ 


three-week 





New Act in Theatre 








ALAN MOWBRAY 
Talks 

10 Mins. 

Earle, Philly 


his initial p.a., and although he ap- 
parently clicks with Philly audiences, 
which are suckers for a Hollywood 
name, he needs a little more than his 
little package of English gags and 
stories about film figures to rate top 
billing in the vaude field. 


three-minute clip of some of his 
various screen appearances, After 
the screen goes up he walks onstage 
and asks: ‘Do I look the same?’ and 
stands there waiting for applause. 
Next, he launches into a series of 
stories, some funny, others smacking 
of the British Isles. He has a nice 
personality and registers well with 
the women pewholders. Shal, 


OFFICES 





Shep Fields orchestra following 
stage date at State-Lake, Chicago, 
this week goes to N.Y. to record 
eight sides for Bluebird. 

Understood tunes to be plattered 
are ‘Hungarian Rhapsody No. 5,’ 
‘Million Doilar Baby,’ ‘Marche Slav,’ 
‘You're Blase,’ ‘Don’t Blame Me,’ 
‘Three-Quarter Boogie’ and ‘Mornin’ 
on the Farm,’ 








with ‘That Un- | 


The British screen actor is making | . 
< & | some of the L&E tourist-customers, 


| There are four spots in midtown | 


Manhattan that feature big floor | 
shows; the rest of Gotham’s nitery | 
divertissement is predicated on in-| 
time or name-draw appeal. Of the 
four, Billy Rose’s Diamond Horse- 
shoe with its nostalgic pattern Is in| 
a field by itself. The Hotel Park | 


| Central Roof's variety revue is more | 


Testimony of Dorothy Barnes, of | 


| 
| 


| 


| Rosenbloom, at $1.250 a week, 


| second edition. 
| his specialists hold over. 


| to click. 


| tinuous act with revolving scenery. | 


| switcheroo on the now overly famil- | 


| not so Gay White Way. 


| happy comedy. 
| hecklers, Julie Oshins 


|} and when he’s irked he has an as- 


Mowbray’s stint tees off with a 





| 
| 
| 


| win) and ‘St. 


or less a vaude show, staged by Boots 
McKenna, and that has been stand- | 
ard, too, under Jack Waldron’s em- | 
ceeing. The other two are George 
White’s Gay White Way and the per- 
ennial Leon & Eddie’s. Both of these 
inducted new frolics last week, on | 
Thursday and Friday, respec. The 
score favors L&E. Rose's and the 
P.C. have been previously reviewed. 

White's second edition of his ‘Mid- | 
night Scandals’ is a disappointment. 
As the Gay White Way tag suggests. | 
and as White’s sponsorship should | 
insure, the yen to recapture some of | 
Broadway’s faded glory is commend- | 
able, but somehow it doesn't come off>| 

In the case of Leon & Eddie's, co- | 
boniface Leon Enken has been hypo- | 
ing his 52d street institution, espe- | 
cially because of the protracted ill- 
ness of Eddie Davis, his partner, and | 
thus it came to pass that Maxie! 
for 1 
in, | 








two weeks, has been brought 


team of the Three Smart Girls, were That’s heavy moolah for this spot, | 
brought back from the Club Diamond | put a good investment for exploitative 


purposes, if nothing else. Preem was 


against the men for the $15,000 jewel | scaled at $4 minimum tariff; $2.50 | 
here normally. Biz looks good. 


White features a $1 minimum, but 
the selective dinners progress up to. 
$3.75 and the average checks figure | 
considerably higher. | 

Contrast in both shows lies in an 
ultra pretentiousness (White) that 
doesn’t quite come off; and an al 
fresco. mugg appeal (L&E), via | 
Slapsie Maxie, that seems a better | 
commercial formula. 

Arnheim Back on B’way | 

Gus Arnheim's orchestra, first time | 
east in years, highlights White's | 
Otherwise. many of 
Thus, Nor- | 


man Harris and Sylvia Shore with 
their Hartmanesque hokum continue 
Ditto Mimi Kellermann’s 
abandoned type of terping. Ditto 
robust-baritoned Bob Shea, who ties 
it up vocally. 

A 10-part ‘Scandals Cavalcade’ in- 
ducts the floor show, including yes- 


i teryear song excerpts, “Thank Your 


| off in a din of requests. 


Maxie Rosenbloom’s Mugg Comedy — 
Takes Edge Over Geo. White’s Nitery 


mayhem makes for a bright inter. 
' lude. 

Slapsie Maxie does his comedy 
with tongue-in-cheek, starting with 
that terrible take-off on Harry Rich- 
man and then into the Noel Coward. 
‘I'm An Actor’ routine, wherein aides 
Oshins and Kline prop up a ribald 
schnitzelbank easel to blackout the 
ex-pug, turned comic, while inter. 
mittently heckling him. Lou Mar. 
tin’s expert dance sextet and Ne- 
rida’s congarhumba round it out. Biz 


| good. 





Mayfair Club, Boston 


Boston, April 17. 
Ranny Weeks Orch (9), Morton 
Downey, Archie Robbing with Stan 
Ross, The Cerneys (2); minimum 
$1.50 and $2. 








This three-act combination devel- 
ops into one of the best local floor 
shows of the season for anybody's 
money. Management is justified in 
raising the minimum tap slightly for 
the occasion. 

Morton Downey is a natural, par- 
ticularly for the Irish contingent 
because he knows how to sing out 
their sentimental ballads. On for 
12 minutes and vocalizing a good 
dozen numbers, Downey, accom- 
panying himseit on the piano, begged 


Archie Robbins has played this 
spot numerous times, always with 
good results, especially on the late 
show, when his swift gagging clicks 
with the wiser clientele. Not only 
does he return with his usual brand 


|of chatter as m.c., but he brings in 


Stan Ross as stooge. Robbins ex- 


|poses his full line of comedy, and 


then calls in Ross for banter, hokum 
and corn. 


The Cerneys open the bill with 


three ballroom offerings. Couple 
is young and neat-looking, and 
while they falter in some of the 


technical details of their lifts, they 
ave an over-all class and_ spirit 
that rivets attention on them. A 


| tango picks up the tempo and shows 
| off the couple to best advantage. For. 





PAGO PAGO ROOM 


(DEMPSEY-VANDERBILT) 
; Miami Beach, April 17 
Dr.” Arthur Marcus, Bee Kalmus, 





Fathers,’ ‘Somebody Loves Me.’ Hal and May Bee, Pago Pago Sirevs 
‘Bowl of Cherries,’ ‘Lucky Day, (6), David Lester Orch (8); $1 
‘This Is the Mrs.,’ ‘Darkies Were, ™tntmum. 

Born,’ ‘Birth of the Blues’ (given the ; — 

switch as a tribute to George Gersh- Departing from the established 


Louis Blues’ 


among 


| others. 


condensed version | 


flys, Anna Roselle and Clarz Jacobo, | 
and Enza |} 


Kay Penton and Gloria Blake han- 
die the vocals. Besides Mimi Keller- 
mann, a sophisticated looking brunet 
on toes, Carol King, whams over a 
finely conceived waltz ballet that’s 
production calibre. The Charleston 
reprise by the line is almost nostalgic 
in contrast to present-day terp styles. 

But in other respects it peters out. 
‘America Speaks’ finale, with salutes 


policy of this hostelry, which in the 
past has shuttered for the torrid 
months, Ben Gaines is out to beat 
the heat this summer by keeping 
both the Dempsey-Vanderbilt hotel 
and its Pago Pago Room in opera- 
tion. In so doing he becomes 
first operator of any consequence to 
admit that Miami Beach’s summer 
draw is increasing to extent that 
there is enough action to support a 
class retreat on a year-round basis. 


the 


to ‘heroic Finland, Poland, Greece | Only other beach nitery to operate 
and Britain’ (where are France| 1m the past during the summer has 
and Czechoslovakia?) and Gloria! been Kitty Davis’ Airliner. 

Blake as Liberty, while Bob Shea To tee off his summer series, 
warbles Irving Berlin’s ‘God Bless| Gaines has given top billing to ‘Dr’ 


America,’ is pretty corny at this date. 
And considering the front pages 
these days, it’s downright disturbing 
in an escapology museum such as a 
cabaret. 


For the rest, Coley Worth’s grampa 


comedy with chin-piece and hayseed 
| Gutenberg is one o’ those things, | 
while ‘Mumba,’ heralded as a new 


Caribbean conceit, is too obviously a | 


Arthur Marcus, who since checking 
in at Jimmie’s early last season has 
progressed from spot to spot, his b.o. 
becoming more boffy with each shift 


| Under the sub-handle of ‘The Mad 


Magician,’ the wily doc has been 
lifting the laughs right out from un- 
der names in half a dozen of the top 
joints. His wacky routine is sure- 
(Continued on page 47) 





one-to-fill, considering the lyrical | 











iar ‘Amapola.’ So much for White's 
Slap-Happy Maxie 

As for Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom. 
he’s okay for sound with his slap- 
A couple of expert 
(and Lessy) 
(Kline Bros.), heckle 
and realistically that 


and Al Kline 
him so well 


even at four bucks a head, weren’t 
hep when a stooge was stooging and 
started to get into the free-for-all 
talk-back. That irked Slapsie a bit, 


sortment of not-so-snappy but Irish- 
justice type of hit-’em-on-the-head 
comebacks—as which emcee hasn't? 

Marie Spalding, who used to be 


*NORMAN 


HARRIS 


SYLVIA 


SHORE 


NOW IN 18TH WEEK 


GEORGE WHITE’S 
GAY WHITE WAY, N. Y. 


Management: WM. KENT 
1776 Broadway New York 











Mrs. Jesse Spalding, III, is a socialite 








excerpt who warbles her pops like 
‘Amapola,’ ‘How Did He Look: ‘Do 
I Worry,’ ‘Twist of the Wrist,’ ‘Make 
It Another Old-Fashioned’ and ‘More 
Than You Know’ with authority that 
exceeds a blue-blood blues-singer’s 
usual style. Jo Andrews does ok/| 
taps. Benny Ross (and Maxine 
Stone) paces the show well and with 
proper command, his partner, Miss | 
Stone, later coming on for her dead- | 
pan comebacks and highkick comedy. | 

Paul and Paulette are familar in | 
style with their hokum ballroom- 
ology, but it’s a novelty to see a'! 
photogenique gal in this type of | 
turn—invariably the hoke is a cov- | 
erup for p* sonality shortcomings. 
Besides being a looker she’s an en- 





| 
| 


ILOMAY 


SIMS SBAILEY 


Back From A 


Season In Rio 


NOW 


LOEW’S STATE 
New York 


Dir.: William Morris Agency 





ergetic worker and their personal ; 
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Peace Comes to Philly AGVA When 


Tom Kelly and Insurgents Rejoin 


——— + 





Philadelphia, April 22. 
The warring factions in the actors 


union field in Philly buried the} 
hatchet at a love feast last Wednes- 
day (16) at the first general meeting | 
of the American Guild of Variety | 
Artists since the rumpus of last | 
August. Tom Kelly, who was ousted 
as executive secretary and set up his 
union, announced he was re- 
turning to the AGVA fold. Kelly | 
also declared he would urge the 
members of his indie outfit, the | 
United Entertainers Assn., to rejoin 
AGVA. 

All was sweetness and light at the | 
meeting in the Hotel Commodore, a 
sharp contrast to the meeting last 
summer, when charges of commu- 
nism were hurled at ex-national sec- 
retary Hoyt Haddock and fists flew. | 


, 


own 





Kelly, invited to the session by local | 
AGVA’s present exec. sec., Dick | 
Mayo, said his fight was never | 


against AGVA, but against certain 
subversive elements in the union, 

‘Now that these elements have | 
been weeded out, I am offering my | 
fullest cooperation toward the re- 
building of AGVA,’ he added. 

Mayo announced he would appoint 
Kelly to the legislative and contract 
committees of the local, and both 
men, once bitter enemies, shook 
hands as the crowd cheered. 


Gerald Griffith, national board | 
chairman, urged that the local forget | 
past bitterness. ‘As far as the na- 
tional office is concerned,’ he said, 
‘the past is past and should not | 
resurrected. I ask that all of you} 
get behind your officers in their 
effort to build a strong union.’ 

Bookers Pledge Support 

Jimmy Loughran, newly elected | 
president of the Entertainment Man- 
agers Assn. (bookers), and Ed 
Zwicker, member of the EMA board, 
pledged cooperation of the ten-per- 


centers. They promised that only | 
holders of AGVA cards would get 
jobs. 

Others who spoke were William 


Douglass, Deputy Secretary of Labor 
and Industry, and Anthony C. 
Sharkey and Margaret Burke, 
agents-fn-charge of enforcement of 
the booking license law. They ex- 
plained pending amendments to the 
law, which would put teeth in it and 


stamp out fly-by-night agents and 
those operating without licenses. 
Nominations were held for new 


officers, with elections skedded to be | 
held within 30 days. Those nominated 
were: President, Ben Perry, Jimmy 
Walker and Al Rea; first vice-presi- 
dent, Kli-Ban, Danny Montgomery 
and Bob Mack; second v.p., Joseph 
Campo and Bill DeMayo: third v.p., 
Ed Schwartz and Frank Dowling; 
fourth v.p., Leonora Jaxon, Virginia 
Lee and Frank Herbert; fifth v-p., 
Jack Griffith and Sid Raymond; re- 
cording secretary, Billy Maples, and 
treasurer, Marty Wayne and William 


A. Jones, 

Members of the executive board 
nominated (13 to be elected): Dick 
Jones, Buddy Coll, Tommy Rowe, 


Bill Frazee, Linda Lief, J. J. Jaxon, 
Bunny Leroy, John Patchen, Canfield 
Smith, Dave Stratton, Betsy Bain, 
Dave Vanfield, Hal Sidate, Harry 
McKay, Lillian Russo, Allen Mayo, 
Dottie Winters, Erma Linn and Patty 

LaVerne. 


NVA BALL DISAPPOINTS, 
GROSSES WEAK $6,000 


NVA’s first entertainment-ball at 
$10 top at the Manhattan Centre, 
New York, Sunday night (20) was 
something of a disappointment at the 
b.o. Gross was sround $6,000, with 
the net about half that. 


Heretofore, the NVA’s annual 
benefits have been variety entertain- 
ments, usually at some legit house 
On Broadway. This year, because 
of the Sunday legit performences, 
no theatre was available, so, the 
thow was taken to the 34th street 
&pot, where there’s no possibility of 
Catching transient trade. 

Show, insofar as names were con- 
cerned, was also disappointing. Those 
who showed were Chuck and Chuck- 
les, Herlan Dixon, Mary Small, 
Welcome Lewis, Charl es King, Raye 
and Davis, Rags Ragland, Don Ze- 
Jaya and the 13 ‘stiffs’ from ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace.’ 

Ben Roberts’ orch played the show. 
while Carlton James’ crew played 
for the dancing, which started ct 
midnight and wound up at 2 a.m. 





/Stagecrafters Dinner Club, 
|.raise funds whereby a hotel in New | 


| the 
| doubtful. 
|the various factors 
|} from managers to talent unions, and, 


i the 


| coupons 
| tributed to 


‘to the outfit is recognit 


_ . 7 
Aerialist Hurt in Fall 
St. Louis, April 22. 

Irene Gibson, a member of the 
Hollywood Aerial Ballet currently 
appearing in the Police Circus at the 
Arena here, was injured in a 25-foot 
fall in rehearsal for the afternoon 
performance Friday (19). Miss 
Gibson, 25, was treated at City Hos- 
pital for severe cuts and bruises, 
..- Teturned to the Arena to par- 
ticipate in her usual stint. 

Police said the fall apparently was | 
caused by the fouling of a rope on | 


| wuich she was descending. 





TA NIXES PLAN 


OF HOTEL FOR 
SHOWFOLK 


Plan of a group known as the 


Inc., to 


York could be purchased for the 
j}use of actors and others in show 
| business, failed to get the nod of the 
Theatre Authority. Unless that body 
changes its attitude, the chances of 
idea being consummated are 
TA is representative of 
in the theatre, 


\ 
| 
| 
| 


Whiteman, Boles Head 
May 16 Chi Chez Show 





Chicago, Apri] 22. 

New show for the Chez Paree com- 
ing in on May 16 will be headed by 
Paul Whiteman’s 
Boles. 

Also on the show will be Carmen 
Amaya, making her first appearance 
the New 


| 
| 
orch and ~ 


in Chicago, coming from 
York Beachcomber. 





GROSSES N.G. ON 


| appointing. 
| with Johnny 
'started out at Fort Benning, Ga., 





as the Stagecrafters propose raising | 


coin by means of benefits 
throughout the country it has the 
power to okay the plan or the re- 
verse. 
General to the idea is 
that it would run counter to the 
various actor charities. The hotel 
named as the objective to the Stage- 


objection 


crafters ‘public appreciation cam- 
paign’ is located in the 80’s in Man- 
hattan, which is considered too far 


removed from the theatrical district 
for those of limited means and they 
are the people such a venture would 
be supposed to aid. Hotel’s value is 
$250,000, but it is claimed possession 
could be obtained by the payment of 
$50,000. 


W. K.’s ‘On Committee’ 


Letterhead of the Stagecrafters Is 
crammed with the names of well- 
knowns in show business supposed to 
be on the committee. Bill Edwards, 
who has been with the outfit for a 
number of years, is listed as welfare 
director. Billy Glason is executive 
secretary and John Keesing, counsel. 
More recently Ned Jakobs joined, he 


being listed as campaign manager. 
Latter is known as an occasional 
producer of legit shows, but has had 


his func- 
promo- 
mimeo- 


none in some seasons and 
tion with the Stagecrafters is 
tional, judging from the 
graphed literature sent out. 
Slogan of the proposed campaign 
is ‘to secure the establishment of a 
permanent home in New York city 
for members of the profession.’ Un- 


Y | til now the principal activity of the 
| Stagecrafters has 


been to sell 
pons calling for 50c dinners. 
are supposed to 

actors and others 
are fed gratis by 
Stipulated on the coupons, 


These 
be dis- 
who 


however, 


that the recipients must exchange 
them for dinner tickets at the out- 
fit’s offices on 57th street Reason 
for that requirement is not clear, un- 
less the purpose is to check up on 
identities. That was one of th 


points raised when the campaign 
was considered by TA. 

It is believed 
names on the lette 
the people who have 
coupons, but whether 
scribers to the hotel project is not 
definite. There appears to be no 
doubt that the Stagecrafters organi- 
zation has been beneficial in helping 
feed any number of professionals 
who are or have been in distress, 
but it is the opinion of those in TA 
that it over-reached itself in the 
hotel plan. 

TA’s alloting some charity 
ion of its sta- 
tus, at least up to now. Maintenance 
of a hotel, however, is regarded as 


that the flock of 
head are among 
bought dinner 
they are sub- 


money 


hazardous. During the past 10 years 
any number of organizations and 
clubs conducted along hotel lines 


were forced to suspend such activi- 
ties. 


| Lent 


cou- | 


the Stagecrafters. | 


‘Daylight Savings Gives 


CAMP ROUTE 


Reports drifting back to New York 
are that grosses on first vaudeville 
,units touring army camps are dis- 
‘Star Spangled Revue,’ 

Hamp orch, which 


April 12, 
from accounts, 
two weekends, 

Understood that ‘Revue’ needs $3,- 
000 weekly to break even. 


has grossed under $1,500, 
in 10 days including 





Pitt Nitery Ops, Hurt 
By Curfew, Some Hope 


Pittsburgh, April 22. 

Although local nitery and hotel 

owners have abandoned all hope of | 
getting a 2 am. Saturday closing 
booze through the 
legislature this arrival of 
daylight savings time this weekend, 
giving 
Saturdays, 
boom and plenty of 
has the cafe crowd looking 








hour for sales 


session, 
them al a.m. curfew on| 
and combination of in- 
dustrial loose 
money 
forward to summer season hungrily. 
Immediate upswing following end of 


was in evidence éverywhere | 


and operators are generally expect- 
ing a bonanza during warm months, | 

As evidence of this, town’s newest | 
nitery, El Chico, rhumba spot, is get- | 
ting ready to shell out $5,000 for a 
cooling plant; Yacht Club will spend 
as much to equip an up-to-date out- 
door barge and William Penn Hotel 
is planning to operate its’ summer 


spot, Urban Roof, again for first time 
in several seasons. Merry - Go- 
Round, another newcomer to nitery | 
scene, is enlarging and adding an 
outdoor dancing pavilion and Bill 
Green is plotting to increase capa- 

ty of his open-air place by several 
hundred. 

At same sime, Villa Madrid is go- 
ing in for air-conditioning; Nixon 
Cafe already has a plant and couple 
of spots, Willows and Riviera, which 


have been in-and-out operations for 
being dickered for by 
number of operators. New Penn, 
another big roadhouse spot, 1s an- 
nouncing increased budget for music 
and shows for summer. 


years, are 


BUFF. ‘WATER FOLLIES’ 
FAIR 34G IN 5 DAYS 


‘ board, 


Buffalo, April 22. 
Ismalia Shrine ‘Water Follies,’ 
which this year replaced perennial 


here, showed to alisS- 
Pt 


gross for five days, in- 


Shrine Circus 
appointing 
cluding three matinees, April 14-19. 


Performance was made up of tank 
aquacade, vaude = speciaitie and 
three name_ band 3en Bernie 
Harry James and Red Norvo, each 
playing two days. Tally for the ses- 


t shade over fair $34,000. 


sion ni 


Me. House Runs Short 


Of Films, Trying Vande 


Portland, Me., April 22. 
Maine Civic theatre, erstwhile 
stock house and recently a filmery, 


vaude the week starting 
April 28. A. B. Marcus unit is com- 
ing in on that date. 

Introduction of stage policy is laid 
to temporary shortage of film prod- 


7 
will try 


j uct. | 


| fin, and for which 


| tion ending May 3 will have decided 


| ported Hoyt Haddock, 


William Green Spanked by Four A’s 


In Refusal of ‘Suggestion’ to Appoint 
Whitehead As Nat'l AGVA Organizer 





Lounge Date for Millses 


Chicago, April 22. 
Mills Bros. (5) who previously ap- 
peared_only in theatres in Chicago, 


came to town this week for a date 
in the Capitol cocktail lounge. 
It marks a continuation of the | 


trend of cocktail lounges in Chi to 
use egger name names, 


GRIFFIN PREPS : 
CHARGES YS. 
WELTS 


Gerald Griffin, administrator pro 
tem of the American Guild of Vari- 
ety Artists, is preparing 


expulsion from the union of the for- 
mer president of the N. Y. local. 
Griffin wil] charge (1) defamation 
of character, (2) conduct unbecom- 
ing a member and (3) causing the 
membership to lose confidence in 
the executive.’ 

It’s all based on a letter Wells 
wrote to the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America charging Griffin 


| with using his position with AGVA 


to get advertising, or collect bills, 


|for the N. Y. Sunday Inquirer, pub- | 


William Grif- | 
Gerald Griffin | 
writes a night club column. Wells | 
also sent a letter to a trade paper | 
(not VARIETY), but the missives were 
not exactly the same. 

The executive committee of AGVA 
last week held a hearing on Wells’ 
charges and completely exonerated | 
Griffin, recommending tc the Four A’s | 
executive committee that there is no 
foundation to the charges against 
Griffin. It is also disciosed that Grif- 
fin, who had been working without 
salary from AGVA, up to now, was 
voted $75 per week for the length 
of time he holds the administrative | 
chair, which will probably be up un- 
til mid-May, when the national elec- 


lish by his brother, 





a new national board and the latter 
will have picked a permanent execu- | 
tive secretary. 
Welis a Haddock Booster 

Wells is of the faction which sup- 
dismissed as 
secretary a couple of 

Haddock is still getting 
‘radical’ support, some of those iden- 
tified as Reds or fellow travelers 
trying to elect themselves the 
national board and thus attempt to 
have Haddock reinstated. Among 
these who have been nominated are | 
Wells and Elton Rica. The election 
which set Wells as prexy of the N.Y. 


executive 
months ago. 


onto 


local last year was declared illegal | 
because of the ‘maneuverings’ of the | 
radical group. 

Haddock, incidentally, wrote 


AGVA early last week taking excep- 
tion to the cancellation of his mem- 
bership in the organization. Accord- 
ing to Griffin, Haddock’s letter 
abusive ‘in some ways. The mat- 
ter was placed before the national 
which reiterated its former 
stand cancelling ships 
of employes who are not and never 
have been performers. Haddock has 
thus far refused to return his card, 
nor has he cashed the check which 
was sent him in return for the coin 
he paid into AGVA as dues and in- 
tiation fee. 

It was also disclosed that the vot 
ing of a Griffin does not 
negate his nomination for the na- 
tional board. Ruling is that Griffin 
will have to make a choice should he 
be elected. Should he desire to re- 


was 


such member 


Salary to 


main as administrator he will have 
to resign from the national board, 
or quit the salaried post for the | 


board membershi iil 


Ben Yost Expanding 
Expansion of his organization is 
planned by Ben Yost, producer of 
singing groups, who is_ branching 
out in the general agenting field. | 
Heretofore, Yost has exclusively 
sold his own chora) units. 


Buck Warnick, Shubert manager, 
has joined Yost as head of an en- 
larged music setup. i 


charges | 
against Peter Wells that may lead to | 


| ary. 
;on the AFL’s payroll, 
| presumably being as 
; dog-track workers 


+ eens 


| 
| 


Washington, April 22 


William Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor. stuck 
his chin out two weeks ago and it 
was soundly whacked by the Asso- 


ciated Actors and Artistes of Ameri- 
ca, which was in conflict with Green 
two years ago. Green, it’s just been 
learned via a letter to AFL v.p. Mat- 
thew Woll and read by the latter at 
| Green’s request before a Four A's 
meeting, strongly urged the appo int- 
ment of Ralph Whitehead as national 
organizer of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. The Four A’s repre- 
| sentatives unanimously turned down 
| Green’s ‘suggestion.’ 
It was Whitehead, whom the Four 
| A’s discredited as executive secretary 
of the American Federation of Actors 
‘at the same time it disfranchised the 
|' AFA, who pulled the trigger on a 
near-all show biz strike in 1939 when 
he attempted to take the actors un- 


der the yawning wing of George 
| Browne's International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees (stage- 


| 


| hands). Whitehead had the support 
' of Green and William Padway, AFL’s 
counsel, and a bitter, costly battle 
raged for a couple of months before 
Browne capitulated, on the eve of the 
| actors’ strike call, at the request of 
Willie Bioff, IATSE’s Coast rep, who 
was then fighting an old Chicago 
conviction for pandering. 
Hears AGVA ‘Tottering’ 

Green, in broaching Whitehead, 
stated in his letter to Wol] that it 
had been brought to his attention 
that AGVA was ‘tottering’ because 
it was being managed by persons 
‘unfamiliar’ with union affairs. He 
suggested that Whitehead be made 
national organizer, and stated that 
the AFL would pay Whitehead’s sal- 
Latter for some time has been 
his last work 
organizer of 
He was sup- 
posed to get a franchise to organize 
circus workers, but the AFL gave the 
franchise to the roustabouts them- 
selves, 

The Four A’s, after turning down 
Green’s request cold, then decided 
to keep the matter secret, presum- 
ably to save the AFL’s president 
much embarrassment. But matter 
leaked out elsewhere. 


BEN BLUE WINS $300 
PAY CLAIM FROM WHITE 


Complaint by Ben Blue against 
George White to the American Guild 
of Variety Artists was settled in New 
York last week by a sole arbiter of 
the American Arbitration Assn. in 
Blue’s favor. The performer was 


| 
| 
| 
| 











| awarded $300, which Blue claimed 
wes deducted from hig salary in 
White’s tab ‘Scandals’ when it folded 


in Boston last January. 

According to Blue, White deducted 
the $300 because Blue had refused to 
take a cut in salary. 

White put in no defense at the 
hearing, failing to show up. AGVA 
sent a copy of the decision to White 
with a request for payment, but thus 
fer has not heard from the producer, 
now operating the Gay White Way, 
Broadway nitery. 


Veloz-Yolanda Concert 
Big 33, 3001 in Seattle 


Seattle, April 22. 


Veloz and Yolanda’ s dance concert 
at the Music Hall here Saturday 
night (19) grossed estimated big 
$3.300 House seats 2.200 and as 


scaled to $2.56, with balcony early 
sellout at $1 and higher seats moving 
later 

Critics praised the concert as a 
novelty. It was sponsored here by 
the Cornish School of Dance. 


a F Agent Grow Meets 


Artists Representatives Assn., N. Y. 
agent group, has called a member- 
ship meeting for today ‘Wednesday ) 








at the Edison hotel annex. 
General business will be the 
agenda. 
Cuban Singer for N. Y. 
Havana, April 22. 


Sofia Alvarez, songstress, is report- 
ed to have been booked through 
Wallace Downey to appear at Morte 
Proser’s Copacabana, N. Y., nitery. 
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STATE,N.Y. | 





Clyde McCoy Orch (13) with 
Bennett Sisters (3), Dick Lee; 
Kanazawa Troupe (4}, Stone and 


Lee, Sims and Bailey, Dean Murphy; 
Ruby Zwerling’s House Orch; ‘Lady 
Eve’ (Par). 





Entirely too long a session for the 
entertainment value it packs, State 
layout allots 75 minutes or so to a 
lineup that drags often and comes 
alive sporadically. Most appreciated 
turns on the bill are Dean Murphy's 
imitations and the work of Lee Sims 
and Ilomay Bailey, vaude standbys. 

Kanazawa Troupe of risley work- 
ers opens with a nicely attuned 
routine of barrel and body tossing. 
Quartet accounts for a comfortable, 
yield of giggles and appreciative, 
nods for their footwork juggling.| 
Finale has one lightweight spinning | 
like a pinwheel on the heels of an-| 
other, abruptly snapping into a foot- 
to-foot stand. Good stunt, good act. 

Stone and Lee drop the pace con-| 
siderably. Stone tees it off with a 
session of so-called gags, none of 
which registers, then progresses to a 
bit wherein his partner becomes a 
pest. Act doesn’t begin to warm the 
seat holders until a dumb-dora rou-, 
tine begins to shine. Turn then be- 

ins going downhill again with 
Stone's tromboning. Finish is a very 
weak combination of terps by the 


gal and horn tooting with pit accom- 
paniment. ; : 
Sims and Miss Bailey get over 


solidly. Pair clicks easily with such 
tunes, all earably arranged, as ‘I 
Hear a Rhapsody,’ ‘Tea for Two’ (ex-| 
plained by Miss Bailey as a senti- 
mental gesture to the initial meeting 
of the two, now celebrating their 
10th wedding anniversary). Open-| 
ing, ‘Boom,’ is a rather weak bit of 
music. Bowoff but gives a nod | 
towards Greece, a folk type tune 
which Miss Bailey does in the native 
tongue. ; 

A seemingly endless string of vocal, 
imitations streams from Murphy. |! 
Audience liked his neat style of 
presentation. He hops from one 
outstanding personality to another in 
rapid fashion and manages to get in 
almost 20 different vocal caricatures. | 
All, of course, aren’t as good as the 
ones of Eleanor Roosevelt or F.D.R. 
himself, but each is recognizable and 
entertaining. ; 

‘Tear It Down,’ one of his own) 
compositions and used here before, 
sends Clyde McCoy’s band down the 
final fairway. Band amounts to a 
commercial combination of three 
trumpets, one trombone, four sax| 
and four rhythm, bellwethered by 


| Blues.’ 


waitress cast off by her man, Oddly 
enough, it registered well despite! 
sudden change of pace from the gen- 
erally light proceedings. 

Kitty Carlisle moves in with a 
waltz song medley, the audience 
keeping her working through ‘Last 
Time I Saw Paris’ and a revival of 
George Gershwin’s ‘Yankee Doodle 
She clicks as usual. 
Bracken’s spot consists of a bit he 
did in an ‘Aldrich’ picture, how to be 
a character actor; the pantomime of 
a baseball pitcher whammed out of 
the box and a prize fighter catching. 
All goes over. Band kept audience 
feverish with ‘Flight of the Bee’ and 
‘Two O'Clock Jump,’ highly satis- 
factory. 

Standing in lobby at Sunday (20), 
8 p.m. show. Pool. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Earl ‘Father’ Hines Orch with 
Madeline Green, Billie Eckstein, 
Leroy Harris, Vigilante Four, Rudy 
Traites; Avon Long, Madeline Belt, 
John Mason, Sandy Burns, Johnny 
Vigal, Vivian Haris, Jimmie Baskette, 
Taps, Art Le Fleur. Addison Carey’s 
Boys and Girls (16); ‘Ellery Queen, 
Detective’ (Col). 





It looks like a good week for the 
Apollo with Earl ‘Father’ Hines’ 
name out front, and it’s a show with 
plenty of sock once Hines’ band 
emerges from behind the. scrim, 
where it hides out strictly for ac-}| 
companiment during the first half of 
the stage show. Long, drawn-out 
burlesque flounderings before the 
band comes to the fore sends the 
house into the doldrums for long 
spells. It’s an all-colored production. | 

Hines aggregation is a knockout all 
the way, with Madeline Green and 
Billie Eckstein, vocalists, going over 
big. Solo and with Vigilante Four, 
boys from the band, Miss Green 
whams over one smash number af- 
ter another. Billie Eckstein tied up, 
the house with ‘Walking by the, 
River,’ cashing in on recording and 
ether fame. Follows it up with sev- 
eral other swing tunes for strong re- 
turns. 

Hines at the keyboard and Rudy 
Traites on the drums cue the rhythm. 
with the Harlemites being given a 
jam session treat as sax and clarinet 
soloist alternately come to the mike. 
Leroy Harris is another vocalist out 
of the band contributing a couple of 
brief, okay numbers. 

Couple of tap routines by Taps are 
adequate. Art La Fleur, acrobat, 
clicks with a swirling routine. For 
the rest it’s a series of indifferent 


McCoy’s sugary horn work. Its stuff) purlesque skits. interwoven with 


is based on punchless arrangements, | 
apparently set up to provide back-| 
round for the leader’s trumpeting. 
t sells, however. ‘Sugar Blues,’ of) 
course, highlights the work of the 
band. Before going into it McCoy) 
states that the recording of the tune | 
has sold over 500,000 copies. | 

Bennett Sisters (3), with the band, 
rovide weak harmonizing effects on. 

humboogie’ and a particuluarly | 
poor ‘You’re a Lucky Fellow, Mr.| 
Smith.” They do a unison soft-shoe, 
taps after the last named. Dick Lee 
exercises his chords on ‘You Walked 
By’ and ‘It All Comes Back To Me 
Now’ with ordinary results. 

Somewhere along the line McCoy 
pops up with another original de- 
signed to whet audience appetite for 
his trumpeting. It’s called ‘Man 


vocal and hoofing routines, Avon 


| Long and Madeline Belt, song and/| 


dance combo, are featured in ‘Cot-| 
tage For Sale’ number. Johnny 
Vigal, Jimmie Baskette and Vivian) 
Harris, comics, try for laughs in a 
station waiting-room scene. Familiar 
slapstick antics in a bedroom black- 
out garnered fairly encouraging re-'| 
sponse. Mori. 


| 
| 
EARLE, PHILLY | 


Philadelphia, April 19. 


Abe Lyman Orch (17) with 


| Gleason’s Royal Guards, Rose Blane, 


Alan Mowbray, King and Arlina, 


with a Horn,’ during which the Ben-| Gob’ (RKO). 


netts vocal. Finale is a conga in-| 
terpretation of ‘Six Lessons from 
Madame LaZonga,’ 


train of musicians and singers ser- | sented, | 
the than the one present at show caught 


| (Saturday night). Blamed for paltry | 


pentining their way around 


apron. 


Biz fair at supper show opening) attendance 
| wave, 


night (Thursday). Wood. 


| with a bang presenting Gleason’s six | 
| Royal Guards as soon as the over-| 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT | 


Detroit, April 20. | 

Harry James Orch (18) with Vic 
Haynes, Kitty Carlisle, Eddie 
Bracken, Isabel Jewell, Moke and 





which starts a; show, well 


‘Reaching for the Sun’ (Par). 


saints 


House is putting the emphasis on 
Eddie Bracken, whose personal ap- 
earance ties up neatly with ‘Reach- 
ing for the Sun’ (in which he’s fea- 
tured), playing locally under the 
original title of ‘F.O.B. Detroit.’ 
Michigan has come up with a hotter 
show than expected, with Harry 
James’ band picking up most of the 
honors. 

Instead of outpouring of auto 
mechanics to see if the film had 
done right by them, audiences have 
been taken over by the jitterbug 
trade and James’ band had them 
beating time. 


~ 





Plenty of entertainment in this 
balanced and well-pre- 
and deserved better house 


was unséasonable heat 


Abe Lyman’s band opens the lid 


ture is finished. The sextet, garbed 
in colorful 
surefire. They got repeated encores 
as they gave out with their almost 
endless repertoire of operetta airs; 
named ‘Sweethearts Forever,’ 


Poke, Phil Brestoff House Orch (14); a Song’ and “Song of the Vaga- | 


Also socko with the aud 
which was well-sprinkled with serv- 
ice men, were Army and Navy tunes 
plus a medley of college airs. 

The Lyman boys then gave their 
w.k. clicko version of ‘Melancholy 
Baby.” with the entire orchestra plus 
the Guardsmen taking part in glee 
club effect. Also rating raves is the 
terping of King and Arlena. A very 
clever young team which works hard 
and pleases. Both 
tion to the team 
plavs a clarinet. 

Rose Blane is one of the best of 
the jive-style vocalists caught here 
in a long time. Plenty of rhythm as 
she gives out with the jump faves, 
‘Juke Box Jive.’ ‘Darling Daughter,’ 


work. Guy also 


House orch gets out of the way) and ‘Scrub Me Mama.’ Encores with 
quickly after a lively version of ‘In- | ‘Boogie-Woogie Bugle Boy.’ 
termezzo,’ which gives house maestro | ° 
Phil Brestoff a nice violin-spotting, ing his initial personal appearance, 
for a_ conventional version before| and though the crowd seemed to 
James’ outfit takes over the pit stage.| like him, his act needs a little zing 


James pours out plenty of hot brass| before it can be classed as Class A | 


with ‘You Walked By’ for an opener, 
bringing in Vic~Haynes for effortless | 
vocals on ‘Dolores’ and ‘ 
ing at All.” Moke and Poke, colored, | 
take their spot early with lively and | 
limber stepping. 
Bracken, unassuming 


and _in- 


Alan Mowbray (New Acts) is mak- 


entertainment. 


Arren and _ Broderick, standard 


ll or Noth-| comic opera turn, is in the next-to- 


closing slot. Making their umpteenth 
appearance here, they're still laugh- 
provoking. 

Finale has entire Lyman crew on- 


gratiating. paves way for the names, stage in a medley of Irving Berlin 


On the bill, bringing on Isabel 
Jewell, whose turn consists of #solo 
skit on the tear-jerker side about a 


ve op th a ee Ee tgs 


hits, winding up with ‘God Bless 
America’ by the ensemble as the cur- 
tain falls, Shal. 


Grenadier uniforms, are} 


do solos in addi- | 


ROXY, N. Y. 





Johnny Howard, Three Pitchmen, 


Estelle and LeRoy, Maysy and 
Brach, Margery Daye, mixed ensem- 
bie (24), House Orch; ‘The Lady 
from Cheyenne’ (U), reviewed in 


Variety, April 2. 





The Jack Partington-Gae Foster- 
Jesse Kaye combination comes up 
with a snappy production this week, 
and the most authentic looking cafe 
set on a Broadway variety house 
stage in years. This affords a neat 
background for what is purely a 
vaudeville presentation, with 
latter nicely paced and a full enter- 
tainment, 

Johnny Howard, versatile m.c. out 


| of the Hotel St. Moritz, excellently’ 
| handles the ringmaster chore on the 


mammoth stage. On his own he is 


_an up and coming personality, a good 


character singer and delivering one 
fine whistling bit. 


his credit; he brings ’em on with an. 
ingratiating manner and then leaves 
it up to the acts to get over on their! 


the, 


There's nothing) 
brash about Howard and that’s to. 


| 


tractive flowing white gown and call- 


position of the band on the stage. 
Lester Harding as m.c. also makes 
the presentation present-day. Glam- 
our Girls line, which has been at- 
mosphering the Tower’s shows for a 
couple of years, are absent this week 


as part of a month’s vacation as i, 


sult of unit and band bookings, 


Headliner is Rosita Royce, the) 
dove and strip dancer. Her eight-| 
minute turn closes the show. She! 


begins and ends it on a small plat-| 
form midstage, opening in an | 
ing the doves from the wings "til | 
they line her arms and shoulders. | 


Mid-act she doffs the gown, but adds_| rendition 
little to the act thereby. | 


Show opening is assigned to the 


Herb Six house band, which obliges) 


including duo 


In the deuce is Dude Kimball, in 


and a blow torch. Local) 


All the turns are good. Maysy and tap contributed by young Rosemary | 


Brach, with their juggling and 
click mixed team; Estelle and LeRoy, 
ballroom team, do nicely in 
routines, though the male’s dancing 
is more studied than graceful, while 


Margery Daye’s contortion acrobatic! 


Cooley. 
_ balancing on a high unicycle, are a. tenia and Cook, then reels off a. 
roun 
two Mmonocycle clowning and their Tyro- 
lean 
Horse Inn.’ 


Remaining standard act, | 


of slapstick acrobatics, | 


slapsy comedy from ‘White 


Harding precedes the Royce ap- 


dancing is socky from start to finish.) pearance with his own fine vocal of 
This is the blonde looker who was ‘My Sister and I’ and encores with | 


introduced to Hitler three years ago, ‘Stardust.’ 


in Munich and, as a result, inno- 


winds the 40 minutes. 


The Royce strip then) 
Show strikes 


cently suffered some unpleasant no-| the average seen here, but doesn’t, 


toriety. 
under a nom de plume. 

The Three Pitchmen, one at the) 
piano and. the others simulating) 
musical instruments on toy whistles} 
with a fine comedy touch, work far| 
out on the apron and get over well. 
The trio has now worked virtually 


every stage show house on Broad-) Anderson, 


way, plus some of the top niteries, 
and improving constantly. 

To carry out the nitery motif. Gae 
Foster this week has a mixed en- 
semble doing two line routines plus| 


} > ° ° ° ° | 
| dancing in teams in simulation of} 


customers. It’s all very effective. 
Business good opening 


(Thursday). Scho 





Dayton, O., April 19. 
Honey Family, Will 
Ahearn, Johnny 


The 
Gladys 


and | 
Woods | 


She is now forced to work seem 
| when the line is in. 


night, if held to 60-65 minutes, 
' | tiresome when stretched to the Flat- | 
| bush’s usual 90 minutes. 
COLONIAL, DAYTON s§ the m-. gives in to the raucous audi- 
{ence to allow second and third en- 
| cores, 
downright bore. 


reels and shorts. 


to have the pacing present’! 


Quin. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN © 





Tony Pastor Orch with Dorsey 
Eugenie Baird, Johnny , 


McAfee and Johnny Morrison; Bob! soloists have a part. 
| Howard, Molly Picon, : t 
chell, Don and Ruth Lane; News- ing the audience for accepting his 
| new band, and everybody goes away 


Win- | 


Paul 





What would be a fairly good show 
becomes 


And when 


the presentation becomes a)! 


Tony Pastor’s orch, with a number 


STATE-LAKE, CHI _ 





Chicago, April 
Shep Fields Orch (16) with a 
otly Allen, Bob Evans, Buster West 
with Lucille Page, Betty Atkinson 
Lary Neill; ‘Doomed Caravan’ (Par). 





Primarily a band presentation i 
week's bill offers plenty of talent > 
reveals a new musical treat, She 
Fields’ amazing new band. (Band 
Reviews.) 


Show gets under way with band 
| Of ‘Amapola," following 
which Fields introduces his vocalist 
Dorothy Allen. Tall and attractive 
she scores well, , 


with a medley of several interna-| Bob Evans, young ventril = 
tional song hits of this and recent! who is something of a local hone 
years, Following are Warren and| comes out for a socko turn which 


Phillips, who tap standard variation; could be made even better by the 
of dance routines, 
work, solos and challenge steps. 


elimination of a few moth-e 
gags. Evans delivers a good ae 
and hokes it up enough with the 


rube character, getting tunes out of Gummy to sell it to even the most 
such gadgets as spray gun, drain| Tabid Edgar Bergen fans. 
pipe, garden hose, wooden mixing | 
spoon 
merit rather than a phoney buildup. | amateur contest entry is a ballet toe} band and some vocal 


beg off. Had to 


Medley of Irving Berlin hits by the 


renditio y 
the personable Larry Neill cor wale 
received. Also, a swing version of 
‘Anvil Chorus’ has the jitterbugs 
stomping their feet and yelling for 
more. 

. Buster West takes over 
Or a period of tomfooler P 
though the material is eeah the 
dancing of West and Lucille Page 
scores solidly. The third member of 
the act, a young fellow, unbilled is 
not a good actor. West would do 
well to confine himself more to hoof- 
ing and leave the vocalizing alone. 

Betty Atkinson, youthful tap 
dancer, gets in a lot of taps but that’s 
about all. An awkward style and a 
noticeable lack of stage presence 
prevent her from doing as well as 
her ability indicates. 

The band finishes with an arrange- 
ment of tunes wherein all of the 
Fields makes 
an appropriate curtain sneech, thank- 


the stage 


happy. 
Business great at third show 
Saturday (19). Gold. 


' LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, April 18. 
WLW Boone County Jamboree 


| with Lulubelle and Scotty, Lazy Jim 


Day, Girls of the Golden West, 
‘Happy’ Hal O'Halloran, Buccaneers, 


Lynn, Royce and Vanya, John Boles; | of specialties of its own, backs the) Hugh Cross and Radio Pals, Curly 


‘Model Wife’ (U). 





Absence from the screen 
parently has not dimmed audience 
remembrance of John Boles. His 
initial stage appearance at 


ap- | 


| the audience. 
the | Winchell 


Colonial after a two-year absence | 


has 
most insistent applause of the sea- 
son. 


time on Hollywood persiflage and 
appearing exceptionally 
please. Opening with ‘I See Your 


lowing the Sun Around’ and ‘The 
Desert Song.’ For encores he offers 
‘Svivia,’ ‘Waiting at the Gate for 
Katie’ and ‘One Alone.” ‘Katie.’ with 


| Arren and Broderick; ‘Girl, Guy and 2 bit of costuming to help, is the 


only repeat from his previous ap- 
pearance. 

Bill is uniformly good throughout 
Emceed by Johnny Woods, it moves 
fast, Woods himself offering one of 

| the brightest spots. He’s 


list of subjects. ; 
Will and Gladys Ahearn do rope 
twirling as their main specialty but 


finds expression in his own version 
of ‘E] Rancho Grande’ and in a line 
of bright new gags. Some of them 
are closely allied with the war. and 
| when humor can be squeezed out of 
that without appearing out of place. 
it's a job well done. And Ahearn 
does just that. 


and three girls opens the bill with 


| some of the best acrobatic work seen | .¢ar 


here in months. All do a great 
variety of flip-flops but when it 
comes to casting two and three high 
it is, to reverse the usual 
the women who are underneath and 
the men above. A stunt in which 
| two men exchange places from the 
shoulders of two women is the high 
spot 

Lynn, Royce and Vanya, one 
| femme and two men, begin a grace- 


ful ballroom waltz that soon reverts | ~: 
| into burlesque, all done with ex. | 7o the only real laugh—and that 


ceptional finesse. Kany. 





| TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, April 19. 


Rosita Royce, Lester Harding, Fen- 
wick and Cook, Dude Kimball, War- 
ren and Phyllis, Rosemary Cooley, 
| Herb Six House Orch; ‘Back in the 
Saddle’ (Rep), 








| Regular house policy is rearranged 
slightly this week to accommodate a 
bit more of a name headliner than 
the usual run. Instead of the cus- 
tomary stage unit production usually 
| Offered, this week’s show is a straight 
| vaude bill, the only variation from 
the oldtime vaude house being the 


been occasion for some of the! 


| served little more than fillers in the 


Boles is in good voice, wasting no | early portion of the proceedings. 


| 


an ex-| 
centional impersonator with a long | 


other 


four acts. It’s. principally | 
Pastor’s show. Molly Picon, in the} 
top spot on the bill, lacks material 
to the point where she embarrasses | 
Ventriloquist Paul} 
snared major applause 
when caught, while song-pianologist | 
Bob Howard did moderately well) 
and Don and Ruth Lane, tapsters, | 


Pastor’s well-modulated crew pro- | 


willing to, vides a toothsome variety of jive 


that makes good listening. Pastor 


| Face Before Me,’ he goes into ‘Fol-| himself, with a ready and infectious 


smile, is personable as batoneer and 
m.c. He’s less than tops technically 
in the latter assignment, suffering | 
from lack of fresh spiel in the 
introes, but is okay enough to get by. 
And his solo vocal on ‘Let’s Do It’ 
is a nifty. 

Other throat-workers with the 
band are Dorsey Anderson, Eugenie 
Baird, who’s new, and Johnny| 
McAfee, to whom the warbling is a| 
sideline to the sax. Anderson’s a 


| pleasant-looking lad, but lacks sell- 


; on 
Will has a keen sense of humor that | 


| 


routine. | 





ing power. He has a satisfying voice 
the first number,.but it’s n.s.h. 
after that because he makes every- 
thing sound alike. He'd also do well 
to learn what to do with his hands. | 
Miss Baird is both a looker and a/| 
singer. McAfee’s an effective doubler | 
and is especially strong duoing with 
the femme. Trapster Johnny Morri- 
son, who gets a short solo session on | 


, his drums, is the usual road-company 
| The Honey family of three — _— 


of Gene Krupa. 


Miss Picon, former Yiddish legit 
was faced by a sympathetic 
audience that wanted to applaud, 
laugh and give her every benefit of 
the doubt. But she skids in a corny 
stanza. The East Side Duse opens 
with a parody called ‘Noivous,’ about 
a Ghetto gal who suffers from the 
neighborhood noises. Yiddish star 
does one number in between and 
again she’s back with the noises, this 
time in something called ‘East Side 
Symphony.’ No. 2 in her repertoire 


was an audience contribution. In it 
she mimics reactions to her perform- 
ance of various imaginary folk in the 
audience. She portrays one East Side 
gent as remarking to his frau. ‘T’ll 
bet she’s 60 if she’s a day.’ Freshie 
from the house got the howl on that 
one when he shouted: ‘You ain't 
kiddin’.’ 

Winchell has a particularly ap- 
pealing dummy and a fairly good! 
patter line, which, combined with | 
his technical proficiency, causes him | 
to mesh neatly. Howard, clowning | 
a bit more than usual, parodies a 
number of old-time tunes for good 
effect. Don and Ruth Lane, nice 
looking young couple, open with a 
cane dance and toss in some acro- 
batics later, but the quality of their 
tapistry is somewhat less than 
mediocre, Herb. 








Fox and Texas Ruby, Grandpappy 
Doolittle, Bill and Evalina, Natchez, 
Bus Barton, Hoosier Coeds; ‘Ride On, 
Vaquero’ (20th). 





Along about this time of the year, 
when the ‘back forty’ has been 
plowed and planted, and the spring 
rains drench the farmlands, WLW 


| sends its Boone County troupe up 
from Cincinnati to fill a week’s en- 


gagement at the Lyric. With the an- 
nouncement of the playdate, posted 
in display ads within a 60-mile area 
of the city in small town papers, 


| Hoosiers load the family into their 


rattlers and prepare to come to town 
to see their radio favorites, whom 
they listen to on Saturday nights in 
a half-hour stanza and every morn- 


ing at 5:30. 


It’s strictly a radio show for inti- 
mate friends of the Boone County 
family only. On the stage, guitars 
come out like nighterawlers after a 
shower. The farm and the ranch 
mix, with about half of the per- 
formers in western outfits and the 
other half in overalls. The show is 
paced by ‘Happy’ Hal O'Halloran, 
who works in shirt sleeves. His job 
is to introduce the acts and to help 
with the corn-planting by come- 
dians in the cast. 

Each introduction won a hand for 
the performer before he went into 
his turn, showing audience familiari- 
ty with the radio personality. Gags 
have been brought down from the 
attic and dusted off. but they were 
still good for chuckles from those 
present who evidently prefer time- 
proven humor to the more sophisti- 
cated cracks which crop from mod- 
ern typewriters. 

Headliners are Lulubelle§ and 
Scottv, who sing ‘How’s A Body 
Gonna Know?,” ‘Turn the Radio On,’ 
and ‘Yee Hoo” Bill and Fvalina 
sing ‘I Told Him’ and ‘Freight Train.’ 


Grandpappy Doolittle plays hand 
bells, then toots two saxophones 
simultaneously. Bus’ Barton, in 


cowboy regalia, warbles ‘End of the 
Trail,’ and ‘Ridin’ Rovin’. Curly Fox 


| fiddles and croons ‘Old Gray Mule.’ 


Texas Ruby vodels ‘Cowboy's Sweet- 
heart.’ with Fox returning to give a 
mouthorgan impression of a fox 
chase. 

The Girls of the Golden West vocal 
‘Silver Spurs’ and ‘Ragtime Cowboy 
Joe.” Lazy Jim Day has a rustic 
monolog, then goes into an _ old 
fashioned jig dance. Natchez, the 
Indian, bows an old-time fiddle ren- 
dition of ‘Little Indian’ and ‘Mock- 
ing Bird.” Hugh Cross and his Radio 
Pals finish with ‘Livin’ On the 
Highway’ and some trick fiddling by 
one of the gang. 

Weth five shows opening day, 
fourth show had a goodly attendance, 
with a neat profit for the week in 
sight. Last year, same troupe turned 
in theatre’s best gross of the year. 

Kiley. 
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ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, April 19. 

jordon Trio, Gautier’s Dogs 
Low Hoffman, Reynolds & White 
Lee Kelson, Stanley” Kozloff Girls; 
‘Ellery Queen’s Penthouse Mystery’ 


(Col). 








Harry Howard's latest unit, loaded 
with gals and showing that some 
thought was put into production, is 
a winner. Costumes are good and 
scanty enough to offer plenty of s.a. 
. and the surrounding acts 


ttraction, 
ome for the most part capable and 
well balanced. Unit, presently 


called ‘Red, Hot and Beautiful,’ had 
jis break-in some weeks ago in 
Dayton, O., but was then titled ‘Hol- 
jywood Gold-Diggers of "41. 

Opening production number 
‘Stairway to the Stars,’ fills the stage. 
Jt has specially constructed runways 
with femmes and forms a setting tor 
the adagio work of the Gordon Trio. 
two men and a girl who have some 
clever lifts and good execution of 
the usual adagio tricks. Act works 
bard and got over well. 

Gautier’s Bricklayers, canine turn. 
remain a top dog act. For most of 
the time, the pups are on stage By 
themselves and show excellent 
training as they go about their rou- 
tine of supposedly building a house 
A bit at the end, where the dogs 
leap about on elevated swinging 
platforms, is surefire and this au- 
dience went for it all the way. 

The ‘Mad Hatter,’ Lou Hoffman 
comes on with some fast comedy 
juggling and proceeds to tie up a 
previously strong show. Has audi- 
ence in the palm of his hand all of 
the time and he extracts laugh: 
even where, apparently, there aren't 
any. Working in the makeup and 
eccentric style of a villain of the 
gay ‘90's mellers, Hoffman has a 
really distinctive delivery. 

Reynolds and White, who first ap- 

ear aS male tramps, go to great 
engths to turn in some rather stan- 
dard instrumental work on the vio- 
Jin and saxophone. A prop instru- 
ment blows up and a series of other 
explosions eep the audience 
amused. Then a quick change, on 
stage, discloses that one of the 
tramps is a woman, 


bers, an Indian Fantasy and a 
French can-can, offer ample oppor- 
tunity for some more’ undressed 


parading and some pretty fair semi- 
acrobatic terp work by the Stanley 
Kozloff group of girls. Added to 
this is the wavery baritone of Lee 
Kelson, singing the background 
music, and a pleasant soprano, Bette 
North, 

From then on there is an exhibi- 
tion of flag waving never before 


| cavalry in action in Georgia and a 


rifax on the new U. 


hospital unit training, both above 
average reporting. 

Movietone photographs Lord Hal- 
battlewagon | 
North Carolina, shipyards activity at | 
Chester, Pa., and a plastic airplane | 


| being tested, all of which creates no | 


excitement. | 

News of Day covers the termina- | 
tion of the Ford strike and the Sing | 
Sing prison escape, both mild. Same 


| newsreel pictures Miss Cinderella, a | 


| defense 


worker visiting N.Y. as 


| honor guest, with a plug for a gown 





, }own 
Couple of more production num- 


seen short of an enlistment office. | 


With boxes commandeered by 
George Washington on one side and 
Abraham Lincoln on the _ other 
there are banners, flags and uni- 
forms all over the place. 


| banquet rooms. 


Business good at third show Fri- | 


Gold. 


day. 


AIRLINES, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 





Air raid of London and Nazi 
drives in Greece and Africa, all in 
the headlines last week, of course, 
receive scant notice from newsreels 
this week because it takes a week 
or longer to get foreign news to 
N.Y. Instead, possibly the most ex- 
eiting shots are on the opening of 
the National League season and new 
Adniinistration plans to _ control 

rices and sell defense bonds. De- 
ense preparations in the U.S. con- 
stitute most of the war front for the 
newsreelers. 

News of Day admits there is a 
war crisis in Africa but is forced to 
use the old material showing the 
successful British drive to capture 
Tobruk, now threatened by German 
panzer divisions. 

Unveiling of baseball season’: 
opening major league contests is 
nicely done by Movietone, with Ed 
Thorgersen spieling slick coverage 
of Giants-Brooklyn and St. Louis- 
Cincy games. Also in sports arena 
are Bill Stern’s colorful handling of 
the Jamaica race track opening for 
News of Day and Clem McCarthy’s 
Kentucky Derby predictions for 
Pathe. 
jege gym meet is dull, and made 
s0 by feeble commentation. 

Paramount swings its cameras to 
the Latin-Americas, with trim cov- 
erage of Pan-American day in Ha- 
Vana, and the Pan-American union 


| leading 


| 


} 


| guish,’ 


| point, 


Pathe’s treatment of a col-| 


show that supplied one dress the | 
girl wore. 

Three shorts round out the bill. 

. Wear. 


ORPHEUM, OMAHA 


Omaha, April 22. 
Wayne King’s Band, Don Cum- 
mings, Three Randall Sisters, Mon- 
acled Ambassadors, Tom and Betty 
Wonder; ‘Topper Returns’ (UA). 





The sweet melodies and measured 
rhythms of Wayne King opened at 


the Orpheum Friday (18) and 
jumped into the smash class the first 
day, with large audiences going for 
the revue-type show strongly. 

Band ignores the torso-tossing hot | 
stuff. Biggest hits are scored by | 
old-timers as ‘Sleepy Time Gal,’ 
‘Kiss in the Dark’ and ‘Twelfth | 
Strect Rag.’ All deftly done. Four 
strinvs, three saxes, two trumpets 
trombone, percussions, piano and | 
bass make up the fine band, which 
was applauded to the echo. 


Revue has Three Randall Sisters 
whose quiet, but potent, rendition of | 
‘Rhumboogie’ scored netably. The! 
‘Monacled Ambassadors,’ a pair of 
acrobatic lads dressed in morning | 
clothes, offer contrasts in the way 
they bounce each other around for | 
laughs. Tom and Betty Wonder, 
juvenile hoofers, were liked, too, as 
they got away from ordinary rou- 


tines. Don Cummings is especially 
good with comedy dancing and rope | 
tricks. ’ 


But the band is the thing. King 
even carries the subdued motif to his 
introduction of the acts. Par- 
ticularly fine is the four-part har- 
mony offered by the quartet of vio- 
lins. King’s soft-pedaling of the 
brass gives the orchestra a light, fine 
agile effect which this audience ap- 
preciated. Arrangements are cleverly 
worked out and unusually fine is the 
highly stvlized version of Wagner’s 
‘Evening Star.’ Rach. 














Pan-Amer. Bally | 


Continued from page 1 








ganizations as a means of filling their 
Each group holds 
one or more dinner meetings a 
month and the proceeds are that 
much gravy to the hotel where the 
gabfest is tossed. 

Prior to six months ago, the State 
Department figured there were about 
700 organizations in the United 
States which had one thing or an- | 
other to do with continental good 
will. Since that time the groups 
have been increasing so fast no one 
has been able to keep count. 

Aside from the few better known 
outfits, Rockefeller committee feels 
the organizations are pretty mean- 
ingless, but some of them are a 
source of worry, with the committee 
fearsome that innocuous - looking 
fronts are being built up out of well- 
meaning Americans by pro-Nazi 
groups which will later put to their | 
own use what they have erected. 


~ Suves Bad Risk | 


——— _—‘(’ontinued from page } 




















has caused Hollywood plenty of an- 
Piazza said. ‘As a case in 
we ourselves had eyes 
on six boys for potential buildup to 
men status, and one after 
the other, each one was snapped up 
by the dreft. 

‘Frankly, and I don’t mind saying 
so publicly,’ the talent snooper de- 


our 


Polared, ‘we are not interested in any 


| bers. 


celebration in N.Y. Par’s clip show- | 
ing William Martin, head of N.Y. | 
Stock Exchange, being inducted intc | 


army stands out because of original 
treatment. Arrival of circus at 
Madison Square Garden (Par) ik: 
about the best circus story the reels 
have done in some time, camera 
work, script and narration rating 
A-1 in the splendid closeup of a ‘bi; 
top’ performance and backstage. 
Visit of Eleanor Roosevelt to Call- 
fornia for wedding of her son 





James, holds interest as handled by | 


Movietone. Standout in defense 
clips is News of Day’s contribution. 


showing a U.S. army parachute bat- | 
talion in maneuvers, with 70 ‘chutes 


dropped from a 
This reel also plays 
American front with 
tors in training. 


plane in one drill 
up the South 
shots of avia- 
Pathe depict: 


boys with low selective service num- 
There’s no point in signing 
them, training them, giving them 
publicity buildups and everything 
that goes into the making of an im- 
portant leading man, only to have 
the army take them.’ 

There’s 2 plentiful supply in Hol- | 
lywood, as usual, Piazza said, of girls 
and of character players. His 0.0. in 
the east, as a result, will be concen- 
trated on potential leading men. 

Piazzi and Willi in the future are 
intending to exchange visits about 
every six months so that each may 
keep closer in touch with the prob- 
lems of the other. Piazzi expects to 
come to New York again in Oc- 
tober, while Willi will go to the 
Coast some time in the interim. Pi- 
azza will be east about two and one- 
half weeks on the current trip. 


|; usés no emcee and 


| juggling technique with a Fieldian 


| chairs on bottle necks and then does 


‘the show with a balance-bending 
routine featured by contortioning | 
through rings and some clever 


| Swingsters 


ltributes a sock turn with rah-rah 
| A 2 : 
piping in the campus manner. Her 
razzle-dazzle version of ‘I've Got 


Unit Reviews 


_—-——- 


JUNGLE NIGHTS 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N.C.) | 


Charlotte, April 11. 
. George Balette, Arlynne & Borden, | 


| Granda Perkins, The Payne Sisters 


(3), The Kaplan Twins, Nelson 
Thomasson, Red. Skins (2), Connie 
Johnson, The Hottentots (8), Jungle 
oy of Rhythm (5); ‘Mr. Dynamite’ | 
(U). 


} 
| 
| 























PAGO PAGO ROOM 


fire, and if some 3 am. stew doesn’t 
commit mayhem on him, he ould 
go places fast. There is nothing 
suave about the doc except 
of tricks. His pitch 
hokus-pokus, and along with 


is hoking the 
it he 


| keeps the room in a riot by tickling 


Paul Cholet’s ‘Jungle Nights’ re- | 
vue is a fast-paced, pleasing show 
that packs plenty of entertainment | 
and has few weak spots. The show | 
the omission of | 
the introduction patter speeds up 
the show. 

George Baleite, an oldtimer, does 
a juggling turn in the W. C. Fields | 
manner and in a fashion that leaves | 
little to be desired in this field of 
entertainment. Mixing a skillful 


brand of patter, Balette. puts on a 
sock turn and has the audience eat- 
ing out of hw hand. 


The Payne Sisters contribute 
some nifty piping in a harmony 
turn in which this audience kept 


calling for more. They open with 
‘Wise Old Owl.’ follow with ‘Down 
Argentine Way’ and finish with ‘Hit 
the Road.’ For an encore they come 
back with a nifty ‘Ida, which in- 
cludes a tap turn. Nelson Thomas- 
son works hard to score pleasingly 
with his muscle turn, featuring pre- 
carious balancing. He balances 





handstands on the chairs, on billiard 
cues, on legs of other chairs and 
winds up with a thumbs’ handstand 
on the tops of two bottles. 
Grandma Perkins, another vaude 
vet, got a big hand with her comedy 
turn, highlighted by her gagging 
with a balcony plant and shouting 
old-time faves. a la Sophie Tucker. 
Arlynne and Borden are so-so in a 
comedy adagio turn, which would be 
better without the vocal comic at- 
tempts. Their comedy dancing is 


} tomers and generally 





pleasing, but when they gag, it slows 
their act to a standstill, chiefly due | 
to musty material. 

Arlynne returns later as ‘Nihealah, 
the Jungle Enchantress,’ in a pash 
dance with the line, backed vocally 
by the Payne Sisters. Line is well- 
trained and pleases in its three ap- 
Outstanding of the three 


pearances. : 
is its initial turn, a radium number. | 
effectively rendered with _ stage | 
blacked out throughout. All of 


their routines are fresh and vervy. 
The Red Skins. a muscle duo, open 





pretzel-bending. 

In a specialty. featuring the line, 
the Kaplan Sisters contribute a 
nice tap turn, while Marjorie Bowen 





and Rose Marie Muller turn in a | 
torrid rhumba. Connie Johnson, 
blonde chanteuse. vocals nicely on | 


‘You’re the One.’ 
up show nicely from stage. 
Fair biz on show caught. 


—— 


Just. 





Stop, Look and Listen 





Charlotte, April 18. 

Loretta Gray, Masters and Young 
Joan Meller, Murray and Ray- 
mond, Shaw and King, The Marvel- 
ettes (6), and Joe Clauser and His 
(5): ‘Sia Lessons from 
Madame La Zonga’ ‘U). 

George Pierce’s ‘Stop. Look and 
Listen’ is a pleasing unit combining 
novelty with solid standard vaude 
acts to score high he re. 

Loretta Gray, singing comic, con- 


My Eyes on You’ left them yelling 
for more. Outstanding novelty is 
the ‘radium’ dance of Joan Meller 
who dances with her body painted | 


Jungle Cats back | 
| 
| 


his femme stooges, heckling the cus- 
letting down 
the hair of the ringsiders. Toned 
down and glossed up a bit, the doc 
is a natural for almost any room. 

Bee Kalmus, although doing a re- 
peat in this spot, has little to offer 
other than decorative appeal. Nice 
voice, but lacks expression. 
should really do something about her 
gestures. So mechanical she appears 
as though she were being 
with strings. 

Hal and May Bee are two local 
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' three gals have a flash dance act and 


they 


his bag | 


She | 


worked | 


youngsters who have made quite a; 


name for themselves with their 
adagio turn. For two moppets their 
lifts and holds verge on being sen- 
Sational, but they are badly in need 
of fresh routines. 

After casing the Galvin 
here all season, the contrast between 
them and the present gal line is 
pathetic. Hoof like they are 
ping on eggs. but there'll probably 
be no complaints that they are over- 
dressed. 

Eight-man combo batoned by Dave 
Lester shows plenty of promise. Les- 
ter directed music for the local Latin 
Quarter’s revue, but this is his initial 
venture with a dance unit. He has 
assembled a_ versatile crew, and 
though they haven’t gotten around 
to calling each other by their first 
names yet, the dansapation is okay. 

Leslie. 





Silver Spray, Colon 
(PANAMA) 





Colon, Panama, April 15. 

This spot, located in Colon, the At- 
lantic terminus of the Panama 
Canal, is.one of the better known 
clubs in Central America. Employs 
about 30 girls, with hostesses getting 
30c cut on each drink, at $1 per. 

Show is mediocre, but manage- 
ment figures the mixing angle is im- 
portant, and the talent setup, with 
two shows nightly, at 10 and 2, is 
merely a comeon. 

Frolic usually starts off with line 
of hostesses doubling as a chorus. 
They're passable, and with the scar- 
city of white gals in Panama, these 
American gals look like an Far] Car- 
roli troupe to some of the jungle- 
bound Yanks and soldiers who at- 
tend these nightlv sessiong. 

Next on, Shirley Jean, 
couple of pops.. Felice Sisters 
their version of Cuban 
Plenty of hip movements, which goes 
big with the visiting tourists. Etta 
Howard, ballad singer, goes 


does a 


step- | 


troupe | 


} remains a bundle of animation 


manage to break up their rou- 
tines into duets, quarteis and ene 
einbles to give the whole thing al- 
most revue proportions. Femmes 
are ail stunners and their partners 
can dance, which makes it a perfect 
setup. Turn is costumed attractively 
and carries its own  bongosaros 
player, who sits out in front of bana. 

Only other is Juaniia Rios, a 
diminutive sex-appealer who has 
oodles of personality and a clicko 
voice. Does three Spanish numbers 
—and how she sells them!—and 
Winds up punching out ai conga 
which brings Rodriguez line on for 
the inevitable shoulder-shaking fi- 
nale. Rios gal also steps into it to 
show a shapely pair of gams before 
the wind-up. 


act 
roles 


Merin handles the m.c. duties, a 
nice-looking chap who knows how 
to introduce an act. and to make 
show look a little bigger, band does 
a couple of tunes in beiween Ro- 
driguez numbers and Miss Rios. For 


+ + 


what there is here, entertainment's 
all right, but nitery competish 
growing stiffer locally and Sala will 


have to keep in step or his clientele 


is 


may feel it’s being cheated. Had 
he launched El] Chico this way, it 
| mightn’t have been so noticeable, but 
he gave ‘em so much first few 
monihs that letdown now is too ob- 
vious. Cohen. 


HI-HAT, CHICAGO 


Chicago, April 18. 

Jack Marshall, Armida, Lloyd & 
Willis, Maxine Turner, Six Singing 
Cadets & a Lady, Billy Younger 
Dancers, Eddie Fens Orch. Bea Vera 
Band, Kennedy & Tobin. 


This near-northside cafe continues 
to be one of the brightest spots in 
town and has assembled a following 
which is decidedly loyal. It’s in- 
timate, and yet, despite its smallish 
size, the club has managed to play 
some of the top niterv attractions. 

Armida headlines the current show 
though she has been missing several 
performances due to lrryngitis. She 
and 
makes impression the 


a good on 


| floor, particularly with her Mexican 


do |} 
rhumba. | 


very | 


well with a couple of sentimental | 
tunes. 
Ruthie Martin, American, who 


handles the announcing assignment 


y and really tells the noisy patrons off, 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) | gj y patrons 0 


sings ‘Ol Man Mose’ with gestures. 
Well liked here and quick on 


| the hecklers who abound at the 10 
o’clock show. Marrieane, a_ tap 
dancer of sorts, is followed by the 
Valery sisters, two recent imports 


|} of music and 
; are 


from Cuba who do an Apache. 
Business terrific around soldiers’ 


payday. A fast show, and .a ‘must’ 
spot for the tourists who want to 
get an insight into the so-called ‘sin 
in Panama.’ Willis. 


EL CHICO, PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 17 


Mario Merin Orch (6), Juanita 
Rios, Teddy Rodriguez Dancers 
(6); 30¢ cover. 

Rhumba craze has eased off con- 


siderably here since Joe Sala opened 


his El Chico to boom biz last Sep- 
tember, and with it former Nixon 
Cafe bartender has eased off 
show budget, too. It’s down to « 
seniials now, but Sala seems to be 
certain the deflation is temporary 


for he’s keeping the atmosphere and 
Latin-American type 
ment intact. There’s one : 
however. He has a band now that 
with the regulation Ameri- 
can dance tempos as well as it does 
with the maracas. What’s more, 
dinner sessions are entirely 


the entertain- 


concession 


makes 


almost 
non-rhumba and Sala is having his 
tunes mixed more later as well. 

For a_ six-piece outfit, Mario 
Merin’s orch gives out with plenty 
it’s good, too. 30VS 


adept at all kinds of rhythms 


'and handle a show with the best of 


"em. 


with a luminescent substance to | 
produce a novel effect on a dark- 
ened stage. 

Murray and Raymond score solid- 
ly with their novel whistling in 
which the boys used their digits for 
tonal embellishments. They do sev- 
eral imitations. but their interpre- 
tations of classics is what puts them 
over. Their handling of the ‘Poe‘ | 
and Peasant’ overture is little shor’ 
of terrific. 

The comedy team of Masters and 
Young is amusing witn Its buffoon- 
erv. Joe Young. comic vet, worked 
hard to put over his stuff in a rou- 
tine turn, with Frank Masters. whe 
emcees the show, stralghting 
Thev're out twice. scoring nicely or 
their first appearance with stock 
stuff, but their comic dramatizins 
on their second appearance falls 
flat. 

Shaw and King are pleasing in ¢ 
tap routine. with Shaw turning ir 
some nifty eccentrie tapping on @ 
solo spot. Miss King turns in a 
torchy job of piping ‘I'm Nobodvy’s 
Baby’ for her single. One of the 
outstanding lines ever to appear 
here is the Marvelettes. Although 


only six in number, these girls. who 
have, it said. worked together 
since childhood, turn in some excel- 
lent hoofing. 


is 


Joe Clauser orch backs the show 
nicelv from the stage. Full house 
on show caught. Just 


violin, which Merin 
plays; piano, drums, bass, trumpet 
and sax, with leader switching 
maracas for the congarhumba stuff 
crack band makes it sound like a 
crew double the size. Merin bow: 
a sweet fiddle and has a pianist and 


Setup 


1S 


to 


a bass-pounder who are just about 
tops. 

For such a sparce assortment of 
talent. show isn’t bad at all It’ 
spread over three-quarters of an 
hour without too much stretching 
'and manages to keep going. Teddy 
Rodriguez troupe of three bove and 


the | 
| comebacks, which is great stuff with | 


dances, which are full of action and 
color. 

Jack Marshall shares the top spot 
and here as m.c. and to do his 
moth-eaten line ‘of fooling around 
that he used to do with the Benny 
Meroff band. Marshall strains to zam 
his stuff over and he makes the 
sweat pop out on the customers’ 
brows just watching him puff and 
steam. He is doing his hat-manipu- 
lation routine, which reminds of a 
similar type of stunt by Emile Boreo, 
has a couple of mouth-stretching 
special material songs and winds up 
back on his AFM card with a trom- 
bone bit. Generally, he over-acts far 
too much for a small room. To the 
customers it’s like going to dinner in 
a boiler factory. 

Excellent dance team is that of 
Lloyd and Willis, who have a fine 
fiair for stage routines. They also 
make great appearance. Maxine 
Turner is an acrobatic specialist with 
an impressive display of acro 
dancing on this matchbox ffoor. She 
can play anywhere. For production 
volume there are the Six Singing 
Cadets and a Lady, which explains 
the turn. The seven vocalists run 
through the standard musical comedy 
and operetta tunes and manage to 
make it listenable. 

Billy Younger Dancers have been 
n the spot for some time and turn 
in capable chorus numbers. They 
are a good-looking line and do much 
for the room. Eddie Fens’ orchestra 
plays the show and does a bang-up 


is 


job. Also supplies the basis of the 
dansapation, with the Bea Vera 
rhumba aggregation filling in for 
tropical hoofing. 

Behind the bar work piano-and- 
inging team of Annette Kennedy 
and Gertrude Tobin, and they rate 


one of the money factors of the 
They disclose a real follow- 
ing and work constantly playing and 
singing requests and pop tunes 


Loop. 


nm ter 





“ICECAPADES’ BIG 386 


IN 1ST HWOOD WEEK 


Hollywood, April 22. 
‘Icecapades of 1941,’ which opened 
a three-week engegement at the 
Pan-Pacific auditorium Friday (8), 





will hit around $38,000 for the first 
full week. House, which has a e¢a- 
pacity of 5,400, is scaled at $2.20 top. 

Republic moves in after the en- 
vagement to make a feature picture 
of the troupe. 

BETTY LEE DIVORCED 
Buffalo, April 22. 

Arthur Fuller was granted a con- 

tested divorce in Supreme court 


here from Betty Fuller, 
performer. 
She _ is 


Petty Lee 


night club 


known professionally as 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 23, 1941 











WEEK APRIL 25 


Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week. 


Rosita & Pancho 
Andre Vilon 

La Martinique 
Eddie Oliver Orc 
Herbert Curbello O 
Danny Kaye 
April Ames 

Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Bela Bizony 
Eleanor French 

Leon & Eddie's 


Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Maxie Rosenbloom 


Marie Spaulding 











Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (24) 
Crazy with Heat 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (25) 
Rhythm Rockets 


Alphonse Berge 
Co-Eds 

Peggy Bernier 
Lew Parker 








Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY | 
| Jimmy 


Paramount (23) 
Benny Goodman Orc 
Gil Lamb 


Lyda Sue 
Copacabana Rev 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (25) 
Morton Downey 
Lynn, Royce & V 
Pansy, the Horse 
Honey Fam 





Regal (25) 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (25) 

Wayne King Orc 

Tom & B Wonder 

Randall Sis 

Monacled Amb’'dors 

Don Cummings 
SPRINGFIELD 

Paramount (28-30) 

Bill Robinson 

Dick Rogers Orc 








RKO 





BOSTON 
Keith (24-27) 

Bartell & Wms 2 

Pat Henning Co 

Edith Fellows 

Wilbur Evans 

Eddie White 

Les Juvelys 

(17) 

Ear! Carroll Show 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (25) 

Michael Todd Co 

(18) 

Ted Weems Orc 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (25) 

Ted Weems Orc 

Mardoni 





‘Dennett & Dae 
Walter Dare Wah: 
(18) 
Screwballs of ‘41 
DAYTON 
Shubert (25) 
Boone Co 

(18 
Honey Fam 
W & G Ahearn 
Johnny Woods 
Lynn, Royce & V 
John Boles 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (25-27) 
John Boles 
Ghbezzis 
G & B Maison 
Saul Grauman 
Carroll & Howe 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (25) 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 

Tip, Tap & Toe 

Hector Co 

PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (25) 

Horace Heidt Orc 

(18) 

Abe Lyman Ore 

Gleason Co 

Arren & Broderick 


King & Arlina 
Alan Mowbray 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (25) 
Lane & Ward 
Gae Foster Gls 
Joe Cook Co 
(18) 
Gae Foster Gls 
Hellmans 
Lorraine & Rognan 





Ben Yost Co 


Jamboree 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall (24) 


Shayne & Armstr’g 


Selma Kaye 
Loren Hollenbeck 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Apollo (25) 
Count Basie Ore 
Jimmy Rushing 
Helen Hughes 
Red & Curley 
Walter Green 
Doc Salters 
Bob & Babette 
John Mason 
Jimmy Baquette 
Windsor (24) 
Tony Pastor Orc 
Molly Picon 
Bob Howard 
Paul Winchell 
Don 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (24) 
Sunny Dunham 
Dinah Shore 
Mabel Todd 
Morrie Amsterdam 
(Two to fill) 
AKRON 
Palace (25-28) 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Daley 
Slim 
Bob Ripa 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (24) 
Hudson Wonders 
3 Smoothies 
Cookie Bowers 
Cotton Club Boys 
Royal (24) 
Cats & The Fiddle 
3 Peters Sis 
State (24-26) 
Pritchard & Lord 
Bobby Pincus 
Fredysons 
CAMDEN 
Towers (25-27) 
Warren Boden 
Evelyn Farney 
J & J McKerna 
Steve Evans 
& Juggling Jewels 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (24-27) 
irdland 
Rex Owens 
Fields & Georgie 
Al & E Frabelle 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (25) 
Miiler & Omer 
Carol & Carlo 
George Niblo Co 
HARRISBURG 


Stute (28-30) 
Clyde McCoy Ore 


& Ruthie I ne 


Ore 


& Eddy 


Evelyn Farney 
J & J McKenna 
Bob Bromley 
(24-26) 
Uncle Ezra Co 
HARTFORD 
State (25) 
Carroll Show 
NEWARK 
Adams (25-27) 
Alan Mowbray 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
;}Cappa Barra Co 
Smith, Roger & E 
PATERSON 
Majestic (25-27) 
Thurston Show 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (29-31) 
Thurston Show 
(25-28) 
Walt Coolidge 


| Earl 


Martinelli 
Fay’s (24) 

Jack Holst Co 

Jed Dooley Co 


Irmaine Parker 
De May, 
Dagmar 


PITMAN 
Broadway 
(26 only) 
|Toy & Wing 
A & M Havel 
(One to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan 


(25-27) 
Ina Ray 
Fats Waller Ore 
Frank & J Hubert 
Brown & Ames 
Al Gordon Co 

TORRINGTON 

Alhambra (26-27) 
Rita Rio Ore 
Isabel Jewell 
Elaine Arden 
Diane Moore 
Frances Lloyd 
WILLOW 


(27 only) 
DeMay, 
Bobby Pincus Co 
Fredysons 

WORCESTER 
Plymouth (21-23) 





Fellows & Evans 

Smoothies 

Bellit & Eng Bros 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (29-1) 

Bob Crosby Ore 

Cass Daley 


Moore & M 


Hutton Ore 


GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 


Moore & M 


Ina Ray Hutton Ore | 





Cabaret Bills 


Stone & Ross 
; Blanchards 
| Mon Paris 


| Heywood Powers O 
| Dick Wilson Ore 








NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 


Pedrito Orc 


Jayne Manners 


Beachcomber 
Loring Orc 


Michael 
Pancho Ore 


Elsa Valladares 
Carmen Amaya 


Bill Bertolotti'’s 
{Don Sylvio Ore 


Lunceford ©} Angelo Orc 


| Frederica 
|Pat Williams 


|Eleanor Knight 
|}Lynn & Marianne 


Dorothy Allen 


| 
| 
| chertes 
Lulu Bates 
| Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 


Harold Willard 
Donnelly 


Harry 
Bernie Grauer 


Cafe Pierre 


Bob Knight Ore 
Adrie’ne Matzenauer 


Cafe Seciety 


(Midtown) 


Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Jack Gilford 


(Village) 
Henry Allen 
Kenneth 


Art Tatum 
Helena Horne 


Kris Kay Orc 
Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
|} Dmitri 
|Yanco Borca 





| Lunia Nesterova 


'Tina Boleva 
Georges 


Club 18 


Peter Brent 
Frankie Hyers 
Irene Barclay 
Corchita 
Anita Dillon 


Currito & 
Winnie 
Olga Barat 
Luis Camache 
| Jose Perez 

| 





Copacabana 
Nat Brandwynne 
| Frank Marti Orc 


|} Juan Arvizu 


|Fernando Alvarez 


Bernice Parks 


Nina Orla 
Samba Sirens 


Don Casanova 


Effi Dorre 


Dr Rockwell 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 

Carlyle 


Manuela del 


Trianita 
Rudolph 
Maria Lopez 
Charro Gil 8 


Ernie Holst 
Don Devodi 
Reva Reyes 
Carla & 


Robby 
Tess 


Parks 
Gardell 


Sal Cabral 
Ruth Sato 
Kimi Toye 
Dal 

Maya Kelila 
Hoo Shee 


Mac Stone 
Andy Russeil 


Lob Shea 
Harris & 
Mimi 
Carol King 

Gloria Rlake 
Kay Penton 

Coley Worth 
Barnes Twins 


Anthony Trini 


Velyne Hague 
Ruth Kidd 





Paul, Slim & Eddy! Rosita Ortega 
| Bob Ripa Cesar Tapia 
rr os ws 


Bill’s Gay 90's 
Strickland 


John Kirby Ore 
Eddie South Ore 


Cafe Suciety 


Ore 
Spencer 
Meade Lux Lewis 


Ammons & Johnson 


Casino Russe 
Cornel’s Cedolban O 


Matvienko 


Stefanescu 


G Andrews Orc 
Ore 
Pat Harrington 


Club Gaucho 


Don Miguel Ore 
Coral 
Duncan 


o 


Loper’& Barrat 


Cuban Casino 
Consuelo Moreno 


Dimas & Belen 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Blackwell 


Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 
Gilda Grav 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 


El Chico 


Don Alberto Ore 
Rio 
Alberto Torres 

Carlos Montoya 


Cueto 


Fl Morocco 
Ore 
Ore 
Fernanda 
Famous Door 


Forbidden City 


Ore 


Gay White Way 
Gus Arnheim Ore 


Katherine Joyce 


Shore 
Kellermann 


Gr’nwt’h Village Inn 


Roberta Welch 


Dolly Reckless 
Frank McCormick 


Havana-Madrid 


Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanita Sanabria O 


Las Adelitas 
Villarino 
Hickory House 
Babe Russin Orc 
Hotel Astor 


Dick Kuhn Ore 


Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 


Joe Pafumy Ore 





|Seande Williams Ore 


Arthur Ravel Ore 


| Eleanor French 
Monte Carlo 


Ted Straeter Orc 
Tito Guizar 


Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bernice Manning 
Bill Farrell 
Joe Ravazo 
Vincent de Costa 
Art Tubertini 
Tino Donellt 


Rainbow Grill 
Barry Winton Ore 


Russian 
Nicolas Matthey O 


Peter Nemiroft Orc 


Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzoft 
Senla Karavaeft 
Michel Michon 
Mishi Uzdanoff 
Arjsiak Arafelova 

Sawdust Trall 
Francis Renault 
Lea Brente 
Martin Bros 
June Roya 
Helene Francis 
Kay Burke 
Julia Gerity 
Betty 
Leslie & Rollins 

Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Haywood & Allen 
Frank Shuman 
Vera Sanoft 

Stork Club 
Kendis Ore 
Ore 


Sonny 
Ray Renson 
Gloria Hope 
Versailles 
M Bergere Orc 
Panchito Orc 
Doris 
Joe E Lewis 
Grace McDonald 
Village Barn 








Julian & Marjori 


Col M Prager Ore 


Kretchma 


Jane Carleton 


Lew Parker 
Sid Gould 
Roy Rogers 
Zerby & Wiere 
Jack Prince 

F Quartell Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Orc 
(Peacock Km) 
Joe Vera 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Wayne King Ore 
Consolo & Melba 
Walter Donahue 
Dor Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 
Franke'’s Casino 
Harriet Ehrlick 
Rocky Ellsworth 
Billie Webb 
Ann Anderson 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Lew Story Orc 
Marie Lawler 
Nord Richardson 
Hi Hat 
Sid Tomack 
Re's Bros 
Ruth Wayne 
Marshall & Shield 
Alphonse Berg 





Anita Lane 


O'Neill 
iley Ore 


Jimm 
Ear! 


House) 


New Yorker 
Billy Gray 
Doris Dupont 
Joanne Jordan 
Russell & Farar 
Patsy Reed 


Al Milton Ore 


Irina Cooper 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Ens 
Loule & Weasel 
Hans Menzer 


Palmer House 


Eddy Howard 
Rob Evans 


Perez Four 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


(Celtic Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Orc 
Jaros Sis 


Bob Crosby Ore 
Cole Trio 
Callahan Sis 
Byton Gls 

Carl Marx 











Silver Cloud 








VAUDEVILLE 


NEW YORK 


BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY 


COL. 5-0930 


| Dottie Dayne 
| Alrite & Blue 
Yvonne Jame 
Joe Gerken 


Elinor Daniels 

| Hazel Zalus 
606 Club 

Billy Carr 








Anita Jacobi 





| 





| Lucille Johnson 
Carole & Sherod 
Marcia Neil 
Sonny Tufts 
Dacita 


Hotel Biltmore 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Betty Allen 
Doodles Weaver 
Betty Kean 
Covert & Reed 


Hotel Rossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane Orc 


Hotel Brevoort 


Paula Lawrence 
Paco Sierra 
Tana 

Sam Ray 

Julius Monk 
Norbert Facont 
Margaret Scott 


Hotel Edison 
Mal Hallett Ore 
Madeline Gray 





Paul Baron Ore 
Grace Morgan 
Lucille Matthews 


Ray Kinney Orc 
Aggie Auld 
Napua 

LeiLani Taea 
Nani Todd 
LeHua Paulson 


Hotel Lincoln 
Harry James 


Hotel 


Jack Waldron 
Elenore Wood 
Hibbert, Byrd 
Winton & 
Bunny Howard 
Ginger Dulo 

Sylvia Barry 


Diane 





Gene Krupa 
Bob Eberle 


Hotel Plaza 


Ore 


| Dick Gasparre Ore 


Chiquito Ore 

De Marcos 

Paul Haakon 
Josephine Huston 


Guy 
Hotel 
Bob Grant 
Hildegarde 
Leo Kahn 

Hotel Shelton 
Johnny 


Ore 


(Brooklyn) 
Dave Martin Ore 
Dee Williams 
Yank Porter 
Dick Fulbright 
| Bill Dillard 


Hotel St. 


Vivian 

Johnny 

Claire & 
Hotel 


Hal 
Gus Martel 
Dorothy Lewis 
Heasley Twins 
Hazel Franklin 


Hotel Taft 


Blaine 

Howard 
Arena 

St. 


Ore 


Astoria 


Mischa Borr Orc 

Adelaide Moffett 

Stan Kavanagh 
(Sert Room) 


Miguelito Valdes 
Evelyn Tyner 


Ted Eddy Orc 
Jack Lane Co 
Benton Twins 
Danny White 


Kelly’s Stable 


Maxine Sullivan 
Billy Daniels 


La Conga 
Jack Harris Orc 





Luba Malina 


Belmont Balladeers 


Hotel Essex House 


Hotel Lexington 


Ore 


Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Orc 


Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 


Buddy Clarke Ore 
Jose Dominguez O 


Co 


Hotel Pennsylvania 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Lombardo Ore 
Savoy-Plaza 


Johnson O 
Hotel St, George 


Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Ore 


Regis 
Saunders Orc 


Frankie Masters O 
Hotel Waldorf- 


(Empire Room) 
Leighton Noble Orc} 


Xavier Cugat Ore 
Rosario & Antonio 


Iceland Restaurant 


Frankie Newton O 


Clarence Profit 3 


Noro Morales Orc 


Jean Murray 
Robert Reinhart 
Rainbow Room 
Matty Maineck Ore 
Veiero Sis Orc 
Chandra Kaly 
Mili Monti 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Ruban Bleu 
Mildred Bailey 
Brenda Forbes 


Danc 





Delta Boys 


Jimmy Castle 
Buddy Hughes 
Ambassaderettes 
Dorothy Brandon 
Shea & Raymond 
Everett West 
Armand & Lita 
3 Dee's 

Corinna Mura 
Leon & Mace 

| Chuck Foster Orc 





Casa Manana 


; Marianne Dunne 
; David Allen 
Jack Teagarden O 


Cocoanut Grove 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniel 
Mitchell Leisen Rev 
Freddie Martin Orc 


Carl Carroll 
Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 
6 Debonairs 
Beryl Wallace 
Frankie Conville 
Mary Peterbeck 
| Helen O'Hara 
;Sunny Dale 
| Barbara O'’Drew 
teyes’ Rhumba 
St Clair & Day 
Rhumba Ore 
Slate Bros 
Bill Brady 
Manny Strand 





Bd 


Ore 


Florentine 
NTG Anniv 
Fred Scott 
Low, Hite & Stanl’y 
|; Sugar Geise 


|}David Marshall Ore 


Garden 


ersary 


Charlie Foy’s Club 


| Charlie Foy 
| Leonard Sues 
| Red Stanley 
|} Bob Evans 
Jerry Coogan 
George Beete 


Art Bernard Ore 


Grace Hayes Lodge 
Mary Healy 

Neville Fleeson 
Betty Riley 
Margaret Whiting 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Grace Hayes 
Rebecca Hayes 
House of Murphy 
Beth 
Fran} 
| Joan 


Reynolds 

ie Gallagher 
Neunier 
'Gordon Bishop 

| Kather ne Dehaven 
Bob Murphy 





Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
gin Hays 

jJerry Shelton 






Orc 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
| Art Kassel Ore 
Marion Holmes 
Collette & Barry 
Hadley Gis 


Blackhawk 


Ted Fio Rito Orc 
Sarle Leslie 
Grandfat'r’s 


Follies 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 


Dick Rock Ore 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Joan Baylor 
Mable Scott 
Evelyn Lee 
Dian Dawn 
Bob Billings 


Broadmont 
Jackie Sharp 
Gene Stockwel! 
Phyllis Vaughn 
June Spacher 
Marlene Dale 
Suzanne Projst 
Ruth Gans 





| Carroll 


| 





| Kenny 
| Dominic 
|Marg’rite & M’'rtinez 
| Henry 





| Dorott 
( 


' Yascha 


’ 


| Robb 


| Gladys 


Sk 





Ann Jones 

Cass Franklin 
Laura Kellogg 
Marian Vinay 
Mary & T Atkins 
Zeb Carver Co 


Whirling Top 


Teddy King Orc 
Jer™ Blanchard 
Lilyan Dell 
Ginger Wayne 
Susan & Christine 


LOS ANGELES 


Biltmore Bowl | 


‘It’ Cafe 
Dave Forrester 
La Conga 
Parker 
Theodores 
Leon Navara Ore 
Phillip Lopez Ore 
Macambo Cafe 
Humbertos Bd 
Phil Ohman’'s Ore 
Palladium 
Merry Macs 
Richard Himber O 
Paris Inn 


Orc 


Henrvyvson 


Monet 
Johnson 
Helen Harrison 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 

Pirates Den 
Pegleg Happeney 
Bugs Wilson 
Henry Grant 
Gaby La Fitte 
Dolores Gray 
Andy 


| Marjorie Raymond 
|} Nick Cochran Ore 


Rhumboogie 
4 Kit Cats 
Lois Galloway 
+ Tones 
Garbo 
Pee Johnson O 


Scheherazade 


ee 


Borowski 
Alex Morison 

Sandra 
Russian 


Karina 
Gypsy Or 
Seven Seas 
silia Kipikona 
Kaha 
Mathews 
Openui 
Mathews 
Johnie Bright Ore 
Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
The Uptowners Orc 
Swanne Inn 
Moore 
Bentley 


Phil 


Topsy's 


| The Topsyettes 
'3 Hot 
| John 
| Paul 


Shots 
Maloney 
Locke 


Maurie Sherman 


Wilshire Bowl 
Velascos 


nnay Ennis Ore 


CHICAGO 


| Herb Rudolphs Ore 


Chez Paree 
Lou Ereese 
Merton 
Krank T.ibuse 
16 Commanders 

ois Wallner 
Sterner Sis 
Evans Gis 

Club 
Tonya 
Mickey Dunn 
Ann Mac 
Virginia 
Hlarriet 
Allen 
Bernie Adler 
kifies Rur'on 
Paullette 
Dave Unell 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Minuet 
Helene Carol 
Rita Ray 
Alvira Morton 
Ethel Brown 
Fillmore Sherman 
Art Fischers Orc 
Del Estes 

Colony Club 
Robby Ramos Ore 
Monchita Ore 

Colosimos 
Tirza 


Ore 


Downey 


Alabam 


Lee 
Norris 
(Coe 


Ore 


| Sherry 





} Alan F 


| Ramon 


|Geraldo & 


| Mona 
| Raiph 
| Patricia 


Ice Follies 


i Cadillac 


| (*hics 
| Jeanne Rusont 


Cafe 


| Marte 


| Billy 


| Beth 
|Nitza & 
| Madeline 


| Helene 


La Pierre 





Carol Dean 
Younger Gis 
Eddie Fens Ore 

Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
4 Bards 
Helen Sumner 

L’ Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Monica Schick 
Isobel de Marco 

Liberty Inn 

George Gray 
Jean O'Brien 
Dottie Eden 
Adair 
Connie Austin 
Jackie Cornell 


Dian Rowland 
Dorothy Keller 
Jai Leta 
Jimmy Ray 
Lewis Sis 
Lloyd & Willis 
Carrie Fimnell 
Renee Andrie 
Virginia Jones 
Millie Wayne 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Prof Lamberti 


Paul Remos Co 
Coriell 
Joe Wallace 


Todd Gis 
Joe Sanders Ore 
Les Brown Orc 





PHILADELPHIA 


Club Ball 


elding 
tali-lovelies 
Carlos Molina 
Desita 


Orc 


Noval 
Aces 
Helen 


Franklin 


tadio 


Ben 


|Ifeo Zollo Ore 


“ay & Gordon 
Wilson 
Eastwood 
King 
Cadillac Tavern 
Ha Dobbs Ore 
Darlere 
Lew & Evelyn 
Buddy Lewis 
Allen Sterling 
Carroll's 
Darnell 
Mullery 


Donna 


Lavine Twins 
Litgle Joe & Jean 
(irace Gordon 
| Wayneta Bates 
(reo Wagner 
Robb Vail 
Wilbur Rance 

Club 15 
Harriet Hale 
Frankie Lee 
Baroness Raudon 
Barbara Stone 
Shandor & Margo 
| Margie & Babs 
Rose Venuti 

Cusano's 
Lou Ferlano 

| Kav Trotter 
Mickie Pearl 
Earl Wilt 


Lou Martin 
Di Pinto’s 


Fitzpatrick 
|} Micky Dee 
Chief Tron Hand 
Jimmy Evans 


Joe Wayne 
Vera Laverne 
Kddie King Orc 
Embassy 
Geo Clifford 
Carlos & Chita 
Waverly Twins 
Harriet Henning’s 


‘arlos 


Curt 


Reves 


Weiler 


Ore 
Ore 
Evergreen Casino 
Challis 
Ravell 

White 
Elliott 
Shevlin 


Doris 
Pat Ore 
Standish 
1523 
Elaine 
Marian 
Rose Feeney 
Pola Montoya 
Bubbles Shelby 
Grace ©'Hara 
Keller Sis 
Kay Laverly 
King’s Swing Or« 
Gay 90’s Cafe 
Phil Wood Ore 
Strut Flash 
Nat Wilson 
May Joy 
Ann Fisher 
(H Walton 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Bob Russell 
Vera Neva 
Anibal Carrion 
Grace Corwin 
Michael Sandina 
Peppine & Carmen 
Neil Fontaine Orc 
Mata & Hari 


Locust 
Black 
Proctor 


Roof) 


Caperettes 
| Hendrique & Ad'nne 


| Wanda Stevenson 


| Manuel Ovando Ore 


Hotel 


Carlotta Dale 
Ashburns 
Dick 
Jam Session 
Lutz 
Hooker 
Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 


| Geo 
Jloe 
| 





|} Dottie Winters 
Jack Griffin 
Martin & Lee 
Kippi Velez 
Joe Martin 
Agnes Barry 


Charlotte Vogue 
DeLloyd McKay 
Bert St Clair 

O'Connor Twins 


Manoa Inn 


|} Jack Hitchinsor 
iSmythe & Delores 
|Geo & Lilly Gordon 
| Nancy Newell 

|} Pearl & Griffin 
Gracie Steel 
Edythe Sallade 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Mayo’s 
{Gus Johnson Ore 
| Lenny Ross 
| Joyettes 
|} Paul Kane 
| Baby Ely 
14 Octaves 
| Bin Bailey 
| Bill Hughes 

Alen Wood 


4 Tones 


Margie Rose 





Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 


Manfred Gotthelf 


Arne Barnett Oro 


Old Heidelberg 


(Empire Room) 
Eddie Duchin Ore 


Maurice & Cordoba 


Sherman Hotel 


(Panther Room) 


Jackte Richards Gls 
Mildred Anderson 


| Ralph Lynden Ore 


Margret Faber Gla 


Todd's Theatre-Cafe | 


Ben Yost Singers 8 


Raymond Wilburt 


Ruth Templeton 
Joan Coraz 

Joe Dougherty 
Buddy Nugent 
Ruth Templeton 
Bella Belmont 


Silver Fleet Inn 
stelle Dale 
Tony Bennett's Orc 
Joe Curley 
Reggie Du Van 
Marianne Millar 
Harry Small 
Chick Hunt 
Joe Hayes Inn 


Silver Lake Inn 
‘tautschi & Sonnera 
Margo Wells 
Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Frank Hesse! Ore 


Stamp’s 
George Marchettul O 
Billy Starr 
Garner Trio 
3 Loose Nuts 
Jelly Beans 
Ann Howard 
Margie Drummond 


Swan Club 


Bill Batley 
Elaine Ellis 


Nancy Lee 
Henry Patrick's Ore 
20th Century 
Rhythmaniacs 
Mike Pedecin 
Men of Rhythm 
Warwick Hotel 
Ray Morton Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
6 Naval Cadets 
Dias & Deane 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Equili & Marcelie 
Pen Bannerman 
| Thea Silton 
Syd Golden 
Raths’r Eldoradiang 
Jack Smith 
Al Goldecker 
Signor Karmino 
Dave Pierson 
Wilson’s 
Sherman B & Tessie 
2 Mystics 
Niles & Jo-Ann 
Reginas 
Betty Haden 
Joe Hough 
Geo Baquet Orc 
Yacht Club 
Pat Purcell 
Stephanie & Craig 





Marty Bohn 
4 Taylor Gis 


Dotty Brennan 
Mary Navis 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
C Lambertson 
MonPoe & Grant 
Moriarity & Dell 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Ore 


Fl Dumpo 
Bob Manners Orc 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 

Freddie's Cafe 
Gale Parker 
Tyna Tamara 
Lenore Line 
Gourmet Club 
Eddie Robinson Ore 
Gayle Gavlord 
Jean Marsiiall 

Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 

Hotel Cleveland 
Lang Thompson O 





Margaret English 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
Johnny Joyce Ore 
Mary Wine 
Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O 
Terry Lawlor 
Torry Lynn 
Sylvia & Christian 
Sloan & Gary 
Hotel Statler 
Jose Morand Ore 
Doris Weston 
Carlton & Juliette 
La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Orc 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jean Eldridge 
Peurl de Lucca 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
Southern Tavern 
Lee Allen Orc 
3700 Club 
Tucker & Tremaine 
Art West 
Roma Huston 
Arlene Daye 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel ; 

(Book Casino) 
Loren Parsons 
Janice George 
Sanford Mandel 
Bobby Allen 
3arry Wilkinson 

(Motor Bar) 
Pete Vera 





.. | ‘Midnite in Paria’ 
Philadelphia | ; 1 


(Philadelphia Km) 





Wharton Ore |{Grischa & Br 


; Clarissa 


| Chas 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller | 
| Jimmy Venuti Orc 


Little Rathskeller 


Victor Hugo's Ore 


Minstrel Tavern 


March 


Bowery 


Sinile Boreo 
Frank Mazzone 
Abbott Dan 


Therrien 
ona 


Helene 
Johnny 


Carol 
King | 
Carlisle | 
Resh 


Benny Ore 


Casanova 
Allen Sis 
Hart & Allison 
Joe Delmar 
Glamor Gls 


Lee Walter Ore 





Corktown Tavern 


Beef Trust | 
Good & Goodle | 
Prof Crump 

Orlando 

The Wests 
Jackie Del Rfo 
Dick Haviland | 
Les Arquette Ore 


Northwood Inna 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 

Olde Wayne Club 
Charles Costello Ore 
McColl Sis 

Palm Beach 


| Bobby Jones 


Jeri Jean 


| Claires 


Mary Jannis 
Ravaye & Margo 
Don Pablo Orc 


| Huck’s Redford Inn 


Mac McGraw 


Club Royale 
Harry Stevens 
Frances McCoy 
Lorraine Sanchli 
Jennings 
Don & Sally 
Virginia Manche 
Stan Norris Ore 

Saks Show Bar 
Hal Fisher 
3 Playboys 
Kay Vernon 
Pearl Magley 
Pete Viera Or 

Statler Hotel 
Gomez Tropical D 
Gloria Hart 


Ore 


Gis 


|} Orlando 


3 Old Timers 
Manuel Lopez 
London Chop 
Valenti 
Orc 


House 
Tonia 
tuby 

Morocco 
‘Gay Ninetles’ 
Buddy Duray | 
Joe Foder Ore | 
Madelon Balter | 


Rev 


Nebiolo’s 
Di Giovanni | 
Frederick & Collins 

Phelps & Cullenbine 

§ Vanettes 


Leonard Seel Ore \ 


Fausto Curbelo Ore 
San Diego 
George Presnell 
41 Alexander Ore 
Dan Merryman 
Don Francisco 
Starr & Maxine 
Verne’s 
Cole & Corte 
Holly Sis 
Harry Collet Ore 


Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Tony Patti 

Wonder Bar 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Mildred Fenton 


PITTSBURGH 


Tony Callazo Anchorage 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus; Hugh Morton Ore 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr Maynard Deane 
Helen Marriott Arlington Lodge 
Old Falls Tavern | Phil Cavezza Orc 
i 
Billy Hayes’ Ore | Bachelors’ Club 
} Jane Ree } Al Turner Orc 
| Buck Calhoun Baleonades 
Andy Russell Art Sabie Or« 
|} Jean O'Neill Bill < A 
. i sreen's 
Open Door Cafe Hoagla a Orc 
| Ralph Brown 


| Louise Wright 
| Chiquita 

| Armond & 

| Bob Ridley 

| Betty Mack 
Louise Wricht 
Sunny Rae 


|} Don Anton Ore 


Palumbo’s 
Lavee Twins 
Chick Mullery 
Barnett & 
Little Joe & 
Jean Busoni 
Yvonettes 

Roman Grille 
Mazvie 
Marl 
Betry 


De Voe 
Wilt 
Hoffman 
Black Eyed Peas 
Eddy Hockney 
Rol Parker Ore 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Arn Mayer 
King Cole Trio 
4 Black Dots 
Wesley Prince 
Oscar Moore 
Debonairs 
Spatola’s Grille 
Vocalaires 


Pauline Paige 
Maurino & 
| Phil 





Fletcher 


Boogie-Woogie Club 
| Boog Sherman 

| Maxie 
' Flarry 


Juliane 


Tubby Miller 
Jo-Jo 
Piccolo 


Art 
Barclay 
Jean 


Don Washburn 
Jack & Jill 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
El Chico 
Mario Merin Orc 
Rodriguez Danc 


Juanita 


Ken Bailey Orc 
Johnny 
Jessica Wheatley 
Hurry 
Irma Guthre!l 


Billy Treacher O: 
Sandy 
Marian MeGarrity 


’ hv 
69th St. Rathskeller rot? 


Bess Saunders 


DeVoll 





Simon 
Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 


Lee 


Club Petite 

Pete Orc 
Smiley 

Schamberg 


' 
Letty 


Rios 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Mitchell 


Walton 


Hotel Henry 
(silver Grill) 


Davidson 


(Gay 90's) 
Nesbitt 


Hotel Tth Avenue 





(Continued 


Ida lola 
Everett Havdn 
Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 


Evergreen Gardens 


Red Clarke Orc 
Ebble Schaub 
Paula Harvey 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Don Bari Ore 
Shirley Jeane 

Hote! Schenley 


Hinds Ore 
Seaman 
Mayer 


Billy 
Rita 
Buzz 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Baron Elliott Ore 
silly Cover 
Marianne Kreig¢ 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 


Merry-Go-Round 
Al Fremont Orc 
New Penn 
H Fritsche Ore 
Melvos 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Duftins 
Mova Gifford 
Tom Ball Gis 

Nut House 
Dale Harkness 
Ethel Hourigan 
Quits 
Prat Burns 
Milly Bradley 
Evelyn Nellis 
Kay Balfe 

Oasis 

Joe Villella Orc 
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Easter Wk's B'way 


BO. Disappointing; 


Warm Weather Has Sunday Reaction 








Broadway’s expectations of good) 
business dring Easter week, based | 
on advance sales, were distinctly dis- | 
appointing. Instead of a comeback 
after the lows of Holy week, at- 
tendance was just so-so, Some 
grosses did pick up chiefly because 
of extra matinees, but there was 
complaining by most managements. 
Showmen aren’t predicting this 
week’s business after the fizzle of the 
holiday, but there are always ex-| 
pectations—this time that more peo- | 
ple are registered in the hotels. 

Perfect baseball weather prevailed 
throughout the week, which may 
have been the factor, yet the ball 
parks did only mild business, too, 
while the Ringling circus, at Madi- 
son Square Garden cleaned up. That 
is accounted for principally by the 
school holidays. Early this week} 
New York was still summery, predic- 
tions of rain on several previous 
days being wrong. Tuesday was 
cool. 

There were two days when the 
temperature was around 85 degrees 
and house managers prepared to 
operate the cooling systems, Ice 
companies, however, had not assem- 
bled crews for delivery. There was 
litle complaint, through, from cus- 
tomers. 5 





Sunday Mats Drop 


Since mild weather arrived there 
has been a sharp change in attend- 
ance at legit shows on Sundays. The 
past two Sunday afternoons business 
dropped down while night attend- 
ance perked up, and it is figured that 


vv 


Coast Coin Scramble 
For 2 Colored Revues 


Los Angeles, April 22. 

Two all-Negro revues are in vari- 
ous stages of preparation for pitch 
next month, with sufficient bank- 
rolling the only unknown quantity. 
Joe Pasternack, Universal film pro- 
ducer, has a wad of coin in ‘Jump 
For Joy,’ which last week signed 
Duke Ellington’s band. 

Opening dates hinge largely on 
how fast the wherewithal accumu- 
lates. 


5 Michigan Tent 
Cos. Again Prep 
To Tour Sticks 


Detroit, April 22. 

Having played to 600,000 persons 
last year, Michigan’s five tent shows 
are ready to roll out again on the 
kerosene circuit earlier than usual 
because of an unseasonal spring. 
| While Broadway producers lament 
the decline of the road, the five 
touring tent companies, which have 














the same reaction w 1 continue to 
apply in fair weather. 
which credit the Sabbath for their 
holding on, claim the best grosses of 
ti > week have been registered at tne 
matinee, with Sundays. accounting 
for nearly 50% of the weekly gross. 

Under Equity arrangement Sunday 
performances are to continue until 
the end of June, but is it expected 
that extension beyond that date 
will be conceded if managers believe 
that such performances are feasible 
during summer. A formal sugges- 
tion to extend Sundays is slated to 
be made by the League of New York 
Theatres. It is to be accompanied by 
data tending to prove that a num- 
ber of shows have remained open 
primarily because of business («1 
that day of the week. Equity’s in- 
terest is to lengthen the engagement 
ry) 
report will probably prove that that 
has been the result. 

‘My Fair Ladies’ was suddenly 
yanked at the Hudson Saturday (19), 
having been an also ran from its 
siart. ‘Flight to the West’ will close 
this Saturday (26) at the Royale; 
also far in the red. 
ance’ is announced to stop after an- 
other week with a moderately good 
record, 


stick along, provided business im- 


proves. “The Happy Days’ is a pos- 
sibility at the Miller next midweek. 


Indie- Opera Co. Runs 
Into Money Troubles 
At Start of N. Y. Date 


There are several independent 
operatic outfits, one of which, called 
the Monte Carlo Opera Company, 








slipped into the Majestic, N. Y.. Sat- | 


urday (19) with Frank Salerno 
named as the presenter. Outfit im- 
mediately ran into bankroll trouble 
when several unions demanded their 
pay be put on the line in advance. 
Understood there was a partial per- 
formance Saturday evening, but 
Sunday night the cops’ were called 
and around 350 persons got their 
money back when the doors did not 
open. 

Theatrical Managers and Agents 


was turned down when that organi- | 


zation sought to place a company 
Manager with the show, though 
a press agent was not required. TMA 
Picketed the house, teamsters and 
Stagehands refusing to pass the 
Picket line. Salerno promised to 
Pay for a manager and the picket 
was withdrawn. Stagehands 
musicians unions wanted their wages 
Protected and the show was called 
off after it was found there was 
only a bit over $500 in the boxoffice, 
though $3,000 had been expected. 
Majestic is operated by the Shu- 
berts, who also wanted coin, adding 
to the troubles of the Salerno bunch. 


Some shows ! 


its members and the managerial | 


‘Old Acquaint- | 


It recently moved from the | 
Morosco to the Broadhurst and may | 


and | 


whacked the State up into five dis- 
| tricts and tour from early spring 
| until the snow flies, see each year 
| better and the stage coming back 
| mightily in the whistle stops. 

Jack Kelly Co. and Caldwell’s 
| Comedians divide the northern part 
| of Michigan, while the Skippy La- 
| More company and the Norma Gin- 
| navan and Frank Ginnavan troupes 

(brother and sister companies) live 
richly off the heavier population in 


lower Michigan. Tacit agreement 
exists among the companies not to 
|poach on each other's territory. 
| Each, therefore, can cultivate its 


own following. 

| Companies travel in trailers, set- 
ting up own town in the wake of the 
| five trucks, which go through ahead 


| quired. First truck carries the tent; 
second the stage props, 
| piano; third, tent chairs and seats; 
|fourth, all the stage equipment and 
ithe fifth—‘the trouble shooter’— 
carries lighting equipment and tools. 

La More, oldest tent operator in 
these parts, contends the tent show 
isn’t a summer business but a year 
around affair, since owners use the 


| : : cai " 
| wintertime for sifting plays, re- 
furnishing and getting new sets, 
mapping tours, etc. while the 


troupers, called upon only for street 
| clothes, work similar shows in the 
| south. 

Last winter LaMore read through 
approximately 100 plays to find the 
right seven for this season’s tour, 
falling back chiefly on old standbys. 

‘We know what patrons like and 
they don’t change,’ he said. ‘They 
want the hero to marry the heroine, 
the villain to get what’s coming to 
‘him, and plenty of comedy mixed 


, 


in. 


‘Geo. J. Nathan’s $150,000 


| 


| Claim on King Features 








| George Jean Nathan, the drama 
| critic, filed a $150,000 action against 
King Features Syndicate in N. . 7 
supreme court charging breach of 
contract. 

Nathan had contracted in Febru- 
ary, 1936, to write a series of ar- 


ticles for the N. Y. Journal-Amer- 


ican and the Chicago Evening Amer- | 


ican, at $200 per article. He says 


he wrote 107 articles between 1936- | 


40, but the defendants violated the 
contract by selling the articles to 
|other magazines and newspapers. 


‘N.0.’ in St. Loo June 5 


Hollywood, April 22. 

‘New Orleans,’ the Sigmund Rom- 
berg-Oscer Hammerstein 2d play 
with music, is set for an al fresco 
premiere by the Civic Opera group 
in St. Louis June 5. 

Hammerstein returned 
York over the weekend after work- 











to New 


I, thi 


with Romberg 


|for the nine-hours setup time re- | 


wardrobe, | 





‘Gently’ Folding 


‘Treat Her Gently,’ new play star- 
‘ring Ruth Chatterton, which she 
opened in Amarillo, Tex., after tour- 
ing in ‘Pygmalion,’ will close Sat- 
urday (26) in Louisville, Ky. Stated 
that while business was fair, big 
jumps involved too much in trans- 
portation costs to continue further. 

Elaine Ellis, daughter -of Harry 
Oshrin, attorney, interested in ‘To- 
‘bacco Road,’ joined ‘Gently’ after it 
opened. 


MASS. BILL HITS 
SHUBERT AGCY. 
CONNECTION 


Boston, April 22. 
Massechusetts state legislative com- 
mittee on mercantile affczirs has re- 
ported favorably on a bill that would 
prohibit any connection of theatres 
with ticket brokerage companies. 
Apparently directed at the Shu- 
| bert-Herrick situation here, the 
measure, if mede a law, would make 
it illegal for any theatre to be ‘in 
any way directly or indirectly con- 
nected with any theatre ticket agency 
selling tickets at a premium.’ It 
further stipulates that ‘no theatre 
shall sell any ticket at any other 
price then that established as the 
boxoffice price.’ 

















Gert Lawrence’s Illness 
Darkens ‘Lady’ for 3 


Shows; No Ins. Payoff 


When Gertrude Lawrence had an 
| attack of grippe that postponed the 
premiere of the front-running ‘Lady 
in the Dark’ at the Alvin last win- 
ter, Sam H. Harris, the show’s pro- 
ducer, took out insurance on her 
health. Last week the star worked 
lunder difficulties, her vocal chords 
| being so irritated that she lost her 
| voice during Thursday (17) evening’s 
performance. Hysteria over Axis 
|war reverses aggravated her condi- 
tion. Final three performances of 
the week were cancelled, but she re- 
sumed appearances Monday (21). 








The protective insurance did not 
apply to the forced cancellations. It 
appears that the policy, issued by 
Lloyd’s of Lohdon, stipulated that 
unless four consecutive 
ances are cancelled because of ill- 
ness of Miss Lawrence, no damages 
are collectible. Policy calls for re- 
imbursement to the manager at the 
rate of $1,500 per performance if 
more than four times are missed. 
That sum does not cover the cost of 
laying off the show. The three 
missed performances meant 
which has been getting between 
$31,500 to $32,000 weekly. 

Decision to layoff of ‘Lady’ was not 
known on Broadway until noon on 
Friday and caused considerable con- 
fusion, particularly in ticket agency 
circles. Brokers attempted to in- 





| Blodgett’s reply was that: 


perform- | 


about | 


000 off the normal gross of ‘Lady,’ | _. 
$11,¢ off the no le : ve | Fields seeks a next season’s route for 


form their patrons that the show was 


| off. but could not reach all. 
distance calls were made to out of 
town customers, some of whom were 
on their way to New York. 


Norman Pincus, manager of the 


Long |} 


Alvin, quickly arranged to make re- 


funds to those not aware of the star’s 
ilIness. Matter of exchanging tickets 
for subsequent performances was a 
problem, too, because of the show's 


strong advance sale. 


Abbott’s Q.T. Auditions 


For New Holm Musical 


George Abbott and John Cecil 
Holm are auditioning tunesmiths and 
talent at the Barrymore, N.Y., for 
'‘And One for the Lady,’ musical 
|which Abbott hopes to produce in 


September. Book is by Holm, re- 
iwritten from a straight play he 
| scripted some years ago. 
Auditioning is an ‘undercover’ 
affair. no announcement having been 
made of it, and Abbott and Holm 
are listenin only to. especially- 


recommended people. RKO is going 
the 0.0. to the script with the possi- 
bilitv of backing the legit production. 


dorf-Astoria 


Colu a is likely to do the financ- | 


wa ¢ R esn't. 
1 4446 4a 


Koa 
Mm i 


Shumlin-Inspired Move Opposing Suit 


Vs. Authors, But 


No Rift in League 





Crouse, the Jailer 





One of the ak. extras in 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ at the 
Grand, Chicago, was too slow in 
getting across the stage for the 
special comedy curtain ceil, so 
co-producer Russel Crouse kept 
him on the payroll as an ‘al- 
ternate extra.’ Guy turned out 
to be stage-struck, however, and 
slipped into the line at the cur- 
tain opening performance in 
Chicago, despite instructions to 
the contrary. He was warned, 
but did it again second night. 


As that made one more 
‘corpse’ than called for in the 
script, the management now 


locks the over-eager extra in a 
basement room every night. 


UBO Reprisal Vs. 


Fields on Cornelia 








Skinner Routing 





Feeling over William Fields by the 
Erlanger-Shubert controlled United 
Booking Office cropped up again last 
week, when the booking outfit is al- 
leged to have refused to do business 
with him in arranging dates for Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner next season. UBO 
is said to have been aroused against 
Fields because of his activities in 
routing ‘Life With Father independ- 
ently. He is general representative 
for the Playwrights Co., but took 
over the ‘Father’ assignment at the 
request of its producer, Oscar Serlin. 
He has been Miss Skinner’s business 


manager for some time. Fields has 
frankly questioned some UBO 
methods. 


Miss Skinner is presently starring 
in ‘Theatre,’ being tried out by John 
Golden, and that show is in no way 
involved in the controversy. The 
jam arose when Fields sought solo 
dates for Miss Skinner, such engage- 
ments usually being arranged a year 
im advance. Her husband, Alden S. 
Blodgett, was reported to have been 
told by UBO that it would make no 
bookings for the star through Fields. 


Fields is my wife’s manager, in 
whom she and I havé the most im- 


plicit confidence, he being our fully | 


authorized representative. In refer- 
ence to your attitude towards our 
business, which will continue to be 
handled by Mr. Fields, you will have 
to use your own judgment.’ 

Fields charges that the UBO stance 
pressure trick used before by 
certain managers. He regards it as 
a threat against him and others who 
oppose them through ‘ultimatums’ 
directed at their employers. 

Showdown may come soon 


is a 


when 


‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Lunts). 
He will act for the Playwrights and 
Theatre Guild, and if UBO refuses 
to recognize him it may result in the 
show being independently booked, 
regardless of a contract the show has 


| with UBO. 





Lieggy Girls Reprise 
Old Show Numbers 
At Annual N. Y. Ball 


Sixth annual] entertainment-ball of 
Ziegfeld Club, member- 
ship is made up mostly of former 
‘Follies’ girls, was held at the Wal- 
Monday (21), one- 
quarter of the proceeds going to the 
British War Relief fund. Ned Way- 
burn wes in charge of the show. 
principaliy tableau and numbers 
reminiscent of Ziegfeld shows. 

In addition, ‘Wayburn staged a 
lace fashion show billed as ‘Select- 
ing the Trousseau’ and ‘Honeymoon 
to the South.’ For that part of the 
show Powers models were on view 
and the gowns were auctioned, 
bringing from $200 to $300 each. Set- 
tings were supposed to have been 
done by Ben Ali Haggin, who de- 
signed the tableaux in the Ziegfeld 


the whose 


| musicals, but Cheney Johnson re- 
placed. 

The Ziegfeld girls went into action 
when the members from the pro- 


‘William | 


+ 


——_ 


A split in the League of New York 
| Theatres was threatened over the 


| 


| Suit Started by the managerial body 
|against the Authors League and 
| Dramatists Guild on the grounds 
‘that certain features of the revised 
basic contract tend to make the 
| Guild monopolistic. A special meet- 
|ing at the League’s offices was held 
| Monday (21) to discuss a situation 
| which arose with the filing of a pe- 
'tition by certain managers demand- 
ing the withdrawal of the court pro- 
ceeding. 

After consideroble discussion, 
wording of the petition was modified, 
One resolution wes adopted to the 
effect that friendly relations with the 
authors be maintained. Also that the 
Guild agree to meet with the man- 
agers to talk over the disputed 
| points. Court will be asked to fur- 
ther reserve decision on a Guild mo- 
tion and if authors decide to talk it 
over by next Monday (28) the suit 
will be discontinued. 

The petition was inspired by Her- 
man Shumlin, who obtained the sup- 
port of others. Previously most of 
author-managers in the League re- 
signed. In filing the protest, Shum- 
lin added telegrams from Sam H. 
Harris and Max Gordon, both out of 
the city, who supported his action. 
Those who signed the Shumlin peti- 
tion are Arthur Hopkins, John C. 
Wilson, Carly Wharton, Martin 
Gabel, Lester Meyer, Harry Som- 
mers, Sam Byrd and Louis Lotito. 

Contention is that some of the board 
who endorsed the suit are primarily 
theatre managers and not producers, 
but the same thing applies to the 
status of the petitioners. Sommers 
is put in the position of having 
|ordered the court test as a mem- 
| ber of the League’s board and now 
| petitioning for its withdrawal. He 
| is co-manager of the National, where 
| Shumlin’s ‘The Corn Is Green’ is 
| running. Lotito is manager of the 

Martin Beck, conducting the house 
|for Beck’s widow. ‘Watch on the 
| Rhine’ is playing there, it being an- 
| other Shumlin hit. Meyer is also a 
| theatre operator (Empire, ‘Life with 
| Father’). Authors of play, Howard 
| Lindsay and Russel Crouse, resigned 
|from the League when the suit 
started. Mrs. Wharton’s husbend is 
| of the Playwrights, which outfit quit 
| the League when the suit started. 
As stated before, there are a num- 
| ber of producers who have always 
favored agithors feeling they are 
the sources of material without 
which the manager cannot function. 
Shumlin is quoted saying: ‘This 
(suit) is one of the worst things to 
happen around the theatre in many 
years because we exist by virtue of 
playwrights.’ 

Heiman ‘Neutral’ 

Petition was formally addressed to 
Marcus Heiman, president of the 
managers association, who said he 
was neutral in the controversy. Hei- 
man is associated with the Erlanger 
interests, primarily theatre opera- 
tors, but is also a backer of Gordon’s 
productions. Position of James F. 
Reilly, executive secretary of the 
League, is one that must be neutral 
in the situation. 

It is not the first time that diver- 
gent interests in the League have 
cropped up, it being an organization 
of theatre managers and producers 
whose aims are not always along 
‘common lines. Wording of the pe- 
tition states that the legal proceed- 
ing 18 ‘against the best interests of 
the League and the theatrical pro- 
fession in general.’ 











Brentano Staging ‘Bride’ 

Felix Brentano has been signed to 
direct Stage ‘The 3artered 
Bride,’ based on his own version of 
the Smetana opera, for opening in 
Seattle May 23. 

Jarmila Novotna, of the Met opera, 
will sing the title role, while Nor- 
man Cordon and John Carter, also 
from the Met, will appear in the 


and 


{ 





cast. 

ducer’s shows were presented. Peggy 
Wood opened the show with ‘The 
Star-Spangled Banner’ and a pDpa- 


triotic finale hed Ann Mace, posed 
as the ‘Ziegfeld Girl of 1941.’ She is 
the daughter of Annette Mace, for- 
met show girl. Among those who 
stood out were Norma Terris, Harry 
Pileer, Ann Pennington, John Steel, 
Gus Van, Irving Fisher, Gilda Gray, 
James Barton, Vivienne Segal, 
Larry Adler, Harry Richman and 


Hal Leroy. 























“ee 


50 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 23, 191) 





























|_Fewer st 





policy of touring units. Such shows | 
using a name lead and a full sup- 
porting company. played many of) 
the leading strawhats last summer. 


It was rated as profitable for the 


stars and for the sponsors of the 
units, but didn’t work out for the 
theatre ‘managements. Word has 


consequently gone out from straw- 
hat operators that ‘no unics’ will be 
booked and no agents are known to 
be submitting any. 

However, the guest star policy is 
expected to continue as before, but 
most places now demand top names 
capable of giving a star perform- 
ance. Plenty of Hollywvood players 
are said to be available, but few of 
them are deemed strong enough 
legit actors for audiences’ ac- 
customed to Broadway swndards in 
the winter. As before, it appears 
that the reguiur contingent of legit 
names will erry the main brunt of 
the guest-star policy at the leading 
houses. 

$1,000 Suiaries for Names 

Asking prices are said to be about 
$1,500 a week for the top names, 
but the former figure of $1,000 will 
probably be the agreed amount. As 
always, the most popular plays will | 
be the recent Broadway successes, | 
particularly, as in the case of ‘Male 
Animal,’ ‘George Washington Slept 
Here,’ ‘Little Foxes,’ ‘Ladies in Re- 
tirement’ and ‘Man Who Came to} 
Dinner,’ where they haven't yet} 
been filmed. 

Tentative list of strawhats, as cur- 
rently figured, follows: 

Probable Strawhatters 

Abingdon, Va. — Barter theatre. 
Rubert Porterfield will resume as 
d rector this summer. 

Amherst, Mass.—Amherst college. 
Will be der! this season. Harold 
J. Kennedy, last year’s manager, will 





have a snot at Soringfield, Mass., 
this summer. 
Ann Arbor, Mich—Ann Arbor 


Drama festival. Valentine B. Windt 
to direct the short season again this 
year. 

Arden, Del.—Robin Hood theatre. 
Robert C. Schnitzer expected to be 
maneger-director again. 

Braddock Heights, Md.—Mountain 
theatre. Haskell Coffin and James 
Decker are expected to resume as 
directors. 

Branford, Conn.—Montowese play- 
house. Lydia B. Noble will again 
operate the spot. 

Brattleboro, Vt.—Brattleboro play- 
house. Herry L. Young will once| 
more be managing director. 

Cambridge, Mass. — Brattle hall. 
Not known whether John Hunting- | 
don and Miriam Battista will have | 
the spot again. | 

Cape May, N. J.—Cape theatre. | 





T. C. Unham will manage the place | - 


again. | 

Cedarhurst. L. I. — Cedarhurst | 
plavhouse. Not known whether Leo | 
Bulgakov plans another Season as’ 
director. 

Central City, Col—Opere house. | 
Will resume for 10th season. 

Chatham, Mass.—Monomoy thea- | 
tre. Mary B. Winslow will again be | 
managing director. 

Clinton, Conn, — Players theatre. 
Plans not known. Alexander Kirk- 
lard had it lest season. 

Cohasset, Mass.—South Shore play- | 
ers. Mrs. Alexander Dean and Fred | 
Burleigh expected to resume opera- | 
tion of the place. 

Cragsmoor, N. ¥. — Cragsmoor | 
plevers. Hugh Nevill will probably | 
relight it. 

Teer Lake. Pa.—Deer Leake thea- 
tre Plans unknown. John Kenley 
had the svot last year 

Del Monte, Cal.—Del Monte thea- 


tre. To have a summer season, but 
mrroactement is unknown. 

Dennis. Mass. — Cape playhouse. | 
Richard Aldrich to heve the spot 
again 

Penver. Col. — Elitch’s Garden’s. 
Arnold Gurtler will be manager | 
agein this summer. | 


Filicott City, Md.—Hilltop theatre. 
Don Swann was manager lest sum- 
mer. but his pians are unknown. 

Fitchbure, MWass.—Lake Whalom | 
theatre. Guv Palmerton will be back 
again, besides resuming his stock | 
comnanv at Portland. Me. 

Gloucester, Wass. — Bass Rocks | 
theatre. Martin FE. Manulis will re- 
sume as directory. 

Great Neck, L. 1.—Chapel theatre. 
New management reported planning | 
@ seoson. 

Guilford, Conn. — Chanel play- 
house. Justus Addiss and Hayden 
Rovke may hrve the spot again. 

"Yarrison, Me.— Deertrees theatre. 
Be'n Blau, who had the spot the last 
two seasons, died during the winter. 
Not known if anyone else has ob-' 





rawhats This Summer 


—(Continued from page la 


| atre. 


| Dale. 








ee 





tained the theatre, though 
have been trying. 

Harvey’s Lake, Pa.—Harvey's Lake 
players. 
for this year. Edward Ray Downes 
operated it last summer. 

Holyoke, Mass.— Mountain Fark 
Casino. Group of actors has an- 
nounced a co-operative management 
scheme. 


several! 


Ivoryton, Conn. — Ivoryton 
house. Milton Stiefel 
spot for a 13th season, 


play- 
will have the 


Jennerstown, Pa.—Mountain play- | 


house. John Gordon Gage and Fred- 
erick Walker may again operate the 
spot, 


Jutland, N. J.— Hunterdon Hills 


| playhouse. Strawhat folded last sum- 


mer, and nothing has been announced 
for this season. 

Keene, N. H.—Keene Summer the- 
atre. Freeman Hammond will direct 
again. 

Lake Pleasant, N. Y¥.— Tamarack 
playhouse. Malcolm Atterbury will 
manage the spot again. 

Litchfield, Conn. — Litchfield Hill 
theatre. Nothing announced for this 
season, Randolph Preston had it last 
year. 

Locust Valley, L. 1—Red Barn the- 
atre. No plans announced. Stewart 
Chaney and Arthur Hanna operated 
it last season. 

Manteo, N, C.— Roanoke Island. 


|Paul Green’s ‘Lost Colony’ will be 


given for the fifth season. 

Maplewood, N. J.—Maplewood the- 
Cheryl Crawford and John 
Wildberg will again offer a guest- 
star policy. 

Marble Dale, Conn.—Theatre-in-the- 
Louis Townsend has built a 
new theatre over the winter. ; 

Marblehead, Mass.— North Shore 


players. Arthur Pierson will again 
direct, with Hope Newcombe busi- 


ness manager. 

Marion, Mass.—Harbour playhouse. 
Nothing known about plans for this 
summer, 

Matunuck, R. I. — Theatre-by-the- 
Sea. Plans for this season not known. 

Mt, Gretna, Pa.—Mt. Gretna play- 
ers. A.E. Scott and Margaret Mans- 
field expected to resume operation of 


| the spot. 


Mt. Kisco, N. ¥.— Westchester play- 
house. New group reported plan- 


|ning to take over operation of the 


spot, which Day Tuttle and Richard 
Skinner have previously managed. 

Nantucket Island, Mass.—’Sconset 
casino. Not known whether Morgan 
Farley and Bertram Yarborough 
have any plans for this season. 


New Hope, Pa.— Bucks County 
playhouse. Theoron Bamberger and 


Kenyon Nicholson will have the the- 
atre again this summer. 

Newport, R. I.—Casino Civic thea- 
tre, 
to manage the spot again. 
Nuangola, Pa.— Grove 


this season. 
Oak Bluffs, Mass.—Vineyard play- 
ers. Nothing known about plans. 


Oconomowoc, Wis. — Coach House | 
Thoda Crocroft is expected | 


theatre. 
to have the strawhat again. 
Ogunquit, Me. — Ogunquit 
house. Mrs. 
manage the spot and Wes McKee will 
direct. 
Pawling, N. Y¥.—Starlight theatre. 


play- 


Having settled her difficulties with | 
| Equity, 


Maryverne Jones will re- 
sume operation of the house. 

Peterborough, N. H.—Peterborough 
players. Edith Bond Stearns to re- 
sume operation. 

Portland, Me.—Civic theatre. 
Palmerton will again have his stock 
company, besides having a strawhat 


|}at Fitchburg, Mass. 


Princeton, N. J.—McCarter theatre 
No plans announced for the spot. 
operated last year by Warren P. 
Munsell, Jr., who is reported to be 


going to have a theatre near Wash- | 
| ington this season. 


Richmond, Va. — Lyric theatre 


| Hall Shelton again expected to have 
ia summer 


season at this road show 
house. 

Ridgefield, Conn.—New England 
playhouse. Several people reported 
dickering for the house, but nothing 
definite known 

Ridgewood, N. J.—Glen Rock play- 
house. John Triggs will open the 
spot. 

Rye Beach, N. H.—Farragut play- 
ers. Berilla Kerr and Sydney Car- 
ter will again operate the strawhat. 

St. Louis.—Municipal Opera. Rob- 
ert Ross to direct the regular sum- 
mer season, with Richard Berger 
again manager. 

Salisbury, Conn.—-Town hall. Greg 
Mooney is expected to be manager 
for a second season, 

Saratoga, N. ¥.—Spa theatre. Noth- 
ing known about plans for the spot. 


Schenectady, N. Y.—Mohawk 
drama festival. Cancelled for this 
season because of plans for engi- 


Nothing known about*‘plans | 


Mary Louise Elkins is expected 


| 
theatre. | 
toyal C. Stout will relight the house | 


Walter Hartwig will | 


Guy | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Somewhere in France’ (The 








Lest Round’)—Theaire Guild. 
| ‘Women Aren't Angels’—Lee 
Ephriam 
‘The Happy Days’—Raphael 
Hakim 
‘Not in Our Stars’—Experi- 
mental. 
neering courses at Union college 
over the summer. 
Skaneateles, N. Y.— Skaneateles 


Walter Davis and Virginia 
return for 


theatre. 
Franke are expected to 
another season. 

Skowhegan, Me.—Lakewood thea- 
/tre. Melville Burke to operate this 
veteran spot again. 

Southampton, L. I.—Parrish Me- 
morial hall. Not expected to re- 
| light this season. 

Springfield, Mass.—Union House. 
| Harold J. Kennedy planning to de- 
/ but a strawhat here. 

| Spring Lake, N. J.—Community 
| theatre. Watson Barrett may again 
'manage the house, though not with 
Victor Payne-Jennings this time. 

| Stamford, Conn.—Community the- 
latre. Nothing known about plans 
'for the house this summer. 
Stockbridge. Mass.—Berkshire 
|playhouse. William B. Miles will 
again have this key spot. 

Stony Creek, Conn.—Stony Creek 


players. Ronald T. Hammond to be 
back again. 
Suffern, N. Y¥.—County theatre. 


Reported plan for Nate Beers to 
manage, Edward P. Goodnow to di- 
rect, with Olsen and Johnson back- 
ing, has fallen through. Group seek- 
ing another spot. Jean Muir and 
Sanford Meisner to operate this 
strawhat. 

Suffield, Conn.—Band Box players. 
Mary Ann Dentler expected to re- 
sume management of the place for 
| another season. 

Tamworth, N. Y.—The Barnstorm- 
ers. Francis G. Cleveland will op- 
lerate the company again. 

Washington.— Warren P. Munsell, 
Jr., planning a strawhat here. 

Westboro, Mass.—Town Hall play- 
housé. Alan Gray Holmes expected 
to manage the spot again. 

Westboro, Mass.—Red Barn thea- 
tre. New management reported 
| planning a season. 

Westport, Conn.— Country play- 
house. Lawrence Langner and Ar- 
|mina Marshall to be producers, with 
| Richard Skinner business manager 
and Jose Ferrer director. 

White Plains, N. Y.—Ridgeway 
theatre. Dorothy and Julian Olney 
will have the spot again. 

Whitefield, N. H.—Chase 
| playhouse. Torrey McKinney 
| ported pianning another season. 

Woodstock, N.¥.—Woodstock play- 
|house. Robert Elwyn expected to 
return this summer. 





Barn 
re- 





Current Road Shows 
(April 23-May 3) 


‘Accent on Youth’ (Sylvia Sidney) 
—Empire, Syracuse, N. Y. (2-3). 


Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews)— 
Grand, Chicago (23-3). 

‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Marshall) 
—Court Square, Springfield, Mass. 
(23); Bushnell aud., Hartford, Conn. 





Wynn )—Selwyn, Chicago (23-26). 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
—Hartman, Columbus, O. (23); Eng- 
| lish, Indianapolis (24-26); Ameri- 
jcan, St. Louis (28-3). 


| —Taft aud., Cincinnati 
Paramount, Toledo (28): 
Cleveland (29-3). 


(23-26); 


Mun. aud., 
(23-24); Orpheum, Sioux 
Coliseum, Sioux Falls, 
(26); Shrine aud., Des Moines 
Iowa, Cedar 
|}pheum, Davenport 

Minneapolis (30-3). 
| ‘Hope for a Harvest’ § (Fredric 
| March, Florence Elcridse )}—Nation- 
jal, Washington (28-26); Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (28-3). 

‘Life With Father’ (Lillian 
—Blackstone, Chicago (23-3). 

‘Life With Father’ ‘Dorothy Gish) 
—Walnut, Philadelphia (23-3), 

‘Man Who Came te Dinner’ (Alex- 
ander Woollcott’)—Erlanger, Chicago 
(23-26); His Majesty’s, Montreal (28- 
3). 

‘Merry Widow’—Mason, 
geles (23-26). 

‘My Sister 
cago (23-3), 

‘Pins and Needles’-—Mem. aud., 
Louisville (23); Pantheon, Vincennes, 
Ind. (24); Hipp., Terre Haute, Ind. 
(25); Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. (26); 


| ‘Hellzapeppin’ 
| City, Mo. 
City (25); 
o 


hed . 
(27): 


Kansas 


Rapids 


(29); Lyceum, 


Gish) 


Los An- 


Eileen’—Harris, Chi- 





‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von | 


(24): Shubert, New Haven (26-26); 
Forrest, Philadelphia (28-3). 
‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed | 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) | 


Music hall, | 


(28): Or- | 





Inside Stuff—Lesit - 


Two Broadway war dramas pend. One, ‘We Fought at Arques,’ is de. 
'seribed as calling for three sets and a lot of noise. The other is ‘RAF’? 
'which also will be accompanied by plenty of explosion sound effects o;¥- 
| stage. ‘Arques,’ which Metro is to produce, may originate on the Coast, it 
| being figured too heavy for Broadway at this time of the season. Play by 
| Frederick Hazlitt Brennan is budgeted for $40,000. Plan calls for showing 
' it in San Francisco and other California stands and then brought to Broad- 
way early in the fall, but the author originally sought immediate pre- 
sentation in N. Y. Action takes place in London’s East End during a Nazi 
air raid. Last act will probably be revised and Brennan, being on the 
Coast, is another reason for starting it there. 

‘R.A.F.’ will go into production at once. Play was in the hands of Gil- 
bert Miller, but there appears to have been a difference of opinion between 
the showman and Guy Bolton and Ben Hecht over their rewriting of 
William Gay’s original. Rights thereupon passed to Alfred de Liagre, Jr., 
and it is understood that Miller is out entirely. Last week the drama wag 
fully cast with the exception of the leading man. 











Lodewick Vroom, manager of the Miller, N. Y., and George W. Butler, 
lost a suit against the National Broadcasting Co. last week, judgment of 
$134 being filed against them. Plaintiffs averred they had a verbal con- 
tract in the matter of ‘Understudy Hour,’ a radio program which they 
originated with WMCA, and alleged NBC used the idea without remuner- 
ation to them. Court ruled their evidence was not substantial enough 
Notice of appeal was made. 

Vroom is now general manager for Raphael Hakim, who is making his 
legit managerial debut with ‘The Happy Days,’ due into the Miller. Hakim, 
who hails from Paris, came east from Hollywood to present the play by 
Zoe Akins.” With his brother he produced ‘Pepe le Moko,’ foreign film now 
in its ninth week at the World, N. Y., and from which the Holly woodian 
‘Atgiers’ is a remake. 





Theatrical Managers & Agents union still awaits a ruling from the 
American Federation of Labor as to its status outside New York, but has 
around 60 house managers working in other stands who are said to be 
in good standing. While TMA is not in the position of enforcing its reg- 
ulations outside the state, all legit shows originating in N. Y. must have 
company managers and agents who are members. When shows starting 
elsewhere come to Broadway, TMA people must be enggsed if the shows 
are not already so staffed. 

At the time the union was hypoed by the boxoffice people joining, there 
was a drive for membership that extended to the Coast. After the treas- 
urers withdrew and formed their own union as an arm of the stagehands 
union, the out-of-town ticket members just forgot the matter. Union had 
been instructed by the A.F.L. to discontinue out-of-town proselyting. 





Oscar Serlin, whose ‘Life With Father,’ one of the top money-getters 
Im a generation, was derived from a book, is looking to that source for 
future production material rather than original scripts. Young showman 
has acquired the stage rights to four books, ‘Nijinsky,’ ‘Dutch Vet,’ ‘AP’ and 
‘The Family,’ latter pair his most recent purchases. ‘Family’ is a novel by 
Nina Fedorava and won last year’s Atlantic Monthly prize of $10,000 
‘Father originally appeared as a series in the New Yorker. ‘AP,” by Olive: 
Gramling, may be SerlTin’s first production next season. William A. Kin- 
ney aided in writing the story of the Associated Press. 

Another book, ‘The Snark Was a Boojum,’ by Richard Shattuck, de- 
scribed as a comedy mystery yarn, is also aimed for the stage. The rights 
have been acquired by Alex Yokel and Emil Friedlander of Dazian’s 
| ‘Nijinsky” was never dramatized, Cifford Odets, who had the assignment, 


‘being ‘temperamentally upset.’ No playwrights for the four books have 
been set. 








‘It Happens on Ice,’ which recently resumed at the Center, Radio City 
started the repeat engagement mildly despite a speedier performance than 
the original version. Press was uniformly better than when the rink show 
first opened, but the re-entry was late in Lent and Holy Week attendance 
was the lowest than at any time since ‘Ice’ opened. Fac’ that the show 
was out of town for four weeks and returned without Joe Cook may ex- 
plain why the revue has been slow in winning back audiences. . 

Last week, second full week of ‘Ice,’ there was an improvement, gross 
being around $26,000. That level was reached because of extra matinees, 
there being 13 performances.in all. Based on the heavy draw of the show 
during New Year's week, it was hoped to repeat on Easter week, but busi- 
ness was away under that volume. ‘Ice’ is not under uquity regulations, 
so no extra pay applied to the company. , 

Christmas,’ which opened doubtfully at the Morosco, 
for $25,000, four backers investing $6,250 each. Thev 
are Courtney Burr, who presents the comedy; Howard Culiman, Robert 
} Lehman (kin of the governor) and Paramount. After playing a week in 
Boston the show arrived on Broadway with the production outlay totaling 
| $13,500. In addition to that there was around $5,000 cash on hand and 
~ deposited with Equity to guarantee salaries. 

Understood that several picture companies are interested in bidding for 
| the film rights, those mentioned being RKO, Par and 20th-Fox. 4 


| 





‘The Night Before 
|N. Y., was budgeted 


Kenneth Hyatt, former managing director of the Center, Radio City, 
N.Y., is now in the army service. He is in charge of one of the largest 
military projects under construction, located in the middle west. 
| Hyatt was once a naval lieutenant. After the Center assignment he 


| was with the Radio City realty department, but resigned about the first 
of the year. 








| Davidson, Milwaukee (27-3). 


+ton)—Bijou, Knoxville, Tenn. (23); 
*Rose-Marie’—Shubert, Boston (28- | Bijou, Chattanooga (24); Ryman 
3). j}aud., Nashville (25): Mem. aud, 
San Carlo QO) era—Indiana U. aud., | Louisville (26). 
Bloomington, Ind. (23-24); Syria ‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes 
Mosque, Pittsburgh (25-26): Royal | Maurice Evans )—American, St. 
Alexandra, Toronto (28-3). Louis (23-26): Parkway, Madison, 
‘Somewhere in France’ (Dudley | Wis. (28-29): Pabst, Milwaukee (30- 


Digges, Kare) Morley )—National., 


9 
oO). 


Washington (28-3), Sn ee 
‘Student Prince’—Cass, Detroit 

(23-26}; Ford’s, Ford’s, Baltimore N ( D 

(28-3), | ame Loncert Dates 
‘Theatre’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner) | (April 23-30) 

—Ford’s, Baltimore (23-26); Ply- | 





mouth, Boston (28-3). | 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne )—Forrest, 
Philadelphia (23-26); Community, 
Hershey, Pa. (28); Rajah, Reading, 


James Melton—(With Bidu Sayao), 
Syria Mosque, Pittsburgh (29). c 

Grace Moore—Palacio de Belles 
Artes, Mexico City (23). 


Pa. (29); Boyd, Bethlehem, Pa. (30): Paul Robeson—Constitution hall, 
Klein aud., Bridgeport, Conn. (1); a nee «=(ES); Carnegie hell. 
Shubert, New Haven (2-3). N. ¥. (29). 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- Albert Spalding—Union H. S., 


Phoenix, Ariz. (23); Junior H. S., 
Roswell, N. M. (24)%.Michigan State 
college, East Lansing, Mich. (28): 
Masonic Temple, Freeport, Il. (30). 

Gladys Swarthout — Mun. Aud., 


ing)—Biltmore, Los Angeles (23- 
26); Russ aud., San Diego (28); Civic | 
aud., Pasadena (29); Utah, Salt Lake | 
City (1); aud., Denver (3). 
‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 


Plymouth, Boston (23-26); Court | San Antonio, Texas (24); Waco hall. 
Square, Springfield, Mass. (28-30);| Waco. Texas (26). 
Plymouth, Worcester, Mass. (1); Lawrence Tibbett — Athletic cen- 





Warner, Laurence, Mass. (2-3). 


ter, Charleston college, Charleston, 
‘Treat Her Gently’ (Ruth Chatter- 


S. C. (30). 


+* 
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Chi Legit Nosedives; Wynn $11,000: 
Closing ‘Boys But ‘Arsenic’ Gets 166 





Chicago, April 22. 

Business took a general nosedive 
in the legit sector last week, with all 
grosses off. Inexplicable, because the 
weather was great throughout the 
week, with the exception of Saturday 
matinee. 

Two houses went dark Saturday 
(19), the Erlanger shuttering after a 


poor fortnight with ‘Man Who Came | 


to Dinner’ and the Studebaker dim- 
ring after a meek fortnight with 
‘See My Lawyer.’ 

This depletes the current list of 
shows to four, and of these another 
will drop out on Saturday (26). This 
will be ‘Boys and Girls Together,’ 
which has had an unfortunate stay of 
it and will quit after four weeks. 
Rather than take a chance on the 
road, now that the warm weather is 
here, Ed Wynn will close the show. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Grand (2d 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Smash money 
click here and will be in town for a 
long time at the pace. Despite damp- 
ened legit ardor last week, this one 
went up to $16,000. 


‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Selwyn 
(3d week) (1,000; $3.30). For some 
reason this show failed to ga® started. 
Drew great notices and was given 
great exploitation and publicity, but 
to no avail. Even the balcony trade 
was poor, unusual for a musical. 
Will close Saturday (26). Last week, 
n.g. $11,000. 


‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(60th week) (1,200; $2.75). This is 
the granddaddy of them all and can 
easily be excused for its downward 
money trend after all these weeks. 
Still a wonder for its age, however, 
at more than $11,000. Five more 
weeks, 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Er- 
langer’ (2d and final week) (1,300; 
$2.75). On closing week notice man- 
aged to snare some trade, but alto- 
gether an unhappy fortnight, finish- 
ing under $8,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’* Harris 
week) (1,000: $2.75). Was off with 
the rest of the town, but still indi- 
cates plenty healthy undertone with 
more than $12,000 claimed. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Studebaker (4th 
and final week) (1,200; $2.75). Went 
a month in town, but closed down 


rather than buck apparent legit 
slump. Low nut show finished at 
$4,500. 





HAYES-EVANS SMASH 
$25,500 IN DETROIT 


Detroit, April 22. 

Playing to capacity for all eight 
performances in its six days at the 
Cass, ‘Twelfth Night,’ with the draw 
of Helen Hayes and Maurice Evans. 
took down estimated great $25,500 at 
$3.30 top. 

Following it in Sunday (20) was 
‘Student Prince,’ which will add to 
its local pull since it is starring Bar- 
bara Scully, 17-year-old 
Top for evening is set at $2.75, with 
mats going at $1.65. 








‘Pins’ N.G. 2G in Col. 


Columbus, April 22. 

Hartman, at tail end of season, had 
a strictly n.g. three days (17-19) with 
‘Pins and Needles,’ four perform- 
ances pulling but an estimated $2,000 
at $1.65 top. 

Current is ‘Cabin in Sky’ (21-23), 
which closes house for year. 





N. G. $3.000 in Indpls. 
Indianapolis, April 22. 
‘Pins and Needles,’ at the English 
at $1.50 top, got poor $3,000 the first 
half of last week here in three nights 
and Wednesday matinee. 


JACK 
DURANT 


Featured in GEORGE ABBOTT'S 


“PAL JOEY” 


Barrymore Theatre, New York 


























ROSALIND IVAN 


in “THE CORN IS GREEN" 
NATIONAL THEATRE, N. Y. 





+. 
v 


(9th | 


Detroiter. | 








“DuBarry’s’ Twin City Nix 
Hypoes Milw. Take to 216 








Milwaukee, April 22. 
When Minneapolis and St. Paul | 
| banned ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ they | 
gave Milwaukee a real break, for the | 
originally scheduled three-day date 
at the Davidson here was extended 
to six days and, despite the late ex- 
tension and lack of adequate time to 
plug it, the Bert Lahr show at $3.30 
top in the 1,500-seater grossed ap- 
proximately $21,000, regarded as re- 
markable this late in the season, 
Critics took gentle gibes at the 
virtue of the Twin Cities and opined 
that Milwaukee was no worse off, 
nor any better, for ‘DuBarry’ having 
been here. A number of Minneap- 


olis people came all the way here to 
see the show. 








| second act’s first scene. 





‘HARVEST GOOD 
$18,000 IN HUB 


Boston, April 22. 
‘Hope for a Harvest,’ starring 
Fredric March and Florence Eldridge, 
showed pleasing strength in its sec- 


-ond-final tryout week here; and re- 
vival of ‘Rose Marie’ drew fair trade, 
despite negative word-of-mouth. Re- 
turn engagement of “Tobacco Road’ 
attracted disappointing biz, but 








enough to warrant a second stanza. 
‘Student Prince’ is mentioned for 





vance booking sheet clearly indicates 
| Estimates for Last Week 
000 for closing week, staunchly sup- 


ported by the Guild subscription list. 
‘Rose Marie,’ Shubert (lst wk) 


| rehearsal, and $12,500 for the first 
week rates as okay. 

| ‘Tobacco Road,’ Plymouth (1st wk) 
(1,480; $1.65)—-Apparently the previ- 
} ous 

| milked the cream off the biz for this 
one. Opening week $8,500; stays for 
one more. 





Met Op Chose te Record 
_ "39 Gross in Cleveland 


Cleveland, April 22. 

| Metropolitan Opera Co. did not 
| pass the record it hit here in 1939, 
when it grossed $188,092, but it came 
remarkably close to it last week by 
rolling up an attendance of approxi- 
mately 68,000 in eight performances 
; at the local civic auditorium. Four 
were complete sell-outs. 

After singing in ‘Tristan und 
Isolde’ and ‘Die Walkuere,’ Kirsten 
Flagstad left for New York to board 
the Dixie Clipper for a trip to Nor- 
way. She will join her lumberman 
husband, Henry Johansen, in Oslo 
and plans to do a concert or two, re- 
turning in September. 

















——— 


| Durbin-Paul | 


———___ Continued from page 2am 








from the church and later at a 
Beverly-Wilshire hotel reception. 
Best man was Elwood Bredell, 
Peul’s half-brother. Mrs. Clarence 
Heckman, sister of the actress, was 
matron of honor. Bridesmaids in- 
cluded Gene Read, Helen Parrish, 
Anne Gwynne, Anne Shirley, Mrs 
Marvin Bradley and Mrs. 
King. Ushers were John 
| Thomas King, Reed Gattman, Robert 
' Ross, Claude Fisher, Howard Chris- 
| tie, and Joseph McDonough. 
| Miss Durbin came down the 
|church aisle on the arm of her 
|father, James Durbin, Ceremony 
| was a double-ring one, heightened 
by the color of a full male choir 
| and ended by recitation of the Lord's 
| Prayer. Church was magnificently 


long run here and the -film | 


the Opera House soon, but the ad- | and is operating the house. 
the current season’s on its last legs. | Setting the combo by. 
| Operetta at Woolworth prices brought 


‘Hope for a Harvest,’ Colonial (2d | fair $2,500 for third and final stanza. 
| wk) (1,643; $3.50)—Took nifty $18,- | ‘Merry Widow’ replaces (23). 


‘iene Matie? Shubert ist") “HELL? GREAT $29,000 | 


to production that had only a week’s | 


Chatterton Not Treated 
Gently at Memphis B. 0. 


Memphis, April 22. 

Ruth Chatterton, starring in ‘Treat 
Her Gently,’ was no boxoffice wow 
at the Ellis Auditorium Saturday 
(19) for two performances. At esti- 
mated $1,500 gross there was plenty 
of red ink, the first the municipal 
aud has had this season. 

Miss Chatterton did give localites 
something of a thrill, however, in} 
her undressing bit at the end of the | 








SAROYAN GETS 
RAVES, FAIR 
11G IN LA. 


Los Angeles, April 22. 

In spite of rave notices by bulk of 
the local dailies, the Eddie Dowling 
show, ‘Time of Your Life,’ by Wil- 
liam Saroyan, is just hitting fair 
business at the Biltmore, where it 
winds up a scheduled two weeks’ run 
(26). However, both show and house 
will make some money. 

‘Gas Light’ wound up a little bet- 
ter than six weeks at the Hollywood 
Playhouse (19) and may tour west- 
ern Canada. After three weeks of 
‘Rose Marie’ at picture prices, Mason 
switches to ‘The Merry Widow’ (23). 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Biltmore 
(1,636; $2.75) (1st wk). Eddie Dowl- 
ing-Julie Haydon in Saroyan’s com- 
edy that won two prizes in N. Y. 
garnered mild $11.000 here on initial 
week, and will likely dip several 
grand on second-final stanza. 

‘Gas Light,’ Playhouse, Hollywood 
(1,142; $1.65). English meller with 
all-British cast made a few dollars 
for George Shafer, who produced 
Final 
week dipped to around $2,500, just 





‘Rose Marie’ Mason (1,800; 59c). 


| 





IN 2D ST. LOUIS WK. 


St. Louis, April 22. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ brushed aside such 
opposish as ‘Don Giovanni,’ present- 
ed by the St. Louis Grand Opera 
Assn., a recital by Nelson Eddy, two 
days of rain and hot weather, and | 
finished the last of a two-week stand 
at the American Saturday (19) oe | 
establishing another new high b.o. | 
take for the current season. Nine 
performances copped an estimated | 
$29,000 and brought the total for the | 








|} engagement to $56,500. 


| 


Thomas 
Rogers, | 


| decorated with flowers and great | 


' cathedral tapers filled the length of 
\the aisle. Pair left immediately 
' after reception for month’s honey- 
moon, destination secret. 





Deanna’s Radio Bids 
Hollywood, April 22. 
Mitchell Hamilburg has left for 
New York to talk a radio deal for 
Deanna Durbin. 
Several advertising agencies are 
interested. 


| 


' 


Helen Hayes and Maurice Evans, | 
in ‘Twelfth Night,’ are current. 


‘Cabin’ $15,000, Under | 


Expectations in Pitt! 


Pittsburgh, April 22. 

While ‘Cabin in the Sky’ bettered 
an even break at Nixon, take of $15,- 
000 wasn’t quite up to expectations 
for Easter Week. Figured that combo 
of Ethel Waters—‘Mamba’s Daugh- 
ter’ had its best week on the road 
here last season—holiday and rave 





notices would produce more than 
that, but they didn’t start coming | 


until near end of engagement and 
by that time it was too late to ac- | 
count for sock biz. 

Nixon currently 


has annual U. of 


Pittsburgh Cap and Gown musical, | 
‘Head Over Heels,’ and next week 
winds up ATS subscription series of 
six plays with ‘Hope for Harvest.’ 
Following that. season itself winds 
up with ‘DuBarry Was a Lady.’ 


‘Prince’ 8G in Cincy 


Cincinnati. April 22. 

Hot weather last week hurt ‘Stu- 
dent Prince’ at the Cox. Take for 
the week was approximately $8,000 
of an expected $12,000 pull. Top was 
$1.65. 

Two musicals here this week. ‘Pins 
and Needles’ is in the 1.400-seat Cox | 
for a three-night stretch, ending to- 


night (22). Top is $1.65. From | 
Wednesday (23) through Saturday | 
(26). Bert Lahr, starring in ‘Du 


Barry Was a Lady,’ tenayts the 2,500- 
seat Taft auditorium at $3.30 top. 


. , | 

Dante 12G in Mont’l | 
Montreal, April 22. | 

Six nights and two mats last week | 
realized estimated smash $12,000 at 


$2 top for magician Dante at His 
Majesty’s and show is held over for, 


another week currently. r 


It was top take for the year so far | 


in legit here. i 


'shows' which 


Rhine’ $19,000, ‘Arsenic’ $16,600, 
Corn 17/46, Eileen’ 16,6, All Big 
Despite Bway Easter Wk Dip 





Easter business wa. disappointing. 
Grosses advanced only for 
inserted extra mati- 
nees, with one or two exceptions, 


Estimates for Last Week 


week) (C-1,107; $1.10). 


counting in the gross, which picked 


(283d 
Said to have 
turned a slight profit with takings 
bit over $5,000; road show still get- 


those | up to $17,500. 


‘Tebacco Road,’ Forrest 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R| ting the gravy. 


(Revue), M 
O (Operetta). 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(15th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Hign 
among the straight shows and only 
those in larger houses getting more 
money; $16,600, which is capacity. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (10th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Business’ generally 
strong though not capacity; the gross 
went up by virtue of an extra per- 
formance; $14,500 in nine times. 

‘Flight to the West,’ Royale (D- 
1,047; $1.10,. Final and 17th week; 
fared mildly when at the Guild; 
moved here with ticket scale slashed 
two-thirds; climbed to even break at 
$6,000, then slipped back. 

‘Hellzapoppin,” Winter Garden 
(135th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Olsem 
and Johnson will withdraw after this 
week; plan calls for staying into 
summer, however; up somewhat; 
$22,000. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ 
week) (repeat engagement) (R- 
3,087, $2.75). Played 13 perform- 
ances last week; business fairly ckay, 
with count around $26,000; could 
have gotten plenty more. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (31st 
week) (D-1,016: $3.30). Was an 
early arrival and continued despite 
doubtful notices; mild grosser that 
may stay balance of season regard- 
less; $5,500 estimated. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin 
week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Friday and 
Saturday performances’ cancelled 
through indisposition of star, Ger- 
trude Lawrence; that lopped about 
$12,000 from last week’s gross; $20,- 
000. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire 
week) (C-1,005; $3.30). 


(Musical), F (Farce), 


Center (3d 


(13th 


(75th 
Improved 


| more than most others and certainty 


for another summer; gross quoted at 
$17,500. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 
(47th week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Im- 
proved more than any other show 
on list; that’s happened before with 
this stayer after pre-holiday dip; 
quoted at $24,000, or $5,000 over 
Holy Week, which was somewhat 
overestimated. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (19th week) (C-1,013; $3.30). 
Better money here ,to a lesser de- 
gree; $9,500, which is said to have 
earned a profit for both house and 
show. 


‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield (17th | 


week) (R-1,000; $3.30). Coast revue 
has been in the moderate money 
division since opening; around $9,000: 
gets by with operating costs revised 
downward. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (17th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Got share of 
what holiday improvement there 
was: quoted over $16,500. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco (14th 
week) (C-1,000; $3.30). Expected to 
play well into next month and will 
probably pay off production before 
then: moderate coin around $9.000. 

‘My Fair Ladies,’ Hudson. Taken 
off Saturday (19) afte playing four 
tepid weeks. 

‘Native Son,’ St. James (4th week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). Rated around $15.,- 
500; improvement in gross because 
of extra matinee; maragement ex- 
pectant of keeping show well into 
summer period; business very good 


| for heavy drama. 


‘Night Before Christmas,’ Morosco 


| (2d week) (C-939; $3.30). First full 
week no better than expected after 
| disappointing opening; estimated 


around $4,500. 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ Broadhurst 
(16th week) (C-1,142; $3.30). Better 
somewhat last week, but hardly good 
enough and last two weeks an- 
nounced: takings around $7,500. 

‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Windsor 


costs little: around $4,500 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (17th week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Picked up some over 
Holy Week slack, but like others did 


not fully come back; rated slightly 


over $19,000. 


‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (25th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Bit better 
here, too, but net up to previous | 


leadership pace; got best money last 


week at $29,000. 

‘Separate Rooms’ Plymouth 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Over $6,000 
for this stayer, which may out-foot 
others and stay into another sum- 
mer; most popular show among cut- 
raters and gets agency trade, too. 

‘The Beautiful People, Lyceum 
(C-1,004; $3.30). Presented by Wil- 
liam Saroyan; written by him; 
opened Monday (21) after week of 
previews; some high praise; other 
notices questionable. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (2fst 
week) (D-1,162;. $3.30). 


for early success, an extra matinee 


‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (3d 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). New drama 


| hit and likely prize winner mowed 





| week, 


up another notch at boxoffice; better 
than $19,000 recorded; virtual ca- 
pacity. 

REVIVALS 

‘The Docter’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
(6th week) (C-1,405; $3.30). Came 
back much better than the field; 
takings estimated around $22,000 
level; great money for old Shavian 
work. 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (27th week) 
(C-1,064; $3.30). Had two extra 
matinees carded last week, but 
dropped one because of warm 
weather; rated over $8,000, which is 
profitable. 

ADDED 

‘Not in Our Stars,’ Biltmore. Writ- 
ten by George Corey; presented by 
Experimenta] Theatre; one perform- 
ance Friday (25) afternoon. 


LUNTS, 318,000, 
FAIR IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 22. 

Easter Week was big for the legit- 
ers here. There were only two of 
them open, but they beth hit the 
bullseye. 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ with 
the Lunts, did fairly good first week’s 
trade at the Forrest, although ex- 
tent of gross was held down by fact 
show was on ATS subscription re- 








duced scale. “Life With Father’ 
went up again after the Lenten 
slump. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Life With Father,’ Walnut (7th 
week) (1,400; $2.85). Didn’t jum 
during holiday going as expecte 
Rated around $16,500, but big enough, 
Slated through May. 


‘There Shalit Be No Night,’ For- 
rest (lst week) (1,800: $2.85). Lunts 
pulled $18,000. ATS subscription 


scale held down gross. This week’s 
total will also be held down by 
rental of house to Philly Forum first 
two nights of week. 


‘Blossom,’ in 11th Balto 
Visit, Good $10,300 


Baltimome, April 22. 

its eleven‘'h visit last 
‘Blossom Time’ attracted 
steady response to Ford’s in spite of 
mid-summer weather. Scaled at 





Back for 


| $2.22, it drew satisfactory gross es- 
| timated at $10,300 in the 1,900-seater. 


| follow in 


| (10th week) (C-893; $3.30). May be | 

lusing some of the picture rights 
money to keep -going and_e “so 

| strengthen stock rights: however, 


(56th 


Better figure , 


Season’s windup is figured to be 
most bullish in years. On tap cur- 
rently is John Golden's ‘Theatre,’ 
with Cornelia Otis Skinner. Set to 
order are “The Student 
Prince,’ ‘Hope For a Harvest,’ with 
Frederic March, and ‘DuBarry Was a 
Lady.” all at Ford’s. 
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CO-STABRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 


“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 











ON TOUR 
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Mot.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way. New York 























LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, April 23, 1941 





“A devastating 


portrait of a 
- 100% heel.” 


-ABEL GREEN 


AN EXTRAORDINARY FIRST 


BUDD 
SCHULBERG 





an tinting 


N. Y. HERALD TRIBUNE 
BOOKS: Written in the best 
Hecht-MacArthur wise- 
cracking style... Sammy 
deserves honora 
among the rogues of Amer- 


ican fiction.” 


DELPHIA RECORD: 
“The most prom 
novel since Appointment im 
Samarra. Budd Schulberg 
writes like James M. Cain 
and John O’Hara at their 





ma NEW YORK TIMES BOOK 
REVIEW: “Unquestionably 
one of the most 1 
and promising first novels 
ar in several years. 


B> DOROTHY PARKER: “Ic has 
understanding, pity, savage- 
ry, courage and sometimes 


a strange high bea 





wa> JOSEPH HENRY JACKSON: 
“Don’t miss it!” 7 
—San Francisco Chronicieé 

































A RANDOM HOUSE BOOK 








Literati 





Buenos Aires Herald's Ins-Outs 
In-again out-again expatriate U. S. 








staff on the Buenos Aires Herald, 
largest English-lenguage newspaper 
in South America, has many ex- 
Farisians comparing it with the old 
English-language Paris Herald, which 
used to be a journalistic catch-all 
for newspapermen down to their last 
sou 
Herald hes been getting staffers 
from the States via almost every 
b M: their way 
jown fo America. 
Latest w nson who 
vorked h a steward 
Bost and joined the ccble 
thout b ‘thering to tell the 
mn when he'd be back. Re- 





the States recently on the 
same ship he had Sidney 
Wise, from L. A., who came down 
as a farepaying passenger, recently 
worked his way back to New York 
on a Norwegian ship. 

Reginal Meek, 2 former reporter 
on the Herald, hiked his way home 
through the Brazilian jungle and has 
since beer writing travel pieces for 
| U. S. and Canadian sheets. Lives in 
| Montreal. T. P. Noun, one-time re- 
| porter for the Herald, also worked 
las a steward to get beck to a job 
| 


jumped 


on the Washington Post. 


and now with 
| Reuter’s, travelled so frequently as 
_a steward that he was once promoted 
'to head of the pantry. 
Stocks, one-time Herald reporter, 
was unable to be sent back to Eng- 


| the foreign desk 


the RAF on arrival. 


Herald saleries, somewhat on a 


par with those of the old Paris Her- | 


ald, don’t permit much first-class 
| travel. Other U. S. citizens on the 
i staff include John MHoopengarner. 
| Indianapolis: Joyce Stewart. Utica. 
|N Y., and Ray Josenhs. Philadelphia. 
ithe latter being Variety mugg in 
|S. A. 


Britain’s News-Sheet Saving 
All news sheets’in England are 
being held to four pages starting this 
|month. Sunday editions alone are 
permitted to double this spread. 

Restricting has seen two of the 
leading dailies, Times and Telegram, 
deliberately cutting 
| rather than sacrifice considered news 
| value. They’re meeting the shortage 
| that way. 
| sixth cut in its reader coverage, .is- 
|suing a special apology while set- 
ting out policy of news first. Tele- 
| graph used same approach to the 
problem. These leaders are asking 
| readers to ‘pass your copy on’; stunt 
will likely have some sway on the 
advertising question, which is being 
closely watched. 
| Effect of the rationing has seen 
little or no change in style of make- 
up with the average dailies: tabloids 
are cutting picture space by nixing 
the two-column d 





spread; strips have 
been retained; news goes in sum- 
marized form under a catchy head 
| Labor groups are expecting a re- 
| shuffle among workers as result of 
| the restrictions. Unions are 


} 
steps to ensure, wherever possible 
|men are absorbed into press work 


for government. 

| —_—_———_ 

J. P. McEvoy’s Ptomaine 
Attack of ptomaine forced post- 


| ponement for about 10 days of J. P. 
| McEvoy’s return to the Coast from 
New York. Writer and his wife 


} were counting on heading west over 


, , - : 
|} last weekend. They have been east 


about two months, with most of the 


tir 


time being 


spent in Washington, 
where McEvoy was gathering ma- 
| terial for film and mag yarns 
Scrivener is now recuperating at 
his farm near Tuxedo, N Y ind 
goes from there to Malibu for the 
| Well, Pop? 
| The grievance committee of the 


Philly-Camden Newspaper Guild last 
|; week went to bat with J. Devid 
| Stern, publisher of the Philly Rec- 
| ord, for a member who had been 
| docked while sick, which was al- 
leged to be a violation cf the Guild 
contract. 

The 





member defended by the 
‘Guild was Jill Stern, daughter of 
the publisher. A former thesp, Miss 
Stern has been working as a re- 


porter for the past three months on 
her dad’s sheet. 





| ‘Variety’-‘Clipper’ Files 

New York Publie Library’s switch 
files on : 
avenue 


| of its 
(91) 


newspaper 


Monday 
from Fifth 


and 42d 











Benjamin | 
Sowell, from Missouri, formerly on 


Thomes 


land as a volunteer and worked his | 


, r y ; ~+} q ry h | e . 
way over as a steward, enlisting with | 4 nseles Times, recuperating from a 
| 


circulation | 


Times instigated a one- | 


taking 


‘street to 137 W. 25th street did not 


affect the bound volumes of VARIETY. 
They remain available to the public 
by applying to room 315 in the Fifth 
ie headquarters, 


avenue 


Library has files of Variety back 


first issue in 1905 and of the 
York Clipper, which merged 
VARIETY in 1922, back to 1865. 





LITERATI OBITS 
Sidney Houston, 46, editor of the 
Star 
tor 
war 
hj 


1is home 


s and Stripes and associate edi- 
of the National Tribune, both 
veterans’ publications, died at 
in Upper Marlboro, Md., 
last week of a heart attack, 

James R. Bolton, 88, retired New 
England newspaper executive and at 
time associated with the New 
Haven Palladium end publisher of 
the Lynn (Mass.) News, died April 
16 at his home in New Haven. 

John W. 


one 


Hiltman, 79, chairman of 


the board of the D. Appleton-Cen- 
tury Co., died April 15 in New York 
after a brief illness. A veteran in 


the publishing field, he was the first 


president of the National Association | 


of Book Publishers. 
CHATTER 

Frank Taylor ogling the Holly- 
wood scene for Satevepost material. 

John Erskine has con.pleted a new 
novel, ‘Venus, the Lonely Goddess.’ 

Harold 
editorial 
magazine. 


Lee Shippey, 


J. Salemson is new Coast 
representative of Friday 
columnist on Los 
major operation, 

Jack Malloy, Hearst newspaper 
executive, sunning at Palm Springs 
before returning to his job in Chi- 
cago after a visit to San Simeon. 

Walter ‘Buck’ Coyle, for years city 
editor of the old Akron Times-Press, 
announced -his candidacy for the 
Democratic nomination for mayor of 
Akron, 


James Ramsey Jiimen, SEPost 
writer and co-producer on Broad- 


way of ‘Men in White,’ has completed 
new juvenile book of stories about 
various mountains, 

Thoda Cocroft, head of the Thea- 
tre Guild’s Chi office, authored 
‘Great Names (And How They Are 
Made),’ which Dartnell Press ($3) 
just brought out. 

Merguerite Lyon, copywriter with 
the Henri, Hurst & McDonald agency, 
Chicago, has written a book on Ozark 
farming. under the tag of ‘Take to 
the Hills,’ to be published May 1 by 
Bobbs-Merrill. 





‘Barkeep’s Lament | 


— Continued from page ! 





to cost him a round to 
ever h brought the subject up. 
‘What's with the business. 
The boys are drinking as much beer 
as ever, ain’t thev?’, the Goon in- 
quired, seeing he had Louie on the 
run for a setup. 
‘Ach, it ain't the 
the business,’ Louie 
used to be I wined 


was going 
ave 


wrong 


money part, it’s 
expanded. ‘It 


my own bar, I 


| polished my own glasses and I drew 


I ain't 
one-man 


But no more 
run a 


my own beer. 
got time I 
amusement ] 


‘I don’t 


tte 
potta 


ark.’ 
getcha, Louie,’ elucidate,’ 


the Goon requested, noting that the 
bartender was waiting for Louie’s 
eye to give tne §s genal for filling "em 
up. 

‘Well,’ Louie started, realizing that 
the house ound was a lost cause 
anyho first I got the jukebox I 
have to pa attention to and make 
change for Then I g a picture 
machine with fight pictures I gotta 
tend every time the film gets off the 


sprocket and when that’s okay 
there’s the miniature bowling alleys 
to Watch over, the pinball games, the 
cigarette machine, the peanut ma- 
chine, the anti-aircraft machine gun 
and God knows what else. 
‘But now comes the worst. 
a fellow who sends me a circular 
from Milwaukee with an idea. 


should make pictures of you muggs 
drinking at my bar. Then I show 
the pictures next week. It’s so you 
guys come back to see yourself in 
the movies and you should buy an- 
other beer and maybe bring your 
friends to see you and you should 
buy them a beer. 


‘Now I should run a theatre too. | 


When am I going to have time to sell 
beer? 
‘Ach, what a business.’ 


| bum. 


| 


He} 
wants to sell me a movie camera I! 


Plays on 


——_., 


Broadway 








| The Beautiful People 





average playgoer wondered what it 


was all about; the same applies to| 
‘People,’ which is akin to ‘Highlands’ | 


in more than one way. New work 
is somewhat shorter than the aver- 
age drama, but there is plenty of 


wordage in it. 


Most of the characters are of shift- 
less type and seem distinctly screwy. 
Play is enacted within a set remind- 

| ful of ‘Highlands,’ an openface house 
| showing the living room, porch and 
iyard of a house on the outskirts of 
|San Frane:sco. Played in two acts, 
ithe curtain is dropped briefly to de- 
note a slight change in time, once in 
each act, 


Play is chiefly about one Jonah 
Webster, Gwen, his 15-year-old son, 
and Agnes, 17, a dawghter, who is 
known to sock any male who makes 
advances to her. Suddenly she tells 
of a youth who attracts her, and 
romance arrives. If ‘People’ is clear 
about anything it is the awakening 





of love in the maiden, who comes 
home _ sorrowfully because’ she 
| doesn’t know who the fellow is. 
| Later, she is joyful, having found 


| her man. 


But Agnes is different from other 
girls because she looks after the 


mice in the place and, according to | 


the boy, there are a thousand or 
more. They call her ‘St. Agnes of 
{the Mice’ and she believes they 
| bring her flowers and spell her name 
| on the floor with the blooms feally 
| it is the kid brother who does that 
trick and Aggie certainly doesn’t 
seem that nutty otherwise. 


As for Owen he has had no school- 


, ing, but thinks he’s an author, being | 


| billed as ‘a poet and scientist.’ 
takes up most of the first scene ex- 
plaining to an old lady about the 
mice. He also tells of an older 
| brother who went to New York and 
won't return until he gets a million 
dollars so that he can get a truck 
;} and toss the money away to all and 
;sundry. That gent comes back near 


the end, a bum with a cornet. Owen 
also thinks he writes books of one 
word, such as ‘Tree’ and ‘Mouse,’ 


but he spells it moose. To top it off 
he writes a book of two words, ‘My 
Brother.’ 

The father has been living off pen- 
sion checks of the man who used 
live in the house, but who died. The 
coin has been coming for seven 
years, despite the death, and Jonah 
explains he is giving it back, but 
actually he’s spending the money. 
Old boy also speaks of his sort of re- 
|ligion, drawing a relation 
the ‘Pole Star and Pyramid.’ 
was the title of the play in 
form. 

Another rambling character is the 
pension man, a mug who once went 
to Mexico and who comes to say 
the remittances are through, but 
| leaves after assuring Jonah that the 
checks will continue, but for larger 
amounts. 

Pretty Betsy Blair is Agnes, this 
being her first speaking part. She was 
in the chorus of Hattie.’ 


‘Panama 
saroyan met her in a cafe—that 


bet ween 
Thas 


scrivt 


one way he cast his show. M Blair 
aoes very well for a first time. de 
spite some erratic direction by the 
author-manager. Eugene Loring 

also a newcomer, though he had 


ome lines in Saroyan’s ballet, ‘The 
Great American Goof.’ He is a 
; ; 

et acts that way. 


bal 
t dancer and tec- 
ognized in the a.k. parts are Curtis 
Cooksey, as Jonah; Edward Nannarv 
es Father Hogan; E. J. 
who knows only about that Mexican 
Jaunt, and Farrell Pelly as a stew- 
Ibee. 





Here's 


Green Room Revival 


Plans to reorganize the 
Room club are said to be progress- 
ing and a Revel will be held at the 
Polish restaurant, east 57th street, 
N. Y., next Monday (28). Idea start- 


,ed as a gag, with the dressing room | Stage Doorman 
|of Charles Withers at the Winter 
|Garden (‘Hellzapoppin’) used as an 


office, 

Following the dinner a show is 
announced under the direction of 
Gordon Whyte, with Harry 


Lad | 


to | 


Ballentine, | 


Green | 


| Go Hersh- | 
| field and S. Jay “Kaufman as m.c.’s. 
|Paul Mever is prompter. 


| STEPS LEADING UP 


Comedy in two acts, presented at the! Dramr in three acts (eight ; by 
| Lyceum, N. Y., April 21, ‘41, by Willfam | George Harr: directed by Paul A. Fy 
Saroyan; written and staged by Saroyan; ; Presented by Experimental T autre 
setting, Samuel Leve; $3.30 top lat Cort, N. Y¥., April 18, ‘41 Ad 
|}Owen Webseter......ccccccses Fugene Loring | by invitation, 
Harmony Blueblossom....Fredrica Slemons | ¢, ear] avi " 
eee. Sree. cc ccketeseeoes ..Betsy Blals te k Pearistein.........00. I “te id Ker n 
| Jonah Webster...c.cccccccee Curtis Cooksey | AL [eS eerrrrs rere es ° -- amen i es 
. - “wir " Teens de YY | A ee ecooee-JaAMCS Muay t 
WY SSESGE EPTIM. ccocccecteceses BE. J. Ballantine | Gerry Purce!l lo? 

A Mahe » 1) 2.9 rer? SOO. coccccccees Adele Ha son 
Dan Hillbo Farrell Pelly | ygortimer cane oe 
age Edward Nannary | yor mets. see bs0eneees qos » 3 ell 
SERVO ‘Wr ODOOOR. cocccccsooese Don Freeman Schlep —_— ree eeneerne nt a ; _ P y 
Homeless You ..Peter Xantho Sere ee . EM ie H lds i = 

Th tt eee ewes . ee ** . } ree ‘¢ 
| o | 7 ° Stine ebakeateoses Paul 7 , ry 
— , “Se We” Cote PORTIGIOID) . cccccnscc Mar! ox 

William Saroyan decided to pro- | yrs. eke. PRT Corissh Marsherite “ 
duce his newest play and stage it. | George......... cooee Lawrence Weber, Jr 
‘The Beautiful People’ is the play — seeeees wee e eee eeeeaes Evelyn Streich 

= as : ere edescesscecoce “lorence Robins 
|that the critics waited for before ¢;, dente.” sa nnen 
| > > ‘ o. | eee eee eee ee eee ee tohert) Bree 
picking their version of the season's | Lek.......... repethend eetiieeieed William Prince 
best play, having selected his “Time Pete in eee dea b0e6GeeedeGdneaasanes Allen Shaw 
|of Your Life’ last year. It’s doubtful | en Beas SOROS PORER OSS EHE Ce + hainbers 
|if he'll win this time or that the | ‘nacky" Hymen........... Sanford B aaa 
|colorful writer will earn his money | Costello....... Seeboccesesn. AMOK Kifrat 
back. | Morrie Amel. .cccccce baande es Deanron Da Ly 
- | Mischa Friedman. ..ccccsccccct Judah Cogut 
About two years ago an experi- | Reynolds..................... John Parrish 
imental short Saroyan play, ‘My | Walter.......ccccccccsecs Willlam Boek, Jr 
| Heart's in the Highlands,’ drew criti- pe dota > 5 a is ° es nes ’ oe neont Roherts 
| ° ° acto ) =Ts: elle tose, John ons - 
cal opinion of the rave sort, but the te et . - John Donald 


son, Don Towers, Penn Harrison 


As its second production, the Fx- 
perimental Theatre presented a mati- 
|}nee performance last Friday (18) of 
| ‘Steps Leading Up,’ an anti-union- 
racketeer drama by George Harr, a 
worker in the millinery trade. Since 
it is hardly the sort of play likely 
to Be given a commercial production 
on Broadway, the choice was more 
in line with the Experimental The- 
atre’s announced purpose than was 
the first presentation, the stylized re- 
vival of ‘The Trojan Women.’ 

Although ‘Steps’ was demonstrated 
to be not a commercial possibility, 
its production on an experimental 
basis was worthwhile on several 
counts. For one thing, it uncovered 
a writer of moderate promise—and, 


incidentally, doubtlessly provided 
jhim with a number of practical 
pointers about stage authorship he 


might not otherwise have had. The 
presentation also served to call at- 
tention to several unfamiliar, but 
likely actor prospects. Otherwise, 
the performance was chiefly the oc- 
|casion for virtually a record get-to- 
|gether of producers, managers, d 

rectors, authors, actors, agents, talent 
scouts, critics and not-readily-classi- 
fiables. There probably hasn't bee: 
; SO much legit shop talk hashed since 
the American Theatre Conferences 
of several years ago. 

| ‘Steps’ is a drama about hat ‘slick 
ers and finishers’ who are exploited 
by employers and, when they try to 





| 

Pee deat. 

| Organize, are betrayed by venal 
| union bosses. It is frequently im- 
|mature in conception and is over- 


written throughout, with little sense 
|of character shading. But it has 
several effective scenes, notably one 
{in which the work of a ‘slicker and 
| finisher’ is demonstrated. Harr’s dia- 
|log is repetitious, but often expres- 
sive, 


James Gregory, previously in a 
few small parts on Broadway, gave a 
direct and believable performance 
as the union-conscious hero Al- 
thoughhis playing lacked varia- 
jtion, he provided momentum to 
| . Ps 
{the entire show. It should bring 


| him a number of offers. 

|risOn gave a sincere and 
| performance as the ingenue, while 
others who impressed in various bits 
were Evelyn Streich, Florence Rob- 
;}inson, Ralph Chambers and Jack 
Effrat. Paul A. Foley’s direction was 
acceptable. As is the practice with 
Experimental shows, there was no 
Scenery and only rudimentary props 
No further performances of the play 
are scheduled. Hobe. 


Adele Har- 


’ 
appealing 





| College Play 


| HEAD OVER HEELS 


(UNIV. OF PITTSBURGH) 








Pittsburgh, April 21 
ity of Pittsburgh Cap and Gow 
) f 4t} 
s and ll f 
H H usic ics. 1 1 
( ira, Euge ov n, 1 i 
) Y I i Hof I A } 
' . 
5 7 t 1A \I ‘ uf A « 
l ¢ r; Jame T 
Frank M 
xon theatre P gh of 
Apr ! 21. 
1 Plotgut... v ’ 
Mickey Finn J ean eons R sol 
Kaspar Harold Mulligan.. James Dun 
Johnny Higgins...........- Rich 1 Lambie 
PPE Te TT ee Ree ° Alexander Endy 
PONE ECO eT eee ee Hapoid Goltsman 
Brenda Bingley........ Richard Jones 
| Phineas Butterfield..........d Jerome Lieb 
| Adi enne Butterfield...... Fdwin Trernt 
REO S00 3555 0K0366004 Edward Hufnagl 
Lana Corio....... ecoeees Martin Schiesinger 
BOVIS. POLVOVERS s <6 6655000660005 Allen Gould 
FOerm,. BUCtOrfeld. .0ccces cee cos Paul DeMerit 
| Suzie Butterfield. .ccccccese John W. Knol 
SCRE. 6655 660602608 eooeeee- Hillard Krelmer 
Go Sey eee eee eooeee Charles Cusick 
First Chorine....ccece err Oscar Sheffler 
MOCO COPING. 6cccceccccécss David Tucker 
Specialty Dancers, Lester Evans, Curtis 
| Greenberg 
WEN 6.45. 55554 ode 0b ok Burton Engelsberg 
Terre rrr Ter Charles Cusick 


| University of Pittsburgh's recent 
football deflation policy seems to 
| bave extended to school’s Cap and 


Gown Club as well. Thirty-fourth 
/ annual all-male musical is one of 
poorest in series and has little to 


| racnmme : 7 
| recommend it except couple of tunes 
i (Continued on 


page 55) 
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Broadway 


Lee Tracy and wife on way back to 
Hollywood by boat. 

Gus Eyssel is on an auto tour of 
the south with his mother. 

Grad Sears in the dentist office 
most of last week with teeth trouble. 

Margie Coate and Frank Cronin 
into Gus-Andy’s, West 47th street 
spot 

The Clifford C. Fischers arrived 
Monday (21) from a South American 
survey. 

Joe Lee, 20th-Fox branch manager 
in N. Y., serving on the Federal 
grand jury. 

Saul Abraham's son enlisted and 
assigned to a camp in Georgia, where 
he is a corporal. 

Alan Collins, Curtis Brown agency 





chieftain, laid up all last week with | 


strep of throat. 

Stanton Griffis, Par board chair- 
man, expected back this week from 
vacation in Mexico, 

Frances Gashel of Paramount's 
h.o. en route to California via the 
canal, to be gone a month. 


Arthur Martens, of the West- 
chester County operators union, is 
taking over a Yonkers tavern. 

Parents of Albert and Erica Morini, 
N. Y. concert manager and violinist 
respec, arrived in town from Spain. 

Oscar Serlin, producer of ‘Life 
with Father,’ left for the Coast yes- 
terday (Tuesday) to 0.0. film offers. 

Ben Marden will reopen his re- 
furbished Riviera at Fort Lee, N. J., 
May 15, the earliest unveiling in its 
history. 

Mrs. Arthur Israel, wife of exec 
assistant to Barney Balaban, back 
from a trip in Dixie, from whence 
she hails. 

Jim O'Neill's talking South Ameri- 
can bird is an attraction in the 
‘Magpie,’ cafe on Broadway near 
52d street. 

Diana Dill, grad of American 
Academy of Dramatic Art, signa- 
tured by Warner Bros., reporting to 
Coast next month. 

Ann Sothern arrived in town Fri- 
day (18) for a vision of ‘Panama 
Hattie,’ in film version of which she’s 
slated for the lead. 

Margot Johnson, vice-prez of the 
Ann Watkins play agencv, on the 
Coast, headquartering at Berg-Allen- 
berg agency there. 

Agent Eddie Sherman scrams for 
the Coast today (Wed.), returning 
after a week’s business confabs with 
Abbott and Costello. 

Charles C. Pettijohn, Hays office 
legislative ‘trouble-shooter,’ to Wash- 
ington and other key spots where 
solons are acting up. 

RKO officials watching advance 


sale on ‘Citizen Kane’ at Palace as | 


tipoff to future business when film 
goes into general circulation. 
J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 


Universal’s board, remaining on the| 
days longer to 


Coast for about 10 
give new product once-over. 

Larry Cowen, with the Fabian 
circuit for years in Albany and in 
the Naval Reserves (military intelli- 
gence), in town on official business. 

Not liking the ‘class’ of the crowd 


attracted by the congarhumba mati- | 


nees on Saturdays, Dario has‘cut out 
the Latin tea 
LaMartinique. 

Vincent G. Hart has 
from the law firm 
brook, Reiskind & Hart, to devote 
his entire time to the Republican 
State Committee. 

‘Cap’ O’Brien beaming over his 
new grandson and namesake, Dennis 
Francis O’Brien II, born last week 
to his son Paul and the Mrs., the 
former Katherine Walsh. 

Jerry Keyser, Warner Bros. foreign 
ad-publicity chief, has developed 
pneumonia from his second attack 
of flu and his condition will keep 
him away for several weeks. 

Richard Rodgers, 
bought large country place in 
Greenfield Hill, near Fairfield, Conn., 


withdrawn 


through Mrs. F. P. Adams, wife of | 


columnist, who’s a real estate agent. 
; After doing two special broadcasts 
In French from Montreal on Cana- 
dian-sponsored programs for defense. 
Madeleine Carrol] returned to New 
York yesterday (Tues.) to hop a 
plane for the Coast. 

I, Robert Broder, theatrical at- 
torney, is again turning farmer, hav- 
ing bought himself a 10-acre estate 
up in Dutchess County, New York, 
where Matt Kelly, former agent, is 
now a Justice of the Peace. 

John Farmer, in RKO’s financial 
department, back from Salt 
City where he went to attend the 


funeral of W. J. Merrill, vice- 
president and treasurer, who died 
suddenly the previous week. 

Tito Guizar, currently at Fefe’s 


Monte Carlo, slated for a Columbia 


filmusical, ‘Panamericana,’ and Ro-| 


Sario and Antonio, dancers at the 
Waldorf, due back on the Coast for 
another picture at Universal. 

Bert Kulick, treasurer of Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp. 
York franchiseholder, ordered to 
active duty at the Naval Air Station, 
Lakehurst, N. J.. May 1. He's a 
lieutenant in the Naval Reserve. 

Pat Donahue, secretary to Dick 
Mealand, Paramount’s eastern story 
ed, who went to.Hollywood on a 
vacation a month ago. has resigned 
to remain on the Coast as sec to 
Ralph Blum of Feldman-Blum 
agency. 

Archie Mavo, 
vacationing in 


film 
Havana, 


Girector now 
sent out 





dansants at his| 


of Friend, Hol- | 


songwriter, | 


Lake | 


and New! 


1,000 reprints of Charlie Chaplin's 
concluding speech in ‘Great Dictator,’ 
with a foreword that ‘had I lived at 
the time of Lincoln, I believe I 


, would have mailed you his Gettys- | 
| burg speech.’ 


— 


Austraha 


By Eric Gorrick 








_ ‘Great Dictator’ (UA) cleaning up 
in the stix. 


Hoyts erecting new theatre in Ho- 
bart, Tasmania. 


Carl Brisson postponed his Aussie 
trip from the U. S. 


Stuart F. Doyle is erecting a news- 


| reeler in Adelaide. 
Frank Leighton and Nellie Barnes 


returning from London for William- 
son-Tait. 


revival click in Melbourne for Wil- 
liamson-Tait. 

Wirth’s circus routed into Sydney 
for the Lenten period. Unit is under 
the management of Doris Wirth. 

Alf Goulding and Clarence Badger 
| are waiting around in the hope that 
| Aussie film production will spurt. 
| New bid is on to introduce daylight 
| Saving throughout this territory on 
| S0vernmental sayso. Pic industry is 
| battling it. 

Queensland exhibs are putting on 
full pressure to the government to 
bring down legislation granting 25% 
right of rejection of U.S. pix. 

Anticipated that Greater Union 
Theatres will again show a healthy 
profit on half-yearly trading under 
the supervision of Norman B. Rydge. 

Hoyts plans to distribute ‘40,000 
Horsemen’ next month in South Af- 





the pic in U. S., England, Canada and 
the Far East. 

Film biz okay in New Zealand, 
with ‘Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G) 
‘Return of Frank James’ (20th), 
‘Maryland’ (20th), ‘All This and 
|Heaven Too’ (WB). 

Government said to be mulling ad- 
ditional revenue from the pic indus- 
| try in the near future by either up- 
| ping the admission tax or hitting up 
| the import duty on raw stock. 
| Orrie Perry, formerly presentation 
director for Greater Union, is now 
| with J. Walter Thompson ad agency 
locally, handling the booking dept. 
|for Australia’s Amateur Hour. 

‘Black Velvet’ is doing smash trade 
in Sydney for the Tivoli loop. 
includes Roy Rene, Bob Dyer, Ger- 
maine and Joe, Anita Martell, Billy 
Samuels, plus Gardner and Kane. 

Stanley Crick, Sydney’s’ Lord 
Mayor, plans to invite a Hollywood 





aid war funds. Star would be Clip- 


tion time. é 

For the Lenten period the mar- 
quees were mainly U. S., 
top b.o. pix including ‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G), ‘Philadelphia Story’ (M-G) 


Trail’ (WB). 

Officers of a unit of U. S. Pacific 
fleet visiting here were given a ]ook- 
isee of ‘40,000 Horsemen’ ‘(U) at a 
|party thrown by Lord Wakehurst, 
Governor of New South Wales. Local 
pic is doing smash biz. 

Charles Chauvel, producer of ‘40.- 
000 Horsemen’ (U), has been asked 
to delve into politics via the Aussie 
Country Party at the next elections. 
Anticipated, however, that Chauvel 
will stick to vic producing. 

Dave Martin produced ‘By Candle- 
light’ as Lenten attraction at Minerva, 
Sydney. Cast included Made Aubrey 
and John McCullum. Hal Thompson 
U S. legiter. into ‘Room for Two’ for 
Martin on Melbourne run bid. 


Havana 





La Conga is new local nitery. 
Ballet Russe of Col. de Basil still 
stuck here. 


Sergio Orta, of N. Y.’s Havana- 
Madrid nitery, is here for a week 
with his sister. 

David Lichine. on his own hook 


has inaugurated Afro-Cubano ballet 
for the first time. 

Jack Kapp while here, on a quickie 
from Miami, 0.0ed the local dist 
field. He’s prez of Decca. 

‘Blitzkrieg,’ picture of 
mined’ origin, advertised to be shown 
at the Rex theatre here, has 
banned for all of Cuba by the gov- 
ern. It’s said to be Nazi propaganda 

Robbins Music Co. has_ signed 
Chano Pozo, foremost Afro-Cubano 
composer. Known in the States for 


his ‘Blem Blem Blem’ and ‘Elube 
Changon.’ Both titles in Afro- 
Cubano. 


20th-Fox here shooting background 
for its new technicolor film featuring 


Carmen Miranda, Alice Faye, Gail 
Patrick, Cesar Romero and_ Don 
Ameche. Tentative title is ‘Carib- 


| bean Cruise.’ 

Jaime Marine, head of Cuba’s all- 
powerful Sports Commission, daily 
lawaits passage of bill giving him 
| control of Tourist Commission. New 
\law would incidentally give him 
| whiphand over theatres. hotels, etc 
|_ Asociacion de Radio y Telegrafia 
Intercambio Panamericana ‘ARTIP), 
which plans presenting the Americas, 
one to the other. via discs, has set up 
a central office in Havana. Guiding 
light of the institution is M. Leisser, 
French refugee and ex-Paris film 
director. 


‘Rio Rita’ continued as a surprise | 


rica, with Universal ready to handle | 


Cast | 


start to visit this zone for a period to | 


pered both ways to save transporta- | 
with the | 


‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Santa Fe | 


underter- 


been | 





London 





Margaret Lockwood having a baby. 

‘ Maurice Ostrer has gotten over 

u. 

| Max Catto now a pilot officer in 

| the R.A.F. 

| Gerry Freeman and Oscar Deutsch 

conferring on film production deal. 

Eliot Crashay-Williams dramatiz- 

ing his best seller, ‘Husbands Can't 

Help It.’ 
Constance 


Cumming: and Max 


'Catto in hush-hush conference over 


new play. 

Michael Egan finished new comedy, 
‘Love in a Cottage,’ in between Home 
| Guard duties, } 
Gordon Sherry, author of ‘Black 
|Limelight,” has new thriller ready 
titled ‘Darling, Where Am 1?’ 

General Film Distributors Corp. 
has declared a half yearly dividend 
of 4% on its preference shares. 

Campbell Dixon, of the Daily Tele- 
graph, succeeds Jympson Harman as 
chairman of the Film Critics Circle. 


| 
| 


| Abe Goide has purchased site in | 


,Bath to build new deluxe picture 
theatre ‘as soon as the war is over.’ 


Gilbert Wakefield working on a 
new comedy, ‘Second Best 
| Title has already been used for a 
film, 


Arthur Klein suing Lyle Evans for 
using his songs in the revival of 
, '‘Co-Optimists’ without author's per- 
mission. 


' Sir Oswald Stoll _ is already an- 
|nouncing his next Christmas panto- 
|mime for the Coliseum, ‘Jack and 
| the Beanstalk.’ 


| Gainsborough Films’ new Arthur 


| Askey film is ‘I Thank You,” shoot- 
ling at Gaumont-British studios, 
| Shepherd's Bush. 

| Jean Forbes-Robertson, now tour- 
|ing in ‘Berkeley Square,’ optioning 
| topical new Beatrice Mayor play, 
‘Two Septembers.’ 





| titled ‘A Thousand Ships.’ 


Bed.’ | 


Club’s publicity but also doubling in | 
the floor show. 

Alicia Quigley. of 
Dancers at El Chico, is 
dancer Lee Dixon. 

Pittsburgh Press has taken Hedda 
Hopper’s Hollywood column. in ad- 
dition to Jimmy Fidler’s. 

Jean Travers. nitery singer, didn't 
miss a single performance of ‘Cabin 
in Sky’ at Nixon Inst week 

Lehman Engel! in from Cleveland 
after Gene Autry broadcast to see 
‘Comedy of Errors’ at Tech. 

‘Y’ Playhouse has nicked Edward 
Chodorov's ‘Kind Lady’ for its 
closing production of the season. 

George McCall! plaving flock of tri- 
state vaude dates with his Holly- 
wood unit for Booker Sid Marke. 

Nixon theatre manager’ Harry 
Brown’s dotter, Gretchen. coming 


Rodriguez 
wife of 


' around okay after major operation. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


' 


| 
| 


It’s a girl for the Nestor Auths. He 
used to be assistant manager of Penn 
here, is now with Loew’s in Akron, | 
O. 

Lou Starr. nitery and vaude, 
hoofer, directing dances for Charlie, 
Gaynor revue, ‘Lend An Ear,’ at! 
Playhouse. 

Lolita Cordoba had to postpone El 
Chico engagement until next week 
because of tonsil operation, and | 
Juanita Rios subbing. 

Howard Herrick back ahead of an- 
other Fredric March show, ‘Hope for 
a Harvest.’ He was last in town for 


i ‘Yr. Obedient Husband.’ 





Leslie Banks’ new vehicle to fol- | 
| low ‘Cottage to Let’ is a romantic | 
| thriller by the late A. G. MacDonnell | 


Henry Kendal] finishing ‘High Tem- | 


perature’ tour in order to co-star 
with Hermione Baddeley in new 
revue called ‘Rise Above It.’ 
Geoffrey Goodhart, director of 
company presenting ‘Thunder Rock’ 


lat St. Martin's theatre, was band 
{leader at the Piccadilly hotel years 
ago. 


Ruth Feiner’s novel, “Three Cups 
of Coffee,’ 


in Zeitung, new ‘Free Germany’ 
| daily published here by Maxwell 
| Press. 


Walt Disney has 
| government here with the rights to 
use a Donald Duck short in creating 
propaganda for the sale of war sav- 
ings certificates. 
Arthur Budinger 
phant into management with new 
Walter Ellis farce, ‘He Didn’t Want 


to Do It.’ Iris Hoey is in lead. Deal 
|set by Eric Glass. , 
| There are 4,600 cinemas in Eng- 


| land, and about 450 have been af-| 


fected by the blitz, most of them only 
slightly, and in not a single instance 
were there any serious casualties. 
Composer and author Cyril Scott 
has written play with incidental 
music about Flemish legendary 


|} house of 


Mrs. Lou Fordan, wife of McKees- 
port Memorial theatre’s manager, to | 
San Francisco to*sce son, Bernard, 
off for Camp Shelby, Cal. 

The Lew Leftons being congratu- 
lated on their 23d wedding anniver- 
sary, son coming home from Army 
camp to help them celebrate. 

Biff Liff, prez of Carnegie Tech's 
Scotch and Soda Club, will be as- 
sistant technical director at Bucks 
County Playhouse this summer. 





St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Steve Cady, nitery operator, has 
quit this burg. Is going to locate in| 
L. A. as owner and operator of a 
tourist hotel. 

Ed Lewitz, treasurer of the Am-| 
bassador, downtown deluxer oper- | 
ated by F&M, inducted into the army 
at Camp Robinson. Ark. | 

Nelson Eddy’s recital in opera} 
municipal auditorium 


| Thursday (17) drew 2.400, nearly all 


bought for serialization | 


presented the | 


and Jack Oli- | 


figure of Smetse Smee, the smithy | 


of Ghent. Hans Bartsch office agent- 
ing American rights. 

Two more Walter Ellis stage 
farces, ‘The Jam Pot’ and ‘Robert's 
Weak Moment.’ sold for production, 
and his pre-blitz success, ‘Good Men 
| Sleep at Home.’ is slated for revival. 
Ellis producing all three. 

Delysia has received news of the 
death of her 85-year-old mother in 
France. Last year she made an un- 
successful attempt to 
from the environs of Paris. The 
actress has now left to join Sir Sey- 
mour Hicks to entertain the troops 
in Egypt. 

Recent meeting between film crix 
and trade press agents saw airing of 
former’s beef against inconvenient 
hours of press screenings. War's in- 
roads on times of going to press, 
plus space rationing now in force, 
makes it tough on the boys getting 
in their reviews, and unless there’s 
editors are likely 


some vet-tovether 


coverage. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

M-G's ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ caravan hits 
town for the day tomorrow (24). 

Nelson Maples to Buffalo for cock- 
tail lounge engagement at O’Day’s 
Grill. al, 

Harriet Knoell, local model. joined 
Blackstone unit when magician left 
town. 

Harry Feinstein and Benny Amdur 
are on a 14-day South “American 
cruise. 

Dwight A. Meyer. KDKA engineer, 
has sold an article on radio to 
Esquire. 

Mike Manos’ new house in Union- 
town, Pa., will be ready in another 
six weeks. 


Mannie Cohen, former nitery 
owner, now soldiering at Camp 
Croft, 5. C 


Johnny Harris and his mother and 
brother. Harry, off to Hollywood: for 
a vacation. 

} Kay Balfe not 


only doing Nut 


rescue her} 


of whom were femmes. House was 
scaled from $1.10 to $2.75. 

Robert Cluster, owner of a chain of 
film houses in Southern Illinois, is | 
chairman of a committee planning | 
the erection of a $100.000 hospital in | 
Salem, Il., his home town. 

Robert F. Ross and Jack Donohue, 
New York, have been inked as stage 
directors for forthcoming al fresco 
season of the St. Louis Municipal 
Theatre Assn. in Forest Park play- 
house, 

The 1941 circus for the benefit of | 
the local bluecoats, produced by | 
Fanchon & Marco, began two-week | 
run in the Arena Thursday (17). | 
Paul Ash, leader of the hotse orch at 
N. Y.’s Roxy theatre. is m-c.ing. 

Irvin Eisenberg, 2l-year-old fiddler 
and youngest member of the St.| 
Louis symph orch, has been selected | 
as a member of Leopold Stokowski’s | 
All-American Youth orch that will 
make a 46-city American tour during 
May and June. 

Edith Gordon, conductor of the St. 
Louis Women’s symph orch and as- 
sociated with the music dept. of the 
Municipal Opera and Grand Opera 
Assn... has been appointed musical | 
director of the Toledo Civic Opera 
Assn’s outdoor theatre. 

Harry Crawford, manager of the 
Ambassador; Harry Hines, Jocal Uni- 
versal film exchange prexy: ‘Black- 
face’ Eddie Nelson and Billy Smythe. 
members of the ‘Hellzapoppin’ cast 
all of whom were Broadway pals of 
20 years ago, held a reunion at 
Crawford’s west end home 











. ae } 
| Fairbanks’ Trusts 


proving transfer of the cash assets 
to the Coast and the request of the 
trustee, the Guaranty Trust Co., that 
it be allowed to renounce its trust 
in favor of the Bank of America in 
California. 

Number of English creditors are 
listed in the accounting. Principal 
one is Hugh Richard Arthur, Duke 


of Westminster, from whom Fair- 
banks leased a home at 99 Park 
Lane, London, until 1999. Mortgage 


was given him on the property by 
Hugh Selwyn Walford and Geoffrey 
Hugh Walford for £2.700. which is 


also listed among Fairbanks’ debits 
Other creditors are servants. 
Norris Wilcox, Fairbanks’ half- 


brother, -vho is now office manager 
of United Artists in New York, and 
Robert Fairbanks, the actor’s brother, 
both have assigned portions of their 
legacies to the Guaranty Trust for 
advances, the accounting shows. 
Robert Fairbanks has cbtained $16.,- 
000 in this manner and Wilcox 
$2 000. 

Inheritance taxes paid on the 
estate in California amounted to 
$131,069.32 j 


Hollywood 


Gene Tierney hospitalized for eye 
treatment. 
Danny 
bronchitis. 


Bob Fender joined Warners pub- 
licity staff. 

George Rosner in the hospital for 
heart treatment. 

Margaret Hayes in the 
with a fractured ankle. 

Playwright Robert E. 
flew in to shed his tonsils. 

Arch Reeve'’s son. Bob, upped to 
assistant cutter at Paramount. 

Bill Grady, Jr.. named production 
assistant to Arthur Freed at Metro. 

Gabrie) Curtiz, brother of Michael, 
apprentic:ing as a director at 20th- 
Fox. 

Dick Powell and Joan Blondell 
moved to their Balboa Bay home for 
the summer. 

Jean Renoir, French film director, 
hosting his old literary pal, Antoine 
de St. Exupery. 

Victor Fleming left for Ocala. Fla., 
to prowl] the Everglades for scenes 
in “The Yearling.’ 

Haworth Bromley joined Dolan 
and Doane agency as head of story 
and writers department. 

S. N. Behrman house guest of 
Edgar Selwyn while scripting a new 
picture for Greta Garbo. 

Rudy Vallee undergoes a hospital 
check-up after finishing the Univer- 
sal picture, “Too Many Blondes.’ 

Charles Levy visiting the RKO 
studio for the first time in 16 vears 
with the publicity staff in New York. 

Mary Martin, expecting a maternal 
event in November, will take a six- 
month layoff after making one more 
picture. 

Julius P. Heil, Governor of Wiscon- 
sin, prowled the studios and made 
Abbott and Costello honorary 
colonels. 

Elsa Lanchester back from New 
York after closing of the legit play, 
‘They Walk Alone,’ in which she 
was featured. 

Edward P. Lambert, formerly v.p. 
of Western Costume, moved in as 
head of the men’s wardrobe deparit- 
ment at 20th-Fox. 

Binnie Barnes returned to work at 
Renublic after a week off for repairs 
of injuries sustained during a script- 
ed scuffle on the set. 

Richard Altschuler moved out of 
the Republic organization to become 
general manager of Consolidated 
Laboratories, Inc., in New York. 

Len Hammond checked out of his 
acting associate producer berth at 
20th-Fox to take over a captain's 
commission in U. S. Army Signal 
Corps. 

Harry M. Warner hosted _ 1,500 
Catholic priests and nuns in his an- 
nual Easter Monday showing of pic- 
tures for those who are not permit- 
ted to attend public screenings. 





O’Shea laid up with 


hospital 


Sherwood 








Panama 





The Brittos, Cuban singing team, 
wowing them here and plotting a 
New York invasion come June. 

Gambling casino folded at the Bal- 
boa Gardens due to terrific new tax 
imposed on all gambling games in 
Panama. 

Steve Gilbert, only American m.c. 
here, who can handle Spanish like a 


| native, heading for his home in New 


Orleans for a rest. 

Alice Faye was a stopover visitor 
during transit of S. S. America en 
route to east coast. Was a treat for 
the locals on her tour. 

Panama Booking Agency being 
plotted with a view to furnishing 
package shows to the Panama. Cara- 
cas, Havana and maybe Bogota, 
Colombia, cafes. 

Terrah Noah, who used to do a 
strip act in and around New York, 
after two years of married life here 
plans to return to the business, and 
is plotting a trip to the States 

Mac Miller, who rose from band- 
reader to manager in the new Balboa 
Gardens setup, is also handling a 
couple of small band units Balboa 
Gardens gambling casino closed, but 
spot still doing terrific. 

Only local casualty 
Americans running cafe here is the 
Palm Terrace, allnight which 
couldn’t get in under the new pov- 
ernment law that aliens had to be 
in business here for at least six 
years. Spot folds around June 

New Panama law, calling for at 
least 50% Spanish music to be plaved 
in all cabarets, has most of the 
Americans here developing a terrific 
Panamanian rhumba complex. Conga 
just catching on here, with Kelley's 
the only spot brave enough to en- 
courage the dance. 

Fate that hovers over a lot of the 
bar and cantina owners here finally 
caught up with Leon Carrington, of 
the Hub and Ancon Inn, when the 
Army called him. He now is an 
officer in the Medical Dept. in Pan- 
ama and runs his two places with 
the help of the missus via long dis- 
tance phone from the jungle post at 
Rio Hata. 

Hector Downe, now just the man- 
ager for Kelley’s Ritz, nitery. with 
the financia] deal not jelling. Seems 
the Panama government meant it 
when it said one had to be in the 
country 10 years to own even part 
of any business. Johnny Stoeffel still 
the works, and for the first tire in 
years is booking a Broadway show 
opening May 5. 


among the 


ciuDdD 
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OBITUARIES 





HAROLD B. FRANKLIN 
Haro'd B. Franklin, 47, one time 
prominently connected in executive 
capacities with Paramount, RKO and 


Fox-West Coast theatres, circuit 
operator, legit and film producer, 


died April 21 in Mexico City. He 
was there making a survey of film 
theatres. 

Details in the picture section. 


WILLIAM DANFORTH 

William Danforth, 73, one of the 
country’s most able and celebrated 
performers of Gilbert & Sullivan 
operettas who had appeared, accord- 
ing to his own estimate, in more than 
5,000 performances of the satirical 
operas, died April 16 in Skaneateles, 


N. Y., near Syracuse, after a long | 


illness. 

Born in Syracuse, Danforth made 
his debut at the age of 11 as Dick 
Deadeye in a children’s production 
of ‘H. M. S. Pinafore.’ Some four 
years later he joined the Boston Juv- 
enile Opera Co. and appeared in such 
light opera works as ‘The Chimes of 
Normandy,’ ‘Patience,’ ‘Olivette’ and 
other plays. 

Though Danforth’s true name was 
Daniels, he changed it in 1897 to 


avoid confusing his identity with the | 


producer-actor, Frank Daniels, with 
whom he had become associated. At 
the turn of the century the pair 
were concerned in many plays, in- 
cluding ‘The Wizard of the Nile,’ 
‘The Ameer,’ ‘Half a King’ and ‘The 
Chieftain.” With these productions 
Danforth was seen mainly as a comic 
heavy. 

Danforth, whose last performance 
was that of Wilfred Shadbolt in ‘The 
Yeomen of the Guard’ four years 
ago, was notable for his flair for re- 
taining his stage poise when muffing 
a line. Often, when his memory 
temporarily failed him, he would cue 
the orchestra to start anew and upon 
retracing his lines had no further 
difficulty. Late in his 
once remarked he knew the Gilbert 
& Sullivan 


was able to change from one op- 


eretta to another without benefit of | 


rehearsal. 

Surviving are his widow, Norma, 
also an actress, whom he married in 
1898: a daughter, Mrs. James D. 
Munro, at whose home he died, and 
a son, John. Funeral services were 
held in Syracuse, April- 18, and 
burial took place in that city. 

HATTIE DELARO 

Hattie Delaro, 80, singer and come- 
dienne who had appeared in more 
than a score of comic operas and 
other plays before the turn of the 
century, died April 18 in New York 
after a long illness. 

The widow of William S. Barnes, 
an attorney, Miss Delaro was born 
in Brooklyn and made her debut 
there in comic opera repertory at 
the old Grand Opera House in 1881. 
Thereafter, she also had roles with 
Eliza Weathersby and Nat C. Good- 
win in ‘Hobbies.’ 

A versatile performer, Miss De- 
Jaro was seen in the original Broad- 
way production of ‘Iolanthe’ at the 
old Standard theatre, just below 
Herald Square. With Richard Mans- 
field, she appeared in the first Bos- 


ton showing of ‘The Mikado’ at the | 


Holiis St. theatre in 1885. 

Other plays in which she had parts 
included ‘Mam’selle ’Awkins,’ 
Man in the Moon, ‘Around the 


World in 80 Minutes’ and ‘A Tailor | 


Made Man.’ She alsu appeared in 
operatic repertoire at the Tivoli 
Opera House, San Francisco, and 
was a featured performer in the old 
J. C. Duff Opera Company in New 
York. William A. Brady, George M. 
Cohan and Sam Harris among man- 
agers for whom she worked. 
JOSEPH D. R. FREED 
Joseph D. R. Freed, 43, manufac- 
turer of a popular receiving set in 
the early days of the radio industry 
and president of the newly formed 


Freed Radio Corp., designer of fre- | 


quency modulation receivers, died 


April 18 after a short illness at his | 


home in Riverdale, N. Y. 

With Alexander Eisemann as a 
partner, he founded the Freed-Eise- 
mann Radio Corp. in 1991 and began 
commercial production of radio sets 
which grew into a $6,000,000 enter- 
prise within three years of its for- 
mation. His firm also built techni- 
eal equipment for the U. S. Navy. 

A native of New York, Freed left 
the manufacturing field in 1931 to 
join the Brunswick Radio Corp. a 
subsidiary of Warner Bros. Pictures. 
He remained there until 1938 when 
he shifted to Muzak Corp. as V.p. 
and general manager. 

However, when Major Armstrong’s 


career he} 


scores so well that he | 


‘The | 


| heart attack. 


but death beat the doctor. 
Mlle. Franzeska started in 
business with her husband, 


method of transmitting by frequency 
modulation began to have a wider | 
appeal among the public, Freed 
again became a manufacturer of sets 
| which were especially designed for 
that type of broadcasting. 


Namon. 


with her husband, was 
upon to do an act with the birds 
| under the billing of Mlle. Franzeska. 
He leaves his widow, Gerirude; a Qne of them was Jackie, still living 
son, Robert; his father and four! and which, for a couple of hours 
brothers. Funeral services were held | after its mistress died, wandered 
| in New York Sunday and burial took | about the room crying ‘Goodbye, 
| place at Mt. Judah cemetery, Brook- | mother.’ 
lyn. | As Mile. Franzeska, she was a suc- 
ee cessful trouper, principally playing 
GEORGE C. MacKINNON ‘the western vaudeville time. She 
George C. MacKinnon, 45, song-| retired about seven years ago, and 
| writer and for 12 years author of had been living on her savings and 
. ‘Wisdom Box’ column in the Boston | an old-age pension. 
| Record. died April 17 in Medical Arts 
Center hospital, N. Y., following two 
operations for gallstones and com- 





ARTHUR P. HYMAN 
Arthur P. Hyman, 59, former stage 


| Plications. Funeral was in Boston manager for David Belasco, died in 
pApril 19. ae _ |Toledo April 12 after a long illness. 
While writing his nitery gossip | Burial was in New Orleans. 


‘column in Boston, MacKinnon be-| Wyman was one of the founders 
came interested in songwriting, and | of the Repertoire Little Theatre, 
about a year ago shifted to New York | Toledo, and served for six years as 
to do more in this line. He still kept | jts production manager. 
his typewriter going by penning & | Federal Theatre Project was organ- 
column for Swing magazine and a /|ized in Toledo, he became its man- 
syndicated column for New York, aging director, and later was com- 


New Jersey and Pennsylvania week- | missioned to organize the courses of | 


lies tagged ‘To Coin a Phrase.’ istudy for the state training school 

Just before he died he was notified |for dramatic teachers 
| that ‘Uncle Sam, Here I Am,’ song he | WPA recreational program. He di- 
| wrote with Ray Perkins, was begin- | rected activities of this project until 
| ning to click and had been eccepted | late in 1938 when he became asso- 
by the morale division of the U. S. | ciated with Dramaturgy, Inc., Cleve- 
| Army as an official number. He was land concern, which produces dra- 
a member of ASCAP. Among songs | matic presentations for industrial 
‘credited to MacKinnon were ‘You Set | organizations. 
| Me on Fire,’ ‘It's Dark in My Heart’; A son, daughter, two sisters and 
'and ‘Sub-Deb 3lues.’ On latter one |a brother survive. 
|he collaborated with Sally Sears, 
| Boston socialite. Some yeers ago he 
composed ‘Junie Castleton Jazz’ with 
|George Holland, Boston-American | 
|columnist. MacKinnon also made 
| numerous stage appearances as m.c. 
of Boston units, which he also helped 
produce. 

He leaves a widow, Katherine | 
Donovan MecKinnon, Boston news- 
paperwoman. 





| 





THOMAS W. CHATBURN 


Thomas Wellington Chatburn, 52, 
retired manager of the Richmond 
| theatre, North Adams, Mass., execu- 
tive of the Vitagraph company in the 


ager of the 
New York, died in North Adams 
Monday (21) of a heart attack. 
Widow, brother and three sisters 
—— in California survive.” 

PACIE RIPPLE Chatburn managed the Richmond 
| Pacie Ripple, actor and singer, died | from August, 1940, until two months 
| April 15 at the Post-Graduate Hos- | 48° when ill health forced his 
pital, New York, after a week's ill- | Tesignation. He and his wife had a 
ness. His last stage appearance was |"4rrow escape from death last No- 
in the Victor Moore-William Gax- | Vember in a local hotel fire. 
ton musical, ‘Anything Goes,’ at the | Chatburn’s connection with 
| Alvin, N. Y., three seasons ago. |graph ended when Warners 

Ripple, born in Dublin, studied | 9Ver the company. 
| voice in Italy and made his first pro- 
| fessional appearance in England as 
‘leading tenor with the Carl Rosa 
|Opera Co. For seven years he 
played on the London stage and also 


Vita- 
took 





PEARL CURRAN 


Mrs. Pearl Curran, 65, composer of 
|ballads and popular songs, whose 
| works were introduced on the con- 
toured the world as a member of | cert stage by such singers as Anna 
the D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. While | Case and Enrico Caruso, died April 
| at the Savoy Opera House, London,|16 in New Rochelle, N. Y., after a 
he sang under the personal direc- | 
tion of Sir Arthur Sullivan and Sir | 

William Gilbert. 

Upon coming to America, Ripple 
was leading tenor for seven years 
in musicals produced by Charles 
Hoyt. He also had roles in ‘The 
Farmer's Wife,’ ‘The New Moon,’ ‘So 
This Is London’ and ‘Under Glass.’ 
|For the past eight years it was his 
custom to direct the spring produc- 
tion of the Savoy Opera Company 
of Philadelphia. 

He leaves his widow, Alice. Fun- —— vanities 
eral services were held April 18 in FRED CONQUEST 
New York at the Little Church| Fred Conquest, 70, well known 
| Around the Corner. |pantomimist and animal imperson- 
| ator, died at his home in the Isle of 
| Wight, England, March 19. 

Mrs. Mary Moncure Parker, 7g, | youth, he succeeded, in partnership 
former actress. playwright | and with his elder brother, to the opera- 
founder of a Cleveland dramatic “0? Of the old Surrey theatre, 
school, died April 14 in Cleveland) Drury Lane, on the death of his 
after a brief illness. father, making his first stage appear- 

Best known for her monologs, ap- — there in pantomime. 
pearing under the management of ©Omauest became famous for his 
Gustave Frohman, she wrote 20 animal performances, and appeared 
| volumes of playlets and recitations annually in this type of role for 45 
| which were published in the last 35 | 7©4°S: He had also toured Canada 
years. Also acted in some of the and South Africa. 
playlets at the old Whitney Opera 
House, Chicago, and dramatized them 
over CBS when she lived in Chicago 
and New York. For a time she was 
on Columbia’s experimental tele- 
vision programs. 

Born in Fredericksburg, Va., 
| daughter of the Rev. Henry Martin 
| Paynter and Alice Moncure Paynter, | 
she was a descendant of Lawrence 
Washington, brother of the first U. S. 


short illness. 

Born in Denver, Mrs. Curran at 
| one. time conducted a network pro- 
gram on which was featured some 
of her more popular compositions. A 
member of ASCAP, she did not be- 
gin writing until she reached the age 
of 37. 

Surviving are her husband, Hugh, 
and a daughter. Funeral services 


|} in Larchmont, N. Y. 





MARY MONCURE PARKER 


RICHARD H. McGRATH 
Richard H. McGrath, 
vaude performer and banjoist who 
appeared with his brother, Fred, in 
| an act known as the McGrath Broth- 
ers, died April 10 after a short illness 
at the John Adams Hospital, Chelsea, 
Mass. 
A veteran of the Spanish-American 
War, McGrath was born in Glouces- 
president. Her husband, William R.| ter, Mass. Retiring from the stage 
|Parker, died some years ago. She after the decline of vaude, he had 
| founded Tucker School of Expres-| Since been a teacher of mandolin and 
sion in Cleveland, belonged to New! Panjo. 
| York Women’s Press Club, Illinois Surviving, besides his brother, are 
Women’s Press Association and the| his widow, Tavie, and a sister. Burial 


| 





D: A: R. | took place in Gloucester. 
| ———— 
MLLE, FRANZESKA HENRI A. JOCKIN 
Fannie Lawson, 70, best known in | Henri A. Jockin, 57, pioneer radio 


_ vaudeville as Mile. Franzeska years | singer and member of the National 
| 889, died April 17 in her one-room | Male Quartet, one of the first pro- 
‘New York tenement flat following a' grams to be radio-sponsored, died 


show 
whose | quartet on 
|name was Lawson, and their tramp | 1923. 

cycling act was billed as Lawson and | 
She then had a couple of 
parrots for pets and, after splitting | —— 
prevailed | MARC LACHMANN 


When the | 


under the! 


silent film days and a former man- | 
Hippodrome theatre, | 


were held Friday (18) at her home 


In his | 


70, former | 


A social worker was | April 14 in the Bronx, N. Y., after | was in chorus of ‘Lady in the Dark’ 
visiting the old performer when she 
collapsed and called an ambulance, 


a long illness. Broadway legiter starring Gertrude 
Jockin, who also appeared in the | Lawrence. 

original stage production of ‘Rosalie’ | = 

at the Ziegfeld, N. Y., sang with the 

York, 





. | Father, 54, of Lewis Sherr, former 
in Broadway musical comedy actor and 
more recently a Hollywood agent 
under the name of Lew Sherrell, 
died recently at his home in Boston. 
Also surviving are his widow, Bessie, 
;}and two daughters. 


WEAF, New 
He leaves his widow, Edith, and a | 
son, Harry. | 


| Mare Lachmann, 44, former Broad-. 
| way press agent and later publicity ; ; 
director for Universal studios, and |_ ather, 70, of Nate Manheim, Uni- 
/more latterly with 20th-Fox, died at | versa: studio; “\ - the William 
the Veterans hospital in Sawtelle, 1 gy Mh Pinyin aed 
e = aS a] ° é j ’ i «Vv, In weyra- 
j near Los Angeles, April 22. He en iam 

| tered the hospital several weeks 2go 

| as a mental pat.ent. 4 

| Lachmann had alternately been a | Pn ee a of —_ 
newspapermen, press agent, scenario pester Wi ero a seacer, die 
writer and freelance p.a. He served | *P" . oe 

|in the last war in the Marine Corps. 
Widow and infant son survive. 











Father, 76, of Jack O'Connell, To- 
ledo film theatre operator, died April 
17 in Jersey City. 





ALBAN B. LIMPUS 


|: Alban  B. Limpus, 63, London 
| theatrical manager and _ producer, 
died at his London home March 24. 


|He was associated for years with | Mich. Carnies Get 


'Dion Bouccicault, T. C. Degnall and | ; 
| Charles Kenyon. Clean Legal Bill 
Detroit, April 22. 


Among the many shows Limpus 
Carnivals have just as legal a 


managed were ‘The Vortex,’ ‘The 
First Mrs. Fraser,’ ‘Hay Fever,’ and | standing as other amusement enter- 
‘Tony Draws a Horse.’ In his early | prises, State's attorneys have ruled 
life he had served at sea, in the Boer | jn Michigan despite heavy pressure, 
| War and during the last war WES | packed by major church groups, 
with the famous Dover Patrol. that such entertainment was ‘detri- 
Zs mental to the communities in which 
WILLIAM HEARTY they play.’ Several organizations of 
William (Bill) Hearty, 55, carpen- | business men also had joined in 
ter of the Lyceum, N. Y., since 1935, | move to have playing of carnivals 
died suddently Friday (18) of a heart | in many Michigan counties abolished. 
attack in N. Y. Previously he had Ruling of the legal minds was that 
headed the carpentry department | each carnival could be investigated, 
for Cohan & Harris, by whom he| but as long as it came up to ordi- 
was employed for 20 years. Hearty | nance requirements of the various 
communities, it could play. In fact, 


rarely complained of indisposition. . | 
He collapsed back stage just after could not legally be denied the right. 


the completion of a rehearsal of ‘The 
Beautiful People,’ William Saroyan’s 
Deanna Durbin to Vaughn Paul, in 
|Los Angeles April 18. Bride is the 


play and production. 
JOSEPH McCUNE | film star; he’s an associate producer 
Joseph McCune, 37, district super- | at Universal. 


visor of the neighborhood Schoen-| Marian Schissel, in continuity and 
production departments, KSO-KRNT 


| stade theatre circuit in Chicago, died 
suddenly in that city on April 17 of | Des Moines, to Herbert Pike, in Des 
| heart attack. | Moines, April 19. 
McCune had been associated with| Bob Harter, traffic manager, WHO, 
| the Schoenstadt circuit since he was | Des Moines, to Mary Donegan in 
|a youngster, and had come up from | Davenport, Ia., April 13. Bride is 
|a job as usher. | daughter of the U. S. district attor- 
| Burial in Chicago. | ney for southern Iowa. 





Fred Harringtun, 58, Coast radio 


actor, died in Louisiana, April 19. 

















a Denny Wilson, radio singer, to 
R. GOLDING BRIGHT | William Markas, musician, April 19, 

R. Golding Bright, play broker | in Glendale, Cal. 
|and London representative of the} Frances Alda to Ray Vir Den, in 


Charleston, S. C., April 15. Bride 
London April 15. is former Met opera star; he’s a New 
Former London rep for the late | York advertising man and former 
Elisabeth Marbury, Bright had also | pro singer. 
agented for a number of authors and Zita Johann to Bernatd E. Shedd, 
dramatists including Paul Vincent |in Nyack, N. Y., April 18. Bride is 
| Carroll, Somerset Maugham, Eugene | film and stage actress; he’s a pub- 
| O'Neill and Frederick Lonsdale. |lisher and economist. 
= Constance Bryan to Paul Keefe, 
RAYMOND HILL jin Boston, April 17. She is singer 
; rg ea . |on WCOP, Boston, and he is an- 
Raymond Hill, 50, screen and radio! nouncer on same station. 
| Sores died April 16 in Hollywood.| Constance Bennett to Gilbert Ro- 
He worked in several recent War- | jand, in Yuma, Ariz., April 20. Both 
ners pictures and on the air ap-! are picture players. 
| peared on local programs, 
| Surviving is his widow, to whom| 
he was married two weeks before| 
his death. 
ieee | Mr. and Mrs. Freddy Fisher, 
| daughter, in Milwaukee, April 14. 
Father is director of the Schnickel- 
fritz band. 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Benson, son, 
|in Hollywood, April 19. Mother is 


Richard J. Madden Play Co., died in 


| 








BIRTHS 


HUGH WARD 

Hugh Ward, 70, veteran Australian 
| showman, died of heart failure in 
| Sydney. Ward quit the legitimate 
| theatre years ago after long associa- | songwriter. 
tion with Williamson & Tait as a/| Mr. and Mrs. Harold V. Smith 
producer-director. He was later with |son, in Hollywood, April 16. Father 
the Fullers. is chairman of IATSE business rep- 

Widow and two sons survive. resentatives committee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul O’Brien, son, in 
New York, April 14. Father is at- 
torney with law firm of O’Brien, 
Driscoll & Raftery; mother, Kathe- 
rine, is former manager and sister of 


THOMAS J. CANOVAN 
Thomas J. Canovan, 73. oldtime 
Stagehand and bit actor, died April 
18 in Cleveland. 


He was stage man- 


ager at the old Euclid Opera House | musicomedy playe1 Mary Jane 
and Lyceum, Cleveland, and served! Walsh. 
as gripper in all of Cleveland’s Mr. and Mrs. Billy Ambrose, 


| houses, retiring in 1938. Survived by | daughter, in 


Youngstown, O., April 
widow and sister. 6. 


Parents are dance team of Ruth 
and Billy. 
SAMUEL E, SOUL Mr. and Mrs. Russell Kelley, son, 

Samuel E. Soul, 61, manager of the in Hollywood, April 12. Father is 
Seville and Central Square theatres, set dresser at Columbia. 
East Boston, Mass., died last week in| Mr. and Mrs. Reed Tanner, son, in 
that city. Born in England, Soul | Salt Lake City. Father is orchestra 
went to Boston as a boy and had| leader for KSL, Salt Jake City. 





| been in show biz there for more than; Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Baldwin, 
20 years. daughter, in Salt Lake City. Father 
| is KDYL chief engineer, Salt Lake 
| BEN F. PERRY a 

Ben F. Perry, 49, for years con- | Mr. and Mrs. Paul Edwards, 


daughter, April 19, in Columbus, O. 
Mother is Lucille Linwood, formerly 
of NBC’s ‘Lucile and Lannie; father 
is with Henry Cincione’s orch on 


| ductor of Perry's Black and Gold 
orchestra, died April 12 at Youngs- 
town O., after an illness of six 
months. Surviving cre his widow, 





a“ : : : Mutual. 
son, ‘sister and two brothers. Mr. and Mrs. Bill Griffiths, daugh- 
ter, in Akron. Father is sports 


HAROLD SIMMONS | broadcaster at WJW, Akron. 
Harold Simmons, 28, of Charleston, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Roll, daugh- 
| S. C., singer and actor, died April 3, ter, April 15, in Toledo. Father is 
jin New York after brief illness. He}! announcer at WTOL, Toledo. 
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on Monday (21) after ‘shopping and 


ement by saying she didn’t know 


stat 

how the feud rumors started and 
that, although she had no appoint- 
ments with any lawyers ‘as yet,” it 


seemed that ‘some legal complica- 
tions always crop up In connection 
with estates.’ 
Flagstad’s Plans 

Kirsten Flagstad, Wagnerian so- 
prano of the Met, was eastbound 
Saturday (19) on the Pan-American 
Airways’ Dixie Clipper for Lisbon, 
enroute to her home at Oslo, capital 
city of Nazi-occupied Norway, for 
a visit with her lumber merchant- 
husband, Henry Johansen. Reluc- 
tant to discuss any phase of her voy- 
age. Madame Flagstad flatly declined 
to reveal just how she would run 
up the mileage between Lisbon and 
Norway. She appeared confident, 


however, that she would encounter | 


little difficulty in crossing the mad- 
dog area but added that ‘whether 
plans go through is in the lap of the 
gods.’ The Opryhouse star returned 
from Norway, which she _ calls 
‘home,’ on Oct. 7, 1939, when it was 
possible to travel from Oslo to Eng- 
land and thence to Yankeeland, or to 
Denmark, the Low Countries and 
France on the way to these demo- 
cratic acres without giving an in- 
surance company the horrors. 

Also out of Dixie’s frontyard on 
the Dixie went Mrs. Emlyn Will- 
jams, wife of the British author of 
the play “The Corn Is Green,’ to 
join her husband in London where 
he is giving his all to the Ministry 
of Information. 
sons, Alan, five, and Brook, three, 
parked on a farm, near Brewster, 
N. Y., owned by Robert Montgomery, 
of the Hollywood Montgomerys. 
Another ticket-holder on the flying 
boat was Richard de Rochemont, 
managing editor of ‘The March of 
Time,’ who was bound for Vichy te 
march some time. The film sniper 
wasn't too talkative about it all, ap- 
parently not wanting to make para- 
graphs that would land on the Ger- 
man Consul-General’s bulletin board. 

McClelland Barclay took his pa- 
lette to Greensboro, N. C., on a Fri- 
day (18) Eastern Airliner and the 
same set of hours saw Philip Meri- 
vale off to Los Angeles on one of 
United Airline’s metallic flying car- 
pets. Adrienne Ames was. Bean- 
town-bound on an American Airline 
plane, and Walter O’Keefe used the 
same sort of horse-and-four to get to 
Providence. 

Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett Thurs- 
dayed (17) to Cleveland and Iszbe! 
Jewell took American to Detroit. 


Sheean’s Trip 
Wednesday's looker-on-ers saw the 


Yankee Clipper carry off Vincent 
Sheean, on his way to Mr. Church- 
ill’s embattled island to do a piece 


for the Saturday Evening Post on the 
war situation, and Mrs. Sheean 
who drives a typewriter under the 
tay of Diane Forbes-Robertson. Mrs. 
Sheean will while away the hours 
that Vince spends getting factual data 
by penning a book on family life in 
G.B. as affected by the drame of 

Warplanes, the thunder of artillery 
and the lightless nights. Michael 
Terry's wife, Ursula, ws also aboard, 
bound to visit kinfolk in London 
while her freelance writer-husband 
continued to bat out tales in Sydney. 
Austrelia. 

Wednesday 
neat and terrific Vera 
Airline in from Miami. 

Yvonne Vallee. ex-frau of Mau 
rice Chevalier, came into the air- 
port south of the Bronx, on the Dixie 
Clipper, from her home in France 
She declined to tell about Parisian 
g0ings-on since the aroma of scur- 
kraut got into the air but revealed 
that she was westbound to chat with 
Mary Pickford. 

Other airline movements of the 
Week brought the info that Patsy 
Kelly had TWAed in from St. Lou: 
Gene Autry used the same rapid 
transit line to get to Harrisburg, 
Pa., and ‘Fats’ Waller and his band 
Of musicmakers came in on_ the 
Super Sky Chief from Chicago. 
Autry almost missed his ship be- 
Cause of 2 bunch of schoolkids who 
fanged him up for ‘just one more 
autograph. please.” and Waller had 
an interesting sentence to tell of the 
movements of his group of noise 
Ordinance violators. It seems they 
were playing in Blatt’s Palm Gar- 
den in Milwaukee until the smell 
hours of the morning when they 
rushed by automobile down to Chi- 
Cago and bought some TWA tickets 


f ; 
1. N.Y. where they time 


(16) also saw trim, 


Zee Eastern 
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| ‘No Fairbanks Feud’ | 


Continued from page 2 


;for lunch and before their instru- 
ceeing shows,’ Ex-Lady Ashley en- | 
Jarged upon her ‘it’s up, it’s down’ 


She left their two, 








ments had cooled off. 

Ciro Alegria, citizen of Peru, resi- 
dent of Chile, transient of Ecuador, | 
‘flew in from the land of Good Neigh- | 


| 
| since 


HEAD OVER HEELS 


(Continued from page 52) 
and a good ‘girl’ dancing chorus. 
Not exactly as good perhaps as it is 
funny inasmuch as it’s been years 
any college show ever man- 
aged to corral such a collection of 
bow-legs, knock-knees and pigeon 


Ss 


Book by George H. Hyde, who 


bors to attend the banquet of Farrar! graduated last year, is typically Cap 


& Rinehert, book turner-outers, at. 
which he was handed $2,500 for win- | 
ning No. 1 prize in a contest spon-| 
sored by the publishing house and 
Red Book mag. His wordage was en- 
titled ‘Broad and Alien Is the World’ 
|and Red Book threw in an extra | 
grand for the first serial rights. Ciro 
no kick around the English, but any- 
one who could put a bridle on his 
Spanish got the idea that he was. 
either ‘glad to be here because he 
liked the U. S. or glad to be here be- 
cause it gave him a chance to go back 
ito S. A’ 


No Camp Sked 


Continued from page 3 














be divided i: to areas, each to be, 
known as an operating district. Fig- 
ured that it will be more feasible to 
send shows from one camp to an- 
other within the areas to be deter- 
mined than to attempt touring from 
coast to coast. 
2 Shows Nightly Probable 

Although Equity nixed a proposal | 
made by Alex Yokel, on behalf of 
reputed representatives of industrial- 
ists said to be ready to back legiters, | 
the general idea of two performances 
nightly will probably be adopted. It 
is figured that one legit perform- 
|ance would not supply the audience 
demand and it is likely that two 
shows, with the running time clipped | 
to one hour and 30 minutes, would 
be more practical than the average 
performance, which runs two hours 
or slightly more. This will mean 
condensed scripts, if necessary, or 
brief intermissions. 


In rejecting the application for a 
two-performance nightly concession, 
Equity explained that it had the right 
to say under what working condi- 
tions its members shall operate. It 


| ballet troupe that 


| let: 


was also intimated that commercial | 


presentations are to be frowned 
upon and in that category the Yokel 
proposal was placed. There seems 
to be a difference of opinion whether 
two showings nightly would be a 
hardship on the actors, some Equity 
people insisting that it would be too 
tough an assignment for the leads. 
Others pointed out that acts in vaude 
go on four and five times daily with- 
out complaint However, those who 
the plan of two perform- 
inces that in vaude the turns, 
which vary from 10 to 25 minutes, 
have an opportunity to rest between 
while legit actors’ pres- 


question 
Say 


appearances, 
ence on stage or nearby is almost 
always requ red 

As there are differences in work- 


regulations between Equity and 


the other talent unions, it is believed 








that special rules will be arrived at 
for the purpose of uniformity. That 
was more or less so at the World's 
Fair last summer. 

[ co ili, . e-alaiaig Sis Od 
RCA Theatre Visio" 
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——— Continued from page -_a 





ment will be dismantled and taken 
back to the factory for further re- 
finement and polishing. 

T? e 


| be 15 by 
I] 


screen at the New Yorker 
20 feet and the demon- 
broad- 


tration include a news 


cast, a dramatic playlet and a rounda- 


table parley among radio and film 
nersonalities The television 1m- 
aged, after being picked up from 
the Garden by mobile unit, will be 
short-waved to NBC's Radio (¢ 


plant and then transmitted by a 


l-balanced telephone wire to 
the Yorker theatre. The steel- 
barreled projector will be pointed 
over the theatre’s balcony, about 60 
feet away from the screen. The 
power unit will be a conventional 
high-voltage rectifier rated at 70,000 
volts. 

RCA officials have no exact idea of 
what the installations will cost, but 
the estimate is put between $25,000 
and $30,000: 

Martin Lewell, KYW Philadelphia 
staff accompanist and composer, has 
signed with Southern Music, BMI 
affiliate, to publish four of his com- 
positions. Those due for publication 
are ‘50,000 on the Red,’ composed in 
celebration of KYW’s jump in power 


peck 


New 





to 50.000 watts; ‘Transcontinental,’ 
‘Gavotte for a Debutante’ and 
Setan In Satin 


and Gownish, which means it’s laden 
with puns. Dialog is pretty dreary 
and direction of libretto amateurish, 


with more entrances and exits than| 


there are in the men’s room of 
Grand Central Station during the 
rush hour. 

‘Head Over Heels’ deals with a 


when somebody conceives the idea 
of giving it a hypo of swing. Scores 
a big hit, puts its impoverished 
owner in the coin and permits him 
to marry the ballerina, who is the 
daughter of the newspaper publisher 
who fired the guy before he in- 
herited the ballet. 

Standouts in the seore are ‘Rest- 
ing on Love,’ by Eugene Feldman, 
‘What’s Wrong with Me?’ by Roy 


Baldwin, and ‘I Second the Emotion,’ | 


by Rov Baldwin. Doubtful, how- 
ever, if any of them will be very 
commercial, but for a campus frolic, 
thev’re excellent. In each case, mu- 
sie is better than lyrics and new sets 
of words may be the answer. Even 
talent isn’t so hot, although Allen 
Gould is pretty good as the bearded 
Gregory Ratoff who directs the bal- 
William Rial is a_ satisfactory 
femme lead and Robert Soles, as a 
male lovelorn columnist, is nearest | 
thing to a pro in the cast. Sets are | 
attractive and orchestrations and) 
music direction bv Max Adkins are | 
first-rate. But ‘Head Over Heels’ 
won’t do for other than classmates, 
girl-friends, alumni and relatives. 
Cohen. 


Bills Next Week | 
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fore next Sabbath, so that it 
viewed under the best possible cir- 
cumstances. Ward produced the St 
Louis Pageant, starring Tom Mix, for 
the Morris office last summer. He 
had previously achieved favorable 
notice for his WPA productions of 
‘The Living Newspaper,’ ‘Marching 
Song’ and *...One-third of a Nation.’ 
War's Hypo 

Number of showmen beside Morris 
are hot for a flying show of some 
kind, feeling that the war, with its 
constant emphasis on planes, has 
made the public ripe to unpocket 
coin for an aerial thriller. Difficulty 

| for shows of this type—which 
| quickly discovered when the first 
ones started out in what were ac- 
| cepted for airplanes 25 years ago—is 
| that it’s too tempting for the crowd 
|} to gather on roads and in nearby 
cornfields and watch from there, in- 
|stead of paying admish. You can't 
| fence off the sky. 
Howard Dutton, 26-ye®ar-old chief 
|stunt-man and owner of the show, 
|and Henry Rogers, its manager, have 
‘overcome the see-it-from-outside as- 
pect in some respects. They have 
invented as many acts as possible for 
the ground or near the ground inside 
the stadium. Low admish of 30c for 
adults and 15c for kids also helps to 
bring ’em in, 

Morris has some other ideas on 
this. For one thing, unless Rose 
should decide to adopt the flying cir- 
cus, all of its dates will be in con- 
junction with American Legion Posts 
and the like, who will handle the 
ticket sales in advance. In other 
words, it’s hoped to have a profitable 
number of ducats sold before the 
yokels learn that they can see a lot 
for nothing. There's also an idea for 
an exhibit of antique planes to heip 
drag ‘em in, and promotional gags 
like model airplane contests for kids 
and local glider club meets immedi- 


may be 


wae 
ve ae 


lately preceding the main bout. 


Sundry Hurdies 


Aside from the see-it-for-free an- 
gle, there are other difficulties. For 
one, in stadiums like that at the Fair 
Grounds here, which is roofed over, 
the spectators at the rear cannot see 
all of the air. In addition to that, it 
is necessary to get tremendous 
crowds to make it pay off the way 
the Morris office experts figure it. 
That means most of a mob, except in 
unusual locations, must stand. And 
the Civil] Aeronautics Authority’s in- 
spectors limit the places the crowd 


!ean be, according to the direction of 


the wind. That means a tremendous 


| police force is needed to hold ‘em 


back in the interests of safety. 
Show started out last summer and 

barnstormed through New England 

and Florida on a catch-as-catch-can 


basis. Total weekiy nut—figuring a 
performance a week—for the squad 
of six men (including a mechanic 


and announcer) and the operation of 
the four planes used was $780. Should 


it come under the Rose aegis it'll 
probably run nearer 100 times that 
It was in strictly unhewn style 
that Sundav’s audition was given 
tesult is a thrill show but not a 
big-time spec Heimetless and 
gogglieless pilots in ordinary busi- 


ness suits tugging their own planes 


around the field after their turns 
and generally acting as their own 
production cre do not comprise 
showmanship. That's Ward's job to 
alter Also the corny commentary 
by the announcer, Walter Hicken 


who attempts to build up the stunts 
by play-by-play description of how 
tough they are 

Air Never Empty 


With three pilots to tear their 
stomachs out for the edification of 
the spectators, Circus’ by-word is 
‘The air is never empty.’ Fliers are 
Dutton, Lloyd Fisk and Lt. Donald 
Fyfe. the latter two serving as in- 
structors in the Civil Aeronautic 
Authority’s student training pro 
gram when not spending their time 
doing everything they teach the 
fledgelings not to 

In addition there’s a femme 


Florence Rogers, who's still learning 
the stunt game; a parachutist, Law- 


rence Baird: and a ‘bat man,’ 
Thomas Boyd, Baird’s umbrellaing- 
to-earth work includes a delayed 
jump—he drops from the plane at 
6.000 feet and plummets down to 
1.500 feet before unleashing his 
*chute. 

Boyd. with canvas stretched be- 


tween legs and from his sides to his 


outstretched arms, leaves the plane 
at 7,000 feet and soars like giant 
bat through the air. When he ap- 


proaches the ground he lets out a 
parachute for the landing. 

Planes, a Piper Cub, a Waco 
special stunter, a Laird with a wing 
spread of only 18 feet and a Boeing 
Navy bomber (circa 1932) are not 
the expected old orange crates tied 
toget ‘ino Fach: is 


her with e 


Fiying Circus a Thriller 
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a small, but sturdy topnotcher, as 
evidenced by the fact that there 
have been no accidents in seven 
months of touring. They represent 
a $12,000 investment at their pres- 
ent age. 


To say that most of the stunts are 


heart -sinkingly spectacular would 
be like saying Joe Louis can fight. 
Wide-eyed silence that falls over 


little Joey and Uncle Johnney alike 
when Dutton sweeps over the field 
upside down to cut with his wheels 
a ribbon just 20 feet the 
ground is all the evidence that is 
needed of how the audience laps it 
up. 


from™ 


Out-Thrills the Stukas 
Another fave, with all the recent 


publicity about dive-bombers, is 
diving the Navy bomber almost 
straight down to earth from 10,000 


feet at a speed that makes the struts 
whine like a saxaphone. This mugg 
has seen Nazi propaganda films in 
Manhattan’s Yorkville showing Ger- 
man dive bombings—and Dutton 
appears to come down even 
straighter and faster. 

Yet another topper is the stalling 
of the motor of the Piper Cub on 
purpose in mid-air. Then, as the 
plane hovers, Baird climbs out on 
the side of the engine (it’s a high- 
wing monoplane, so there’s not even 
a wing to stand on) and spins the 
propeller until he gets the motor 
started. Trick worked once on Sun- 
day, but the engine refused to start 
the second time. That provided an 
extra added thrill, because, with 
virtually no altitude, the pilot was 
unable to bring the plane back to 
the field and had to land ‘dead stick’ 
in a tiny adjoining cow pasture. 

More Showmanship 

Planes in the circus are virtually 
never landed in the approved three- 
point fashion, but always with vari- 
ations. It’s always on one wheel, 
in a series of 20-foot bounces into 
the air after touching the ground or 
some such neck-breaker. If an auto 
or hedge gets in the way of the 
landing, the pilots jump over it like 
a greyhound. 

Other tricks include standard ones 
such as Immelmans, slow rolls, fall- 
ing leaf landings and the breaking 


in the air, by diving at them, of 
balloons and streamers of toilet 
tissue dropped from the plane. One 


of Dutton’ specialties is the square 
loop, which involves, in forming one 
side of the square, pointing the nose 
of the plane straight up until the 
machine falls over on its back. 

Virtually every takoff, many of 
them at amazingly sharp tilts, is a 
thrill at the field here, which is ae- 
tually the infield of the race track. 
It is 1,280 feet lon’, whi'e th> m**i- 
mum CAA requirements for the 
smallest scale ordinary landing place 
is 1,500 feet. Important commercial 
fields have almost mile-long run- 
ways, 

Dressed in an adequate production 


with preferably a lot more planes 
for atmosphere and ensemb'e rk 
an alr circus properly worked out 
at this time to get maximum boo. 
returns, should be sock for Rose or 
any other showman who’s willing to 


the the 


limit. 


R.-B. & B. CIRCUS NEAR 
CAPACITY EASTER WEEK 


Ringling-Barnum & 
at Medison Square 


played to seven 


believe sky's 


Bailey circus 
Garden, N. Y.,, 


turnaway matinees 


last week, school holidays account- 
ing for the attendance. Through 
Easter week. The nights also were 
ose to capacity and the engage- 
nent, which has another week to go, 
expected to be cemong the most 
ccessful Garden dates. Top price 
for the season apply in N. Y., night 
ceiling being $3.85 
Art Concello is passing up his se- 
rial triple somersault this season, but 


is more active than ever around the 
show He is interested or owns 
seven acts in the outfit. 
Mile. Erica is now in the show 
th an equestrian novelty, a five- 
team hitch in the center ring, she 


riding Roman tandem. 





Pat Valdo is sporting a white suit 
which has been to the cleaner’s 
three times already—but it’s on the 

use. 


The jumps are back, with the show 
now running less than three hours. 


A new liberty horse turn, with 
prop riders strapped «~ jis attract- 
pifention, 


TEEPE eso 


ee 
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ORCHESTRA 


BOB EBERLYe HELEN O’CONNELL 


%* The nation’s most popular recording orchestra, with these other 
Decca hits: “1 Understand’”’ (a Jimmy Dorsey creation), backed by 
“High on a Windy Hill’. . .““My Sister and I’ and “‘In the Hush of 
the Night’. . .““Maria Elena’’ and ““Green Eyes”’ | 




















Second Week of Four Now! Just Concluded Second Record- 
Breaking Engagement 
NEW YORK HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA 


STRAND THEATRE NEW YORK 


31,400 Covers in 12 Weeks — An 
Smashing *47,000 First Week! All-Time All-Hote! Record! 




















Opening JUNE 27th, HOTEL SHERMAN, CHICAGO, NBC Network 


Personal Management Bill Burton 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORPORATION 


Thomas G. Rockwell, President 
NEW YORK, CHICAGO, HOLLYWOOD 
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